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TO THE PUBLIC. 


i Editor of this work feels his high obli- 
gations to the public, for their liberal encourage- 
ment, and renews his aſſurances that no dilligence? 
aid, or attention, ſhall be wanting to give the 
moſt general ſatisfaction. 3 

It is undertaken in confidence that the impar- 
tiality, and accuracy which ſhall continue to dic- 
tate it will encreaſe its demand, while it enhan- : 
ces its value. 

The ſituation of our politics, with reſpect to 
the recent unhappy breach of friendſhip with a 
nation, between whom and America the moſt per- 
fect unanimity ſubſiſted, but which cordiality is 
ſomewhat, though wehopeznot alarmingly abated; 
together with the many important points re- 
commended to the attention of Congreſs by the 
Preſident of the United States, muſt promote a de- 
fire in every perſon to obtain correct and early 
information of the ſtate of our affairs, which will 
in this work be conveyed to the public from the 
beſt ſources and authorities, and at as ſmall a 
charge as the labour and expence neceſſarily at- 
tendant on ſuch a work will admit. 

Dec. 12, 1796. 
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| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE . . 


nE D STATES, 


Alls being the day appointed by the Conſtitution for 
| the annual ineetitg of — 1s, 53 members appear- 
ed and took their ſeatets. 
Three new members their credentials, to wit; 
Mr. ANDREW JACKSON,' Feneſee, Mr. WILLIAM Craik, | 
in the room of Mr. IEREIIIA CraBs, who has reſigned his 
feat, and Mr. Jau Davenrort, in the room of Mr. HiLt- 
HOUSE, appointed a Senator of the United States,” to whom 
the oath to ſu the Conftition was adminiſtered ; they 
then took their ſeats. 193 Bai Lobo” 

A quorum, conſiſting of a majority of the whole number 
being preſent, it was ordered, on motion, that the Clerk 
wait on the Senate, to inform them that this houſe was rea- 
. dy to proceed to buſineſs ; but it appeared that the Senate 

had not been able to form a quorum esa had 
adjourned. l as apa 

Mr. W. Surrn preſented a petition from Thomas Lloyd, 

propoſing to take in ſhort hand, and publiſh the Debates 
of Congreſs at 1000 _ ſeſſion ſalary ; the expence 
of printing, &c. he eſtimated at'540 dollars, for which he 
would furniſh the Houſe with 5oo copies of the work; en- 
e e agar 

Mr. SMITH referred to the unfavourable reception of a 
poſal of this nature at the laſt Seſſion, and — this 
would not be more ſucceſsful; however, he moved that it be 
referred to a Committee: The motion was agreed to, and Mr. 
W. Surrn, Mr. GalLarix, and Mr. Swirr were appointed 
to examine the petition and report thereon to the Houſe. 

The Houſe adjourned at one o'clock, untill to-morrow 

morning at eleven. | | 7 


1 
| | Tueſday, December 6. 
The Clerk waited on the Senate to know if they had 


formed a quorum, which appeared in the negative. | 
The Speaker obſerved, that as there were ſeveral returns 
of new elections of members to ſerve in this Seſſion, it was 
proper that purſuant to a rule of the Houſe, a Committee 
of elections be formed; a Committee was accordingly ap- 
ee of Mr. VĩNABLE, Mr..SwizT, Mr. DexT, Mr. 
EARBON, Mr. BLounT, Mr. MUHLENBERG, and Mr. A, 
FosTER. . | 
Mr. Macon moved that a Committee of Reviſal, and un- 
unfiniſhed buſineſs of laſt Seſſion be appointed, purſuant to 
the ſtanding rules and orders of the Houſe, obſerving that, 
as the Seſhon would be but ſhort, it would be neceſſary to 
be early in the appointment of Committees; whereon Mr. 
G1LMAaN, Mr. R. SpriGG,. jun. and Mr. Macon were 
appointed. e ee * n 
Notice was received that a quorum of the Senate was 
formed. On motion it was 5 reſolved, That a 
Committee of three members be appointed, to Wait on the 
Preſident of the United States, in conjunction with a Com- 
mittee from the Senate, to inform him that a quorum. of 
both Houſes were aſſembled, and ready to recieve any com- 
munications that he may pleaſe to — Lig Mr. Aus, Mr. 
MappisoN, and Mr. S1TGREAVES, were accerdingly ap- 
pointed. _ | 1 
A meſſage was received from the Senate by Mr. Oris, 
their Secretary, informing the Houſe, that they had formed 
a quorum, whereon the Clerk went to the Senate with 
the reſolution of this Houſe. Mr. Oris ſgon after returned, 
informing the Houſe, that the Senate had concurred in the 
reſolution, and formed a Committee for that purpoſe. 


Mr. W. SMITH ſaid, that agreeable to an act paſſed the 
laſt Seſſion, the Laws of the United States were publiſning; 
but obſerved, that it would be of much more utility if the 
Laws of tlie preſent Seſſion could be included, thus the whole 
of the preſent Congreſs would be inſerted, together with the 
completion of the adminiſtration of the pretent Preſident. - 
He obſerved that ſuch a motjon paſſed at the laſt Seſſion in 
the Scnate, but was negative by this Houſe, on account of 
its affecting tha contract made for printing; but he believed, 
from the knowledge he had gathered on the buſineſs, no 
great diiſicuity could be in the way of its accompliſhment. 
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He therefore moved That a Committee be appointed to 
prepare and bring in a bill, to amend an act for the more 
eral promulgating the Laws of the United States.” A 
mittee was appointed of Mr. GriswoLD, Mr. WI. 
Laus, and Mr. Colc es. Nl 
On motion of Mr. BrapBury, it was reſolved, « That 
the Clerk of this Houſe cauſe the members to be furniſhed, 
during the preſent Seſſion, with three News- papers printed 
in this City, ſuch as the members, reſpectively, ſhall-chuſe, 
to be delivered at their lodgings ided do not ex- 
2 price at which ſubſeri in Philadelphia are 
Mr. Aus, from the Committee appointed for that pur- 
, that the Committee had waited on the Preſi- 
dent, who was pleaſed to ſignify to them, that he would 
make a communication to both Houfes of * n 
row, at twelve o'clock, in the Repreſentatives W 
The Houſe adjourned at one o'clock. ne af 
ir Medngſday, December 7. od. Go 
The Houſe being aſſembled, a meffage was ſent to the Se- 
nate informing them that this Houſe was ready, agreeable to 
appointment, to receive communications fromthe Preſident; 
whereon the Senate attended, and took their ſeats. At 
12 o'clock the Preſident attended, and after taking his ſeat, 
roſe and delivered the following 8 8 | 


ADDRESS. 
Fellow Citizens of the Senate, 
.and of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. 

IN recurring to the internal ſituation of our country, ſince 
I had laſt the pleaſure to addreſs yon, I find ample reaſon 
for a renewed expreſſion of that gratitude to the Ruler of 
the Univerſe, which a continued ſeries of proſperity has fo 
often and ſo juſtly called forth. an 
. The acts of the laſt ſeſſion, which required ſpecial arrange - 
ments, have been, as far as circumſtances would admit, 
carried into operation. | OL 

Meaſures calculated to enſure a continuance of the friend- 
ſhip of the Indians, and to preſerve peace along the extent of 
our interior frontier, have been digeſted and adopted. In the 
framing of theſe, care has been taken to guard on the one 
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hand, our advanced ſettlkments from the predatory incur- 
tions of thoſe unruly individuals, who cannot be reſtrained 
by their tribes; and on the other hand, to protect the rights 
fecured to the Indians by treaty; to draw them nearer td 
the civilized ſtate ; and inſpire them with èorrect concep- 
tions of the power, as well as juſtice of the Government. 

The meeting of the deputies — the Creek nation at Col- 
rain, in the State of Georgia, which had for a principal ob- 
— the purchaſe of a parcel of their land by that State, 

roke up without its being accompliſhed ; the nation having, 
previous to their departure, inſtructed them againſt making 
any fale ; the occaſion however has been improved, to con- 
firm by a new treaty with the Creeks, their pre-exiſting en- 
s with the United States; and to obtain their con- 
to the eſtabliſhment of trading houſes, and mili 
poſts within their boundary; by means of which their friend 
ſhip and the general peace may be more effeQually ſecured. 

The period during the late ſeſſion, at which the appropri- 
ation was paſſed, for carrying into effect the Treaty of Amity, 
Commerce and Navigation, between the United States and 
his Britannic Majeſty, neceflarily procraſtinated the re- 
ception of the poſts ſtipulated to delivered, beyond 
the date aſſigned for that event. As ſoon however as the 
Governor General of Canada could be addreſſed with pro- 
priety on the ſubject, arrangements were — 1 ahd 

romptly concluded for their evacuation ; and the United 

tates took poſſeſſion of the principal of them, comprehend- 
ing Oſwego, Niagara, Detroit, Michalimakinac and Fort 
Miami; where ſuch repairs and additions have been or- 
dered to be made as appeared indiſpenfible.  _ 

The Commiſſioners appointed on the part of the United 
States and of Great Britain, to determine which is the River 
St. Croix, mentioned in the Treaty of Peace of 1783, agreed in 
the choice of Egbert Benſon, Eſq. of New-York for the 
third Commiſſioner. The whole met at St. Andrews, in 
Pafſamaquody Bay, in the beginning of October; and di- 
rected ſurveys to be made of the Rivers in diſpute; but 
deeming it impracticable to have theſe ſurveys completed be- 
fore the next year, they adjourned to meet at Boſton in 
Auguſt 1797, for the final deciſion of the queſtion. 

Other Commiſſioners appointed on the part of the United 
States, agreeably to the ſeventh article of the Treaty with 
Great Britain, relative to captures and condemnation of 
veſſels *and other property, met the commiſſioners of his 
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Britannie Majeſty, in London, in Auguſt laſt, when John. 
Trumbull, Eſq. was choſen by lot for the fifth commiſſion- 
er. In October following the board were to proceed to bu- 
ſineſs. As yet there has been no communication of Commiſ- 
ſioners on the part of Great Britain, to unite with thoſe who 
haye been appointed on the part of the United States, for 
carrying into effect the ſixth article of, the Treat. 

The treaty with Spain, required that the Commiſſioners 
far running the boundary line, between the territory of the 
United States, and his Catholic Majeſty's Provinces of Eaſt. 
and Weſt Florida, ſhould meet at the Natches, before the 
expiration of fix months after the exchange of the ratificati-. 
ons, which was effected at Aranjuez on the 25th day, 
of April; and the troops of his Catholic Majeſty occu- 
pying any poſts within the limits of the United States, 
were within the ſame period to be withdrawn. The Com- 
miſſioner of the United States, therefore, commenced his, 
journey for the Natches in September, and troops were order- 
ed to occupy the - poſts. from which the Spaniſh Garriſon. 
ſhould be withdrawn. Information has been recently receiv- 
ed, of the appointment of a Commiſſioner on the part of his 
Catholic Majeſty for running the boundary line; but none of 
any appointment, for the adjuſtment of the claims of our 
Citizens, whoſe veſſels were captured by the armed {yeſ- 

In purfuance of the Act of Congreſs, paſſed in the laſt 
Seſſion, for the protection and relief of American Seamen 
Agents were appointed, one to reſide in Great Britain, and 
the other in the Weſt Indies. The effects of the * in 
the Weſt Indies are not yet fully aſcertained; but thoſe which 
have been communicated afford grounds to believe the mea- 
fare will be beneficial. The Agent deſtined to reſide in 
Great Britain, declining. to accept the appointment, the bu- 
ſmeſs has, cenſequently, devolved on the Miniſter of the 
United States in London; and will command his attention, 
until a new Agent ſhall be appointme. 
After many delays and diſappointments, ariſing out of the 
European war, the final arrangements for fulfilling the en- 
gagements made to the Dey and . Regency of Algiers, will, 
in all preſent appearance, be crowned, with ſucceſs : | but 
under great, . though inevitable diſadvantages in the pecuni- 
ary tranſactions, occaſioned by that war; which will ren- 
der a further proviſion neceſſary. The actual liberation of 
all our Citizens who were priſoners in Algiers, Thile it 
"B 
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gratifies every feeling heart, in iſlf an eren eſt of a ſatisfac- 


termination of the whole negociation. - - DRY 
Meaſures are in operation for effeQting Treaties with the 
Regencies of Tunis and Tripoly. a e 5 
To an active external Commerce, the protection of a na- 
val force is indiſpenſable. This is manifeſt with regard to 
wars in which a ſtate is itſelf a party. But befides this, it 
is in our own experience, that the moſt ſincere neutrality is 
not a fufficient guard againſt the depredations of nations at 
war. To ſecure reſpact to a neutral flag, requires a naval 
force, organized and ready to vindicate-it from inſult or 
aggreſſion. This may even prevent the neceſſity of going 
to war, by difcouraging belligerent powers from committing 
ſuch violations of the rights of the neutral party, as may, 
firft or laſt, leave no other option. From the beſt informa- 
tion J have been able to obtain, it would ſeem as if our trade 
to the Mediterranean, without a protecting force, will al- 
ways be inſecure; and our citizens expoſed to the calamities 
from which numbers of them have but juſt been relieved. - 


, Theſe conſiderations invite the United States to look to 
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the means, and to ſet about the gradual creation of a navy- 
The increafing progreſs of their navigation 2 them, 
at no diſtant period, the requiſite ſupply of ſeamen ;-and 
their means, in other reſpects, favour the undertaking, 
1s an encouragement likewiſe, that their particular fituation 
will give weight and influence to a moderate naval force in 
their hands. Will it not then be adviſeable to begin with 
aut delay to provide and lay up the materials for the buildin 
and equipping of ſhips of war; and to proceed in the wor 
b „in proportion as our refources thall render it 
racticable without inconvenience ; ſo that a future war of 
urope may not find our commerce in the ſame unprotected 


ſtate in which it was found by the preſent? - 
> Congreſs have repeatedly, and not without ſucceſs, di- 
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reed their attention to the encouragement of manufactures. 
The object is of too much conſequence not to enfure a con- 
tinuance of their efforts in every way which ſhall appear eligi- 
ble. As a general rule, manufactures on public account are 
inexpedient. But where the ſtate of things in a country leaves 


but little hope that certain branches of manufacture wil 


for a great length of time obtain; when'theſe are of a nature 
eſſential to the furniſhing and equipping of the public force 

in time of war; are not eftabliſhments for procuring them 
on public account, 20 the extent of the ordinary demand for the 
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puolic ſervice, recommended by ſtrong conſiderations of na- 
tional policy, as an exception to the general rule? Ought our 
country to remain in ſuch caſes dependant on foreign ſup - 
ply, precarious, becauſe liable to be interrupted ? If the 
ceflary articles ſhould in this mode coſt more in 4 0 
— will not the ſecurity and independence thence arifing 
rm an ample. compenſation ? Eſtabliſhments of this ſort, 
commenſurate only with the calls of the public ſervice in 
time rr. 9 — 
in proportion to the exigencies of the government; may . 
even, perhaps, be made to yield a ſurplus for the ſupply 
of our Citizens at large, ſo as to mitigate the privations from 
the interruption of their trade. If adopted, the plan ought 
to exclude all thoſe branches which are already, or-likely 
ſoon to be eſtabliſhed in the country, in order that there 
my — no danger of interference with purſuits of individual 
induſtry. e Wes 
It will not be doubted, that with reference either to indivi- 
dual or national welfare, agriculture is of primary importance. 
In proportion as nations advance in population, and other 
cireumitances of maturity, this truth becomes more appa- 
rent, and renders the cultivation of the ſoil more and more 
an object of public pftronage. Inſtitutions for promoting it, 
grow up, ſupported by the public purſe; and to what ob- 
ject can it be dedicated with greater propriety? Among 
the means which have been employed to this end, none 
have been attended with greater ſucceſs than the eſtabliſh- 
ment of boards, compoſed of proper characters, charged 
with collecting and diffuſing information, and enabled b 
premiums, and ſmall pecuniary aids, to encourage and aſh 
a. ſpirit of diſcovery and improvement. This ſpecies. of 
eſtabliſhment contributes doubly to the increaſe of improve- 
ment, by ſtimulating to enterpriſe and experiment, and by 
drawing to a common centre the reſults every where of in- 
dividual {kill and obſervation, and ſpreading them thence 
over the whole nation. Experience accordingly has ſhewn, 
2 they are very cheap inſtruments of immenſe national be- 
nents. | | 
I have heretofore propoſed to the conſideration of Con- 
greſs, the expediency of eftabliſhing a National Univerſity, 
and alſo a Military Academy. The deſirableneſs of beth 
theſe inſtitutions has ſo conſtantly increaſed with every new 
view I have taken of the ſubject, that I cannot omit the 
opportunity: of once for all recalling your attention to them. 
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The Aſſembly to which I addreſs myſelf is too enlightened. 
not to be fully ſenſible how much a flouriſhing ſtate of the 
arts and ſciences contributes to national proſperity and re- 
putation. True it is, that our country, much to its honor, 
contains many ſeminaries of learning highly reſpectable 
and uſeful; but the funds upon which they reſt are two 
narrow to command the ableſt profeſſors in the different 
departments of liberal knowledge for the inſtitution con- 
templated, though they would be excellent auxiliaries. 
Amongſt the motives to ſuch an inſtitution, the aſſimila- 
tion of the principles, opinions and manners of our country- 
men, by the common education of a' portion of our youth 
from every quarter, well deſerves attention. The more ho- 
mogenious our citizens can be made in theſe part iculars, 
the greater will be our proſpect of permanent union; and 
a primary object of ſuch a national inſtitution ſhould be, 

the education of our youth in the ſcience of Government. In 
a Republic, what ſpecies of knowledge can be equally im- 
portant? ang what duty more prefling on its legiſlature, 
than to patronize a plan for communicating it to thofe who 
are to be the future guardians of the liberties of the country? 
The inſtitution of a Military Academy,” is alſo recom- 
mended by cogent reaſons. Haweved pacific: the general 
policy of a nation may be; it ought never to he without an 
adequate ſtock of military knowledge for emergencies. | The 
firſt would impair the energy of its character, and both 
would hazard its ſafety, or expoſe it to greater evils when 
war could not be avoided. Beſides, that war might often 
not depend upon its own choice. In propottion as the ob- 
ſervance of pacihc maxims might exempt a nation from the 
neceſſity of practiſing the rules of the military art, ought to 
be its care in preſerving, and tranſmitting by proper eſtabliſſ- 
ments, the knowledge of that art. Whatever argument may 
be drawn from particular examples, ſuperficially viewed, a 
thorough examination of the ſubject will evinee that the 
art of war is at once comprehenſive and complicated; that 
it demands much previous ſtudy; and that the poſſeſſion of 
it, in its moſt improved and perfect ſtate, is always of great 
moment to the ſecurity of a nation. This, therefore, ought 
to be a ſerious care of every government; and ſor this 
purpoſe, an academy, where a regular courſe of inſtruction 
is given, is an obvicus expedient, which different "nations 
have fucceſsfully tmployed. | 5 6 60 1 
The compentations to thie officers: of the United States in 
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various inſtances, and in none more than in reſpect to the 
moſt important iſtations, appear to call for Legiſlative revi- - 
ſion. The conſequences of a defective proviſion are of ſeri- 
pus import to the government: 
If private — is to ſupply the defect of public retribu- 
tion it will greatly contract the ſphere within which the fe- 
lection of character for office is to be made, and will pro- 
porportionally diminiſh the probability of a choice of men, able, 
as well as upright. Beſides, that it would be repugnant to 
the vital principles of our government, virtually to exclude 
8 talents and virtue, unleſs accompanied 
' weal rr © Foe the oP we of avg en AE 
7 White in gur external relations, ſome ſerious inconveni- 
encies and embarraſſments have been overcome, and others 
laeſſened, it is with much pain, and deep regret I mention, that 
circumſtances of a very unwelcome nature have lately ocur- 
red. Our trade hag ſuffered, and is ſuffering, extenſive in- 
juries in the Weſt Indies, from the Cruiſers and Agents of 
the French Repulic, and communications have been re- 
ceived from its Miniſter here, which indicate the danger of 
a further diſturbance of our commerce, by its authority; 
and which are, in other reſpects, far from agreeable. 
It has been my conſtant, ſincere; and ardent - wiſh; in 
conformity with that of our nation, to maintain cordial har- 
mony, and a perfectly friendly underſtanding with that Re- 
public. This wiſh remains unabated z and I ſhall: pe | 
in the endeavour to fulfil it to the utmoſt extent of what ſhall 
be conſiſtent with a juſt and indiſpenſible regard to the rights 
and honour of our country; nor will I eaſily ceaſe to cheriſn 
the expectation, that a ſpirit of juſtice, candour and friend- 
ſhip on the part of the Republic will eventually enſure ſucceſs. 
In purſuing this courſe, however, I cannot forget what is 
due to the character of our government and nation; or to a 
full and entire confidence in the good ſenſe, patriotiſm, ſelf- 
reſpect, and fortitude of my Countrymen. 2 
J reſerve for a ſpecial meſſage, a more particular commu- 
nication on this intereſting ſubject. | 


Gentlemen. of the Houſe of Repreſentatives.” - by; 
I have. directed an eſtimate of the appropriations neceffary 
for the ſervice of the enſuing year, to be ſubmitted from 


the proper department; with a view of the public receipts 
3, | d TY . & " 1 £ 1 a 4 . —_ . a 4 * 2 h a . 

and expenditures, to the lateſt period to which an account 
c nber us 
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It is with ſatisfaction I am able to inform you, that the 
- Revenues of the United States continue inn an 

ve improvement. 

A reinforcement of the exiſting proviſions for diſcharging 
aur Public debt, was mentioned in my addreſs at the opening 
ef the laſt Seſſion. Some preliminary ſteps were taken to- 
wards it, the maturing of which will, no doubt, engage 
your zealous attention during the — I will only add, 
chat it will afford me a heart- felt ſatisfaction, to concur in 
ſuch further meaſures as vill aſcertain to pur country the 
proſpect of a ſpeedy extinguiſhment of the debt. Poſterity 
may have cauſe to regret, if from any motive, intervals of 
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ry is Mah; WIR 
and. "the Houſe of Repreſentative, 


My ſolicitude to ſee the militia of the United I States placed 
en an efficient eſtabliſhment, has been ſo often, and ſo ar- 
dently expreſſed, that I ſhall but barely recall the ſubject to 

ur view on the preſent occaſion ; at the ſame: time that I 
Bal ſubmit to your enquiry, whether our harbours are yet 
fufficiently ſcqured. | 

The ſituation in which I now ſtand, for the laſt time, in 
the midſt of the Repreſentatives of the People of the Unit- 
ed States, naturally recalls the period chen the adminiſtration 
of the preſent form of government commenced; and I can- 
nat omit the occaſion to congratulate you, and my country, 
on the ſucceſs of the experiment; nor to repeat my fervent 
fupplications to the Supreme Ruler of the univerſe, and 
Sovereign Arbiter of nations, that His providential care may 
ſtill be extended to the United States; - that the virtue and 
-happineſs- of the people may be preſerved; and that the 

government which they have inſtituted for the protettion 


af their liberties 'may be perpetual: 
ea ee WASHINGTON. 
United States, tb Dass 179656. * 


When the Preſident had concluded big addreſs, he pre- 
ſented copies of it to the Preſident of the Senate and 
Speaker of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, The Preſigen 
and the Senate then withdrew and the Speaker took the 


Mr. Gnas Fox from Pente and Mr. vas 
SEWAL from Maſſachuſets, i in the room of Mr. nb, 
9 a Senator, were ſworn, and Jpok their ſeats in | 


Mr..GrswoLD, from the committee appointed to bring 
in a bill to amend the act for the more general promul _ 
of the laws of the United States, reported a bill 3 
twice read, and committed to a committee of 
Houſe, and made the order of the day for A- | 

Mr. W. Surrn preſented a petition from Thomas on 
ter, praying encouragement to a publication ot the 7 
of Congreſs from a ſhort hand manuſcript. to be taken in the 
Houſe, of which he had iſſued propoſals; which was referred 
to. the committee appointed to examine the ae Tho- 
mas * d on the ſame ſubject. 

Fos rx preſented a petition Rom William Clark 
of Madachuſets, who had been in the army, i 2 
ſion; alſo, one from Lucy White, adminiſtra Joſeph 
White, praying the payment of a reward of 509. dollars 
which had been offered for apprebending one James Bowers, 
a forgerer ; he moved that they ſhould be referred to the 
committee of claims; the Speaker informed him. that no 
tuch committee had yet been formed. 

Mr. Hearth ſaid, that by the ſtanding order of the 
Houſe, a committee of claims ought to be appointed, as the = 
claims were numerous, and become very preſſing on the 
Houſe; he would therefore move, that a committee. of 
claims be now appointed, which was accordingly done, and 
Mr. D. Fos rxRx, Mr. MaiBons, Mr. MacLar, Mr. Harn, 
Mr. Macon, Mr. Tnonusox, and Mr. W1LL1ams, were 
pointed on the ſaid committee; to whom was referred t 
two petitions laſt read. | 

Mr. WILLIaus moved, « That two chaplains of different 
denominations be choſen, one by each Houſe, to exchange 
weekly; which was agreed to. Y 

On the motion of Mr. W. SmirTH, the Houſe went into a 
committee of the whole on the Preſident's addreſs, according 
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Hill, which had been laſt ſeſſion 7 to the committee 


n 


to tlie order of che day; Mr: Mur nur fn in the cHair 0 
ſpeech was read by the Clerr ggg 

Mr. D. Fos rx moved the following reſolution: Res 
ſolved, that it is the opinion ef this cmmittae that 
a reſpectful addreſs ought to be preſented. from the Houle of 
Repreſentatiyes, to tHe Preſident of thꝭ United 8 
nl wer to his f ech to both Houſes of e 

neethent, of, the ſellion, containitig a Murances, Nat | 
. wIIY take into confideration the har ini Ef ne His” 
recommended to their attentton,“ which Was unani-” 
mouſly agreed to, and Mr. Auzs, Mr. Barpwin, Mr. Map- 
en ' Me SITGREAVES, and Mr: W. SMITH were appointed 
x committee to draw, u 3 the addreſs. The committee roſe, 
and the reſol > rd was a opted by the 'Houfe, 

Mr. W. SwrrH preſented 'a perten from Thomas w. 
Baker, poſtmaſter at Charleſtown, praying an increaſe of ſa⸗ 
lary, as articles of neceſſit berorke dearer, and his buſineſs is 
become more weighty, which was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble until a committee he appointed oft Poſt Offices ** PE: 


W 1 TATRA el moved That a committee be ap- 
pointed to.cnquire if any, and what alterations are neceff: 
to be made in the act for eſtabliſhing Poſt Offices and po 
roads within the United States, 72 to Le. 9 by bil or 
athervriſe.” g 
Mr. Trarcuen, Mr. BarLEx, Mr. Sofi, Mr. Cour; Mr. 
Grove, Mr. WiLLiaus, Mr. BaLpwWIN, Mr. Eox, and Mr. An- 
DREW JACKSON, wereaccordinglyappointedon that committee: 
Mr. W. SwtriH made mention of the petition of Ty 


up by the "Horſe: He 
pinitted to a committee of 
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of claims, but too late to be take 
therefore moved that it be no- 
the whole HouſeQ.. 
Mr. Macon thought it Would be more in ater for the 

committee of revifal, and unfiniſhed buſineſs, which was yeſ- 

terday appointed to report firſt, as this buſineſs would of 

courſe be included;, however his only Mean was to pre- 

ferve order. ny 

Mr. W. SmrTH faid, he ſaw no necemty: of MITY the 

eport of that committee: he thought the "buſineſs of that 

committee lay in reporting ſuch buſineſs to the Houſe as, 

would otherwiſe eſcape the notice of gentlemen, not to pre- 
vent members making motion on any cafe ; he thought (has | 
had been the practice of the Houle. 


1 
Mr. Mxcov faid, the gentleman was right in part; it had 
been uſual in time paſt to bring motions of this kind imme- 
diately before the Houſe, but the laſt ſeſſion was the firſt 
time a committee of this kind had been appointed, in order 
to remove ſome ill conſequences attending ſuch a practice. 
Mr. Speaker ſaid, that this, with all other buſineſs. re- 
1 from tlie laſt ſeſſion, would be ſent to the commit- 
tee. He thought if the Houſe took up this report ſeparately, 
it would not be altogether ſo orderly as to leave it for a 
committee to report thereon. | Fanny 
Mr. W. Surrn ſaid, that this would be putting too much 
er into the hands of the committee whereby they may 
protract buſineſs which requires haſte in its deciſion. 
Mr. BAL Dwix thought that as the committee woultt ſoon 
meet, their object would be to diſcharge the moſt t 
bufineſs earlieſt. He thought if there was not any thing 
very preſſing in it, the moſt regular way would be to let'11 
come before the Houfe*hroiigh the committee. However, if 
there was any thing preſſing in the caſe, he would not 
ſtand in its way. e 
Mr. WIr raus ſaid, that as this committee uſually re 
ported early, no great inconvenience could ariſe from a- 
waiting it. | TERS 
Mr. W. SurTa faid, he knew not any thing extraordina- 
ry preſſing in this cafe, and therefore had no objection to 
ithdraw his motion and wait the report of the committee. 
Adjourned at a quarter before one o'clock. 


Friday, Ditember 9. 


Mr. H1NDMAN preſented à petition from Samuel Cheſter, 
who had been a recruitig{ſergeant in the army, and ſpent 
20 years in the ſervice in Wining recruits, and is now near 
60 years of age, and though not wounded, yet his conſtitu- 
tion is fo debilitated that he is incapable of ſupporting him- 
ſelf, he therefore prays relief from the Houſe. Referred to 
the committe of elaims. | 

Mr. Macon, from the commitree of reviſal and unfiniſhed 
buſineſs, reported a number of bills and petitions left unde- . 
cided on at the haſt ſeſſion, of which we ſhall give account in 
due order. | | | 
Mr. W. Surru moved, that the uſual number of copies 
of the report on the ſaid bills, &c. be printed for the uſe of 
the members, which was agreed on. | 


C 
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Mr. W. SurTH moved, that the report of the committe 
on the petition of Henry Hill ſhould be referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, and made the order of the day 
for Monday next; which was agreed to. * 
Mr. HeaTH obſerved, that as this caſe was of a very 
complicated nature, he would move that the uſual number 
of copies of the report of the committee of claims on it 
ſhould be printed for the uſe of the members; which paſſed. 
The Speaker ſaid, that it had been uſual for the. Houſe to 
come to ſome order on the Preſident's addreſs, which was to 
refer it to a committee of the whole on the ſtate of the union. 
On which Mr. WILLIAus moved, that it be committed to a 
committee of the whole on the ſtate of the union, which 
was done accordingly. F 
Mr. BayLey moved that a committee of commerce and 
manufactures be appointed, when Mr. WILLIAM SMITH, 
Mr. SEw4ar, Mr. Corr, Mr. PaxkER, Mr. BLovunT, and 
Mr. Dx, were named for that committee. „ FSHe 
Mr. BALxr then moved, that when this Houſe adjourn, it 
adjourn till Monday at eleven o'clock. . 5 
The reaſon mentioned during the laſt ſeſſion for the Houſe 
not meeting to do buſineſs on Saturdays was, that the 
ſtanding committees were numerous, beſides many ſpecial 
committees for different purpoſes, whcſe buſineſs was fre- 
quently very important and troubleſome, it was therefore 
neceſſary that Saturday be allowed for the committees to fit, 
elſe buſineſs would be much protracted, and too burden- 
ſome on gentlemen in committees, h r 
Adjourned at a quarter paſt twelve. 


8 EN A T E. 
Monday, December 12. 


At twelve o'clock, the Senate in a body, waited on the 
Preſident of the United States at his houſe, when the Vice 
Prefident prefented the following Addreſs in anſwer to his 
Speech to both Houſes at the opening of the Seſſion: 


WE thank you, Sir, for your faithful and detailed ex- 
ſure of the exiſting ſituation of our country; and we ſin- 
cerely join in ſentiments of gratitude to an over-ruling pro- 
vidence, for the diſtinguiſned ſhare of public proſperity, and 


1 


private happineſs, which the people of the United States ſo 
peculiarly enjoy. RG SF 

We are fully ſenſible of the advantages that have reſulted 
from the adoption of meaſures (which you have ſucceſsfully 
carried into eſſect) to preſerve © peace, - cultivate friendſhip, 
and promote civilization amongſt the Indian tribes, on the 
weſtern frontiers zfeelings of humanity, and the moſt 
folid political principles, equally encourage the continuance 
of this ſyſtem. N | 8 N 

MWe obſerve with pleaſure, that the delivery of the milita- 
ry poſts, lately occupied by the Britiſh forces, within the 
territory of the United States, was made with cordiality and 
promptitude as ſoon as circumſtances would admit; and that 
the other proviſions of our treaties with Great-Britain and 
Spain, that were objects of eventual arrangement, are about 
_ carried into effect, with entire harmony and good 

ith. i N 

The unfortunate, but unavoidable difficulties that oppoſed 
a timely compliance with the terms of the Algerine treaty, 
are much to be lamented z as they may occaſion a temporary 
ſuſpenſion of the advantages to be derived from a ſolid peace 
with that power, and a perfect ſecurity from its Rn 
warfare at the ſame time, the lively impreſſions that at- 
fected the public mind, on the redemption of our captive 
fellow-citizens, afford the moſt laudable incentive to our ex- 
ertions, to remove the remaining obſtacles. 54 
We perfectly coincide with you in opinion that the im- 
portance of our commerce demands a naval force for its pro- 
teCtion againſt foreign inſult and depredation, and our ſoli- 
citude to attain that object will always be proportionate to 
its magnitude. | 
| The neceſſity of accelerating the eſtabliſhment of certain 
uſeful manufactures, by the intervention of legiſlative aid and 
protection, and the encouragement due to agriculture, by 
the creation of boards (compoſed of intelligent individuals) 
to patroniſe this - primary purſuit of ſociety, are- ſubjects 
which will readily engage our moſt ſerious attention. 

A national univerſity may be converted to the moſt uſeful 
purpoſes. The ſcience of legiſlation, being ſo eſſentially de- 
pendent on the' endowments of the mind, the public intereſt 
muſt receive effectual aid from the general diffuſion of 
knowledge; and the United States will aſſume a more dig- 
nified ſtation, among the nations of the earth, by the ſuc- 
ceſsful cultivation ct the higher branches of literature. 


— 
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A military academy may be likewiſe gendered. equally im- 
en o aid and direct the phyſical force nation, 
y.,cheriſhing a military ſpirit, enforcing a proper ſenſe of 
duſcipline, and ay ahve a ſcientific ſyſtem of tactics, is 
conſonant to the ſoundeſt maxims of | public policy: con- 
nected with, and ſupported by ſuch an eſtabliſhment, a well 
regulated militia, conſtituting the national defence of the 
country, would prove the woll effectual, as well as economi- 
cal, preſervative of peace. | WE 
We cannat hut conſider, with ſerigus apprehenſions, the 
inadequate compenſations of the public officers, eſpecially of 
thoſe in the more important ſtations. It is not only a viola- 
tion of the ſpitit of a public contract, but is an evil ſo ex- 
tenſive in its operation, and ſo. deſtructive in its conſequen- 
ces, that we truſt it will receive the moſt pointed legiſlative 
attention. | | 

We ſincerely lament, that whilſt the conduct of the Unit- 
ed States has been uniformly impreſſed with the character of 
equity, moderation and love of peace, in the maintenance of 
all their foreign relationſhips, our trade ſhould be ſo har- 
raſſed by the cruiſers and agents of the Republic of France, 
throughout the extenſive departments of the Weſt Indies, 

Whilſt we are confident that no cauſe of complaint exiſts, 
that could authoriſe an interruption.of our tranquility, or 
diſe that Republic from the bonds of amity, cemented 
by the faith of treaties, we cannot but ,expreſs our deepeſt 
regret, that official communications have been made to you, 
indicating a more ſerious diſturbance of our comme 
Although we cheriſh the expeCtation, that a ſenſe of juſ- 
tice, and a conſideration of our mutual intereſts will mode- 
rate their councils ; we are not unmindful of the ſituation in 
which events may place us, nor unprepared to adopt that 
ſyſtem of condyQ, which, compatible with the dignity of a 
reſpectable nation, neceſſity may compel us to purſue. 

We cordially acquieſce in the reflection, that the United 
States, under the operation of the Federal Government, have 
experienced a moſt rapid aggrandizement and proſperity, as 
well political as commercial. | 4 

Whilſt contemplating the cauſes that produce this auſpici- 
ous reſult, we muſt acknowledge the excellence of the con- 
ſtitutional ſyſtem, and the wiſdom of the legiſlative provi- 
ſions; — but we ſhould be deficient in gratitude and juſtice, 
did we not attribute a great portion of theſe advantages, to 
the virtue, firmneſs and talents of your adminiſtration; 
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which have been con] —— diſplayed in My moſt 
times, and on the n tical occaſions. It is, . — 
with the ſincereſt — — we now receive an official no- 
tiſication of your — es Atbos employ- 
ments of your coun 
When we review e yarious ſcenes of your public life, fo 

Jong Xs ſo ſucceſsfully, devoted to the moſt arduous ſervices, 
civil and military—as well, during the ſtruggles of the Ame- 
rican revolution, as the a periods of a recent date, 
we cannot look forward to your retirement, without our 
warmeſt affections and moſt anxious regards accompanying 

ou; and, without mingling with our fellow citizens at 
Ls. the ſincereſt wiſhes for your perſonal happineſs, that 
ſenſibility and attachment can expreſs. 

The moſt effectual conſolation that can offer for the loſs 
we are about to ſuſtain, ariſes from the animating reflection, 
that the influence of your example will extend to your ſucceſ· 
ſors, and the United States thus continue to enjoy, an ahle, 
upright, and en adminiſtration. 6 

I OHN ADAMS, Vice Preſident 
of the United States, and 
Preſident of the Senate. 


The following is the Reply of the Profident. 
© GENTLEMEN, | 


_ IT affords me great ſatisfaction, to find e 2 
concurrence in ſentiment with me on the various topics 
which I preſented for your information and deliberation 3 and 
that the h tter will receive from you an attention proportion. 
ed to their reſpective importance. 

For the notice you take of my public ſervices, civil and mi- 
Jitary, and your kind wiſhes for my perſonal happineſs, Ibeg 
you to accept my cordial thanks. Thoſe ſervices, and grea- 
ter, had I poſſeſſed ability to render them, were due to the 
unanimous calls of my country; and its approbation is my 
abundant reward. 

When contemplating the period of m retirement, I ſaw 
- virtuous and enlightened men, among whom I relied on the 
diſcernment and patriotiſm of my fellow - citizens, to make 
the proper choice of a ſucceflor ; men who would require no 
influential example to enſure to the United States « an able, 

right, and energetic adminiſtration.” To ſuch men, I ſhall 
Ja. yield the palm of genius and talents, to ſerve our 


— 


41 * 


eom mon 1 but at the ſame time I hope I may be in« 
dulged in expreſfing the conſoling reflection (which'conſci- 
ouſneſs ſuggeſts) and to bear it with me to my grave, that rione 
can ſerve it with purer intentions than T be d done, or "with 


2 + ene zeal. 
| 0 WASHINGTON. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Ando, December 12. es 


Mr. rs ſeven the committee appointed for that 
poſe, reported an anſwer to the addref; delivered by the 
fident to both Houſes of Congreſs, which was read * — 
+ Clerk. Mr. Aus then 'moved, that it be referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, aid made the order of the day 
for to-morrow, which was agreed to; and alſo, that the uſual 
number of copies be printed for the uſe of the members, *_ 

A meſſage was received from the Senate by Mr. Oris, 
their Secretary, informing the Houſe, that the Senate con- 
curred in the reſolution of this Houſe in the appointment of 
Chaplains, ” and that they have choſen the Rev. Biſhop 
White. | 

Mr, D. Fosrex from the committee of claims, reported 
that they had found many memorials which had not been 
acted on at the laſt ſeſſion, on account of the latenefs of its 
continuance, and not any negligence on the part of the com- 
mittee, it they would always report as ſoon as more important 
buſineſs would permit. He then moved a reſolution in 
effect as follows: C Reſolved, That all claims, referred to 
the committee of claims of the laſt ſeſſion, and not by them 

zorted-on, be now referred to the committee of claims of 
the preſent ſeſſion, purſuant to the rules of this Houſe” by 
which was agreed to. . 

Mr. Mapp1s0N preſented a memorial from che e 
ſioners at the Federal City, ſtating the many advantages that 
would reſult from the building of a national univerſity at the 
faid city; being the place appointed for the permanent ſeat 
of government of the United States; obſerving, that it 
had been the ſubjeQ of much converſation, but no effectual 
meaſures had been adopted towards its accompliſhment ; that 

pf an of land ſufficient for the building, together with 
ſhares on the Potowmac river, which was becoming ve- 
ry — had been appropriated by the Preſident of the 
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United States 3 that there would- doubtleſs be many liberal 
Jonations and cubſcriptions both in this country and from 
Europe towards its, ſupport; it would alſo introduce youth 
from other countries, and tend to- the eneral wealth and 
roſperity of this, by the more iſſemination of uſeful 
— They pray that s would take ſuch mea- 
ſures as 1 * they may be able to receive any donations which 
may be made tothe inſtitution. - .. - 
| Mr. Marp1s0N. moved, that it be mferred to a ſelect com- 
mittee, and he conceived that it would be proper for the ſame 
committee to take up that part of the Preſident's ren 
which relates to the ſame ſubject. 

Mr. W. SMiTH wiſhed to enquire of the gentleman from 
Virginia whether it would not be more orderly for the memo- 
rial to lie on the table until that part of the Preſident's ſpeech 
relating to the ſame ſubject come under. diſcuſſion. in the 
Houſe; he ſuggeſted this idea from the conſideration that it 
would look more reſpectful to the Chief Magiſtrate, to let it 
come from him, as, he had recommended it to the attention 
of the Houſe in his addreſs. 

Mr. Manpison replied, that it would be mare conſiſtent 
with order for * memorial to go through a ſelect commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Sura ſaid he would not object. The motion 
paſſed, and a committee of three members were appointed. 

Mr. Swaxwick preſented a petition from Charles White, 
metchant in this city, and owner of the ſchooner Neptune, 
which had been forleited on account of a ſequeſtration of 
property by the Captain, who had alſo, very much injured 
the owner, by embezzling 3000 dollars, beſides thirty. bags 
of coffee; as it was not on account of the owner, but the 
Captain's villany, the forfeiture took place, he hopes a re- 
verſion and relief; being himſelf fo great a ſufferer. 

It was, on motion, referred to the committee af commerce 
and manufactures. 

Mr. Swax wick alſo preſented A petition from Joſeph 
Rittenhouſe, merchant, confined in priſon for debt at the 
ſuit of the United States, He ſtated that he had ſurrendered 
all his property to be divided among his creditors ; he had pe- 
titioned Judge Peters to obtain his diſcharfe, ſuppoſing his 
caſe came within the act of relief for perſons, impriſoned for 
debt, who had not been able to effect his ——_— he 
therefore prays Congreſs to conſider his ſituation. On mo- 
tion it was referred to a ſelect committee of three members. 
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Mr. Ja&x80N' preſented a petition. for cutting # new road 
from Virginia and Maryland to tlie north weſtern territory, 
by which the poſt would be much facilitated; and the adja- 
cent country . which memorial was referred gf 
the committee on Poſt Offices and poſt roads. 
Mr. Swanwict preſented 4 petition from Bartholomew 
Sarazen, who had fuſtained much loſs from a French 
cruizer. He had made application to the French miniſter; 
and taken every meaſure for relief to no effect; he now 
prays relief from Congreſs. On motion, referrer} to'a ſelect 
committee of three members * 

Mr. BarLzr preſented a petition from Richard Champil- 
lon, and Daniel Lettice, who with William Trevor the 
maſter, poſſeſſed a veſſel, but who could derive no adyanta- 
gos from the ſaid veſſel for want of a licence, as the ſaid 

r had been forfeited and purchaſed again by the ori- 

2 poſſeſſors, but could not obtain a licence from the 

ſtom-houſe at New-York, they now petition Congreſs: for 

> renewal of the ſame. | Referred to the committee of com- 
merce and manufactures. 

Mr. WILLIAus moved that that part of the report of the 
committee of reviſals and unfiniſhed buſineſs, reſpecting cer- 
tain refugees from Nova Scotia and Canada, be referred to a 
committee of the whole Houſe, which was accordingly 
agreed, and made the order of the day for Thurſday next. 

Mr. WILLIæus preſented: a petition from James Crawford, 
who loſt his property in Nova Scotia during the war: He 
itioned relief. On motion, referred to the committee of the 
_ Houſe on the claims of certain refugees from INJova 
 JcoOtiac 

Mr. Wanne; moved, hae the Houſe now go into the 
ballot for a Chaplain. Dr. Green and Dr. Prieſtly were no- 
minated. Mr. WIILIAus and Mr. Gxxxxvr were appoints 
ed tellers, who, on counting the votes, declared for Dr. Aſh- 
bel Green, 35, for Dr. Joſeph Prieſtly 27, and for the Rev. 
Mr. Blair 6. Dr. Green was declared duly elected. 

Mr. Gniswoln moved the order of the day for the bill to 
amend the act for the more general promulgation of the laws 
of the United Sttes; which being agreed to, the Houſe re- 
folved itſelf ine? 2 committee of the whole thereon, Mr. 
MuHLENBERG in the chair, and after reading the bill, roſe 
and reported it without amendment. The Houſe then took 
it up, agreed to it, and ordered it to be engroſſed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 


„„ 


Mr. Corr moved the order of the day on the report of the 
committee of claims on the petition of Henry Hill. The 
Houſe formed itſelf into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
MvunreENBERG in the èhair, and read the report of the com- 
mittee thereon; which, on account of the complexity of the 
caſe, it will be neceſſary to give at length. | 
« That on the 15th of February 1783, a contract was made 
under the authority of the Saperintendant of finance, with 
John Banks, for fupplying the ſouthern army—and it was 
ſtipulated, among other things, that payment ſhould be 
made in gold or filver, at Philadelphia. Banks's accounts 
were ſettled in 1783 and 1784, to the mutual ſatisfaction of 
him and the public officers; excepting fo much as was con- 
tained in a charge of 9,768 81-90 dollars, including princi- 
pal and intereſt, againſt Banks. This charge was made, and 
the ſum retained, on the ground, that 8,612 24-90 prinei- 
pa and 1,156 57-90 intereſt, was in Mr. Charles Pettit's 
ands, which he claimed on account of a claim he, as quar- 
ter maſter, had againſt the United States; and the treaſury 
officers claimed as monies depoſited for John Banks, on ac- 
count of the above contract, and that Mr. Pettit held the 
faid ſum for Banks. Mr. Pettit claims a balance due him, in 
the quarter maſter's department, and. is willing to allow that 
ſum on his claim, of if there is not a balance in his favour, 
is willing to pay it. Hence it reſults that the ſum of 
9,768 81-90 dollars is credited to the United States by Mr. 
Pettit, and has been charged againſt John Banks, and re- 
ſerved out of the balance of the jp | | 
+ This actount having been once ſettled, the treaſury of- 
ficers refuſe to re-ſetthe it, as it is an eſtabliſhed rule at the 
treaſury not to open accounts for a new ſettlement which 
have once undergone a liquidation and fettlement by the pro- 
per officers. 


” 


The committee ſuppoſe, in a caſe like this, where it is 
manifeſt à double charge, in favor of the public, has been 
made, and that charge conſiſting of one item only, about 
which miſtzkes cannot poſſibly occur, that propriety and 
Juſtice would diftate an allowance of the ſum. The peti- 
tioner had an aſſignment of this claim from Mr. Miller, who 
claimed the right of Mr. Banks. | 80 | 

The committee are of opinion, that it would be improper 
for them to determine who are the aCtual and equitable re- 


preſentatives of John Banks, - far as reſpeQs this balance; 
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as the right of the claimants may receive a judicial fdetermi- 
nation. | 

It is ſufficient that the balance be ** to the credit of 
the perſon to whom it belonged on the 3 1ſt da y of Decem- 
ber 1783, the time the.ſum was retained out of Banks's pa 
ment. They therefore ſubmit, for the confeeration of x of 
Houſe, the following reſolution, viz. 

« Reſolved, That the accounting officers of the treaſury 
cauſe the ſum of 9,768 81-90 dollars, charged to"the con- 
tract account of John Banks, on the 31ſt of December 1783, 
to be credited to the faid John Banks—and that the ſum ts 
credited, be charged to the account of ſuch other perſon as, 
in their opinion, thall be juſtly chargeable therewith. | 

Mr. HzaTH moved an amendment to the report that the 
words in the latter part, after John Banks, &c. beſtruck out, 
as he thought it would otherwiſe be interfering with the ju- 
dicial authority and making a diſagreement between the lat- 
ter part of the reſolution and the former part. 

Mr. D. FosTex ſaid, it appeared that when Mr. Banks' 8. 
account was ſettled, the ſum in queſtion was charged to his 
account, and it appeared that the United States had been 
credited in Mr. Pettit's account for that ſum. He thought 
there could be no doubt on this, and therefore hoped 1 
amendment would be negatived. Mr. D. Fos rER, Mr. 
Hearn, and Mr, Corr ſeverally ſpoke on the ſubject; the 
motion was then put and negatived. 

Mr. Corr next moved the following e to be ads 
ded to the report; and that they charge the ſaid J. Banks 
with the ſeveral ſums paid by the United States, to indemni- 
fy the eſtate of the late General Green, for certain en gage- 
ments entered into by him on account of the ſaid Banks. 

Mr. Harn oppoſed this amendment, becauſe it interfered 
with the judicial power. Beſides, as there were claims prior 
to the engagement between General. Green and Mr. Banks 
for this money, he thought it would be unjuſt to ſeize 
this money, becauſe it was in their power. He thought the 
Executive power ſhould not interfere with the legiſlative, nor 
the legiſlative with the Executive ; and he hoped gentlemen 
in this Houſe would never become accuſers and judges tos ;- 
fuch conduct he thould judge extremely improper. its. 

Mr. D. FosTsz hoped alto that the laſt motion would not 
paſs. 

Mr. BALDWIN, Mr. Corr, and Mr. W. SMITH, ſeverally 
ſpoke, but as more my details on a ſubject not generally 


\ 
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Intereſting,” and withal rather intricate, are not very import- 
ant, we ſhall forbear extending the ſubject unneceffarily. 

Mr. D. FosTzx at length moved that the committee tiſe 
and report progreſs. The committee enen roſe, and 
obtained bes to ſit again. | 

Adjourned = at a quarter paſt one. 


"Tueſday, December 13. 


A new member, to wit, Mr. Wikia Srnnabwien 
from North Carolina. 5 in the room of Mr. Tarox, ee 
took the oath and his ſeat in the Houſe. 

Mx. W. Surrn, from the committee appointed to exg- 
mine into the petitions of Thomas Lloyd and Thomas Car- 
penter, reported the following reſolution; That the Clerk 
of this Houſe cauſe the members to be furniſhed; during the 
preſent ſeſſion, with s of the Debates of Con- 
greſs, printed in this city, 9 * as the. members reſpectively 
ſhall chooſe, to be delivered at their lodgings; provided 

that they do not exceed the price at which other ſubſcribers 
are ſerved therewith.” On motion it was reſolyed, that it 
be read a ſecond time and referred to a committee of the 

whole Houſe, as the order of the day for to-morrow. 2 

The bill for the amendment of the act for the more gene- 
ral promulgation of the laws was read a third time and pated 
without amendment. 

Mr. W. Surrn then moved for the order of the day on 
= _-_ of the Committee in anſwer to the Preſident's Ad- 

e 

Mr. GILES ſaid, chat as the printed copy of the anſwer 
was but juſt laid before the Houſe, he hoped the gentleman 
would not inſiſt on his motion, as he declared he had not 
had-time to read it ; he would therefore move that it be 
deferred till to-morrow. 

Mr. PaRK RR ſeconded the motion; he ſaid he was not 
able to judge whether the anſwer would meet his approbation 
or not; he wiſhed time to be given for the conſideration 

of it. 
MI. W. SMitH ſaid, he knew no inftance.in which the 
anſwer to the Preſident's Addreſs had been laid over, and 
he thought it ought to be diſpatched with all poſible yoo 

Mr. Harn ſaid, he hoped his colleague would not inſiſt 
on his motion for letting it lie over till to-morrow; he 
thought it could be as well acted on to-day. 


— — — — — . — —-— . — 
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_ Mr. Aus obſerved, .that it would look very awkward ta 
let it lie over till to-morrow, as it was very unuſual, if not 
unprecedented ſo to do; : he thought gentlemen might make 
up their minds ahout it if laid on the table about an hour, 
they could in the mean time diſpatch other es which 
would come before them. | 

Mr. GiLEs ſaid, he had experienced extreme inconveni- 
ence from gentlemen preſſing for a ſubject before it had 
been matured in the minds of members ; he thought it would 
be extremely i improper and unuſual, and in its conſequences 
diſagreeable, to go into the bulineſs before "gentlemen wn 
time to reflect on it, 

„Mr. SirGREAvES ſaid, chat the more expeditious the 
Houſe were on the er to the Prefiſient's Addreſs, the 
greater the effect of it would be, he hoped, therefore, that 
there would be no delay. He had in recollection, a meſ- 
ſage which was received from the Preſident, reſpecting the 
colours of the French Republic, at the laſt ſeſſion, thoſe 
very gentlemen who now wiſhed a delay, then thought that 
to let the ſubject lie over, would loſe its principal effect, 
although ſeveral of the members wiſhed it to lie over, and 
but for one day. Surely we have as much reſpe& for the 
Prefident as we have for the French OY NES He really 
hoped the bulineſs would not lie over. 

Mr. W. LyMaNn hoped gentlemen did not look upon this an- 
ſwer to the Preſident's Addreſs as merely complimentary : 
He declared he took it up in a very different light, he view- 
ed it as of the moſt extenſive conſequence ; ; it related to the 
ſubjects recommended to the notice of the Houſe by the Prefi- 
dent, which might relate to the alteration of the laws, and 
* to the forming new laws; and could gentlemen 

ave time to form their minds on ſuch an important part of 
their buſineſs? He had only ſeen the report this morning, 
and hoped he ſhould have time to conſider it before it paſſed 
through the Houſe, 

The Speaker faid, that the buſineis before the Houſe now 
was, whether the unfiniſhed buſineſs ſhould be poſtponed 
in order to make room for a committee of the whole to fit on 
the report of the committee on the anſwer. 

Mr. ParKER obſerved that he could not ſay whether he 
approved or diſapproved of the anſwer before the Houſe, he 
had not read the report, he therefore hoped that the unfi- 
niſhed buſineſs would be taken up and this poſtponed ; he 
thought 1 it was too important to be haſtened: He wiſhed 
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gentlemen to be very careful how they committed themſelves, 
at a juncture ſo critical, and on buſineſs ſo mamentous. 
We had juſt been told by the Preſident, that we did not ſtand 
well with the French nation; and the Senate in their an- 
ſwer had accorded. with his obſervations on that ſubject; 
(Mr. ParKBR was here informed that the buſineſs of the 
Senate ought not be introduced here,) he therefore hoped a 
day might be allowed to * into conſideration. 
| r. WILLIAMS ſaid, he had ſearched and could find no 
t in the journal to encourage a delay of this buſineſs. 
He found that when à report was made by the commuter 
on ſuch an occaſion, it was uſual to be taken up by a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe; and if gentlemen diſagreed on the 
ſubject, it ſhould be recommitted to the ſame committee who 
formed it, to make ſuch alterations whereby it may.meet more 
general approbation, or be amended by the Houte and pak 
ied ; he hoped no new precedent. would be made. ; 
The Speaker again obſerved that the queſtion was on poſt- 
poning the unfiniſhed buſineſs, to take up this report. ; 
Mr. W. SMITH ſaid, that if this buſineſs was delayed, it 
ought to be for ſubſtantial reaſons : The principal reaſon 
gentlemen had urged was, that they had not had time to ac- 
quaint themſelves with the anſwer, how then, he aſked, 
could they make their obſervations on it as they had done. 
The committee had, he thought, drafted it in ſuch general 
terms that it could not be generally diſapproved; there are but 

two parts in which he thought there would be differences of 
opinion, viz. that which related to the French Republic, 
and that which complimented the Preſident for his ſervices; 
as to the firſt, he thought it ſo expreſſed as to need no 
delay in the anſwer; with reſpect to the latter, he hoped 
no gentleman would refuſe to pay a due regard to the ſervices, 
(the Speaker again informed the Houſe what was the queſ- 

tion) Mr. SMITH ſaid, we ought not now to reflect on a 
thing we may judge has not been done as we could wiſh; 
could we refuſe a tribute of reſpect to a man who had ſerved 
his country ſo much? He thought a delay at preſent would 
have a very unpleaſant appearance. He hoped we ſhould 
go into this buſineſs immediately, agreeable to the former 
3 of the Houſe on ſimilar occaſions. The unfiniſhed 
uſineſs was yeſterday poſtponed for want of proper infor- 
mation, and he thought the ſame reaſon was yet in force 
with reſpect to it. He hoped nothing would impede this 
buſineſs, leaſt it ſhould appear like a want of reſpect in us. 
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He hoped to ſee an unanimous vote in favour of a reſpectful 
anſwer to the Chief Magiſtrate, whoſe ſervices we ought 
zealouſly to acknowledge. ee. 
Mr. GIL BERT ſaw no reaſon to depart from a practice 
which has) been uſual; he therefore hoped the t might 
epme under conſideration to-day; he thought if it laid on 
the table an hour or an hour and an half, gentlemen could 
then be prepared to conſider llt. 
The Speaker again put the Houſe in mind of the queſtion. 
Mr. NichoLAs ſaid, if the buſineſs was preſſed too preci- 
pitately, gentlemen may be ſenſible of their error when it 
was too late; many bad conſequences might attend haſten- 
ing the ſubject before it was well matured. He could ſee no 
reaſon why the buſineſs ſheuld be preeipſtated upon the 
Houſe; a proper delay would not ſhow any want of reſpect 
to the Preſident, as ſome gentlemen think. Would it be 
more reſpectful that an anſwer ſhould be ſent by this Houſe, 
which for want of time had not been ſufficiently conſidered? 
Certainly not. Far more ſo will it appear that after mature 
deliberation the members are unanimous in their anſwer : 
I therefore think the object of reſpe& which the gentleman 
from North Carolina has in view will be completely anfwer- 
Gentlemen talk about precedent: I am aſhamed to hear 
them; there may be no precedent on the ſubject: But are 
we always to act by precedent? There is ſcarcely a circum- 
ſtance occurs in this Houſe but what is different from = 
that was before it. The Preſident's addreſſes to this Houfe 
are always different; they relate to the circumſtances of things 
that are, have been and may be; then to talk of precedents 
where things cannot be alike, is to trammel men down by 
rules which would be injurious in the iſſue. hd as 
The meſſage of the Prefident reſpecting the French Co- 
tours had been referred to: If gentlemen were then wrong, 
is that a reaſon why they ſhould continue to ack wrong ? But 
this circumſtance materially differs from that: that was 
merely an expreſſion of ſentiment which could at once be de- 
termined, but this of ſentiment accompanied with deep and 
folemn reflection; it is ſo int#rwoven with the politics of the 
country as to require great circumſpection. I hope gentle- 
men will not go into it untill they are ny nun 
I wiſh to pay all poſſible reſpect to the Chief Magiſtrate, 
and cannot prove it better than by a ſincere deſire for an 
unanimous vote to the anſwer, which is only to be obtained 
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by proper deliberation; and thus let him d 
office with credit, and the enjoyment of our — in 
his retirement. 

The queſtion for poſtponing the unfiniſhed buſineſs to take 
up this report was then put and negatived, 43 to 31. 

The motion was then made for the order of the day on 
the petition of Henry Hill. f 

Mr. D. Fos rER hoped the buſineſs would be further poli- 

ned, as the neceſſary information on the ſubje& ne not 
— obtained. It was accordingly poſtponed. 

Mr. W. Smith again moved for the He Houſe to take up the 
anſwer to the Preſident's Speech. - _ 

Mr. Macon ſaid, this was taking two different e to 
accompliſh the ſame object: he thought it was not in order, 
therefore ſhould oppoſe it. 

The Speaker ſaid, the motion was perfectly in order. 
The other motion was, whether the unfiniſhed bufineſs was 
to be delayed to make room for the anſwer, which unfiniſh- 
ed buſineſs had now been diſpenſed with. A motion may now 
be made to fix this buſineſs to a day certain, which would 
fuperſede the other motion. 

Mr. NichoLAs then moved, that this buſineſs be poſtpon- 
ed till to-morrow. | 

Mr. Corr hoped it would be poſtpone d. This committee 
was appointed laſt Thurſday but had not made their report 
till yeſterday. He found the anſwer on the deſk this morn- 
ing, but had not read it; and though he had ſuch confidence 
in the gentlemen who drew it up, as that he was now ready 
to vote for it, yet as many gentlemen wiſhed to conſider it, 
he thought they ought not to be preſſed to a vote too haſtily. 
He hoped: the motion would be carried. 

The motion was put and carried for a poſtponement. - 

Mr. "THATCHER preſented a petition from Conſtant Free- 
man, jun. who had loſt all his property in Canada, prays 
relief from Congreſs. On motion it was referred to the 
committee of the whole on that ſubject. 

Mr. Mappisox preſented a petition from Peter Gree, 
who had been in the army, and received wounds which en- 
titled him to a penſion, but through his poverty and infirmi- 
ty had not been able to apply while his petition could be 
granted. It was referred to the committee of claims. 

Mr. G1i:.LMAN, from the committee of reviſal and unfi- 
niſhed buſineſs . on en * that were — ex- 
piring. 
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Mr. Coorxx preſented a petition from John Roth reſpe&- 
ing ſome unſettled accounts which had been referred to the 
committee of claims laſt. ſeſſion, and rejected. Alſo; one 
from Catliff Meſther, for compenſation for ſervices rendered; 
which were teferred to the committee of claims. 
Mr. SHERBURNE obſerved, that among the unkniſhed bu- 
fineſs of laſt ſeſſion was a petition of Benjamin Mecomb, 
which he moved ſhould be referred to a committee of the 
whole Houſe ; which was agreed to, and made the order of 
the day for Monday next. 
Mr. | — moved, that have leave 
to withdraw his petition with the accom ng the 
ſame. It had been acted on at the laſt feſhon but paying th 
Leave was. accordingly given. | 
| Adjourned at one o'clock. 
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A lettet was received from the Secretary of the Treaſury, 
with propoſals for the laying on direct taxes, which with all the 
papers accompanying the ſame, were, on motion of Mr. Ma- 
cox, ordered to be printed. The uſual number printed for 
the uſe of the Houſe is 300 but 5300 of theſe were ordered. 

Mr. GILxs preſented a petition from Andrew Dunſton, 
praying the Houſe to reconfider his claim, he having made 
application before this on the ſame claim. Referred to the 
committee of elaims. 

Mr. FREEMAN preſented a reſolution which had paſſed the. 
Legiſſature of the State of Maſſachuſctts, ſtating that the 
friendly diſpoſition of the Indians of Martha's Vineyard, had 
granted a portion of land for the purpoſe of exiting a light 
Houſe, which appears very neceſſary. They apply to the Le- 
giſlature of the United States for that purpoſe. EN to 
the committee of commerce and manufactures. | 

Mr. FREEMAN preſented ſeveral petitions from owners of 

fiſhing veſſels, praying for the bounty allowed to cod-fifhers, 
. which were referred to the Secretary of the Treaſury. - 

The Speaker informed: the retry that-the report of the 
committee of claims, on the petition of Henry Hill, was the 
order of this day, and having a priority to other buſineſs 
ſhould now be taken up. . | 

Mr. D. Fos rx obſerved, that on account of not being able 
to obtain the papers neceſſary to throw a proper light on the 
ſubject, he hoped the conſideration of it would be poſtponed 
er re- committed. There are ſeveral of the members of the 
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committee not ſufficiently acquainted with the buſineſs; 
therefore required time before it could be acted on. 

Mr. Harn hoped that it would be recommitted to Ss 
committee of claims. 

The committet of tlie whole was then diſcharged, from a 
farther conſideration of the caſe, and the vegan was recom- 
mitted. 

Mr. HEAT preſented a petition from W Thomſon 
in behalf of himſelf and other Canadian refugees, praying re- 
lief from the Houſe. Referred to the committee of the 
whole on that ſubje&. 

Mr. W. Surri moved for the order of the day on the pe- 
titions of Thomas Lloyd and 'Thomas Carpenter, where- 
upon the Houſe reſolyed itſelf into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair, when having read the 
report ak che committee do whom it was. referred: 

Mr. Macon wiſhed ſome tleman who was in that 
committee, would be ſo good as inform the Houſe what 
would be the probable expence, and for what reaſon the 
Houſe ſhould go into the buſineſs. He thought the expence 
was altogether unneceffary, whatever it may be. 

If 2 debates of this were to be — and four 


br five copies given to each member, they would employ all 


the mails of the United States. He allo adrerted tothe attempt 
at the laſt ſeſſion to introduce a ſtenographer into the Houle, 


which failed. 
Mr. Surri informed the 3 that Mr. Lloyds eſti- 


mate of the ex 3 is, that he will ſupply the Houſe with 
His reports at the rate of three cents per half ſheet. His cal- 
culation is that he can fupply the members at the expence of 
about 1600 dollars for the ſeſſion. With reſpect to the gen- 
tleman's reference to laft ſeſſion, this was materially dif- 

t from that; that motion was to make the perſon an 
officer of this Houſe, and at an expence much greater; he 


thought this attempt would be of great uſe to the Houſe. 
Regular and accurate information of the debates in the 


Houſe, would be a very deſirable thing, he therefore hoped 


the reſolution would prove agreeable to the Houſe. 


Mr. WILLIAus ſaid, that the Houſe need not go into un- 


neceflary expencez the members were now furniſhed morn- 


2 and I with newſpapers, which contained the de- 
— * ſhould the Houſe with for more ? if one 
r debates to this Houſe, 


will it not deſtroy the advantages any other can derive from 
| E 
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it. We ought to encourage an undertaking. of this kind, 
but let us encourage any gentlemen to come here and take 
down the debates. Laſt. year they were taken down very ac- 
curately, and diſperſed throughout the Union. 2 
By paſſing this reſolution, you will deſtroy the uſe of the 
privilege to #rty other than the perſon favoured by this 
Houſe. Why give one a privilege more than another? He ob- 
ſerved, it had been common to give gentlemen the privilege 
to come into the Houſe and take down the debates, which 
had been laſt year delivered time enough to give ſatisfaction 
to the members, . 
Mr. Tnarchxx ſaid, he ſhould wiſh for information from 
the committee how many perſons there were to publiſh de- 
bates, as he underſtood there were ſeveral, and the members 
were to ſupply themſelves from whom they pleaſed ; he 
ſhould likewiſe wiſh for information how many each mem- 
ber was to have to amount to the valte of 1600 dollars. 
Mr. W. SmiTH faid, there had been petitions received 
from only two, Thomas Lloyd and Thomas Carpenter, they 
intended each of them to publiſh the debates; there might be 
others, he knew not; there was no intention of giving any 
one a preference; gentlemen could ſubſeribe for that they ap- 
proved of moſt; at tlie calculation of Mr. Lloyd, the mem- 
bers would have five copies each for the 1600 dollars. ä 
. Mr. W. Lyman ſaid, the queſtion was, whether the 
Houſe would incur the expence of 1600 dollars to ſupply 
the members with copies or not; he thought there. was no 
need of the expence : If the Houſe do not think proper to 
furniſh the members, they can ſupply themſelves ; a publi- 
cation of them is going on at preſent and many gentlemen 
had fubſcribed to it already. | 8 : "wha 275k 
Mr. DzarBoRNE did not think that 1600 dollars thus laid 
out would be expended to the beſt poſſible advantage. From 
the number of perſons which we fee here daily taking down 
debates he thought we might expect to ſee a good report of 
the occnrrences in the Houſe. There was a book going a- 
bout for ſubſcriptions, which appeared to be well encourag- 
ed, he ſaw many of the members' names in it. He thought 
that by a plan like that, the reports may be as accurately 
taken as we may have reaſon to expect if the Houle incurs 
this expence. . . 3 
Mr. NichoLAs obſerved, that members were now ſerver 
with three newſpapers, he thought to vote for this reſolution 
on account of obtaining a more full and compleat repott than 
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was to be had in the newſpapers ; thus it would ſuperſede 
the neceſſity of taking ſo many papers. He thought this plan 
more uſeful to the member, and generally of more advan- 
tage to their conſtituents, as they could diſperſe thoſe de- 
bates where otherwiſe never would be ſeen. 
Mr. THaTCRER faid, if the object of the motion was to 
ſuperſede the receiving of newſpapers, he certainly ſhould 
rote againſt it. He did not confider the main reaſon why 
members were ſerved with the newſpapers was that they may 


obtain the debates : no, he thought it more important in 


their ſtations, that they ſhould know the occurrences of the 
day, from the various parts of the United States as well as 
from foreign nations. Though he might favour an under- 
taking of this kind, yet he would give preferenge to a newſ- 
paper if they were to have one without the other. 
Mr. HEeaTH did not wiſh, that the members being furniſh- 
ed with debates agreeable to the motion ſhould ſuperſede the 
_ recieving of newſpapers, yet he ſhould vote for it. Gentle- 
men had ſaid the debates were taken more correct laſt ſeſſion 
than before, yet he had heard a whiſper which was going 
trom North to South, that our debates are not repreſented 
impartially. He wiſhed the Houſe and the people to he fur- 
niſhed with a true report; ſuch a thing would be very uſe- 
ful: however, he did not wiſh to encourage a monopoly to 
thoſe two perſons : no, he would wiſh to give an equal 
chance to all who chooſe to come and take them. Shall-we 
repreſs truth? I hope not, but diſfeminate* it as much as 
poſſible. Laſt ſeſſion, when I was under the act of God's 
providence prevented from attending the Houſe, a member 
ſent for a gentleman from Virginia who was to act as ſteno- 
grapher, with whom the Houſe and a Printer in this city 
were to combine. Warm debates enſued on the propriety of 
the meaſure, and the gentleman returned home after the mo- 
tion was negatived. I hope gentlemen will not grudge 1600 
dollars towards the ſupport of truth. What we ſee now in 
the newſpapers is taken from the memory, and not by a ſte- 
nographer. The people will thank you that you have taken 
means to inveſtigate truth. If any gentleman can point out 
a better mode to obtain this object, I hope he will do it that 
it may be adopted; till then I ſhall ſupport the reſolution. 
Mr. SHERBURNE did not think as the gentleman laſt up, 
that the intereſt of the country was concerned; the only 
thing they were concerned in was the payment of the money. 
The printing of this work did not depend on the motion of 
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this Houfe, whether the Houſe adopt it or not the book 
will be publiſhed. It is a matter of private intereſt 5a ſpe+ 
culation in the adventurer, like other publications. The 
queſtion he conceived meant only this; thould the members 
be ſupplied with tlieſe pamphlets at the expence of the pub- 
lic, or ſhould they put their hands in their own pockets and 
pay for them individually ? He thought the Houſe had no 
greater reafons to ſupply the members with this work than 

other publicationsz they might as welt be furniſhed, with 

the works of Peter Porcupine, or the Rights of Man at the 
public expence. bt LOR | 
Mr. W. Sr faid, the gentleman was miſtaken with 
reſpect to the work going on, whether ſupported by the 
Houſe or not. It was true as it reſpected the work propoſed 
by Mr. Carpenter, but with reſpect to Mr. Lloyd, he declar- 
ed he could not undertake it, except the Houte would ſub- 
fcribe for 5 copies for each member. Wee 

Mr. Swanwick conſidered the queſtion to be to this ef- 
fect, whether the debates be under the fanction of the 
Houfe or not. A gentleman had faid, it will be a great 
ſervice to the public to have a correct ſtatement of the de- 
bates. I think the moſt likely way to obtain it correct is to 
let it reſt on the footing of private induſtry. We have a 
work entitled the Senator in circulation; I have no doubt but 
the publiſher wil find good account in the undertaking. Why 
ſhould the Houſe trouble itſelf to ſanction any particular 
work ? Gentlemen would then have enough to do every 
morning in putting the debates to rights before they were 
publiſhed, as they would be pledged to the accuracy of the 
reports. I never heard that in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons 
or Lords ſuch a motion was ever made, nor have J ever 
heard of ſuch in any other country; then why" ſhould we give 
our ſanction and incur a reſponſibility for the accuracy of it. 
He ſaid he ſhould vote againſt the motion, but would en- 
courage ſuch a work while it reſted on the footing of private 
adventure. | | hn 

Mr. Tnarcgrn ſaid, he differed much from the gentle- 

man laſt up, as it reſpected the reſponſibility of the Houſe on 
ſuch a publication he thought it might as well be ſaid that 
| becauſe there had been a reſolution for the Clerk to furniſh 
the members of this Houſe with three newſpapers, the 
Houſe was reſponſible for the truth of what thoſe newſpa- 
pers contained; if it was ſo, he ſhould eraſe his name from 
} » ſupply of them, as he thought, in general, they contained 
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more lies than truth. Two conſiderations might recommend 
the reſolution z it would encourage the undertaking, and alſo 
add to the ſtock of public information; on either cheſe he 
would give it his along. Soon after he came into the city, a 
paper was handed him with propoſals for a publication of 
this kind (the Senator) he ſaid he with pleaſure ſubſcribed to 
its ſupport ; as to.general information that was given already 
by newſpapers, and though each member was to be ſupplied 
with five copies, yet very few would fall into. hands where 
the newſpapers did not reach. The work, he ſaid, would go 
forward at any rate, If he thought the work depended on the 
motion, he ſhoyld rejoice to give his vote towarg its aid. On 
the queſtion being put only 19 gentlemen voted in favour of 
the reſolution; it was therefore negatived. 

The committee then roſe, The Houle then took up the 
reſolution. * 

Mr. "THATCHER obſerved, the queſtion was put while he 
was inattentive, he wiſhed it to lie over till to-morrow. 

Mr. GiLEs wiſhed to indulge the gentleman in his deſire. 

Mr. TnarchEx then moved for the vote of the Houſe, 

whether the report of the committee of the whole be poſt- 
poned. Tyenty- four members only appearing for the poſt- 
ponement, it was negatived. 
The queſtion was then put, whether the Houſe. agreed to 
the report of the committee of the whole, and diſagreed with 
the report of the ſelect committee; which appeared in the af- 
firmative. . The motion was therefore loſt. 

The Houſe again reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole on the anſwer to the Preſident's Addreſs, Mr. Muh- 
lenberg in the chair, when the anſwer reported by the ſe- 
lect committee was read by the Clerk, and then in Eee 
by the pe pats which 1s as follows ; 


SIR, 2594 


THE Houſe of Repreſentatives have attended to your 
communication reſpecting the ſtate of our country, with all 
the ſenſibility that the contemplation of the ſubject, and a 
ſenſe of duty can inſpire. 

We are gratified by the information, that meaſures calcu- 
lated to enſure a continuance of the friendſhip of the In- 
dians, and to maintain the tranquility of the interior fron- 
tier, have been adopted; and we indulge the hope that theſe, 
by impreſſing the Indian tribes with more correct concep- 
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tions of the juſtice, as well as power of the United Wen, 
will be attended with ſucceſs. 

While we notice, with ſatisfaction, the ſteps that you have 
taken in purſuance of the late treaties with ſeveral foreign 
nations, the liberation of our citizens, who were priſoners at 
Algiers, is a ſubject of peculiar felicitation. We fhall, 
cheerfully co-operate in any further meaſures that ſhall ap- 
pear, on conſideration, to be requiſite. 

We have eyer concurred with you in the moit ſincere and 
uniform diſpoſition to preſerve our neutral relations inviolate, 
and it is, of courſe, with anxiety and deep regret we hear 
that any interruption of our harmony with the French Re- 
public has occurred: for we feel with you and with our con- 
ſtituents, the cordial and unabated wiſhto maintain a perfectly 
friendly underſtanding with that nation. Tour endeavours 
to fulfil that wiſh, [ond by all honorable means to preſerve peace 
and to reſtore that — y and affeion which have heretofore ſo 
happily ſubſiſted between the French Republic and the Uniti 


- States] cannot fail therefore, to intereſt our attention. And 
while we participate in the full rcliance you have expreſſed 
on the patriotiſm, ſelf-reſpect and fortitude of our country- 


men, we cheriſh the . hope, that a mutual ſpirit of 
juſtice and moderation on the part of the Oe * en- 


fure the ſucceſs of your perſeverance, 


The various ſubjects of your communication will, ede 
tively, meet with the attention that is due to their importance. 

When we advert to the internal ſituation of the United 
States, we deem it equally natural and becoming to compare 
the tranquil proſperity of the citizens with the period imme- 
diately antecedent to the operation of the government, and 
to contraſt it with the calamities in which the ſtate of war till 


involves ſeveral of the European nations, as the reflections de- 
' duced from both tend to juſtify as well as to excite, a warmer 


admiration of our free conſtitution, and to exalt. our minds 
to a more fervent and grateful ſenſe of piety towards Almigh- 
ty God for the benificence of his providence, by which its 
adminiſtration has been hitherto fo remarkably diſtin- 
guiſhed. | 
And while we entertain a grateful comviction that your 
wiſe, firm and patriotic adminiſtration has dcen ſignally con- 
ducive to the ſucceſs of the preſent form of government, we 
cannot forbear to expres the deep ſenſations of regret with 


which we —_—_— late your intended retirement from of- 
ſice. | 1.5 


( 


As no other ſuitable occaſion may occur, we tanhtot ſuffey 
the preſent to paſs without attempting to diſcloſe ſome of the 
emotions which it cannot fail to awaken. | 
The gratitude and admiration of your countrymen. are” {till 
drawn to the tecollection of thoſe reſplendent virtues and 
talents which were ſo eminently inſtrumental to the atchiev- 
ment of the revolution, and of which - that glorious event 
will ever be the memorial. Your obedience to the voice of 
duty and your country, when you quitted reluctantly, a ſes 
cond time, the retreat you had choſen, and firſt accepted the 
Preſideney, afforded a new proof of the devotedneſs of your 
z:al in its ſervice, and an earneſt of the prtriotiſm and ſue- 
ceſs which have characterized your adminiſtration. . As the 
grateful confidence” of the citizens in the virtues of their Chief 
Magiſtrate, has eſſenially contributed to that ſucceſs, we 
purſuade ourſelves that the millions whom we -repreſent, 
participate with us in the. anxious ſolicitude of the preſent 
occaſion. i ban Ae! 
Yet we cannot be unmindful that your moderation and 
magnanimity, twice diſplayed by retiring from your exalted 
ſtations, afford examples no leſs rare and inſtructive to 
mankind; than valuable to a Republic. | 
Although we are ſenſible that this event, of itſelf, com- 
pletes the luſture of a character already conſpicuouſly unri- 
valled by the coincidence of virtue, talents, ſucceſs and pub- 
lic eſtimation; yet we conceive we owe it to you, Sir, 
and ſtill more emphatically to ourſelves and to our natiou; 
(of the language of whoſe hearts we preſume to think our- 
ſelves at this moment the faithful interpreters) to expreſs the 
ſentiments with which it is contemplated. 57 vn 
The ſpectacle of a whole nation, the freeſt and moſt en- 
lightened in the world, offeriag by its repreſentatives the 
tribute of unfeigned approbation to its firſt citizen, however, 
noval and intereſting it may be, derives all its luſtre, (a luſ- 
tre which accident or enthuſiaſm could not beſtow, 
and which adulation would tarniſh) from the tranſcendent 
merit of which it is the voluntary teſtimon x. 
May you long- enjoy that liberty which is ſo dear to you, 
and to which your name will ever bc fo dear: May your 
own virtues and a nation's prayers obtain the happieſt ſun- 
!hine for the decline of your days and the choieſt of future 
bleſſings. For your country's fake, for the ſake of republi- 
can liberty, it is our earneſt wiſh that your example may be 
the guide of your ſucceſſors, and thus, after being thè orna- 
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ment and fafeqiard of the preſent age, become the patrimo- 
ny of our deſcendants. 


Mr. VenaBLE obſerved on a paragraph wherein it ſpeaks 
of the 6 tranquility of the interior Wer He did not 
underſtand what was the meaning of the expreffon, he 
moved to inſert Weſtern frontief in its ftead. 

Mr. Auxs obſerved that the words of the report is in the 
Preſident's ſpeech ; however, he thouglit the amendment a 

one. It then paſſed. 

In the fourth paragraph are theſe words, Your Ande- 
yours to fulfil that wiſh cannot fail therefore to intereft our 
attention.” At the word « wiſh” Mr. Giles propoſed to in- 
ſert thoſe words; « and by all honourable means to 
— and reſtore that harmony and affection, which have 

3 ſo happily ſubſiſted bet <tween the French Repub- 

lic and this country.” And ſtrike out the words that follow 
ce wiſh” in that paragraph. He ſaid his reaſons for moving this 
amendment was to avoid its conſequences. He really withed 
the report entirely recommitted, as there were many objec- 
tionable parts in it. He had becn very ſeriouſly impreſſed 
with the conſequences that would reſult from a war with the 

/ F rench Republic. When I reflect on the calamities of war 

in general, I ſhudder at the thought; but to conceive of the 

Zanger of a French war in particular, it cuts me {till cloſer. 
When I think what many gentlemen in mercantile ſituations 
now feel and the dreadful ſtop put to commerce. I feel the 
moſt ſincere defire to cultivate harmony and good under- 
ſtanding; I ſee redoubled motives to ſhow the world that we 
are in favour of a preſervation of peace and harmony. 

> Mr. W. STE ſaid, he ſhould not object to the amcad. 
ment; but he thought it only an amplification of a fentiment 
Juſt before expreſſed; he did not ſee any advantage in the ſen- 
timent-as dilated, nor could he fee any injury which could 
accrue from it. He hoped every ' gentleman in the Houſe 
-wiſhed as fincerely for the preſervation of peace, as that gen- 
tleman did. 

Mr. Ames wiſhed to know of the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia, whether he meant to ſtrike out the latter part of this 
paragraph ; if he did he muſt object to it. 

Mr. GiLEs ſaid, he did not mean to ſtrike out any more 
in this paragraph. 

Mr. AMts wiſhed it not to be truck out. By the amend- 
ment fo ſtrike out we ſhow a dependance we place on the 
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power and protection of the French: while we declare our- 
ſelyes weak by the act, we loſe the recourſe to our own pa- 
triotiſm, and fly, acknowledging an offence never eommitted, 
to the French for peage. He hoped the gentleman would 
be candid upon this occaſion. eee 
Mr. GjLEs ſaid, be only wiſhed that this Houſe expreſs 
their moſt ſincere and unequivoral defire in favour of peace, 
and not merely to leave it to the; Preſident. He ſaid he had 
ſpoke upon this occaſion as he always had done on this floor. 
He always had, and he hoped always ſhould ſtate his opin- 
ions upon every ſubject with plainneſs and eandour. | 
The amendment paſſed _ e 
Mr. Gilxs then propoſed an amendment to the latter — 
of the fame paragraph, which would make it read thus, 
« We cheriſh the pleaſing hope, that a ſpirit of mutual juſ- 
tice and moderation will enſure the ſucceſs of your perſever- 
ance.” The amendment was to infert the word mutual. 
He thought we ought to diſplay a ſpirit. of juſtice and mo- 
deration as well as the French. This amendment, he 
thought, would ſoften the expreſſion, and acting with that 
{pirit of juſtice and moderation, accompliſh a reconciliation. 
The amendment was adopted. Re oh: 
On the Chairman's reading the laſt paragraph except one 
in the report, which reads thus, *The ſpectacle of a whole 
ation, 58 fregſt and moſt enlightened in the aorid, Mr. 
ARKER moved to ſtrike out the words Italic. Although ſaid. 
he, I wiſh to believe that we. are the freeſt people, and the 
moſt enlightened people in the world, it is enough that we 
think ourſelves fo, it is not becoming us to make the decla- 
ration to the world: and if we are not ſo, it is ſtil} worſe for 
us to ſuppoſe ourſelves what we are not. 
Mr. HARPER ſaid, he had a motion of amendment in his 
hand which would ſuperſede the neceſſity of the laſt made, 
which, if in order, he would propoſe ; it was to inſert words 
more {imple ; he thought the more ſimple, the more agree- 
able to the public ear : his amendment, he thought, would 
add to the elegance and concifeneſs of the expreſſion. He 
did not diſapprove of the addreſs as it now ſtood, but he 
thought it might be amended; this, he ſaid, would add 
to the dignity while to the Gmplicity cf the expreſhon. He 
thought it would be improper to give too much ſcope to feel- 
ng amplitude of expreſſion frequently weakens an idea. 
r. GILEs ſaid, he ſaw many objectionable” parts in the 
amendments propoſed by the 1 juſt ſat down. He 
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wiſhed to ſtrike out two paragraphs more than Mr. Harper 
had propoſed z/ indeed, he wiſhed the whole to be recom- 
' mitted, that it might be formed more congenial to the wiſhes 
of the Houſe in general, and not leſs agrerable to the perſon 
to be addrefled. Ky e te th "24 
s Mr. Surrn an dnt ow he 2 had been nd | 
' paragraphs nearly to the cloſe, he thought it much 
2 * . to parts ſo diſtant. ” Nit 12 
The Chairman ſaid, that no paragraph on which an a- 
mendment had been made could be returned to, but where 
no amendment had been made, it was quite Ines. with 
order to propoſe any one 1 may think proper. 
Mr. anf en . — E maxim — 4 private 
life might be very applicable to us at this time; which is, 
never to leave til! to-morrow what can be as well done to day. 
He was quite oppoſed to a recommitment, and his reaſon 
was, that the Houſe at this time is quite competent to adopt 
all the necefſary amendments. In caſes of law, when evi- 
dences arẽ to be collected in order to prove facts, it may 
ſometimes be proper to delay; but here is ns ſuch thing; 
the committee of the whole can as well amend it as a ſelect 
committee; furely it may be made more complete by a large 
number than by a ſmalb: we have every means of informa- 
tion, and full power to do it now, and a delay is quite un- 
neceſſary. There are no points now unknown to the Houſe ; 
we tare in poſſeſſion of a compleat knowledge of the whole, 
and can now form our minds om it; it is ſimple matter on- 
which we can ſoon decide. I hope we ſhall ſpeedily conclude 
on a ſubject of this nature, an anſwer to the Preſident, which 
can as well be done now as a month hence. FEE 
Mr. W. Surrg oppoſed ſtriking out any paragraph: It 
was, he ſaid, the laſt occaſion we ſhould have to addreſs that 
at man, who had done ſo much ſervice to his country; 
the warmth of expreſſion in the anſwer? was only an evi- 
dence of the gratitude of this Houſe for that character. 
When we reflect on the glowing language uſed at the time 
when he accepted the office of Preſident, and at his re- elec- 
tion to that office, why, aſked he, ought not the language 
of this Houſe to be as full of reſpect and gratitude now as 
then ? particularly when we conſider the addreſſes now flow- 
ing in from all parts of the country. I object to the manner 
of gentlemens' amendments as propoſed, to ſtrike out all in 
a maſs. If the ſentiments were agrecable to the minds of 
the Houſe, why waſte our time to alter meer expreſſions 
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while the ſentiment is preſerved? No doubt every gentle - 
man's manner of expreſſion differed, while their general ideas 
might be the ſame. He hoped meer form of expreſſion 
would not cauſe its re-committment. 


Mr. GIxs did not object to a reſpectful and compliment- 
ary addreſs being ſent to the Preſident, yet he thought we 
ought not to carry our expreſſions out of the bounds of mo- 
deration; he hoped we ſhould adhere to truth. He ob- 
jected to ſome of the expreſſions in thoſe paragraphs, for 
which reaſon, he moved to have the paragraphs ſtruck. out, 
in order to be amended by the committee. He wiſhed to act 


as reſpectful to the Preſident as any gentleman, but he ob- 


ſerved, many parts in his addreſs which was objectionable. 


It is unnatural and unbecoming in us to exult in our ſuperior 


happineſs, light, or wiſdom. It js not at all neceſſary that 


ve ſhould exult in our advantages, and thus reflect on the 
unhappy ſituation of nations in their troubles; it is inſulting 


to them. If we are thus happy it is well for us; it is ne- 
ceſſary that we ſhould enjoy our happineſs, but not boaſt of 
it to all the world and inſult their —— ſituations. 

As to thoſe parts of the addreſs which ſpeak of the wiſ- 


dom and firmneſs of the Preſident, he muſt object to them. 


On reflection he could ſee a want of wiſdom and firmneſs 
in the adminiſtration for the laſt fix years. I may be ſingu- 
lar in my Ideas, ſaid he, but I believe our adminiſtration 
has been neither wiſe nor firm. I believe, fir, a want of 
wiſdom and firmneſs has brought this country into the pre- 
ſent alarming ſituation. If after ſuch a view of the admi- 
niſtration, I was to come into this Houſe and ſhew the con- 
trary by a quiet acquieſcence, gentlemen would think me a 
yery inconſiſtent character. If we take a view of our foreign 
relations we ſhall ſee no reaſon to exult in the wiſdom or 
firmneſs of our adminiſtration, He thought nothing fo 
much as a want of that wiſdom and firmneſs had brought us 
to the critical ſituation in which we now ſtand. | 
If jt had been the will of genjlemen to have been ſatisfied 
with placing the Preſident in the higheſt poſſible point of 
reſpect amongſt men, the vote of the Houſe would have been 
unanimous, but the propoſal of ſuch adulation could ne- 
ver expect ſuceeſs. If we take a view into our internal 
ſituation, and behold the ruined ſtate of public and private 
credit, leſs now than perhaps at any, former period; how- 
ever, he never could recollect it ſo deranged. ' If we ſurvey 
this city, what a ſhameful ſcene it alone exhibits, owing, 
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as he ſuppoſed, to the immenſe quantity of paper ifſued, 


Surely this could afford no ground for - admiration of the 
adminiſtration-that cauſed it. 

I muſt acknowledge, ſaid Mr. Giles, that J am one of 
thoſe who do not think ſo much of the Preſident as ſome 
others do. When the Preſident retires fromchis preſent ſta- 


tion, I-wiſh him to enjoy all poſſible happineſs. I wiſh him 
to retire, and that this was the moment of his retirement. 


He thought the government of the United States could go 


on very well without him, and he thought he would enjoy 
more happineſs in his retirement than he poſſibly could in- his 
- preſent ſituation. What calamities would attend the United 


States, and how ſhort the duration of its Independence, if 
one man alone can be found to fill that capacity. He thought 
there were thouſands of citizens in the United States able to 
fill that high office, and he doubted not but many may be 
found whoſe talents would enable them to fill it with credit 
and advantage. Although much had been ſaid, and that 
by-many people about his intended retirement, -yet he muſt 
acknowledge he felt no uncomfortable ſenſations about it ; 


he muſt expreſs his own feelings, he was perfectly eaſy in 
oe of the event. He wiſhed” the Prefident as much 
| happineſs as any man. He declared he did not regret 
his retreat; he wiſhed: him quietly at his ſeat at Mount 


Vernon; he thought he would enjoy more happineſs there 
tham in public life. It will be very extraordinary if gentle- 


men, whoſe names in the yeas and nays are found in op 
ſition to certain prominent meaſures of adminiſtration, ſnould 


come forward and approve thoſe meaſures; this we could 
not expect. He retained an opinion he had always ſeen rea- 
ſon to ſupport, and no influence under Heaven ſhould. pre- 


vent him expreſſing his eſtabliſhed ' ſentiments, and he 


thought the ſame opinions would ſoon meet general concur- 
rence. He hoped gentlemen would compliment the Pre- 
ſident privately as individuals; at the ſame time he hoped 
ſuch adulation would never pervade that Houſe. „ 

'T muſt make ſome obſervation, ſaid he, on the laſt para- 


graph · but one, where we call ourſelves © the freeſt and moſt 


enlightened nation in the world ;” indeed, the whole of that 
paragraph is objectionable, I diſapprove the whole of it. If 
Lam free, if I am happy, if I am enlightened more than others, 
I wiſh not to proclaim it on the hoùſe top: if we are free it 
is not prudent to declare it; if enlightened, it is not our duty 
in this Houſe to trumpet it to the world; it is no legiſlative 


. 


concern. If gentlemen will examine the paragraph (refer. 
ring to that contained in the parentheſis) it ſeems to prove 
that the'gentleman who drew it up was going into the field 
of adulation; which would tarniſh a private character. I 
do think this kind of affection, the Preſident gains nothing 
from. The many long addreſſes we hear of, add nothing to 
the luſtre of his character. In the honour we may attempt 
to give to others, we may hurt ourſelves. This may prove a 
ſelf deſtroyer, by relying too much on adminiſtration, we 
may rely too little on our own ſtrength, BO Gb ap 
Another expreſſion I would notice is in the laſt paragraph, 
wherein it ſays, * that your example may be the guide of 
your ſucceſſors.” I think it time enough to ſpeak of the ſuc- 
ceſſor of the Preſident when he arrives; whoever he may be, 
there is no doubt but he will do his duty to the beſt” of his 
ability; © | LION: | ti? 0000 
Thoſe ſentiments ſeemed to be ſo mixed, that I could not ſe- 
te them. I ſubmit them to the committee, and declare 
my defire that the whole of the report may be re- committed. 
Mr. Hare thought it would be ſtrictly in order to move 
2 diviſion of the queſtion on this motion; the paragraph 
which he had the honour of moving to this Houſe inſtead of 
the ſeventh paragraph, was wholly perſonal to the Preſident ; 
the other immediately preceeding this which the gentleman 
laſt up included, related wholly to the country; it contained 
objects of great importance, and as the two ſo materially dif- 
fer from each other, many gentlemen might wiſh to retain 
one, and ſtrike the other out, The firſt; queſtion would na- 
turally be on the firſt of the two. «+ When we advert, &c. 
He hoped this paragraph would not be ſtruck out, this related 
altogether to the fituation, to the happineſs of the country 
and its proſperity, and relates tothe influence our happy con- 
ſtitution has had towards producing and preſerving that ſtate 
of enjoyment ; could this be denied 3 Is there any man here, 
he would aſk, who can deny that we are in a proſperous ſtate, 
and that it is heightened by our preſent conſtitution ? I muſt 
aſſert that our proſperity is produced through the inſtrumen- 
tality of the wiſe ſyſtem adopted. There may be degrees of 
proſperity, and different opinions on the ſubject. Some might 
think that the trifling derangements which have of late taken 
place in the commercial world are evidences of our want of 
proſperity. I think not. Some think ſuch things are no 
proofs of a countries decline. Though the gentleman from 
Virginia has attributed the late failures in this city to the too 
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at emiſſion of paper money by government, he muſt a 
Ve to differ from Fim; ys es it no proof of the eg 
of proſperity. Will any man pretend to ſay that we are 
not free? That we are not happy ? That our trade is. leſs 
flouriſhing than formerly? That our agriculture was not in- 
creaſing? or that our laws were leſs obeyed than uſual? No, 
de thought none could deny this. And will any, can any 
ſay, that our preſent form of government has not had an in- 
fluence in producing this flouriſhing ſtate — Will 
any ſay, that had not ſuch a form of government been 
eſtabliſhed, or a ſimilar one, we. ſhould have been ſo free, fo 
happy ? He thought not. When we take a view ofour ſituation 
before the exiſtence of the. preſent form of government with 
reſpect to agriculture, trade and commeree, and brought the 
compariſon up to the preſent time, then he was perſuaded 
gentlemen would acknowledge, that we enjoyed a ſtate of 
proſperity, and if we enjoyed it, wherein was the harm to de- 
clare it. We are in a very great degree proſperous, and that 
is in a very great degree owing to the preſent eſtabliſhed go- 
re nt why wt ond ble bb 0 e eee 
- The, meaſures which this gentleman would wiſh to adopt 
might produce a ſyſtem more happy. However, he did not 
think it would. That already adopted has bgen,'produRiye 
of great national happineſs, We feel freedom exiſt, whenee 
do we ſuppoſe it proceeds, but from the meaſures of govern- 
ment? If this be the caſe, gentlemen muſt allow that in the 
words of the paragraph propoſed to be ſtruek out, there is not 
that impropriety imagined. If they concur witk me in all 
thoſe ſentiments, and which of them will ſay he does not 
concur in them, where is the propriety to edule the. clayſe | 
in the addreſs? I hope, ſays he, they will ſay, with me, 
that the clauſe ſhould ſtand, as contaming an acknowledge- t 
ment of our ſuperior ſituation to the government where it 
is due. He hoped the queſtion would be. divided. | 
( 


Mr. Nichols ſaid it could not be divided. The gentle- 
man laſt up, muſt be miſtaken to ſuppoſe ſo. The member 
may vote againſt the propoſition of Mr. Giles, but either all 
muſt go, or none according to the motion. Some converſa- 
tion here enſued between Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Giles, and the 
chairman, about a point of order in ſtriking it out. | 

Mr. GiLes then ſaid gentlemen might refuſe to ſtrike out 
the whole, and then move to ſtrike out a part, and ſo attain 
their object. But, ſaid. he, admitting the paragraph to be 
founded on truth, were they, as tegiſlators to ſpeak it in the 
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face of the world ? It is a matter of doubt ; but ſuppoſe it 
true, what have we te do with it here ? Suppoſe an' individual 
was to go into his neighbours houſe, and ſay to him I am very 
rich, and you are poor; I am very happy and you are mi- 
ſerable. Would not his neighbour think it meant to inſult 
him? Would it not degrade tho poor man's miſery? This 
conduct would ſurely be indelicate. And if indelicate and 
inconſiſtent as an individual, let us take every means to avoid 
this conduct as a nation. | B 

Mr. StTG6rtaves ſaid, that whatever diviſion of the queſ- 
tion gentlemen would propoſe, was indifferent to him; the 
words of the anſwer were perfectly congenial with his 
withes, and he was prepared to give his oppoſition to any of 
the amendments propoſed. On mature deliberation there 
was not a Tentiment in the report, but he highly approved. 
He could not ſee any thing unnatural or unbecoming in 
drawing juſt compariſons of our ſituation with that of our 
neighbours, this is the only way we can form a juſt view of 
our own happineſs. It is a very neceſſary way to come to a right 
knowledge of our own ſituation by comparing it with that of 
other nations. He would not reproach another people be- 
cauſe they are not ſo happy as we are. But he thought 
mans. by" compariſons in the way of the report was no 
reproach. He was not againſt bringing the comparifon down 
to private life, as the gentleman from Virginia had done; he 
ſtould think it wrong in a man to exult over his neighbour 
who was diſtreſſed or ignorant, becauſe himſelf was weal- 
thy or wiſe. Yet he ſaw no impropricty in his own family 
of ſpeaking of their happineſs and advantages, compared 
with that of others; it would awaken in them a grateful ſenſe 
of their ſuperior enjoyments, while it painted out the faults 
and follies of others only in order that thoſe he had the care 
of may learn to avoid them: thus while our happineſs is 
pointed out, the miſeries of nations involyed in diltreſs are 
delineated to ferve as beacons for the United States to ſteer 
clear of, He did not, with the gentleman from Virginia, in 
any degree, doubt of the wiſdom or firmneſs of the adminiſ- 
tration of America. In the language of the addreſs he en- 
tertained a _ high opinion of it, “ a grateful - conviction 
tnat the wiſe, firm and patriotic adminiſtration of the Preſi- 
dent had been ſignally conducive to the ſucceſs of the preſent 
form of government.” Such language as this is the only re- 
ward which can be given by a grateful people, for labours ſo 
eminently uſeful as thoſe of the Preſident had been. This Was 


which have lately occurred between 
is owing to a want of judgment in our adminiſtration; his 
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not his ſentiment merely, it was the ſentiment of the people 
of Ameriea. Every public body were conveying their ſenti- 
ments of Fe throughout the whole extent of the 
Union. Why then ſhould this Houſe affect a ſingularity, 

when our filence on theſe points would only convey reproach 
inſtead of reſpect. If theſe ſentiments were true, why not 
expreſs them ? But if, on the contrary, what the gentleman 
aſſerted, that the adminiſtration of the Preſident had been 
neither wiſe, firm, nor patriotic, then he would concur with 
the motion for ſtriking out; but he was not convinced of the 


truth of this aſſertion, and while this is not proved, he ſhould 


vote againſt the motion; 5 | its Ne | 
It has been ſaid, fir, that the 2 circumſtances 
is country and France 


opinion, he ſaid was directly the contrary. He had occaſion 
on a recent circumſtance at the laſt ſeſſion to expreſs his 
opinion, it was the opinion of the Houſe, and he thought it 
had not changed fince that time. He ſaw no . reaſon why 
the ſtate of private credit ſhould influence- the deliberations 
of that Houſe. He thought it not at all imputable to-the 
adminiſtration, nor ſhould it be mentioned to tarniſh the 
luſtre. of our ſtate of proſperity ; it is no more than a ſpeck 
in the ſun. It ſhould not be mentioned to prevent our. ex- 

reſſions of the obligations which we owe to the Preſident 
or his ſervices. As well might the late dreadful fires at 


Savannah and New York. be imputable to a want of wiſdom 


in the adminiſtration. Why are we not told of them as. well 
as the derangements among a few merchants? Such trivial 
matters were not to be ſpoken of in a national view. If that 
gentleman (Mr. Giles) does not regret the Preſident's re- 
treat from officeI do; and I believe America does: and this 
regret is not improper nor undigniſied. . . "8 

That gentleman has ſaid there are many others in A- 
merica capable of filling the office. It may be ſo; there 


doubtleſs are; I do not wiſh to draw a compariſon between 


the Preſident and others. But does it follow thence that 
we ſhould not regret loſing a faithful public ſervant ? We 
ſhould regret him on account gf his attachment to our conſti- 
tution—on account of the tried confidence univerſally placed 
in him. Confidence in the officers of government under 
every form is neceſſary, and moſt particularly ſo in a Re- 
publican form; it is the vital principal whereby it is kept in 
exiſtance, the chief ſource of its energy. We could not ex- 
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dect that ſo great a portion of public confidence would, be 
d on his ſucceſſor, although he may be a man of equal in- 
tegritv. , Me, © my . Is h „1% v1 Vt 
5 Fus SITGREAVES ſaid, he could not. 2072 with the motion 
of the gentleman, from 8. Carolina (Mr. Harper) beca 
his motion was for ſubſtitutmg other words in the plage 
thoſe in the report, without any reaſon Whatever. If the 
gentleman by altering the phraſeolegy can make the ſenti- 
ment any better, by all means let it be done: .but if the ſen- 
timent is not to be changed, why alter it meerly to ſubſtitute 
other words? On the whole Mr. S. obſeryed that he did not 
ſee the anſwer could in any degree be reproached. There 
are no ſentiments in it but what are juſtifiable on the ground 
of truth; they are free from adulation. It is ſuch an ex- 
preſſion of national regret and gratitude, as the circumſtance 
calls for: a regret at the retirement of a faithful and confi- 
dent Chief Magiſtrate from office. A regret and gratitude 
which he believed to be the ſentiment of Americans. 

Mr. Swaxwick began by obſerving that there were points 
in the addreſs in which all gentlemen, ſeemed to agree, while 
on other parts they cannot agree. We all agree in our de- 
ſire to pay the Preſident every poſſible mark of reſpect; but 
we very matarially diſagree wherein, a compariſon is drawn 


between this and foreign nations. If we are happy and o- 
ther nations are not ſo, it is well for us; but he thought it 


would be much more prudent in us to let other nations diſ- 


cover it, and not make a boaſt of it ourſelves. It is very like- 


ly that thoſe nations whom we commiſerate may think 
* as happy as we are; they may feel offended to 
hear of our compariſons. If we refer to the Britiſh Chan- 
cellor of Exchequer in his ſpeeches, he would tell us that 
is the happieſt and moſt proſperqus nation upon earth. 
How then can we commiſerate with it as an unfortunate 


country ? If again we look to France, that country which 


we have pointed out as full of wretchedneſs and diſtreſs ; 


yet we hear them boaſt of their ſuperiority of light and free- 


dom, and we have reaſon to believe not without foundation. 
A gentleman had talked about the flouriſhing ſtate of our 
agriculture, and aſſerted that our late commercial calamities 
werenot proofs of our want of proſperity, which the gentleman 
compared to ſpecks in the ſun. That gentleman talks as 
though he lived at a diſtance. Has he heard of no commer- 
cial diſtreſſes, when violatians ſo unprecedented have of late 
occurred ? One merchant has 5 look for his property at Ha- 
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fax; another at Bermuda, another at Cape Francoiſe, ano- 
ther at Gonaives, &c. all agree that they have ſuffered, and 
that by the war. Theſe are diſtreſſes gentlemen would not 
Hke to feel themifelves. Mr. Swanwick ſaid he had felt 
from-theſe occurrences. We are not exempt from troubles; 
robably we may have ſuffered as much as other nations 
are involved in the war. It is à queſtion whether 
France has been diſtreſſed at all by the war. She has col- 
lected gold and filver in immence quantities by her con- 
3 together with the moſt valuable ſtores of the pro- 
duction of the arts; as ſtatues, paintings and manuſcripts. 
of ĩneſtimable worth; and at ſea has taken far more in va- 
ue than ſhe has loſt 3 / beſides, her armies are ſubſiſting on 
the requiſitions her victories obtain. And has England gain- 
ed 5 by the war? If we hearken to Mr. Pitt we may 
beheve they are very great gainers. Surely the Iſlands in the 
Weſt and Eaſt Indies, Ceylon, and the Cape of Good Hope, 
the key to the Eaſt Indies, are advantages 1 beſides 
Sine wet of ſhipping taken from our merchants, Mr. 8. 
thought, if we were to compare we fhould find thoſe nations 
had gained by the war while we had loſt, and of courſe 
there was no reaſon for us to boaſt of our advantages. 
When we ſend a ſhip to ſea, we cannot poſſibly know at 
What port it will arrive; fo uncertain is our trade; in con- 
ſequence of which the rates of inſurance are doubled. Our 
funds are rather on the decline. Agriculture it is true is 
in a proſperous ſtate. However, he thought the pre- 
ſent, of all others, was not the time to draw compariſons. 
What is the probable effect of this kind of conduct; if we 
are ha and make a boaſt of it, it will be ſure to be 
envy. Nobody is envious of the fortune of the poor, while 
every one envies the rich. Shall we invite new depredati- 
ons upon our commerce by ſuch repreſentations of our proſ- 
Leaks bl It is a kind of indirect hoſtility to vaunt of our hap- 
Nineſs, comparing it to nations in adverſity ; ſuch language 
ill becomes this addrefs. There is great indication of hoſti- 
'Fity 3 let us not add to the danger. e might expreſs plea- 
ſure at our own ſituation of affairs without depreciating the 
roſperity of other nations. The gentleman from Virginia, 
as ſaid, we are the freeſt and moſt enlightened nation in 
the world. Surely this will only have an effect to create ri- 
vals and enemies; it will do us no good. I ſincerely wiſh it 
to be re-committed that it might be made more 2 ble to 
The will of the Houſe. He ſaid he was ſenſible that all the 


K 


Houſe wiſhed to expreſs might be put in the addreſs, with- 
out drawing a compariſon between, this country and foreign 
nations: We had enough to do with them already without 
taking more, Happy for us, ſaid he, if we can keep up 
peace with them. We are every day ſuffering in our com- 
merce, and in the impreſſing of our ſeamen. (He here re- 
ferred particularly = cruel treatment of Capt. Jeſſup, who 


ſuffered moſt ſeverely from the dicipline of an Engliſh man 
of war, although Captain of an American veſſel.) If we 
have ſuffered thoſe calamities it is through a want of power to 
repreſs it. The unprotected ſtate of our ſeamen and ſhipping, 
he ſaid, demanded attention. The providing a Navy to ſup- 
port our rights was recommended by the ' Preſident in his 
Speech. Many parts of that Addreſs indicated the ſtate of 
our affairs were not in that proſperous ſituation which had 
been repreſented. Let us then, ſaid he, improve our own 
ſituation as much as poſlible, but avoid reflecting on other 
nations. rn 
Mr. W. SMITH next roſe, and obſerved that gentlemen 
wiſhed to compliment the Preſident, but took away every 
point on which encomium could be grounded. One denies 
the proſperity of the country, another the free and enlight- 
— — and another refuſes the Preſident 
the epithet of wiſe and patriotic. Fr 
Mr. GiLEs here roſe to explain, he ſaid, if he was meant, 
he muſt think the gentleman was wrong in his application. 
He ſaid he had never harboured a ſuſpicion of the good in- 
tentions of the Preſident, nor did he deny his patriotiſm ;; but 
the wiſdom and firmneſs of his adminiftration hehad doubt- 
ed. He thought him a good meaning man, butoften miſled. 
Mr. SMITH again roſe, and ſaid, he muſt confeſs himſelf 
at a loſs for that refinement to diſcover between the wiſdom 
and patriotiſm of the Preſident, and that of his adminiſtra- 
tion. It was moved to ſtrike out this acknowledgement of 
wiſdom and firmneſs. What were we to ſubſlitute as com- 
plimentary to him in its place? The firſt paragraph propoſ- 
ed to be ſtruck out related to our ſpeaking of the tranquility 
of this country, compared to nations involed in war. Could 
this give offence, becauſe we feel pleaſure in being at peace ? 
It was only congratulating our own conſtituents on this hap- 
pineſs we enjoy. To appreciate the value of peace it was neceſ- 
ſary to compare it with a ſtate of war. It was the wiſdom of 
this country to keep from war, and other nations hold it up 
as exemplary in us. The gentleman himſelf has declared 
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his wiſh for the preſervation of peace; and though he ad- 
mires it, and nations admire it in us, yet we are not to com- 
pare our ſtate with nations involved in the calamities of war, 
[i ode to eſtimate our enjoyments. The words of this ad- 
dreſs are not a communication to a foreign miniſter ; it is a 
congratulation to our own Chief Magiſtrate of the bleſſings 
he, in common with us, enjoys. My. 8. hoped the words 
would not be {truck out. 1 + 472 4 & 
© "The gentleman has ſaid that the Preſident had not been 
either wiſe or firm as it refpected our foreign relations. 
Will the genzleman point out one of the acts wherein the 
Preſident has failed in this reſpect ; let him put his finger 
on one place and ſay, here is an inſtance where he has failed 
nn nns NN of arighl 
+ With reſpect to what the gentleman refers to, when he 
ſays the want of wifdom and firmneſs' in the Preſident has 
brought us into this ſituation with France, Mr. S8. would 
obſerve, that the note of the French miniſter does not relate 
to the Executive, but to the legiflative' part of our govern- 
ment, there is no act of the Preſident on the ſubjett of a 
complaint of the French miniſter, but what has been alſo the 
action of the Congreſs, How then can gentlemen caft the 
whole blame on him, when every act was ſanctioned by Con- 
{s? If there was any blame, it fell on the Congreſs. Mr. 
8. made mention of the act reſpecting prizes, which act 
he ſaid paſſed with very little oppoſition in this Houſe, Ano- 
ther was the proclamation of neutrality, of which we had at 
that time a general approbation from North to South by the 
addrefles ſent. This is what Mr. Adet called the infidions 
act.“ It was as much the act of Congreſs as of the Pre- 
ſident. He hoped the influence of foreign miniſters would 
never ſoperate the Prefident from the other branches of gb- 
vernment, or the government from the people. 5 
If we are to pleaſe fome gentlemen, we muſt not ſay 
we are in proſperity; we muſt not draw a compa- 
riſon with other nations. The gentleman from Pennſyl- 
vania (Mr. Swanwick) ſays, France and England ſay they zre 
happy and proſperous: If thoſe nations fay they are proſ- 
perous, they ſurely cannot be offended at our calling ourſelyes 
ſo, as that gentleman ſuppoſes; at moſt they will, only 
laugh at our folly for our compariſan. * + - ; | 
He faid, he was very much farpriſed, and at a loſs 
to know how the gentleman had changed his opinion fo 
much ſince the laſt ſeſſion; when the Britiſh treaty' was be- 


1 
fore them, he ſpoke much on the happineſs of this country z 
he mentioned the great increaſe of commerce and manufac- 
tures which had taken place; he ſaid they had outgrown 
themſelves as a boy outgrows his clothes; but that gentleman 
will not now allow the proſperity of the country to be men- 
tioned. With reſpect to that part of the Addreſs which men- 
tions our being à free and enlightened people; that had been 
objected to. He wiſhed to enquire of gentlemen, what na- 
tion was ſo free or enlightened as ours; he wiſhed them to 


ſpecify one. ta 1 | | i& 3% 
In my review of all that I have read, ſaid he, I know of 
none that enjoy ſo much civil and religious freedom as Ame- 
rica, or is ſo enlightened, eſpecially in the affairs of govern- 
ment. Is there any nation on the earth, all things conſider- 
ed, that any gentleman would be willing to exchange for 
this? He preſumed not. > #2792; 
The gentleman from Virginia — Giles) ſays he ſhall not 
regret the Preſident's retirement from public life; obſerving 
that there are many who would fill his place with equal me- 
rit. But he would aſk where is the man who enjoys fo great 
a portion of public confidence? where is the man who could 
pilot this veſſel of ſtate through, amidſt the ſtorms and 
quickſands which this ſhip has experienced, without a'wreck ? 
We may here take a view, ſaid he, of the inſidious attempts 
of a foreignminiſter (Genet) to involve this country in a war 
and of the weſtern inſurrection. Was it not to be regretted 
that ſuch an uſeful man ſhould retire from his public ſtation? 
it has been ſaid there is too much adulation in the report; 
truth, Sir, ſaid Mr. Smith, cannot be adulation, Let any one 
point to a place in the Addreſs, and ſay there is no truth in 
this? No, Nu, it is not adulation, it is juſtice, it is gratitude ; 
it is only a recital of facts. We never can enough expreſs our 
| oy obligations to a man who has done ſo much for us. 
t us advert to the time of the Preſident's coming into office, 
and to his re- election; ſtudy the Addreſs that was then pre- 
ſented to him. Had he deſerved a forfeiture of the reſpec 
then ſhewn to him? Were we to ſtrike aut the words in the 
motion, it would be ſaid that we were not only witholding 
our praiſe, but it muſt be conſtrued into a reproach. If we 
were to ſtrike out theſe expreſſions of gratitude, and ſome 
cold, dry compliments be ſubſtituted in their place, it would 
with good reaſon be judged by ſome, that he truly did want 
wiſdom; that he had not been conducive to the proſperity 
e this country, and that he had deſtroyed public and private 
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—— miſchiefs which were repreſented th 


When this great man was going to retire for ever from 
public: to private life, it would be expected that in the an- 
wer we fend to his Addreſs, we ſhould'expreſs the ſtrongeſt 
ſentiments of love and gratitude to him for his emminent ſer- 
vices to his country. Every State Legiſlature which has met 


ance he ſigniſied his intention to retire, have ſent their ex- 


preſſions of approbation and gratitude to him. Why ſhould 
we alone be ſilent? Why ſend him into the ſhades of re- 
tirement with daggers in his heart? ſuch à mutilated anfwer 
as the one propoſed would diſgrace him in his retirement. 
Gentlemen are oppoſed to the wiſh that he might be a 
guide to his ſucceſſors; but ſaid Mr. Smith, I pray God, 
whoever he may be he may follow the example, and tread in the 
ſteps of the man whoſe adminiſtration I admire. I think, 
faid he, there is nothing in the Addreſs but is conſiſtent 
with a due reſpect to his character, and taking the whole no 
way liable to the objections made. He therefore hoped no 
alteration whatever would be madued. | 
Mr. DarTon (the Speaker) ſaid, that he did not rife to ae- 
cept the challenge given by the gentleman who ſpoke laſt from 
South Carolina, and to point out a nation more free and en- 
L d than ours, nor did he mean to conteſt the fact 
of ours being the freeſt and moſt enlightened in the world 
as declared in the reported addreſs, ' but he was never- 
theleſs of opinion that it did not become them to make that 
declaration, and thus to extol themſelves by a compariſon 
With, and ag the expence of all others. Although thoſe 
words were in his view objectionable, he was far from aſſent- 
ing to the motion for ſtriking out the ſeven or eight laſt clauſes 
of the Addreſs, The queſtion of order having been decided, 
Mr. Dayton ſaid he would remind the committee that if they 


viſhed to retain or even to amend any ſection or ſentence, of 


all that was propoſed to be ſtruck out, they ought to give 
meir negative to this motion, as the only means of accom- 


a plifhing their purpoſe. It was ſufficient therefore for thoſe 


who were oppoſed to the queſtion for ſtriking out the whole, 
to ſhew that any part included within it ought to be  preſerv- 


ed. Not unneceffarily to waſte time by lengthening the de- 


bats he would take the clauſe firſt in order, and confine his 
remarks to that alone. This part of the Addreſs had certain- 
ly not been read or had been miſunderſtood: and miſrepre- 


- tentediby the member for Pennſylvania. Did it, Mr. D. aſked 
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draw a compariſon, as had been ſuggeſted by that gentleman, 
between the relatively happy ſtate of the country in the 
and the year immediately preceding? Did it go further than 
to ſay that the ſituation of the United States was more prof 
perous at thisperiod, than at that which immediately preceded 
the operation of the preſent government? certainly it did 
not; and were proofs neceſſary to ſubſtantiate this fact, or 
arguments wanted to enforce it? The ſtate of this 
under this government was, he ſaid, that of order and union; 
theit ſituation at the period alluded to was a 
ſcene of difunion and diſſolution. This happy change was 
aſcribed and juſtly aſcribed in the report toour free and excel- 
lent form of government, and the interpoſitionof an over-ruling 
Providence in our national affairs, neither of which he truſted 
a majority of that Houſe would be prepared to deny or diſpute. 
He could not diſcern the leaſt poſſibility of giving offence 
to other nations in contraſting the bleſſings derived to this 
cou from a ſtate of peace with the 45 in which a 
ſtate of war involves thoſe who are ſo. unhappy as to be en- 
gaged in it. The expreſſions were ſuch as could not be con- 
ſtrued either to impeach, or indeed to have any alluſion to, 
the forms of government under which they lived. If thoie 
forms were ſuch as beſt ſuited the diſpoſition and circum- 
ſtances of thoſe'who had adopted them, and were beſt calcu- 
lated to render them happy, ſurely it muſt be admitted that 
war was not leſs a calamity even to thoſe the moſt favourably 
circumſtanced in that reſpect, and it could not therefore be 
conſidered a reflection upon them to call it ſo, nor to depre- 
cate ſuch a ſtate of things, or to contraſt it with that of peace 
which this country was ſo happy as to enjoy. He had hoped, 
he ſaid, that the mover upon reviewing this clauſe would 
have excluded it from his motion, but, as. he did not think 
proper to do ſo, Mr. Dayton could fay with great confidence 
that a majority of the Houſe could not be Sand to riſe for 
ſtriking out a propoſition which embraced the acknowledge- 
ment of a ſtate of good government as preferable to diſunion 
and anarchy; and a ſtate of war as prefeable to that of peace, 
and contained expreſſions of gratitude to Providence for an 
overruling care, ſignally manifeſted in our affairs. 
Mr. AuEs ſaid, if gentlemen meant to agree to ſtrike out 
the whole as propoſed, in order to adopt thoſe words ſubſti- 
tuted by the gentleman from S. Carolina (Mr. Harper) he 
muſt obſerve that he thought that would be as far from gir- 
ing ſatis faction to others, who it appeared wanted no ſub- 


words merely would prevail, as it would nolonger be that agreed 


. 


ſtitute; he therefore hoped that kind of influence would not 
prevail on this occaſion. The gentleman who made the mo- 
tion did it to accomodate matters, and not becauſe he bim- 
ſolt objected to the anſwer fe porte. 
It is well known that a committee of five members, oppo- 
ſite in ſentiment, was appointed to prepare a reſpectful. ad- 
dreſs in anſwer to the Preſident's Speech. (Here the origi- 
nal inſtructions were read.) As it Was the duty of the com- 
mittee to prepare a reſpectful addreſs, it cannot be matter 
of ſurpriſe, although it may of diſapprobation with ſome, that 


the committee did their duty, and have taken notice of the 


feveral. matters recommended to the Houſe in that Speech. 
Reſpecting the particular notice they have taken it might 
have been thought that ſome diffreulty would — 
_ he 1 8 obſerve _ the *. reaſon to 

gine that the form of the rt would be agreeable to 
the Houſe, as they were — 1 al h there had 
been in the wording ſome little difference of opinion, yet all 
agreed ſubſtantially in the addreſs, from a conviction of the 


delicacy of the ſubject. For that reaſon, if that onlys unleſs 
the ſentiments in the report of the addreſs ſhould be found in- 


ineunſiſtent with truth, he hoped no ſubſtitute of x form of 


to in the committee, nor could come under their conſideration 


equal to the printed report. He therefore truſted that when 


the committee came to the queſtion, whether to ſtrike out or 
not, emen would be guided by no other motive to vote 
for ſtriking out, than an. impropriety in the ſentiments 
through an evident want of truth in them; and if ſuch can- 
not he diſcovered, why ſtrike out the expreſſions ? . | 

He faid he had no diſpoſition to go into the diſcuſſion, nor 


indeed was he prepared ſo to do, for from the unanimity of 
fentiment which prevailed in the committee; he did not ex- 


pt. it would meet ſuch oppoſition. When. he heard gentle- 
men come here and doubt the truth of the ſentiment con- 
tained in the firſt paragraph in queſtion, he choſe to make 


apphication to facts, to facts which appeared obvious. If 


there was one voice in America on any ſubject, it is a 
declaration of confidence in our conſtitution; it was a well- 
founded ſentiment that the happineſs of our preſent ſtate, and 
the peace we enjoyed, was owing in a great meaſure to the 
wiſdom and patriotiſm of the Prefident. Theſe were facts 
which could be proved, and which were eſtabliſhed, without 
youchiag documents; if it is neceſſary to produce inſtances 
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to prove this, I ſeek it, ſaid Mr. Ames, in every man's heart, 
except the gentleman from Virginia. He appealed to every 
gentleman; who did not regret the retirement of the Pre- 
lident? He thought there was a propriety in making a de- 
claration of this kind, though he meant not to indulge himſelf 
in exhibiting by detail, It had been ſaid that we ſhould not 
compare the flouriſhing ſtate of this eountry with the diſtreſ- 
ſed ſtate of European nationsz or the ſtate of this country 
with its ſituation prios to the exiſtence of the preſent conſti- 
tation. If he miſtook not, this was-the caſe. He appealed 
to good ſenſe whether a doctxine of this kind was not extravay 
gant. Was it not natural, he aſked. for man to dwell with de- 
light on his own-enjoyments? For a man, in proſperous cir- 
cumſtances, to increaſe his own happineſs, by drawing com- 
pariſon with a man not ſo? The man who did not this, left 
one half of his harveſt unrea But here we are not mere 


ly making the declaration of our preference of ſituation to 


other nations, but we are making our acknowledgement to 
the beneficent hand of God, who has thus diſtinguiſhed us: 
he withed not to controul the conſciences of gentlemen, but 
he thought it both natural and becoming. A juſt ſenſe of 
our obligations to this power, and a grateful acknowledge» 
ment is the moſt proper employment of the mind. And how 
can a proper eſtimation of thoſe favours be known, but by 
drawing compariſons with others in diſhmular ſituations. 
Suppoſe a ſhip experiences a wreck, and ſome of the crew are 
loſt 3 ought —— who has eſcaped with his life be 
If, in the dreadful cataſtrophe of fire, its raging flames are 
ſtopped at my next neighbours houſe, have I not reaſon. to 
thank God for ſtopping it ſhort of my houſe ? What man can 
be thankful enough at having eſcaped. He thought it not 
more unbecoming to introduce ſuch expreſſions of gratitude 
in this way, than for a clergyman to introduce them in his 
daily prayers. | 

It has ſaid, that to contraſt our ſtate with that of na- 
tions at war, would give them offence ; but I think it very be- 
coming in us to exult andbe thankful too for our ſtate of peace. 

If that objection be real, it might be eaſily obviated by 
adding “ unhappily” after the word (C war.” It would be im- 
proper to exult over the misfortunes of others. By introduc- 
ing this word, it will ſhew that we deplore their troubles ; 
he thought when calamties did exiſt in the world, it cannot 
be wrong that we rejoice . they are not our own. 
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It had been obſerved by ſome gentleman, that the cry of 
foreign influence is in the country. He did not fee fuch a 


thing exiſt. He would not be rudely explicit as to the 


foundation there was for ſuch a cry ; but when it was once 
raiſed, the people would judge whether it was fact or not. 
He could not tell how this influence was produced, but the 
world would draw a view how far we were under foreign in- 
fluence. Mr. A. here alluded to the influence which foreign 
agents wiſhed to have over the minds' of the people of this 
country in order to ſupport a factious ſpirit, probably to the 
appeal lately made to the people. He alſo alluded to a cir- 
cumſtance when the Imperial Envoy, M. Palm, in 1727 at 
London, publiſhed a reſcript, complaining of the conduct of 
that Court; the ſpirit of the nation roſe, and diſcord was 
fown. In conſequence of which the Parliament petitioned 
the King to ſend the Envoy out of the country, for meddling 
with the concerns of their nation. That is the nation which 
we call corrupted. Yet a fimilar affair has occurred here, 
and it is not to be reprobated; we are not to complain of it, 
nor even hear it, according to this doctrine. Independence is 
afraid of injuries, and almoſt of inſults. We muſt forbear to 
exult m our peace, our light, our freedom, leſt we ſhould 
give offence to other nations who are not ſo. This may be 
the high tone of Independence in the views of ſome people; 
but ſaid he, I muſt confeſs it is not ſo in mine; but it is pro- 
bable thoſe people may be wiſer than I am, and their views 
extend farther. Foreign influence exiſts, and is diſagraceful 
indeed, when we dare not admire our own conſtitution, nor 
adore God for giving us to feel its happy effects. He 
thought, reſpecting the recent complaints ot the French mi- 


niſter, that there was not even a pretext for the accuſation. 


Mr. A. next referred to that part of the Preſident's Ad- 
dreſs, wherein he ſays, « ſtanding for the laſt time &c.“ con- 
gratulating us that the experiment of this form of gevern- 
ment had io well ſucceeded. The committee wes charged 
to draw up a reſpectful Addreſs th the Preſident. It is an 
appeal to our conſtituents whether our labour has failed or 
not. The paragraph objected to was an appeal to facts. If 
he had entertained the ideas of ſome gentlemen” in that 
Houſe, who denied the proſperity of the country, reprobated 
our neutrality, thought our meaſures tending to defpotiim, 
and viewed the Executive as wanting in wiſdom and firm- 
neſs, that our preſent meaſures originated in corruption, and 
that our recent failure ſprung from too great emilfions of pa- 
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per money; if this was true, he ſnould think a Republican 
conſtitution. a chimera in its nature, and a curſe in practice. 
But, ſaid Mr. A. I entertain no ſuch ideas; I think this con- 
ſtitution has ſucceeded remarkably well, this is alſo the lan- 
guage of our conſtituents; and if true, whatever foreign na- 
tions may think or ſay (for he did not much care what they did) it 
was very right in us to make the declaration. And if the 
moment was come when the ſtrength of our government was 
to be tried; if we are on the eve of a war with France, as the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Giles) alledges; never was a 
time when it was more. proper to adhere to our duty, and 
cling to our government, aſſerting our rights, {upporting our» 
ſelves againſt foreign power and influence z- and let their 
agents, who villify our government find, that we are not 
atraid to ſupport our dignity or moderation. I would not 
wiſh, ſaid he, to ſay to any — nation, we defy you; but I 
would ſay to any, we will hold faſt our rights, our liberty, 
and Independence; I would ſay to our Executive in this time 
of danger, rely on us, we are neither Frenchmen nor Engliſh- 
men, but we are Americans. If the doctrine ſtated by that 
gentleman be true, it is right, and now is the very time we 
thould make theſe declarations, and ſhew our unanimity, and 
not our imbecility or diſcord, . 

It had been obſerved by a gentleman, that the Preſident, no 
doubt, is a very honeſt man and a patriot, but he did not 
think him a wiſe man. Yu | | | 

Mr. GiLEts here roſe to explain, he ſaid that in his aſſer- 
tions he meant not to reflect on his private character; he re- 


ferred to his adminiſtration; no doubt, but the gentleman 


poſſeſſed both. | 
Mr. Aus faid, he conſidered well what the gentleman 


had ſaid, as a private man his integrity and goodneſs cannot 
be doubted, but in his adminiſtration here we are to ſtop 


ſhort, not a word about that, it wont bear looking into: it 
has been neither firm, nor wiſe. If the L.ouſe, in their Ad- 


dreſs to him, were to ſay, we think you a very honeſt well de- 


ſigning man, but you have been led aſtray, ſometimes to act 
treacherous, and even diſhoneſt in your adminiſtration z we 


think you a peaceful man, and though much iniquity may 
have been practiſed in your government, yet we think you are 


not in fault; on the whole, Sir, we wiſh you ſnugly in Vir- 
ginia, Such ſentiments as thefe I do not like. Is this an 
Addreſs or an inſult ? Is this the mark of reſpe& we ought 
to ſhew to the firſt man in the nation? Mr. N. obſerved that 
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he did not agree with the gentleman from South. Carolina 
(Mr. Smith) who ſaid that the Preſident would carry daggers 
in bis heart with him into his retreat from public life, if we 
refuſe him our teſtimony of gratitude. No, ſaid he, he bears 
in his breaſt a teſtimony of his purity of motive, a conſcious 
rectitude, while in public lite, which daggers could not. 
pierce. He would retire with a good conſcience. Perhaps 
it would be ſaid this was adulation, but let it be remembered 
this wag truth; this was not flattery; let gentlemen deny this; 
let them prove that this is not the will of their conſtituents. 
The country, he ſaid, would judge our opinions when we 
come to give our yeas or nays; then the real friends of that 
man will þe known. 5 

The gentleman wiſhes' him back to Virginia, was glad he 
deſigned to go; he did not regret his reſignation. His name 
will appear in that opinion. The whole of the Preſident's 
life would ſtamp his character. His country, and the ad- 
miring world knew it; and hiſtory keeps his fame and will 
continue to keep it. We may be ſingular, ſaid he, in our 
opinions of him, but that will not make his character with 
the world the leſs illuſtrious. We now are to accept of his 
reſignation without a tribute of reſpect. We are not to 
ſpeak of him as either wiſe or firm. We can only ſay he is 
an honeſt man: this would ſcarcely be ſingular ; many a 
man is honeſt without any other good qualifications. t 
circle would gentlemen fix the committee in to amend this 
addreſs, if they are not to give ſcope to theſe ſentiments ? 
Better appoint no committee at all, If we addreſs the Pre- 
fident at all, I hope, ſaid Mr. A. it will be reſpectfully, for 
loth reſpect is inſult in diſguiſe. I hope we ſhall not alter 
the original draft of the addreſs, but agree according to'our 
former intentions to preſent a reſpectful and cordial addrefs. 

Mr. SwANWICE roſe to explain to thoſe parts of the ob- 
ſervations of fomg gentlemen who had lately ſpoken (Mr. 
Dayton and Mr. Ames) on that part of the paragraph, which 
ſpeaks of our gratitude to Providence. He ſhould he ſorry 
if ſuch an idea was entertained from any thing he had ob- 
ſerved. It was not that part of the paragraph, but the part 
where we are contraſted with other nations, that he object- 
ed to principally. Although, he muſt obſerve, it was not 
ſpoken in a ſtile common to devotion, to tell Providence 
how wiſe and enlightened we were. It does not boaſt of 
our Philanthrophy, to ſay how much wiſer and better we are 
than other nations. He thought the gentleman's referrenee 
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to a 1 very curious. It would not be right in us 
to ſay to z we thank thee, we are wiſer or more enlight- 
encd than others | If we are fo, let us rejoice in it, and not 
offend others by our boaſting. Gentlemen ſay, we are hap- 
pier than though we were at war; are we at peace? No, 
we are involved in the worſt of wars. Witneſs our ſpoila- 
tions from Algerine, Engliſh, and French cruiſers, from 


| ſome of which he himſelf had ſuffered materially. The 


Preſident does not think we are at peace : he recommends a 
Navy as the only efficient ſecurity to our commerce. How, 
aſked he, could that little Iſland (England) command ſuch 
influence in foreign dominions ? It is by her Navy. We 
cannot boaſt of ſuch power. While we think ourſelves much 
happier and ſtronger than others, others think us more 
diminitive; let us not boaſt. He feared that the revenues 
of this country would ſuffer materially through the great 


ſtagnation of commerce. He did not think they would be 


as productive as formerly, He feared it was too generally 


| known, that this was not a time of very great proſperity. 


As he did not, for one, feel the proſperous ſituation of the 
country, he could not conſent to violate his feelings by 
ſpeaking conttary to them. The gentleman from Maffichu⸗ 
ſetts (Mr. Ames) laſt ſeſſion, ſpoke with great eloquence 
and at great length of the horror of war; which he con- 
ſidered as inevitable if the Britiſh treaty (then the ſubject of 
debate) was not carried into effect. | 

The Preſident now tells us we are in danger of new 
evils: is this the proſperity on which ſo many prayers 
are to be offered up, and ſo much boaſting is about ? He 
did not ſee occafion for it. That gentleman, Mr. S. 
ſaid, would always find him as willing as himſelf to ſupport 
the dignity of the nation, and to prevent other nations in- 
terfering with our advantages. He obſerved now there was 
danger to be expected Mr. Ames had forgot the horror of war; 
now, on the contrary, he can bid defiance, when it is the French 
we expect danger from. How this gentleman could recon- 
eile theſe inconſiſtencies he knew not. The gentleman had 
drawn a compariſon of a ſhipwreck to illuſtrate his remarks, 
but ſurely it was not a good figure. Are the nations of Eu- 
rope ſhipwrecked? If we read their own publications of 
themſelves, they will tell you they are the molt free and en- 
lightened people upon earth, and yet we call theſe an un- 
happy people; they may be ſo, and we may be happy, but 
do not let us draw compariſons. Mr. S. wiſhed neither to 


5 


undervalue our proſperity, nor diſcard a juſt ſenſe of the 
dealings of Providence; he only wiſhed that we may not 
think and ſpeak too much of ourſelves. On the whole, he 
ſaid, the better we manage our own concerns, the more ad- 
vantage to us, and he wiſhed we were happier than we 
were, but not to riſk offenging other nations by ovr boaſting. 

Mr. CHrisTE moved for the committee to riſe. The Houle 
divided on the motion; 43 members appeared againſt it, 31 
only in favour of it. It was loſt. _ 4 1 
Mr. GiLEs roſe and obſerved that he ſnould not have 
troubled. the committee with any farther. abſervations, but 
his ideas had been miſrepreſented z although he endeavoured 
to prevent a poſſibility of miſconſtruction, yet it ſeems he 
had not been able to effect his wiſh. - It was not wonderful, 
he ſaid, that the Preſident's popularity ſhould be introduced 
into the debate when it had been ſo long in queſtion. - It had 
been too commonly done, he thought, but he hoped the in- 
fluence of it would not be very great. As to the unanimity 
of the committee who drew up the addreſs he cared very 
little about it; he ſhould be extremely ſorry to ſee it have 
any influence on the members of that-Houſe. | 
Gentlemen have ſaid that if we take out the expreſſions of 
our ſenfe of the wiſdom and firraneſs of the adminiſtration 
of the Preſident, they cannot find any ground on which to 
compliment bim; if ſo, he for one would not be willing to 
preſent an addreſs at all. But his views were quite different, 
ne thought it could be efſfectually done without adulation; 
he could. not conſent to acknowledge the wiſdom and: firm- 
neſs o his adminiſtration. Gentlemen had enquired for in- 
ſtances in evidence of this' aſſertion. He ſaid, that without 
ſeeking for more inſtances, that of the Britiſn Treaty was a 
ſtanding proof in ſupport of the aſſertion. Though many 
gentlemen believe nothing has been done injurious to the 
United States through that treaty, yet I acknowledge I ſec 
very great danger; we are not now in that ſtate of ſecurity 
which could be wiſhed. It is well known that, the operation 
of the Britiſh, Treaty, is the ground work of all the recest 
complaints of the French government. It may be ſaid that 
many of the complaints of the French miniſter originated 
from actions previous to the Britiſh Treaty: It may be ſo, 
but that was the means of calling [forth complaints, which, 
perhaps, would otherwiſe never have been made; elſe why 
did not this calamity befall us before; it certainly ma be 
aſeribed to that-inſtrument. Gentlemen may talk as they 
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pleaſe about the law of nations; but the law of nations is, 
that a neutral nation ſhall not do any thing to benefit one 


belligerent power, to the injury of another. Mr. G. ſaid he 
thought matters carried a ſerious aſpect, and he very much 
diſapproved of the declaration of a gentleman (Mr. Ames) 
who ſays, now is the time of danger; we are on the eve of a 
war with France, now let us boldly aſſert our rights. At the 
time the Britiſh treaty was debating on, that gentleman was 
overcome with the proſpect of a war; he then depicted it in 
aorrible forms; but now how different his language, he now 
ſeems not afraid to embrace all its horrors, and was zea- 
louſly calling out for the nation to ſupport the adminiſtration. 
Why did we not hear this when the Britiſh ſpoiled our com- 
merce ? If we arc upon the eve of a war with France, as the 
gentleman ſuppoſes, it will be difaſtrous to this country 
we have reaſon to deplore it: it will be calamitous indeed. 
France has more power to injure this country than any na- 
tion beſides, and none we can injure leſs. What an influence 
can ſne command over our commerce; ſhe can exclude us 
from our own ports; ſpoil our trade with Great Britain, and 
from her own extenſive country; ſhe can ſhut us out from 
the Eaſt Indies as well as the Weſt Indies; ruin our trade 
to the Mediterranean, which, owing to the late. conqueſts of 
the French may be rendered very flouriſhing and im- 
portant to us; and by her alliance offenſive and defenſive 
with Spain, we not only have another enemy, but loſe our 
late advantages in the navigation of the Miſſiſippi. Sup- 
poſe by the influence of her politics the doctrine of liberty 
and equality was to be preached on the other fide of the Al- 
legany Mountains, what numerous enemies may they breed 
in our own country. - France can wound us moſt, and we 
have leaſt reaſon to provoke her. It would be policy in her 
to go to war with us; by ruining our trade with England, 
ſhe could give a violent wound to her enemy; yet that gen- 
tleman - ſays, now is the time to aſſert our rights, now 
we are in danger. The war whoop and the hatchet, of 
which the gentleman ſpoke ſo feelingly laſt ſeſſion, is no 
longer in his thoughts. If this was the only reaſon he had, 
it would be enongh to influence his vote againſt an acknow- 
ledgment of the wiſdom and firmneſs that has dictated our 
adminiſtration. \ 
The gentleman from 8. Carolina (Mr. Smith) had ſaid, that 
attempts were made to ſeparate the Preſident from the other 
branches of the government. Mr. G. obſerved that the Senate 
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ty had been laid on the table in this Houſe for diſcuſſion, be- 


6 


were his only adviſers on the buſineſs of the treaty. ' It was 


thought, and he believed with good reaſon, that if that trea- 


N * 


fore it had received its ſanction from the Executive, it never 


would have been carriad into effect. He thought, and his 
conſtituents __ that it was a ruinous meaſure; all Ame» 
3 


rica begin to thin 
wiſe and injurious action. | 

The gentleman from Pennſylvania (Mr. Sitgreaves) had, 
he thought, very improperly drawn a compariſon of a man, 


and will ſoon fee, that it was a very un- 


+ 


felicitating himſelf in the midſt of his family, and comparing 


with his neighbour. He compared it to the deliberations of this 
Houſe on our enjoyments. Adverting to the ſimile before 
mentioned, Mr. G. ſaid that neighbour may be here attend : 
ing to the compariſons drawn in the Houſe, (alluding to the 
miniſter of a foreign nation prefent at the time,) An attempt 
had been made to oppoſe the ſtriking out the paragraph in 
queſtion, but he really hoped it would not obtain, as he 
wiſhed it to be re-committed. He thought it might have the 
advantage, by adding ſome new members to the committee, of 
being altered to a more general ſatisfaction. But no influence 
under Heaven could ever induce him to vote for the preſent 
Addreſs. He hoped it would not be thought that he was 
wanting in reſpect for the Preſident. No, ſaid he, truly I do 


not love his meaſures, but have a cordial affetion for the 


man. I with, Sir, to ſpeak of him with reſpect and eſteem. 
The reaſon I with him from his preſent office, is from 2 
knowledge that he will be more happy at Mount Vernon, 
than he can be amidſt the turbulence of ſtate affairs. I know 
the people can do without him; this is a government of the 
people, and the people can chooſe another tor themſelves. I 

ieve, Sir, there is national gratitude due to him; but not 
as it reſpects the treaty with Great Britain; I believe therein 
was a failing. I think, Sir, there is ſuch a ſentiment 
as national gratitude from the people to him, but it is not in- 


curred through that inſtrument. If gentlemen can form an 


anſwer without ſuch expreſſions as thoſe I have taken the li- 


berty to object to, I wiſh they would. Certain I am it can be 


done, and that with very good ſatisfaction by thoſe gentlemen, 
without hurting their own feelings. | 
Thoſe who vote for ſtriking out have been charged with a 
want of gratitude to God for national bleſſings. He could 
aſſert for himſelf that the view was to remove that ſentiment, 
but he ſuppoſed ſomething would be introduced by the com- 
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mittee with leſs exception, and equal force, He thought there 


was ſcope enough to compliment the Preſident _ without 


writing ſcoundrel on their own foreheads, by expreſſing ap- 


probation of meaſures, which they always oppoſed.” Þ . 
Mr. WILLIAus roſe, and ſaid he was ſorry to trouble the 
committee at ſuch a late hour, but he could not be ſatisfied 
with giving a ſilent vote on an occaſion, when the Preſident's 
popularity was doubted. He thought members ought to 
ſpeak the will of the people they repreſent; he could aſſert 
that it was not merely his own opinion he ſpoke, but that of 
his conſtituents when he voted for the Addreſs as reported. 
He was ſorry to hear the gentleman laft up ſpeak in the ſtile 
he had done, although he owned it was not altogether new 
in him. The gentleman wiſhed the firſt clauſe to be ſtruck 


out. Mr. W. thought it was the duty of every pious man to 


thank God for the benefits he enjoys. And ſhall not we, as a 
nation thank him for keeping us from a ſtate of war ? .Gen- 


tlemen's ideas were to ſtrike the whole out in a maſs; but he 


hoped they would not be gratified. Mr. W. ſaid he was ve- 
ry ſorry to hear the gentleman ſpeak againſt the wiſdom and 
firmneſs of the Preſident, which aſſertion ſeemed ta have its 


foundation in the treaty concluded with Great Britain. He 
would aſk the gentleman whether that act of ours ſhould have 


any influence on our ſituation with France? Wherein have 


we differed from the compact made with France, by our 


treaty with that country? we ſurely had a right to treat with 
Great Britain, elſe we could not be an Independent nation; 
and France will not deny this. In 1778, the ambaſſador of 
France informed the Britiſn Court that his nation had entered 
into a treaty with the United States, and at the ſame. time in- 
formed them, that great attention had been paid by the con- 


tracting parties not to ſtipulate any excluſive advantage in 


favour of the French nation, and that there was reſerved on 
the part of the United States, the liberty of treating with 
any nation whatſoever upon the ſame footing of equality and 
reciprocity. But the gentleman, Mr. Giles ſays, we ought 


not to give an advantage to an enemy. Mr. W. ſaid that no. 


advantage was given to Britain, but on the contrary the ar- 
tiele complainedof muſt be of advantage to France, it is an 


encouragement for American veſſels to go to their 2 it 


enſures them againſt loſs if they are interrupted in their voy- 
age. It had been ſaid that it would be to the intereſt of 
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France to go to war with us; if they conſider it ſo, all that 


gentleman can ſay will not prevent it. When we reflect gn 
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a treaty entered into on this principal with Great Britain, 
ſhould France complain? Mr. W. obſerved on an expreſſion of 
Mr. Giles, where he had mentioned the ſide his name would 
be in the journals of the Houſe, that as his oppoſition was 
againſt the Preſident for his perſeverance to prevent bein 
drawn into a war; to embrue our hands in blood to ith 
the hatred or ſerve the intereſt of another, we ought to agree 
to the report; this being the laſt time we ſhall addreſs him, 
the people wiſh and expect us to addreſs him with ref; 
and gratitude, Have not the State Legiſlatures addreſſed hi 
in this manner? Even the State where the tleman 
whom have anſwered, comes from. How then, he would 
aſk, will it appear hereafter, when the tranſactions of our 
proceedings come to be read, how will it thenappear that eve- 
ry part of the government, except the general Federal. Le- 
giſlature have acknowledged their obligations to that uſeſul 
man. Surely we repreſent the ſame people as the Legiſlature 
of the States do; and we ſhould coincide in our meaſures to 
do their will. He was ſorry, he ſaid, the gentleman had 
_ faid a ſingle ſyllable, degrading to that man's public charac- 
ter, and — hoped they ſhould o no farther into the buſineſs, 

Let us endeavour to eradicate from our minds thoſe opinions 
which we may have ſuffered -to have acquired a growth, 
which overſhadows the dictates of truth and juſtice. Let us 
each individually conſider whether we have not ſuffered our pri- 
vate intereſts to bias our public conduct, and with a view to 
temporary advantage to ourſelves, ſanction meaſures, which 
unleſs timely checked, may put in hazard thoſe bleſſings 
which a conſtitution founded like that of the United States, 
not on the viſion of a heated or diſtempered imagination, but 
on principles which, unchecked in their operation by the 
arm of violence or miſrepreſentation of ealumny, muſt ne- 
ceffarily produce, and when we ſhall have traced in the wit- 
dom which ſhall have directed, and the firmneſs which effect- 
ed the reyolution, let us then conſider the man who hath been 
the inſtrument. 

The committee roſe, and had leave to fit again, and the 
Houſe adjourned at half paſt three o'clock. | 


Thurſday, December 15. 


The Houſe, according to the order of the day, reſolved it- 
ſelf into a committee of the whole, on the anſwer to the Pre- 
ſident's Addrefs, Mr. Muhlenberg in the Chair. 
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The queſtion before the committee was Mr. Giles's motion 
for triking out. | | | | 
Mr. NichoLAs faid, he fincerely wiſhed that ſuch an an- 
ſwer might be agreed to, as would give a general ſatisfaCtion. 
He hoped ſome mode would be adopted to unite the wiſhes 
of every gentleman; his diſpoſition, he ſaid. led him to vote 
for the paragraph, he thought himſelf at liberty ſo to do, as 
he was ſatisfied the adminiſtration had been, in many inſtanees, 
wiſe and firm. He thought it improper that ſuch debate 
{hould take place at the preſent time. He could ſee no in- 
convenience that could ariſe from voting for the Addreſs, 
The words on which moſt ſtreſs had been laid, were thoſe 
expreſſive of the wiſdom and firmneſs of the Preſident's ad- 
miniſtration. He declared he thought it had much contri- 
buted to the ſucceſs of this country; and if ſucceſs had at- 
tended his meaſures, there could be nothing inconſiſtent in 
their acknowledging it; which was all the compliment ne- 
ceſſary to give ſatisfaction. He thought he could vote for 
the Addreſs without involving himſelf in all the ſentiments 
advanced on the ſubject. Mr. N. obſerved, that ſome of the 
expreſſions in the Addreſs were much ſtronger than he wiſhed 
them. He knew his conſtituents regretted the Preſident's 
reſignation, and that whatever little interruption there might 
have been to weaken their eſteem of him, he yet retained 
their confidence. With this explanation for my conduct, 
faid Mr. N. I think myſelf at liberty to vote for the Addreſs. 
Mr. RornERTORD. My colleague, has in a great mea- 
ſure anticipated my ſentiments on this occaſion. I am ſor- 
ry for the miſtaken zeal the gentlemen of the committee 
ould have ſhown for the Preſident, by introducing ex- 
preſhons into the addreſs ſo exceptionable, and which 
ſhould be ſubject to ſuch an uncomfortable expoſure of that 
character. | | A 
I was able yeſterday only to attend a paft of the debate 
through indiſpoſition, but what I did ſtay to hear, hurt me 
very much. I heard gentlemen ſpeak ill of the common 
parent of our country, whom we all revere ; and was a lip, 
but one criminal ſlip to rob the Preſidentof his good name? 
We have ſeen the goodneſs of the heart of that man, and with 


ſatiafaction. We have ſeen him wreſtling with his own 


ſcelings to continue in the important and weighty buſineſs of 
government; we have ſeen him contending with two great 
rival nations, and yet preſerved peace. When he had made 
a ſp, the people of America have ſtepped forward to aſſiſt 
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him, and dropt the generous tear, ſenſible to that err ig hy. 
man, and that we are all liable to do wrong. I am ſure that my 
colleagues and every one in the Houſe hold the character 
and virtue of that man in high eſteem. I am ſorxy ſo ſee 
that diviſion of ſentiment which has taken place, it would 
make the world believe that we wiſh to rob him of thoſe, 
qualifications. It is the juſtice and duty of this Houſe to 
do that man, that patriot, all the honour they can, whilſt 
it is the intereſt of this nation to hold in view. thoſe great 
points with generous ſatisfaction, and good wiſhes to the 
man who has ſtepped forward, and not in vain, to the ſup» 
port of our Republic in the war, and under divine aſhitance: 
was made our deliverer: And now for gentlemen, to come 
here and ſpeak of the troubles of the country, aſcribing all- 
our adverſity to him, it is like applying cold water where 
the — energy is neceſſary. Again I would repeat, 
that if that man, our common parent, has committed errors, 
it is no more than we all may do: it is the general lot of all, 
If there have been faults in the adminiſtration, I do not 
think they lie at his door, but at his councellor's; he has had 
bad councellors; his adviſers are to blame, and not him. 
I. never ſaw how he could have done otherwiſe than he did. 
And now ſir, ſaid Mr. R. it is our duty to bear thoſe great 
actions and generous ſentiments in our view, that on his 
retirement from his public ſtation, we may render him all 
the reſpect due to his character. Nor would I leſs remem- 
ber our ſituation with France, that great and generous Re- 
public, under whom we owe our liberty. Let us not give of- 
tence to her, but by every mark of gratitude and reſpect, act 
a part conſiſtent with a juſt ſenſe of our peaceable intention. 
Let us act with the greateſt circumſpection and deliberation, 
I hope the preſent addreſs may be formed not to diminiſh 
our ſenſe of reſpect for the great man to whom preſented, 
while it gives unanimous ſatisfaction to all the members. of 
this Houſe: 10 
Mr. Ervixsron was ſorry the anſwer was not drafted fo 
as to avoid this debate. Ie ſaid it was his ſincere deſire and 
hope that the candour of gentlemen who advocated the Ad- 
dreſs in its preſent form, and thoſe who wiſhed it amended, 
would ſo combine as to make it agreeable to all. He faid he 
intended to oppoſe the amendments which had been propoſed, 
although he did not ſee the addreſs every way right : with a 
view to reconcile parties, when the preſent motion was. dif- 
poſed of he ſhould move to ſtrike ſome words, in order to 
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inſert others. He could not, like ſome gentlemen, draw 
conſolation from the misfortunes of other nations; their diſ- 
treſſes were rather matter of regret z nor did he ſee a- pro- 
priety, as another gentleman had done, of likening our af- 
fairs with thoſe of the members of a family; but, even if it 
would bear, he could not ſee that tranquility in this fa- 
mily as was expreſſed. His only objection, he ſaid to the 
paragraph in queſtion, was the words « tranquil proſperity.” 
He believed the United States did not enjoy that tranquil 
"roſperity z on the contrary, he thought this was a time of 
great calamity in the country, and he thought that it was 
owing, principally, to the. meaſures of the government. 
There were other clauſes in the Addreſs he ſaid he ſhould, 
when they. came to be conſidered, make objections to, and he 
thought they could be all eafily removed by motions ſuitable.z 
however, he ſaid there were many ſentiments in the Ad- 
dreſs in which he heartily concurred. He ſhould vote agamſt 
the ſtriking out the eight clauſes in queſtion, as he thought 
ſuch amendments could be propoſed as would make the Ad- 
dreſs meet his hearty concurrence, and he believed give ge- 
neral ſatisfaction. | ; tom Sal. 
Mr. GiLEs's motion was then put, to ſtrike out thoſe clau- 
ſes and negatived. Sb. zig n ον . πν⁰ ον⏑j,tÿ 
Mr. ParKER renewed the motion he made yeſterday, to 
{trike out the words « freeſt and moſt enlightened in the 
world,” 81 r i 5 
Mr. Hare ſaid, that he believed his motion he yeſter- 
day offered, had the advantage of ſuperſeding the neceſſity 
of that motion, as it would ſtrike out a much greater portion 
of the Addreſs in order to ſubſtitute words more ſimple and 
expreſſive than the ſeveral parts now contained. He would 
not again go over the ground he yeſterday trod; but would 
barely ſubmit the reſolution to the committee. He did 
not propoſe to amend the Addreſs becauſe he felt any re- 
luctance at expreſling the ſentiments contained in them, but 
becauſe he thought the words propoſed would more effectu- 
ally bring about a reconciliation, and have the advantage of 
more ſimplicity and force of expreſſion. His amendment 
was, to ſtrike out that part of the anſwer, from the words 
« retirement from office,” at the end of the ſeventh para- 
graph, to the words „ may you long, &c.“ at the beginning 
of the laſt paragraph; and inſert, & and to avail ourſelves of 
this occaſion, fince no ſuitable one may hereafter occur, of 
diſcloſing thoſe warm emotions of reſpec, gratitude and af- 
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fection, wich which we, no leſs than our conſtituents, have 
deen inſpired by a life equally illuſtrious for the wiſdom, in- 
tegrity and patriotiſm whereby its public conduct has been 
guided, and fortunate in the happy influence which the exer- 
ciſe of thoſe virtues has produced on the n of our 
coun 

Mr. Fax ſaid he could not vote for the motion the 
gentleman had made for ſtriking out, nor the ſubſtitute pro- 
poſed ; becauſe it left out a ſentiment contained in the origi» 
nal which he very much approved, and which he would with 
by all means to be included in the Addreſs, viz. « Yet we 
cannot be unmindful that your moderation and magnanimity, 
twice difplayed by retiring from your exalted ſtations, afford 
examples no leſs rare ang inſtructive to mankind than valu- 
able to the Republic.” 

Mr. — ſaid thoſe words could be eaſily admitted i in · 
to the motion, which he had no objection to. 

Mr. Aus hoped that the motion to ſtrike out would not 
prevail; for, without being over tenacious on the ſubject, he 
muſt give a preference to the copy of the report, which was 
printed ; the members had the advantage of weighing it in 
their minds, which they would loſe by adopting the ſubſti- 
tute ; beſides, he thought the ideas were ſo crouded in that 

propoſed, as to render it heavy; he hoped the reported Ad- 
_ dreſs would be agreed to. 

Mr. HARER's motion was then put and negatived. 
Twenty-five members only voting for the motion. 

Mr. PARKER again moved to ſtrike out « freeſt and moſt 
enlightened,” &c. 

Mr. W. SMrTH ſaid, yeſterday in the diſcuſſion on the 
ſubject, gentlemen had aſſigned for their reaſon to ſtrike out 


thoſe words that other nations would be offended at us. It 


was uſual, he ſaid, for nations to applaud themſelves, and 
he thought i it could give no offence to any. He did not hear 
gentlemen mention what nation was meant. He preſumed 
the only nation that could be alluded to was the French Re- 
public. If, however it can be proved that they have uſed 
fimiltar language, he ſuppoſed it would give gentlemen ſome 
eaſe as to this particular. In looking over ſome papers, he 
had ſeen ſeveral bombaitical expreſſions in a note of Barthe- 
temy, a report to the convention of Lavicre, and of Camba- 
ceres, in the name of the three committees. In one are theſe 
words « a government ſo powerful as the French.” In ano- 
ther he calls it © the moſt enlightened in the civilized world.” 
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In another, „ the firſt in the univerſe.” He hoped that 
while that nation could uſe expreſſions like theſe, the gentle» 
men of this Houſe would not think the expreſſions referr 
to would give offence to that or any other nation. s, 
Mr. PaRxtr ſaid, when he made the motion he did not 
refer to any particular nation, he had- neither France nor 
England in view; he did not wiſh to ſee us contraſt our 
litical fituation with that of any other country. His objections, 
tothe words, he ſaid, aroſe from our making the declarationour- 
ſelves. Our government, he acknowledged, was free; it was the 
beſt in his opinion any where. He wiſhed to believe the 
people as enlightened as any other; he believed they were, 
and if they were not they had only themſelves to blame; but 
however enlightened or free we were, in his opinion we 
were not the proper organs to declare it ; however enlight- 
ened we might be, he thought the laſt four years adminiſ- 
tration had convinced many, as well as himſelf, that the 
adminiſtration was not the moſt enlightened ; if they had 
they would not have ſuffered ſuch ſhameful ſpoilations on 
our commerce and ſhameful acts of cruelty to our ſeamen. 
He ſaid the two little monarchies of Denmark and Sweden, 
neither of which in point of extent can be compared with 
the United States (more to uſe the compariſon with the 
gentleman from Pennſylvania yeſterday) than a ſpeck is to 
the ſun ; nor are they either of them in population nearly 
equal to the United States; and although they are ſurround- 
ed by the greateſt warlike powers in a belligerent ſtate, yet 
they have preſerved their neutrality inviolate; their ſhips 
have not been wantonly ſcized, nor have their ſeamen been 
torn from their ſhips, or whipped at the gang way of Brit: 
ſhips of war, or been ſhot by their preſs gangs. 'To men- 
tion the inſtances of Britiſh cruelty towards our {camen in 
every inſtance that could be adduced, would take up time 
unneceſſarily ; one alone that recently happened I ſhall relate. 
The — of a member of this Houſe [Mr. Franklin of 
N. C. j was impreſſed on board a Britiſh ſhip of war in the 
Weſt Indies; he was unacquainted with ſeamanſhip, having 
only made a paſſage from N. Carolina to the Iſlands ; being 
awkward and not being a ſeaman he was diſcharged. The 
ſame evening a preſs gang of the ſame ſhip fell in with him 
and made him a priſoner ; in attempting to make his eſcape 
he was ſhot at. The ball was aimed at his body, it was not 
winged with death, but the young man was wounded in th: 
hand. | 
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Mr. P. obſerved, that the Helvetic confederacy, the Swils 
Cantons has been better treated than us; although their in- 
habitants were few and they had no ſhipping, yet in the 
midſt of powerfull contending armies that even ſurrounded 
them, they preſerved their dignity. - Whilſt they have pre- 
ſerved their dignity ours has very much diminiſhed, b 
Mr P. ſaid, when the baneful orders of the ſixth of No- 
vember, 1793, were iſſued by the Britiſh government, by 
which our veſſels were ſeized, and our citizens torn from 
their country, it was propoſed by this Houſe to lay an em- 
bargo, which was to ba followed, and was followed by a 
bill to break off all commerce with Great Britain, after a 
certain day, and alſo to ſequeſter the Britiſh thips and other 
property in this country to make good for the loſſes 2 
ſuſtained; the firſt bill fell through in the Senate; the ſequel: 
tration was given up in conſequence of the Senate's rejccting 
the non-intercourſe bill. ; Ty 
At this time, it was ſaid by the gentleman from Maſſachu- 
ſett's (Mr. Ames) we mult be ſober- minded and difereet z we 
muſt not provoke this powerful nation. She is armed at all 
points like a Porcupine, her quills are ſharply pointed; and 
the, in confederacy with the moſt powerful nations in Eu- 
rope; therefore, it will be wiſe to ſhut ourſelves up like the 
Terrapin, and wait until events change the affairs of Europe, 
but on no terms whatever go to war, A breach of intercourſe 
would be war, and ſequeſtration was actual war: his lan» 
guage prevailed, and the Executive ſent an Envoy Extraordi- 
nary to the Court of St. James's, it muſt have been expected 
by the moſt free and enlightened Americans, that this Extra 
Envoy was ſent to repreſent and demand redreſs of our 
grievances. But too ſoon were they diſappointed ; for, on his 
arrival, the firſt note from his pen addrefled to Lord Gren- 
ville, ſays, © he relies c on the juſtice and magnanimity of 
his Majeſty.” The baneful treaty fince verifies the act. Was 
this language for us to hold out to that nation from whom 
we had received ſuch inſults and injuries? do we rely only on 
the juſtice and magnanimity of that country ſor ſupport ? The 
moſt petty ſtate in the world would ſcorn to debaſe itſelf fo 
much. Where then is our enlightened ſtate ? This, ke ſaid, 
was an aCt of an adminiſtration, they were called upon to ap- 
plaud, and ſay were the moſt enlightened in the world. He 
believed the Preſident never would have put his name to the 
treaty that has brought us to the eve-of a war with France, 
if he had not been adviſed by the council of others, who, he 


- 
* 


( x81 

feard- were friendly to Great Britain, hoſtile to France, and 
enemies to their country. As to the Preſident himſelf, he 
believed him to be a fuk, wiſe and good man, he knew he 
wie WES eo RE. 27; . AP 

The gentleman from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Ames) tells us 
we are on the eve of a war with France, and in this caſe it is 
neceſſary we ſhould unite and meet her. Where are we to 
meet her, ſays Mr. Parker? Have we a nayy to tranſport, 
troops to Europe? No, and if we had, could we expect to foil 
that great nation, who are fighting for their freedom, and 
who Had obtained more victories, and conquered more men 
in a ſew months, than ever was done by the Romans in their 
moſt ſucceſsful days. In caſe of a war with France, ſhould 
we not be compelled to ſhut uþ qurſelves like the Terrapin 
in the ſhell (looking at Mr. Ames) could we carry on our 
trade abroad? Should we not be deprived of the iſlands of 
France. in,the Weſt Indies, from whence we not only draw 
neceſſaries for home conſumption, but valuable cargoes for 
exportation? When the treaty queſtion was before us laſt 
ſe ion, the gentleman, from Maſſachuſetts, (Mr. Ames) in 
order to frighten the Houſe into the appropriation for the 
Britiſh treaty, told us the Tomahawk was lifted up to ſtrike 
the ſon, Whoſe blood was to enrich the corn-field. . The 
ſlumbers of the cradle were to be diſturbed by the ſavage yell, 
and a variety of other bigh-toned alarming metaphors, which 
I am not able to follow him in; as in point of eloquence, the 
palm is yielded to him ; but after this let me aſk for his con- 
iſtency, then we were to ſhut ourſelves up in our ſhell, 
now we are to meet France; why has his tone ſo, changed? 
When Britain inſults us we are to crawl into our ſhell, when 
France does we muſt meet her: did that gentleman meet 
the Britiſh laſt war? Where was that pe) comer: when we.. 
were ſtrugling for our liberty. I preſume he ſhut himſelf 
up in his ſhell. | OE OP | S 
Mr. Parker ſaid he had ſeen ſuch acts of. rapine and cru- 
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elty committed by the Britiſh armies in America, that he 
could not think them great or magnanimous, but the moſt 
cruel of any other nation 5 he had ſeen a flouriſhing town de- 
ſttoyed, houſes and veſſels burned, and families ruined, and 
when he took Portſmouth in Virginia in 1781, not an hour 
after General O'Hara left it, he bound, in a houſe near as 
large as the one we ſit in, a great number of melancholy vic- 
tims of Britiſh barbarity (ſome of which were among the 
moſt reſpectable) the rooms 3 with people, dead and 
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dying of the ſmall-pox, not a ſingle nurſe to attend them, nor 
a drop of water to wet their mouths, this is among the 
evidences of Britiſh humanity. . | 5 

Theſe are the people we are to be allied to, to fight 
France If we muſt go to war with France, and we are in- 
vaded by her, I muſt, and will fight for my country, but was 
Ito have a choice, I would prefer a clofe conneCtion with 
France rather than Britain. Our govertiments are more alike ; 
4 alike have fought for freedom; we have, in ſome mea- 
ure, looſened the . which ignorance and ſuperſtition had 
made, and which were ſupported by king- craft and prieſt- 
craft. I with to fee republican liberty ſpread itſelf over the 
world, this is among the reaſons why I ſhould deprecate a 
war with France. * I hope that every meaſure will be 
uſed conſiſtent with the honour of our country, to cement 
cloſely the bands of union between the United States and the 
French Republic. | Rs 
Having faid, perhaps, too much on this ſubject, I ſhall 
conclude with the words of a celebrated French * author, I 
__ graved on my heart, a love of freedom, and a hate of 

ings.” E 760 | 
Mr. HARPER ſaid, he had not a diſpoſition to follow the 
gentleman in his inveCtive againſt the adminiſtration of this 
country, or in his reference to the conduct of another na- 
tion. Nor could he ſee what it had to do with the matter 
in hand; the queſtion was, whether they ſhould make the 
declaration or not; it did not appear to him important whe- 
ther = made it or not; if it was true, other nations would 
fee it. But why ſhould gentlemen travel into this long field 
of invective? Suppoſe all theſe aſſertions were true, he 
ſhould then vote againſt his own motion. Admit all was a 
miſtake z that we are not what we think ourſelves to be, and 
that it had its foundation in a baſe, wicked deſign ; does it 
then follow that all the reſt of America are 4 wicked? 
We have been talking much about war, pacification, &c. it 
would ſeem to ſtrangers who entered the Houſe ſince the de- 
bate commenced, that the ſubject before the committee was 
a declaration of war, whereas it is only whether we call our- 
ſelves a free and enlightened people or not. The gentleman. 
from Virginia (Mr. Parker) ſaid, he felt himſelf pacifically in- 
clined to all nations. Mr. H. ſuppoſed the truth was, that 
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the gentleman was pacifically inclined towards the nation 
who ſeemed to be hoſtile. at preſent againſt this country, 
(Mr. Parker here roſe to make ſome N Mr. H. 
however, hoped they ſhould not travel into fields of diſcuſſion, 
nor give ſcope to their imagination to call forth from their 
recollection all the circumſtances which could be detailed, but 


which would only ſerve to irritate and prolong buſineſs. 


which required. immediate diſcuſſion z he- hoped, therefore, 
that they ſhould confine themſelves to the ſimple queſtion, 
whether to ſtrike out or not. What, he would aſk, have 

aceful or hoſtile diſpoſition to do with the queſtion in hand? 
He bad ſaid when compared with Sweden and Denmark our 
government had been very unwiſe and had permitted depreda- 
tions on our commerce. He did not with to enter far into 
the diſcuſſion, but this he could ſay, that Sweden and Den- 
mark although they had 36 ſhips. of war always ready to 
protect them, yet ties had ſubmitted to as great inſults as we 


have; with, leſs force we have obtained greater advantages 


than they. As to the Swiſs Cantons, although they have no 
ſhips on the ocean they were in alliance with the only nation 
that could annoy them; beſides their ſituation is ſuch that 
their mountaineous country will protect them againſt all in- 
vaders: they can ſuſtain an independant character with 
more eaſe than moſt nations. He did not ſee any ſuperior 
wiſdom in their conduct; he muſt conſider our conduct 
marked with more wiſdom than either of them. Involved. 
in a labyrinth with three or four of the ſtrongeſt nations in 
the world, although we have not received thoſe advantages 
we could wiſh, yet he thought we had come out quite as well 
as we had any reaſon to hope. Contraſted with Sweden 


Denmark and Switzerland, we have obtained thoſe advan- 


tages\which would afford us ample reaſon - to admire the 
wiſdom of our adminiſtration : and thoſe advantages were 
obtained while we ſtaid at home and managed our own 
buſineſs. ; i 5 

Mr. Auxs ſaid, if any man were to call himſelf more free 
and enlightened than his fellows, it would be conſidered as 
arrogant ſelf praiſe. His very declaration would prove that 
he wanted ſenſe as well as modeſty, but a nation might be 
called ſo, by a citizen of that nation without impropriety, 
becauſe in doing ſo, he beſtows no praiſe of ſuperiority on 
himſelf, he may be in fact, and may be ſenſible * is 
leſs enlightened than the wiſe of other nations. This ſort 
of national eulogium may, no doubt, be foſtered by vanity 
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and grounded in miſtake, it is ſometimes juſt, it is certainl 
common, and not always either ridiculous or offenſive. 
did not ſay that France or England had not been remarkable 
for enlightened men; their Ijterati are more numerous and 
diſtinguiſhed than our own, The character with reſpect to. 
thisc ountry, he ſaid, was ſtrictly true. Our countrymen, almoſt 
univerſally poſſeſs ſome property and ſome p̃retenſions of learn- 
ing, two diſtinctions ſoremarkably in their favour as tovindi- 
cate the expreſſion objected to. But go through France, Germa- 
ny, and moſt countries of 11 and it would be found 
that out of fifty millions of people not more than two or three 
had any pretenſions to knowledge, the reſt being com para- 
tively with Americans ignorant, | In France which contains 
25 millions of people, only one was calculated to be in any 
reſpect enlightened, and perhaps under the old ſyſtem there 
was not a greater proportion poſſeſſed of property; whilſt in 
America, out of four millions of people, ſcarcely any part 
of them could be claſſed upon the ſame ground with the rab- 
ble of Europe. That claſs called vulgar, canzile, rabble, ſo 
numerous there, does not exiſt here as a claſs, though our 
towns have many individuals of it. Look at the Lazaroni of 
Naples there are 20,000 or more houſeleſs people, wretched 
and in want! He aſked whether, where men wanted every 
thing, and were in the proportion of 29 to 1, it was poſlible 
that they could be truſted with power, Wanting wiſdom 
and morals how would they uſe it? It was therefore that the 
iron hand of deſpotiſm was called in by the few who had 
any thing, to preſerve any kind of controul oyer the many, 
This evil, as it truly was, and which he did not propoſe to 
commend, rendered true liberty hopeleſs. In America, out 
of four millions ot people, the proportion which cannot read 
and write, and wao, having nothing, are intereſted in plun- 
der and confuſion and diſpoſed for both, is ſmall. In the 
ſouthera States he knew there were pcople well informed, he 
diſclaimed all deſign "of invidious compariſon ; the members 
from the ſouth would be more capable of doing juſtice to 
their conſtituents, but in the eaſtern States he was more par- 
ticularly converſant, and knew the people in them could ge- 
nerally read and write, and were well informed as to public 
affairs. In ſuch a country liberty is N to be permanent. 
They are enlightened enough to be free. It is -poſhble to 
plant it in ſuch a ſoil, and reaſonable to hope that it will 
take root and flouriſh long as we ſee it does. But can li- 
berty, ſuch as we underſtand and enjoy, exiſt in ſocieties 
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norant and licencious. . 4 2 1 20 

Was there any impropriety, then, in ſaying what was a 
fact ? As it reſpects government the declaration is uſeful. It 
is reſpectful to the people to ſpeak of them with. the juſtice 
due to them, as eminently formed for liberty, and worthy of 
it. The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Giles) on a former 
occaſion had ſaid he adored the people; but now when there 
was a wiſh to pronounce the attributes of his. divinity; he 
was not found more feryent in his adoration than many who 
hid made no ſuch profeſſion, If they are free and enlightened, 
let us ſay ſo if they are not, he ſhould no longer adore them; 
they would not certainly be worthy of honours quite divine. 
Mr. Ames ſaid they ought not only reſay this becauſe it was 
true, but becauſe their ſaying ſo would have the effect to 
produce that ſelf reſpect which was the beſt guard of liberty, 
and moſt conducive to the happineſs of ſociety. -[It was uſe- 
ful to ſhew where our hopes and the true ſafety of our free- 
dom are repoſed. It cheriſhed in return from the citizens 
a juſt confidence, a ſpirit of patriotiſm unmixed with foreign 
alloy, and the courage to defend a conſtitution that a people 
really enlightened. knows to be worthy of its efforts. | 

If the words were objectionable, jt wauld- be eaſy to alter 
them to avoid the objection without ' impairing eſſentially 
their force. A gentleman near him had ſuggeſted the pro- 
priety of ſaying we were among the freeſt and moſt en- 
lightened.” He had no objection to the alteration, though 
he ſaw no reaſon for altering the phraſeology,, but he was 
willing to 2 with gentlemen, it not being eſſential. 
The citizens of a free government ought, he ſaid, to believe 
they were the moſt free and enlightened, becauſe, having 
the power of making the government what they pleaſe, if it, 
= not the beſt, it would be their own fault for not making 
It 10, 2 | 

He believed the Houſe would not be ſurpriſed, if he took 
notice of what had been ſaid in alluſion to him in the courſe 
of the debate —alluſions with which he could not be offended, 
becauſe they were urged with ſo many expreſſions of the moſt 
flattering civility. But every gentleman would believe thoſe 
things were not applicable to him, as their recollections 
would not fail to prove, What had been his language with 
reſpect to Britain? Did he ſay we were to ſubmit ? Did he 
ſay we were to defend our country ?. Was he then afraid as 
they were now, that ſoft words would not be ſoft enough ? 
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No; ſuch language came not from him. Do nothing to irri, 
tate; wage no war; no hoſtility. Such he called ſequeſtra. 
tion and other acts of that nature. We were, he ſaid, about 
to make war on Britiſn property, and ſuch would have 
been conſidered a kind of minor war. He therefore withed 
to ſhut ourſelves up in our ſhell like a tortoiſe. But at the 
ſame time, he recommended troops to be raiſed, * ſhips 
to be built, taxes tobe laid, and a ſpirited claim of Juſtice 
to be urged. . The gentleman who wiſhed at that time par- 


ticularly to preſerve peace, did not wiſh to hold out the olive 


branch alone, by leaving the _ defenceleſs. This ma- 
ny of their oppoſers abſolutely did. Theſe, he ſaid, were 
their reaſons, and they had been effectual. He would not 
go into an examination of the ſubject now. It was their 
wiſh to urge every exertion of the country, to have ſtrained 
its faculties till they were ready to crack, and to have called 
forth the laſt dollar and the laſt man in defenge of the coun- 
try in caſe of neceſſity. Did this look as if they wiſhed to 
truckle to Great Britain? Many of their oppoſers, ſo zealous 
then for retaliation and repriſal, were not for any thing elſe— 
neither troops, ſhips, taxes, nor treaty. This the tray and 
5 on the journals will eſtabliſn. Will the oppoſers ſhew 
aif the ſpirit how that we felt and expreſſed at that day? 
How happened it, he aſked, that gentlemen were ſo angry 
becauſe. they had then heard the language ef peace, and now 
becauſe the ſame language was heard? Not one of us deſire 
hoſtility. Was it becauſe Great Britain was then the object 
and France now? Wrongs from the former cannot be re- 
ſented enough, and wrongs and infult tod from the latter 
require words of more ardour than a lover's. No man felt 
more for the wrongs of America than he did; he felt for 
the loſs of ſhips and property, and more that our ſeamen 


had ſo ſuffered : on no oceafion had a drop of blood preſſed 


through his heart more quickly, than at their painful mis- 
fortunes. . But, was it not the part of dignity and prudence 
to endeavour to obtain reſtitution for thoſe wronys rather 
than take up arms? Was it- ſuited to national dignity to 
make uſe of the language that had been uſed on that occaſion 
by. many of his oppoſers ? He thought both national and per- 
ſonal dignity forbade it, he had thought it equally intempe- 
rate and unbecoming. | | 
Did- not gentlemen ſeem to feel more for one indivi- 
dual than for an inſult on the whole nation and its govern- 
ment? The adminiſtration might ſuffer contumely and'abule, 
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and the country too without produci ng any emotions in the 
breaſts of gentlemen ; their feelings ſeem to take quite ano- 
ther direction. If the Britiſh miniſter ſhould - outrage our 

vernment as the miniſter of France had done, every one 
would be for avenging the wrong. He thought it right that 
they ſhould now declare their determination of ſupporting the 
Executive in ſupport of our national honour and dignity, or 
let him ſee in ſeaſon that he was to be abandoned. 

The gentleman from 8. Carolina (Mr. Harper) had juſtly 
ſaid, that'though we had no navy to ſupport our pretenſions, 
we had yet come off better than Sweden or Denmark, coun- 
tries which had been produced as patterns of wiſdom. 'Tho' 
he did not ſuppoſe e 5 Britiſh treaty would be carried into 
effect, ſo as to — every perſon who had ſuffered in his : 
property by the Britiſh, yet he truſted the event would prove 
in a conſiderable degree ſatisfact He wiſhed all other 
depredations on our commerce might be in the end as near- 
ly co yy F 

time when government was purſuing her negocia- 

5 we were embarraſſed with Spain, with the Indians and 
with the Weſtern people. On the ſea our citizens were ſuf- 
fering in their property. The Britiſh treaty was therefore 
made under diſadvantageous circumſtances. Too great an 
eulogium could not be beſtowed on the government, and 
truth would ſometimes procure its univerſal aſſent, that we 
had recovered our territory and made proviſion» for the 
ſpoilation of our commerce; that we had ſettled: our _ 
with Great Britain, Spain, Algiers and the Indians; and 
that our ſhips were not taken ſo much as before: what trea- 
ty will not do (as the gentleman: ſaid ſome tine back) war 
muſt: but treaty has proved effectual. ä * 

It ſeemed as if gentlemen never could ſay h on the 
ſubject of the Britiſh treaty and of Great Britain. The bank, 
treaſury, and other topics of declamation, which- were for- 
merly always in order, ſeem to be almoſt forgotten. Was 
this the Way, he aſked, in which they meant to recom- 
mend to the citizens the due reſpect for the acts of a majo-' ' 
rity of that Houſe and of Congreſs. If they think this the 
belt way of anſwering the ends of government and of pro- 
ducing confidence and harmony amongſt the people, they nd 
well. The means a — diſproportioned or rather 
ſtrangely oppoſite to 8 end. He was of a different opinion- 
He thought, and it was with due ſeriouſneſs of deliberation 
he declared, the people were called upon to chuſe between 


1 
them; between thoſe who wiſhed to ſupport government 
and thoſe who avowed ſo unſeaſonable and ſo exceſſive a 
ſenſibility to a foreign intereſt and foreign nation; between 
thoſe who condemned tdie inſults offered to the government 
and thoſe who ſeemed to approve them, thoſe he thought 
the experiment of our government had ſucceeded and thoſe 
who were bound in conſiſtency with their own aſſertions to 
ſay it was to be abandoned with diſguſt aid in deſpair. He 
was of opinion they could not go on as they were, ſome pul- 
ling down while others were building up; but the people 
could remove the evil by chooſing a Houſe Who would be 
better agreed—the people being free and enlighten, would 
have no difficulty in choofing between them. Both ſorts of 
men ought not to be there; either thoſe who like the gove - 
ernment are in the right, or theſe who diſpute, revile and deſ- 


piſe it. The people would, he doubted not, judge right. 
He wiſhed the appeal to be made without delay, and ſo 


ſolemnly as to make it effectual. 
Mr. —— wiſhed to make an amendment to the para- 


ginia (Mr. Parker) he would move to put the word « among” 
after the word « freeſt,” which would read © the freeft and 
among the moſt enlightened.” He could not ſay we were 
the moſt enlightened, but he did think us the moſt free; 
not that he was afraid of offending any nation; but he thought 
this a more conſiſtent declaration. | ee 


Mr. Swanwick ſaid, nobody doubted but we were free 
and enlightened, but he thought their declaration was no 
evidence to the truth of it. He thought the haſt amendment 

good, but it would be ſtill better if the gentleman 


nay 
would put the word « amoryg” a little farther back; for it to 


read ©« among the freeſt and moſt- — — A pacific © 

ing ſo well as treat- 
ing others with reſpect as well as ourſelves; we may not 
be excluſively free 'or enlighrened. He hoped it would be 


diſpoſition could not be proved by any 


thus altered. 82 


Mr. Cnkisrig thought we were the freeſt people in the 


world; he therefore could not agree to the amendment laſt 
propoſed. . . ; of 17 erden am 
Mr. Corr could not ſay with the gentleman laſt up that 


we were the freeſt, but he was very willing to agree with the 


amendment of a gentleman, that we are among the freeſt 


and moſt enlightened; he thought the ſirſt amendment much 


ph which he thought would anſwer the end equal to ſtrik- 
ing it out, which, if agreeable to the gentleman from Vir 


r OPO  ETSILEEY 


28 


F 38 SES 


38 


„ 

toved by this; he ſaid it removed great part of the difficulty 
885 — minds of many . he Ce: 
unneceſſary time would be taken up with ſuch trifles. | 
Mr. GIL ks next toſe to ſpeak to ſome obſervations which 
were made by the gentleman from 8. Carolina (Mr. Smith) 
on the mode of expreſſion uſed in the words propoſed to be 
ruck out. That gentleman brings ſome examples from 
'rance of this boaſting ſpitit, but he thought their example 
in thoſe things ſhould not have influence here. Mr. G. faid, 
he believed he was one among thoſe on whom that gentle- 
man ſuppoſed ſuch would have influence ; but he could aſ- 
ſure him, if he thought ſo, he was miſtaken. - He did not 
like that -diſpoſition in any one; it was to him extremely 
diſagreeable ; and he did not approve it any the better be- 
cauſe the French nation had ſet the example. That vaunt- 
ing ſtile of the French nation was, to him, the moſt irkſome 
of all their conduct. ee | ha 
The gentleman from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Ames) ſuppoſes, 
ſaid Mr. Giles, that I no longer adore the people becauſe I 
will not allow them to be called, in this addreſs, the freeſt 
and moſt enlightened in the world : perhaps I think as highly 
of the people as that gentleman does, but if ſo, it is not be- 
coming in me to expreſs it in that manner. If we are the 
moſt free and enlightened, it does not become us to make 
our boaſt of it : neither did Mr. G. think it right to tell the 
people ſo. The gentleman, endeavoured to do away the ob- 
jection by drawing a picture between a nation and an indi- 
vidual uſing that language. The Repreſentatives of the 
people were the fame as the nation. Mr. G. thought we 
were a free and enlightened people, _- it was very indeh- 
cate in that Houſe to uſe the expreſhons. In an individual 
the caſe was quite different; he did not think the compariſon 
juſt : however, if the Houſe were determined to uſe the ex- 
preſſions he ſhould not object, it was very immaterial to him. 
The gentleman from Maffachuſetts (Mr. Ames) ſaid ſome 
individuals were oppoſed to the government. Mr. G. wiſh- 
ed to underſtand the meaning of the term government. If 
the gentleman meant the government of the United States in 
all its branches, as organized by the conſtitution, he did not 
think it would at all apply. Not one on that floor, he faid, 
could love the government in this ſenſe more than he did ; 
he never fulpedied what the law adopted; he had all his life 
embraced it with pleaſure : but if the Executive alone was 
meant as the government, "_ G. thought that was ſome- 
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times fenſurable : however he could not call that the. 
mots although it was a part of it, and a very effen 
e was Lorry to find that this part of the government bad. 
placed us in a very diſagreeable fituation. 3 ſaid he was 

| one of thoſe who extremely diſliked the treaty with Great. 

Britain. This was one of thoſe acts which to his view was 
unwiſe in the 6s ug 2 "> xt like any cloſe con- 
nection with that country; altho of 
tages might ariſe from _ 5 3 view 
by forming ſuch a connection as to overbalance all partial 
advantages. What, ſaid Mr. G. is our exiſting ſituation. 
with reſpect to France? He thought the ſtate of our affairs { 
with reſpect to that country far from agreeable. The Pre- 
ſident announces ſomething very uncomfortable, and ac- 
counts that have been received from France corroborate the 
teſtimomy and even adds to the danger: and where can we 
put the blame, but on our accommodation with Great Brit- 
ain by the treaty by which we are liable to be interrupted by 
a nation infinitely more powerful ? By the acquiſitions of 
Spain and Holland to France we not only loſe thoſe who 
were our friends, but they become enemies in common with 
their ally; our commerce with all the world, and even with 
our own. parts is ruined by her privateers which ori ates, 
in that calamitous treaty. He ſaid he would appeal if this 
is the caſe, whether the declaration of the gentleman from 
Maſſachuſetts (Mr. Ames) was well timed, to come for- 
ward and tell them what we will do;. we were ready to 
meet them. If this is the happy proſpect ariſing from what 
the gentleman calls a wiſe and firm adminiſtration, he la- 
mented it as fraught with evil. He thought that in the con- 
tract with Great Britain we had made a dangerous poiſon 
which would ſoon be felt. 

With reſpect to one alluſion of the, gentleman, he would 
ſay, that he felt the ſame adoration for the will of the people 
now, as he ever had done, and he hoped he always ſhould ; 
he thought no gentleman could charge him with contrary 
conduct; the ſentiments he had always ſupported aroſe from 
a feeling and conviction of their propriety. He ſaid he made 
theſe remarks becauſe ſome gentlemen had indulged them: 
ſelves i in ſuch perſonalities. He forbore to make any faxthe 
obſervations, as he might fometime take an opportunity to 
remark on ſome particulars in an expected communication 
when it offered. ERA "OW to the addreſs he ſouls, vote 
againſt it. r 2 26 2666 
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Mr. Dayton could 
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20. THE 


Mr. Darron (he Shocker) faid that fome of the obſerva- 
tions which had brought into the prefent debate were of 
too delicate a nature to be commented upon or even repeated, 
he ſhould not therefore follow the gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
m his enquiry how far this country was expoſed to be an- 
noyed by France in the poſſible, though happily not proba- 
ble, event of a rupture with that countx. 
As to the words © freeſt and moſt enlightened” which 
were more immediately the ſubje of diſcuſhon, he did not 
object againſt them on the ground of fact, but he conſidered 
the expreſſion as reſolving itſelf into a queſtion of decorum and 
delicacy, the rules of which appeared to him to be violated, 
in their aſcribing to themſelves ſuch a ſuperlative preference 
however true) in a compariſon with every other people. The 
amendment of the* gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Chriſtie) 


bed hep e ie £1 0 TI them more pala- 
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Some remarks had fallen from the gentleman from Maffa- 
chuſetts (Mr. Ames) which were irrelative to the ſubject, and 
ve wiſhed had been therefore omitted. 
Had he contented himſelf with challenging any member to 
point out a fingle-inſtance of inconſiſtency in him and pur- 
ſued the ſubject no further; Mr. D. faid that his refpe& and 
friendſhip for the member from Maſſachuſetts would have in- 
duced him to be filent, but when that gentleman had wan- 
tonly gone out of his way to bring into view and arraign the 
policy of certain energetic meaſures which were at a former 


ſeſſion c lated to counteract the encroachments of 


Great Britain, he felt himſelf called to take ſome no- 


tice of them. Thoſe meaſures, and ſequeſtration in particu- 


lar had been on a former occaſion aſſerted, and now again un- 


neceſſarily repeated, to have been intended as acts of hoſtili- 


ty. Is it then (enquired Mr. D.) an act of hoſtility ſimply to 
ſequeſter, or in words to attach and to arreſt and de- 


tain in this country the property of the Britiſh nation as a 
pledge or ſecurity for the indemnification of the citizens of 


the United States againſt the depredations of that nation, and 
is it no act of hoſtility againſt this country to have their pro- 
perty not merely ſequeſtered but condemned, confiſcated, and 
waſted by the cruizers, ſubjects, government and courts of 


that nation? Such, he was ſorry to ſay, bad formerly been 


the reaſoning and aſſertion of the gentleman from Maffachu- 


ſetts. The United States muſt not ſequeſter, for it was 


war; but the plunder and confiſcation of the property of our 


66 


citizens was not to be termed hoſtility, but was only ground 
for negociation. If it were poſſible for that gentleman to rer 
concile that ſtriking inconfiſtency, he might then free himſelf 
from the imputation. That he himſelf had advocated all the 
energetic meaſures which were propoſed on a former critical 
occaſion in that houſe, was, Mr. Dayton faid, his pride and 
his boaſt. He then thought, and he ſtill Aouatt, that if 
they had been carried into effect, the ſituation of this coun- 
try both as it reſpected the indemnification of our fellow 
citizens who had been plundexed, and our commercial and 
political connection with Great Britain would be far more fa- 


vourable than it could be Taid to be at that moment. 


Mr. Avzs faid that the gentleman. from Virginia (Mt, 


Giles) had repreſented him as ſaying that he took it for 
granted that we were on the eye of a war with France. 80 
ar was this from being correct, he had grounded his ex- 


preſſion carefully upon what fell from the gentleman him- 


ſelf. He ſaid if we were on the eve of a war, as Mr. Giles 


inſinuated, it was above all things neceſſary. that we ſhoulg 
cling around the goyernment, and not let an idea go f 

to the world that there was a diviſion of ſentiment on the 
ſubje& of the reſpeCtive duties we owe to France and our 


own 2 He knew nat what more he could ſay with 
ra 


reſpect to France, He had adyocated words ſtrong enoug] 
for any thing but a Jove-letter, and ſuch were reported 
the committee. It was poſſible indeed he might not feel 
the ardour in hcr favour which was expreſſed by other gen- 
tlemen ; for their's, lie was free to ſay, = thooghe exceſſive 
and pernicious. It was not ſweet enough to go down his 
throat, but much ſweeter than he thought proper to make 
uſe of. He wiſhed moſt cordially for peace wich all nations, 
but if that could not be had, he wiſhed for an union of ſen- 
timent in ſupport of our national character and dignity. He 
did not approve of any thing like menaces, nor would he 
give the leaſt encouragement to any hoſtile diſpoſition; this, 
he ſaid, had been the language uſed by other gentlemen in that 
Houle. . „„ 2 FRIES 
8o much for that ſubjet. With reſpect to what had fal- 


len from the Speaker, it was poſſible on ſo many points, and 


with ſo many aſpects of the ſame point, in the buſineſs of 
ſeveral years, he might not have acted conſiſtently, though 
as to the matter in queſtion, he neither admitted nor believed 
any ſuch thing. He always acted as he thought beſt at the 
time; but at different periods he might, and this he ſaid 


a ac wand conch a an AA wa coo os „* «ns e . had ons was £A wo 


oe _ a + Mt ln mm od 4 Da * a Pq 4 * 


* 


merely for the arguments ſake, have acted differently. Sin- 
cerely, he was ſure he had acted, and the Houſe would be- 
lieve he had ever avowed his ſentiments as he really felt them; 
but he could not ſee any thing of this inconſiſtent kind in 
his conduct. Admitting that the capturing of our veſſels by 
the Britiſh were acts of hoſtility, and there was great differ- 
ence between ſuch acts and the juſt cauſes of war, were we, 
he ſaid, even then without reflection or penetration, or de- 
mand of juſtice, to return hoſtility for hoſtility ? The French 
had alſo captured our veſſels, and yet no one ſpoke of this as 
an act of hoſtility, or of ſequeſtration, prohibition or embar- 
go, or blamed thoſe who were ſilent, If one nation com- 
mitted an act of hoſtility againſt another, was it not adviſa- 
ble, rather than immediately to retaliate,- to endeavour to 
adjuſt. the matter by negociation ? He thought ſo, the citi- 
zens of the United States unqueſtionably thought ſo, and 
that our adminiſtration had great merit in ſo ſettling the late 
differences with Great Britain as to avoid war. It was true 
that the Britiſh had taken our veſſels under a claim of right 
which they had to do ſo; and as contraband goods were. 
liable to be ſeized, part of their conduct was clearly right 
by the law of nations, and a great part clearly wrong. 50 
that it was difficult to determine which were acts of 5 
This of courſe required examination of facts, and adjuſt- 
ment of principles, 'The treaty wiſely provided for both. 
For this purpoſe a negociation was opened, and was in a 
train that he ſincerely hoped would be finally ſucceſsful. 
Gentlemen had been greatly offended by the terms juſtice 
and magnanimity, addreſſed by Mr. Jay in his memorial to 
the Britiſh government; but now our own country was 
threatned, wronged and inſulted, in a very extraordinary 
manner, no language was ſoft enough to be uſed towards 
their favourite Republic, This diſtinction was remarkable. 
The remarkers on inconſiſtency would no doubt labour for a 
ſolution of this enigma, Our real patriots would labour with 
them to he ſatisfied why the language of cuſtom and com- 
mon decency, thould be ſo ſhocked in one caſe, and wh 
even humility and ſupplication ſhould ſeem too harſh for of. 
tended France in the other. N 
With reſpect to the preſent ſituation of our country with 
the French Republic, it was no reproach upon our go- 
vernment that the French had ifſued complaints againſt us. 
It was ſaid the Britiſh treaty was the ground of offence ; 
if ſo, he hoped there was not a drop of American blood that 


- 


-waz not carried with rather more heat and rather more hun 
rough the heart by ſuch a declaration. Ne tations "th 
Hoped, would ever have ſich influence over the people as to 
Gita te to us what form of treaty we ſhould make with ano- 
ther nation. It was an infult that marked the -utmoſt info. 
-lence of ſpirit on one ſide, and its loweſt abaſement on the 
No cauſe of offence, Mr. Ames ſaid, could juſtly be taken 
on account of that treaty, fince the French treaty was in 
common with our other treaties declared to be of prior forte 
by an article of Mr. Jays, and were the articles of the two 
treaties to claſh, thoſe A: the French treaty would deſtroy 
any oppoſing article in that made with Great Britain, ſo'that 
that treaty would continue the law of the land, the ſane as 
if no Britiſh treaty exiſted. - Our juries. ah coynts could be 
rehed to carry the law of the land into effect. 
Information had been received, Mr. Ames ſaid, and ſtated 
to the public in all the newſpapers, that continual efforts 
were making in Paris to excite a ſpirit of animoſity againſt this 
country, and this by perſons who were (though unworthily 
ſuch) American citizens. Whether the language held by 
gentlemen in this Houſe on the preſent occaſion would not 
have a tendency to increaſe, to encourage and to afliſt- that 
ſpirit, he left thoſe gentlemen to determine. Whether to ſay 
we were wholly in their power; that they were the anly 
power which could annoy our territory, that they were invul- 
nerable and irreſiſtable and we defenceleſs, that they were in 
the right and we in the wrong, was becoming any character 
but that of a Frenchman. If we are on the eve of a war, ſaid 
Mr. Ames, I bluſh for gentlemen who can uſe ſuch lan- 
guage, at a moment when the power with whom the war 
was contemplated is offering injuries and menaces to our 
country. If the event were to be war, he acquitted the ad- 
miniſtration of blame. It had not provoked it; but it was, if 
we may credit ſuch various and concurring information 3s 
we had, owing to the intrigues carried on in Paris. What 
auxiliaries they may have here, he would not pretend to fay. 
It had been there repreſented that there was a diviſion of ſen- 
timent betwixt the government and the people of this coun- 
try; and that they (the French) had _ to ſpeak the word, 
and the government would fall, like other deſpotiſms, which 
they affected every where to overturn. If this was the fact, 
and ſo it had been repreſented, this Houſe and this whole 
-country ought to ſhe it no countenance, he thought dt the 
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daty of tho plate where he ſtood to make it muniſeſt to th 
French nation it would not be borne; that in caſe of entre 
mities he did not balance for à moment which country he 
ſhould declare for, that of ſtfangers or his o Wu. 

Mr. Ames ſaid, he himſelf did not believe there was any 
chance of war. The French could have no pretext for it and 
as little intereſt, or deſire to drive; us to that alternative. A 
this kind of threat he doubted not, was to anſwer à certain 
purpoſe, and was timed at the very moment when it was ex- 
pe 


ted to fix it; when that buſineſs had paſſed over he ſuppoſed: 
we ſhould hear no more of war. We may ſuffer. many. 
wrongs, and depredations on our trade, ſaid Mr. Ames, but 
this country will ſeek redreſs; not by war in the firſt inſtance, 
but by n Theſe were ideas which ap- 
peared to him yery neceſſary to expreſs, and which he con- 
ſidered his duty to advance. Whatever be our government, 
ſaid he, whether perfect or not, we are bound to ſupport it; 
and not, at ſuch a period to ſpeak of injuries and evils which 
are not derived from the Q'or improvidence of our go- 
yernment, and therefore ought. not to chill the ardor of our 
zeal for its ſupport. They are not true; but if they were, 
they ſhould now be kept out bf fight. Mr. Ames concluded 
with an apology for having ſaid fo much, as it was well 
known he did not propoſe to ſpeak often, he intended ta have 
ſaid but little and hoped the committee would ſee that he had 
been perſonally called upon and therefore would excuſe him. 
Mr. GiLzs ſaid, the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. 
Ames) had charged him with improperly expoſing the weak- 
neſs of out country. The French Directory, ſaid Mr. G. 
knows the ſituation of this country as it reſpects our com- 
merce better than I do. There are . circumſtances: in the 
United States as well known to them as to any gentleman in 
this Hopft. He depreeatef war, and he ſpoke of the diſad- 
vantages we ſhould labour, under, that gentlemen may be cau- 
tioned againſt it. He begged the gentleman to look back 
upon the very brilliant remarks he made the | laſt. ſeſſion on 
the power of Great Britain, and how unable the country was 
to meet them, Mr. G. then thought war much leſs proba- 
ble than now; he then begged us not to provoke a war. 
With reſpect to the probability of a rupture with France, he 
wiſhed gentlemen ſeriouſly to eonſider: it was à well known 
{act that the powers of their miniſter was ſuſpended; This, 
xt was inſinuated, was to have an influence ona certain elec- 


tion. This he thought was too improbable to be imagined.” 


> 
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ean with ſafery venture on the remark, that things begin in 
earneſt to take a ſerious aſpect. When, he would afk gen- 


tlemen, did they ſee this coutitfy plated in ſo critical a Utu- 


ation as our preſent with the French Republic ? The time 
when that gentleman ſaw danger of a war, had not ſo ſeris 


aus an appearance as the preſent { the Britiſn miniſter was 


not then recalled nor his functions ſtopped. From the re- 
vocation of the Britiſh edi of the 6th Nrivember, he never 


thought there was danger of a war with that nation. But, 


time 


miſtaken. Mr. G. ſaid he had lately ſeen a friend from that 


country, à man well informed, who had given him infor- 
mation of affairs there, and who aſſured him that they were 
much offended at the Briziſh treaty. Much had beer! faid- 
about improper eorreſponderice with France, but he did not 


know of any thing treaſorfable in his connection. He be- 
lieved ſome gentlemen had had idle dreams a great while 5 
they are the wild phantoms of theſe gentlemens imagination. 


Ideas, meerly the fabrication of viſtonary and prejudiced 


minds. | 
Mr. Krrcaesr, thought we 1 gm a very good proof 
that we are not the moſt enlightened pe | 
this diſcuſſion, and if we declare to the worid that we are, 
that declaration will be a ſtil} more glaring proof; it appeared 
to him quite unneceſſary ; he thought it ſpending a t 
deal of time to no purpoſe, it was not important enough for 
that waſte of time when the ſeſſion was to be ſo fhort; he 
therefore wiſhed the queſtion to be put. + * 
Mr. S1TGREAVES agreed that a very uſeleſs and improper 


htitude had been aſſumed in the diſeuſſion, and he thought 


that a few moments would not be miſpent in recalling the at- 
tention of the committee to the real queſtion before them 
The aſſertion that we are the freeſt andmoſt enlightened nation 
in the world was found fault with, and while ſome gentlemen 
moved to ſtrike it out altogether, others propoſed to qualify it 


in different ways. Mr. S. believed that, in any modification of 


the expreſſion, the criticifm was in itſelf extremely unimpor- 
tent; and if, as ſome gentlemen had treated it, it was a mere 
queſtion of decorum, he ſhould feel perfectly indifferent 


The gentleman from Maflachuſetts (Mr. Ames) had al- 
laded to information from Paris. If he fuppoſed there was 
any other than communications between individuals, he was 


people in the world by 
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whether it was rejected or retained. But when hg heard one 
member deny that we are the moſt free, and another that we 
are enlightened ; and molt eſpecially when he heard that the 
expreſſion was contended to be improper witll relation to the 
acts and the adminiſtratipn of the government, he confeſſed 
it did appear to him to he of ſome conſequence not to part 
with the expreſſion, leſt, by doing fo, the Houſe ſhould give 
countenance to theſe objections. For his own part, he be- 
heved the propoſition to be true; he conceived the word « en- 
hehtened” as applicable to political illumination; and not to 
our rank in arts, ſciences, or literature; and he conſidered the 
fentence as equivalent to an aſſertion that we enjoy the moſt 
enlightened ſyſtem of political freedom extant—lIn this yiew 
of it, he thought it literally true; and if true, he could not 
diſcern the indecorum of declaring ſo on the preſent occa- 
on. He was ſtrongly impreſſed with the pro ＋ of the 
idea which he had ſuggeſted yeſterday, that this ſhould be 
conſidered as an ac of intercourſe purely domeſtic; an ex- 
preſſion of ſelf-gratulation on our ſuperior happineſs ;' which, 
by the forms of ſociety, ought not to be noticed by any other 
nation, We may be deemed, without too bold a figure, to 
be ſpeaking in ſoliloquy; and to liſten to what we ſay would 
be no better than eaves-dropping. The indecorum would 
reſt with thoſe who overhear us, not with ourſelves. It could. 
not be denied that ſuch a belief of the ſuperiority of our poli- 
tical ſituation ought to be cheriſhed among us; if we did not 
believe it, we ſhould take ſhame to ourſelves, becauſe our 
vernment is the work of our own hands. If the belief that we 
are free and enlightened is valuable, the expreſſion of it is 
alſo valuable, becauſe it tends to preſerve us ſo; it is a ſenti- 
ment which we cannot dwell upon too much. | 

But he contended that the propriety of this or any other 
expreſſion could not be juſtly eſtimated by conſidering it in 
the abſtract: It ought to be viewed in its application and uſe. 
We are abaut to loſe the ſervices of the Prefident, who is ad- 
mitted on all has to have been an uſeful and patriotic of- 
ficer. The Houſe of Repreſentatives: are defirous that he 
ſhould take with him to his honourable retirement the only 
reward which the nature and ſpirit of our political inſtitutions 
admit of; the approbation of his country; it will ſargly be 
admitted that we ought to give to the expreſſion of this appro- 
bation all the value of which it is ſuſceptible; ind it is ob- 
vious, from the lighteſt peruſal of this paragraph in the Ad- 
dreſs, that the words in queſtion give to it all its force and 
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energy; and that without them it would be an unmeani 
| compliment. The ſpectacle of a nation, neither free nor en- 
lightened, offering to its firſt Magiſtrate the tribute of appr. 


bation and applauſe, would neither be « novel or intereſting.” 
Since the days of hiſtory are ſtained with numberleſs inſtances 
of proſtituted praiſe, and courtly adulation; but when it is the 
voluntary homage of a free and enlightened: people, offered 
with fincerity to an illuſtrious fellow-citizen, it is may a pre- 
cious reward for patriotic labours. Thoſe, who object to this 
expreſſion, therefore, ought to move to ſtrike out the whole. 
paragraph. To reject the words would totally defeat the in- 
tended compliment; to quality them would ſpoil it. Mr. Sit- 
greaves therefore wiſhed to retain them as they were reported. 
Mr. TraTcHrr ſaid he did not think the object of the 
preſent queſtion of much conſequence, nor did he care much 
about it; however, he would wiſh' to ſee the members more 
unanimous on the ſubject; he would therefoxe propoſe, an 
amendment which he thought would have ſome tendenc to- 
wards it, which was to leave out the ſuperlative, and let the 
paſſage read, « The fpeQtacle of a free and enlightened 
nation.” ; . 15 
Mr. HN DRERSON commended the ingenuity of the laſt mo- 
tion, as he thought it would more concentre the ideas of the 
members; he would vote for it. „ het 
Mr. CMRISsTIE's motion was then put and negative. 
Mr. THaTCHER's motion was put and paſſed in the aſſir- 
mative. . CAST DLO: 4 2 Tb. 
Mr. LryinGs'roxN aſked, if it would bein order to make a 
motion on any part of the Addreſs on Which no queſtion has 
been taken. The Chairman anſwered yes. He then moved 
to ſtrike out the words « tranguil proſperity qwith the period” ' 
and infert preſent period with that. He ſaid he had two reaſons 
for wiſhing this motion might prevail. Firſt, he objected 
to it, becauſe the fentiment was not juſt; and ſecondly, bo- 
cauſe the form of wording it did not pleaſe him. He could 
not ſay this was a time of tranquil proſperi he to do 
fo, he ſhould mock the miſery of his conſtituents, whoſe, diſ- 
treſſes were ſo evident; could he ſo ſpeak when he ſaw trade 
on decline, and commerce ruined; embarraſſments which 
* conſpire againſt the aſſertion; and while he ſaw an impro- 
priety in'that declaration of our tranquility and proſperity, he 
could not compare our miſery and wretchedneſs to the nations 
in Europe, involved in war, with which the compariſon is 
drawn ; he thought, therefore, that the language of the ad- 


5 

dreſs _ be retained, while it drew conſolation from that 
view, although it is not perfect tranquility and proſperity. 
The other eQion he had to the bags was the ban 
of it; which he ſhould not have thought of ſo much conſe- 
quence ay to have grounded a motion en it alone, but it ap- 
peared in ſo cloſe connection with the amendment propoſed, 
that he included it. He thought there was an inaccuracy to 
compare * tranquil proſperity” to « period 3” how tranquility 
could be compared with a ſpeck of time, to a period, he 
xnew not; he doubted not the impro pay of the preſent ex- 
preſſion wpuld-appear evident. He hoped, notwithſtanding 
that tenacity on mere wording, which had been ſo adhered to 
by ſome gentlemen in the courſe of the debate, that all would 
agree in the addreſs. He ſhould be extremely hurt could he 
conceive th it we differed in an expteſſion of gratitude and ad- 
miration to that great man : while he was defirous to expreſs 
this, he could not do it at the expence of his feelings or 
principles. The former he might facrifice, but the latter he 
could not to any man; he hoped in all his proceedings to at- 
tend ſtrictly to principle. He ſaid he made theſe ebſervations 
to make room for another motion tending to this ſubjeck 
when this was diſpenſed with. u e e ee 
The amendment was put and carried. 42 affirmative, 
F. „ „ RI : 

Mr. L.“ then moved to "ſtrike out the words from 


the next paragraph © wiſe, 'firm and patriotic\adminiſtration” 


and inſert in their place, your «wiſdom, firmneſs and pa- 


triatiſm has been. He could not ſay that all the acts of the ad- 
miniſtration had been wife and firm. But he would fay that 
he believed the wiſdom; firmneſs and patriotiſm of the Pre- 
ſident had beett ſignally conducive to the ſucceſs of the pre- 
ſent form of goyernment; he was willing to give him every 


mark of reſpect poſſible, but he believed ſome of his public acts 


of late rendered the preſent motion neceffary. 
Mr. W. Surrx oppoſed the amendment, as he thought the 


gentleman who propoſed it conceived the words to in-ply more 


than was meant by them; they are not meant to include eve- 
ry act of the Executive. He thought that the adminiſtration 
in general had been wiſe, firm and patriotic; that the wiſ- 
dom and firmneſs of the Preſident had been conducive to the 
ſucceſs of the preſent form of government. Had not the 


words been put in the reported addreſs, he thought it would 
not have been of conſequence whether they were ever inſert- 
ed; but the difference is very great; now they areinſerted they 
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are made public, and to eraſe.them now, and ſubſtitute words 
in any manner deficient in ſentiment. to them, would be to 
carry cenſure and not reſpect. That the adminiſtration of 
that valuable man has been wiſe and conducive to the good 
of this country, will not admit of a doubt; and for us to roh 


him of that honour which is Ius due, would be inſult; and any 


thing ſhort of the words in the addreſs he thought would not 

bar. Fier mark of reſpect. e eee wee ee 

Mx. GiLts obſerved that he thought the adminiſtration 
had been very deficient in wiſdom. Many gentlemen, he 


Taid, were very particularly oppoſeg to the. Britiſh treaty, 


and to the great :emiihon of transferable paper. Could it 
then be ſuppoſed theſe gentlemen could in this inſtance ſo 
change their opinion . Eh laſt up had ſaid, that 
becauſe the words were in the reported addreſs they ought 


not to be ſtruck out. He thought that the Houſe had now 


as much power to act as though the commitee had made no 
report. He thought they oughtnot in any way to be influenc- 
ed by the report of the ſelect committee, but act as thou 

they had to form the addreſs K 85 FEY He believed ;that 
the Preſident poſſeſſed both wiſdom and firmneſs, he was 
willing to compliment the Preſident as much as poſſible in 


his perſanal character, but he could not think it applicable to 


his adminiſtration. He thought the amendment propoſed 
would meet his concurrence, and he hoped it would be 
agreed to. = 539 bo 4d? n 5 . 


Mr. GERT hoped and preſumed that the motion of his 


colleague would not obtain. He underſtood that that Houſe 
addrefſed the Preſident in anſwer to his ſpeech always as a 
public man, and not in his private capacity. How extraor- 
dinary then will it appear in this Houſe to refer only to his 
private conduct: It is in ſubſtance complimenting him as a 
ivate man while the yery words reprobate him in his gub- 
lic ſtation. We are now to addreſs him as Preſident of the 
United States. We may tell him of his wiſdom and his firm- 
neſs, but what of all 1 
miniſtration. ene, TY Md.” 7 
Nr. Cnalx ſaid, the gentleman from Virginia (Mr, Giles 
ſeemed'to think the matter very immaterial whether the diſ- 


cuſſion on this addreſs took place in a committee of the whole 


or in a ſelect committee; in his view it was an object of 
the firſt magnitude, however gentlemen may think proper to 
declare on it in point of form. It was now made public, 
and it would have conßderable effect on the people at large 
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this report and all the diſcuſſion - on it will be publiſhed in 
the papers. Much has been ſaid in this debate againſt the 
Chief Magiſtrate, The principal reaſon urged for ſtriking 
out the cxpreſhons in queſtion, was grounded on the opin- 
jon, that ſome of the Preſident's adminiſtration had not been 
wiſe or firm. Some object to them on the ground of: the 
Britiſh treaty; ſome on account of the emiſſions of trans- 
ferable paper. If the amendments propoſed are adopted, it 
will readily be taken that the Preſident's conduct has not 
been wiſe, firm, . nor patriotie; for if we take it from bis 
ublic character, it will be to very little purpoſe to give it 
bim in his private, as we addreſs him as a public man. He 
thought he had diſplayed in his public, as well as private 
character, wiſdom, firmneſs and patriotiſm. And were 
there, he aſked, a majority in that Houſe who would agree 
to a tacit reflection on the Prefident's adminiſtration while 
they were willing to compliment him as a private character ? 
it was juſtly obſerved by the gentleman laſt up that the form 
of the motion would rob him of his good name as a pub- 
lic officer. Mr. C. ſaid he ſincerely felt as he hoped a great 
majority in that Houſe felt, a ſincere ſence of gratitude due 
to that character, and a deſire to expreſs his unequivocal 
opinion of approbation and reſpect for the Preſident's wiſe, 
firm and patrjotic adminiſtration, Oe 
Mr. Isaac SMiTH.—The ſin of ingratitude is worſe than the 
ſin of witchcraft, and we ſhall damn ourſelves to everlaſting 
fame, if we withhold the mighty tribute due to the excellent 
man whom we pretend to addreſs. , Poſterity throughout all 
ſuture generations will cry out ſhame on us. Our ſons will 
bluſh their fathers were his foes. If exceſs were poſſible on 
this occaſion, it would be a glorious fault, and worth a do- 
zen of little ſneaking frigid virtues. I abhor a grudging bank- 
rupt payment, where the debtor is much more beneſitted 
than the creditor. The gentleman from Virginia miſrepre- 
ſents his own conſtituents; I am ſure he does all the reſt of 
the union. On the preſent ' occaſion we ought not to con- 
ſult our own little feelings and ſenſibilities. We ſhould 
ſpeak with the heart, and in the voice of millions, and then 
we ſhould ſpeak warm and loud. What ! « Damn with 
faint prog % And ſuppreſs or freeze the warm energetic 
gratetul ſenſations of almoſt every honeſt heart from Main to 


Tenneſſee. I will not do it. Every line ſhall burn. This is 


a left-handed way of adoring the people. | | 
Mr. DarTox (the Speaker) ſaid the motion then before 


1 


them was of great importance, and every man who thought 


favourably of the Preſident's adminiſtration ſhould there 
make a ſtand. For if the words were ſtrack out, it would 
convey an idea to the world that it was the opinion of that 
Houſe that the adminiſtration of the Preſident had neither 
been wiſe or patriotic. - Gentlemen might very well con- 
cur in the addreſs in its preſent form, who did not think 
that every ſingle act of the Prefident had been wiſe and firm, 
ſince it was his adminiſtration in ral which was referred 
to and not each individual act. He heped therefore the . 
mendment offered would be decidedly oppoſed, and that the 
words propoſed to be ſtruek out would be retained; © 
MIX. Pac thought that Mr. Livingſton's amendment pro- 
perly conſined the compliment to the Preſident. Without it 
that compliment would be extended to all thoſe that had at 
ſhare in the adminiſtration of the government of the Uni 
States. Senators, Repreſentatives, and heads of depart- 
ments muſt ſhare it with him. Mr. P. was willing to give 
credit to the Preſident for his wiſdom, firmneſs, and patri- 
otiſm, of which he had ſeen ſufficient proofs in the courſe of 
his adminiſtration; but he conceived that after what had 
been ſaid; with too much warmth on both fides, that there 
was no propriety in uſing expreſſions in the addreſs which 
can poſſibly convey an idea that the Houſe meant to compli- 


ment the wiſdom, firmneſs and patriotiſm of any other man. 


Mr. Page looked upon the amendment as conciliatory, and 
as conveying the true — 5 the committee of the whole. 
He was not willing to cenſure the Prefident for following 
advice which he Had thought conſtitutionally binding on 
him. He was as much unwilling to give others credit fot 
His virtues. | | | een 
Mr. HzaTH ſaid, gentlemen ſeemed to have various opin- 
jons-and entertain very different ideas about the manner this 
addreſs would apply to the Preſident. It appeared to him 
that the manner in which the addreſs now ſtood could not 
poſſibly involve any difficulty. He did not fee the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York (Mr. Livin gſton) 
would any way anſwer the purpoſe of the addreſs; it wo 
not be attended with ſufficient force to convey: the reſpect 
neceflary on the preſent occafion : applying only to the pri- 
vate character. The wording, he ſaid, would not appear 
well according to the amendment : after the words « preſent 
form of government” the words would be altered to refer 
entirely-to the public character of the Preſident. He liked 
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the phraſeology of the addreſs as reported much better than 
the amendments, and he hoped they would remain without 
alteration. N | * 9 Re 
Mr. W. LłMAx did, not fee it ſo unimportant as ſome 

gentlemen who had ſpoken on the ſubject, whether the words 
be introduced or not; as the words related to an applauſe of 
the goyernment he ſhould vote for the amendment. It was 
defirable, he ſaid, to keep out of view as far as poſſible any 
difference- of opinion on ſueh ſubjects; but ſince it was 
brought into view and diſcuſſed, he ſhould, with other mem- 
bers, ſpeak. his opinion. He never ſhould abandon his ſen- 
timents, he faid, till he was convinced they were wrong. 
If, ſays. he, we inſert the original words in the addreſs it 
will be giving our general approbation-to the public conduct 
of the Preſident, while it makes impreſſion on the minds of 
the people that the opinions of many of us who have diſap- 
proved of adopted meaſures are changed. If this clauſe goes 
into the addreſs, and we do not ſpeak our oppoſition to it, it 
will be telling the world that we were wrong in-our former 
ideas on thoſe meaſures. He muſt think in many inſtances 
the Preſident had done wrong : he did not pretend to ar- 
raign his motiyes, they were probably pure; he thought he 
had misjudged ; when called ũpon by this Houſe to deliver 
up the papers, at the laſt ſeſhon, relative to the negociation 
of the treaty with Great Britain and he refuſed : he believed 
in withholding them he did wrong. He thought he misjudg- 
ed in ſending an Envoy to England to negociate, and through 
the whole buſineſs of the- treaty. | x + 
This was his opinion at that time, and he never had changed 
it nor ſhould he ever change until he ſaw reaſon ſo to do. 
Now, Sir, ſaid Mr. L. am to tell the world that I approve the 
meaſures of that man while I declare theſe opinions ? fuch 
an aſſent would prove my inſtability and weakneſs. I am 
willing to acknowledge that I believe the Preſident poſſeſſed 
of as much wiſdom, — patriotiſm as any man, but 
cannot believe it has dictated his adminiſtration. I believe 
he has been very ſerviceable to the formation and ſupport of 
the preſent form of government. If tlie adulation were 
to be ſtretched. farther than this acknowledgement it would 
become bombaſt. N way hf # 4 | 

How gentlemen who had diſapproved of many of the 
former meaſures of the Executive could now vote for their 
general approbation he was at a loſs to account : He did not, 
like many members, think it immaterial whether the words 
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vere uſed or not, he thought if the original paſſe# it would 
prove many of their former acts were wrong. Is any gentle 
man convinced he was wrong in oppoſing theſe meaſures i 
ſo, let him ſay ſo, let him manifeſt it; but if he was then 
right he muſt now be wrong if found approving the condug 
of the government. Every day proves, ſaid Mr. L. that 
theſe meaſures were enormous, and with this evidence 


- 


ſhould vote for the amendment, 5 — ll 
Mr. GaLLaTIN thought the words objected to were cot 
ceived to mean more than they really did mean, by gentles 
men who ſupported the preſent motion; nor could he cons 
ceive how the words firmneſs and patriotiſm propoſed tobe 
inſerted could apply to any thing but the public character of 
the Prefident. On the firſt view of the addreſs, Mr. Gallas 
tin ſaid; he thought with the gentlemen from New York 
and Virginia, and it was not without conſiderable heſitation, 
that he brought himſelf'to agree to this part of the addreſs 
He found, however on further examination, that they did 
not go ſo far as he at firſt thought they did. Had they aps 
roved of every meaſure of the Prefident of the United State 
be ſhould have voted againſt them; but, in the firſt place, h# 
would obſerve, that his adminiſtration did not include legiſ⸗ 
lative acts; fo that whatever evils had ariſen from the 
funding or banking ſyſtems, were not to be charged to the 
Prefident. They did not mean to pay compliments to themes 
ſelves, but to the Preſident; therefore the words in queſtioꝶ 
related only to the adminiſtration of the Preſident alone, and 
not to thoſe officers of ſtate which had been ſuppoſed by ſoms 
gentlemen. The firſt queſtion was then, whether that admis* 
niſtration had been marked with wiſdom, firmneſs and pa- 
triotiſm ? And he would briefly ſay, fo far as related to the 
internal fituation of the country, it had borne theſe marks 
He did not recolle& any inſtance, where he could ſay, here 
was a want of wiſdom, or thereof firmneſs or patriotiſm,” 
If they proceeded to foreign affairs, a great number of mem-" 
bers were found (he for one) who wiſhed that certain acts 
had not taken place; and, if he thought in giving approba- 
tion to this Addreſs, he was approving of theſe meaſures, 
he would certainly vote againſt it; but as the F 
from South Carolina and New Jerſey (Mr. Smith and the 


Speaker) had obſerved, as the approbaation went to the ad- 
miniſtration in toto, it had reſpect to no particular act. Nor 
did he believe the literal ſenſe of the words would apply to 

the buſineſs of the late treaty. ( He read the words) the moſt 
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clear meaning of theſe words related to the preſent govertl- 
ment and conſtitution. +.And the word « ſucceſs” could ap=" 
ply to thoſe parts of adminiſtration only which had had time 
to be maturefl. He did not believe that at the preſent period 
it could he ſaid. that the tręaty with Great Britain had been 
ſucceſsſul, and therefore cout not be included, within the 
meaning of the expreſſion. Not meaning to pledge an ap- 
probation of that act, and not copceiving that the ſentefice- 
could have ſuch a meaning, he would vote againſt the pro- 
poſed amendment, and for the driginal, - 
The queſtion was put on the amendment and negatived. 
The committee then .roſe, reported the addreſs, with the 
amendments; when the Houfs took them up, and having 
zone throagh Hawes tho oO 
Mr, S1TGREAVES wiſhed to know at what time it would be 
in order to move an amendment in the fourth paragraph of 
the addreſs; on being informed by che Speaker chat he 
might do it as ſoon às the report of che committee of the 
whole ſhould be gone through with; Mr., Sitgreaves then 
obſerved, that ſome gentlemen had thought that the addrefs 
as reported by the, ſelect committee had not ſufficiently ex- 
prefled our earneſt deſire to preſetye” peace and reſtore" the 
harmony which had heretofore. ſubliſted between America 
and France, and an amendment had accordingly been' pro- 
poſed yeſterday to give additional emphaſis to this ſentiment. 
As no gentleman on the floor could eſtimate more 9 
he did the, bleſſings of peace, or more. fincerely "with for 
its preſervation, he felt no diſpoſition to object to an ex- 
prethon of this ſentiment in language the ſtrongeſt that could 
be deviſed and therefore he had acquieſced in the amend- 
ment which had been propoſed, although he thought the ad- 
dreſs was well enough before, But, de Laid, there was an- 
other ſentiment of at leaſt equal importance, which ought 
on all occafions to be the inſeparable companion of the Aber 
and which ought always to be as unequivocally and as em- 
phatically expreſſed, to wit, the determination to reſpect our 
own rights and to maintain our own character, in caſe the 
reitoration of harmony between the two countries ſhould, 
from any untoward circumſtances, be rendered impraCtica- 
ble without a ſacrifice of the one or a violation of the other: 
Theſe two ſentiments he contended ſhould, on no poſſible 
occaſion of difference among nations, be diſunited; th 
ſhould always appear fide by fide, and have equal heighth 
and equal breadth ; and fince an amendment had prevailed to 
N 
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give additional ſize to one of them, ke made the ' preſent 
motion with a view to reſtore the equilibrium. He preſum- 
ed it would not meet with any oppolition ; becauſe the ſenti- 
ment was 1 and juſt in the abſtract; and becauſe the 
expreſſion of it was proper to give aid and countenance to 
the Executive in any exiſting negociations. But if gentlemen 
would recur to what had been advanced by the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Giles) who had moved the other amend- 
ment, the propriety of reſent 'ofie would ſtrike them 
with irreſiſtible conviction. at member, who ed to 
ſpeak with a competent knowledge of the ſubject and from 
ſources on which he could place perfect reliance had declar- 
ed that whatever ignotance might be affected by us, or what- 
ever oſtenſible grounds might be aſſigned, the whole diſſatis. 
faction of the French tepublie might be reſolved into a re- 
ſentment at the treaty lately coneluded with Great Britain, 
and that for this reaſon they have violated the pofitive ſtipu- 
lations of our treaty witli them, have ordered their cruizers 
make depreditions on our commerce, and have ſufpend 
the amicable functions of their miniſter here: M. 8. next 
adyerted to what is ſaid by Mr. Adet, who in his note to the 
Fate of State declares that theſe evidences of à well foun- 


ed diſſatisfaction “ are to laſt until the Executive of the 
nited States returns to ſentiments and meaſures more con- 
formable to the intereſts and friendſhip of the two nations.” 
On this combined view of the ſubject, if the ſtatement made 
by the gentlemen from Virginia was correct as to their dif- 
contents, and if the menaces of the miniſter were to' be relied 
on as to their continuance, Mr. Sitgreaves faid he was appre- 
henſive the negociations could not end amicably. Os fu 
terms, lie was very free to confeſs, that he did not wiſh they 
ſhould end amicably; if peace and friendſhip with the nation 
of: France was only to be preferved by an abandonment of a 
compact recently made with another nation, by a ſacrifice 
of our independency.and free agency, he did not wiſh on fuch 
terms to preſerve peace with them. He could never conſent 
to deliver up our honor and our fights to any nation on earth 
Hand on ſuch a condition he did not think the friendſhip ef 
any country was worth the purchaſe. ' He thought it of im- 
artance to diſcountenance any expectation that ſuch an a- 
| . of our national rights and dignity could be at 
all ſuffered, and that we ſhould ſpeak on the occaſion a lan- 
guage equally diſtant from defiance and ſubmiſſion, but which 
could not be miſconceived or miſunderſtood; . 
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He obſerved further, that the French miniſter had affected 
to draw a line betweęn our government and our peoples and 
to inſinuate that the acts of the one were not in uniſon with 
the feelings and wiſhes of the other - ſuch a miſtake ought 
by all poſhble means to be corrected; and it behoved us to 
declare, beyond the hazard of miſconſtruction, that what- 
ever differences of opinion might have prevailed among our- 
ſelves with reſpect to any meaſures of the adminiſtration, 
we ſhould nevertheleſs all unite in one ſentiment of ſelf re- 
ſpect, and of invioable determination to reſiſt foreign aggreſ- 
lions and inſult from abroad e owed it to ourſelves and 
our country to accompany our ſincere deſire for peace and 
harmony with the unequivocal aſſertion of regard to our na- 
tional — and independence. TER 
He moved therefore to ſtrike out the words from “ while” 
to « countrymen” and to inſert at the end of the paragraph 
the following © at-the ſame time we aſſure ourſelves that your 


juſt confidence in the fortitude, ſelf-reſpeQt and patriotiſm of 


our citizens will not, in any event, be diſappointed, and that 
they will, on no occaſion, forget what is due to the charac- 
ter and dignity of our government and country.” = 
Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid, ; he laid the amendment on the 
table, he would juſt obſerve, that the addreſs as reported by 
the ſelect committee had been, as was ſtated by the Chair- 
man, Mr. Ames, the reſult of accommodation and compro- 


miſe in the committee; and if the draft had been acquieſ- 


ced in by others he would not have deſired to diſturb it. It 
would have been more agreeable to him however if ſomc- 
thing like the amendment had been adopted therez and now, 
that additional force had been infuſed into the expreſſion cf 
one ſentiment, he conceived he was every way juſtifiable 
in —_— to expreſs the alternative with equal emphaſis. 

Mr. NichoLAs ſaid he took it for granted, the gentleman 
juſt ſat down underſtood the meaning of his own motion bet- 
ter than him. He had ſtated that we would aid the Execu- 
tive in any negociations he may undertake : he was not wil- 
ling to do this. He had avoided ſpeaking any thing in the 
courſe of the debate on the preſent diſpute ' between this 
country and France. He was even filent when he heard in- 
ſinuated that the miſunderſtanding between the two coun- 
tries was fomented by American citizens in Paris. He had 
meant, indeed, at ſome future time, to have aſked the gen- 


. tleman who made the aſſertion, for the ground of his infor- 


mation, as he doubtleſs knew the circumſtance of which he 
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ſpoke ſo confidently to be on a good foundation. He had 
avoided ſpeaking on that ſubject becauſe it was not right th 
enter into things in that ſtate concerning a nation with whom 
we were about to be involved: he thought the expreſſion 
fingular and imprudent. He conſidered the diſpute with 
France as not yet ripe for diſcuſſion. The Preſident has told 
us he reſerved: this ſubject for a future communication. He 
ſaid he had very little information on the ſubject himſelf ; he 
had not yet even read the French miniſter's note, having 
been but few days in the city: he ſaid he was charged by his 
conſtituents to do what was right; and was he to pledge 
himſelf to ſupport what the Executive thoutd do ?. he had no 
doubt but the Preſident would conduct himſelf ſo, as to. ſet- 
tle matters amicably with that Republic, hut he ſhould think 
himſelf unpardonable to pledge himſelf to any thing he did 
no know. He thought their proceeding very extraordinary: 
he however thought a rule of this houſe would afford a 
remedy, which was by calling for the previous queſtion. He 
therefore moved the previous queſtion... } — 
Mr. HARTLEY ſaid he feared the houſe was expoſing theſe 
things too much, as it would ſind its way into every new(- 
paper; he thought tlic houſe not called upon to enter into it 
ſo far as the motion of his colleague went. Great care he 
ſaid ſhould be taken in entering into buſineſs of this kind, in 
its unripe ſtate, probably the Preſident was now adjuſting 
the matter amicably, and particularly at this time we ought 
not to take any ſteps that has the leaſt appearance to invite 
contention with that nation or any ore upen earth; this bu- 
ſineſs is not before the houſe now; he wiſhed, as much as 
that gentleman, for information on the ſubject : but as infor- 
mation was not ſufficiently before the houſe, he ſhould think 
it more wiſdom to be ſatisfied till it came in its proper courſe. 
He therefore hoped, the gentleman would not force his mo- 
tion upon the houſe, but withdraw it. When there ſeemed 
to ba a diſpoſition in this houſe to be unanimous, he hoped it 
would not be diſturbed by ſuch a motion. They had a deli- 
cate part to act, and he hoped they ſhould not do any action for 
which they would have reaſon to blame themſelves hereafter. 
This nation he ſaid had difficulty enough to keep out of 
broils. The world were now armed at all points, and we 
are net. If war was declared againſt France, he hoped it 
would be done unanimouſly, . (outs 
At the motion of a member, the clauſe was read as amen- 
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Mr. Bart.gy called for the yeas and nays, and on diviſion 
25 members appeared in the affirmative. | 
Mr. S1TGREAVES was very ſorry that his motion ſhould 
cauſe any thing like ælarm in the mind of his colleague and 
was {ill more at a loſs to conceive on what it could be foun- 
ded: the amendment which he had propoſed did not convey 
the moſt diſtant implication” of hoſtility ;- yet his colleague 
ſeemed to think ſo when he talked of a declaration of war. 
Mr. S. had taken pains to expreſs very unequivocally his ear- 
neſt deſire that peace and harmony ſhould be preſerved, if 


poſſible, — with our national honor; and could not 


help wondering at his having been ſo much miſconceived.— 
His colleague had ſaid they ſhould wait for information. Mr. 
S. did not know what information was wanted, or could be 
neceflary before the adoption of his amendment: It was 
not of a nature to require any. The Preſident had ſtated 
that circumſtances of a diſagreeable completion had occur- 
red in our relations with ths French Republic. He had ex- 
preſſed his regret at theſe differences; and his deſire to cul- 
tivate peace and a good underſtanding ; but he ſtates fur- 
ther, that, in doing this, he ſhall not forget what is due to 
the character of our government and nation. Theſe ſenti- 


ments, which ought eternally - to be combined, the Preſident 


had not ſeparated; why then ſhould they be ſeparated by 
the houſe ? The amendment propoſed to go no further than 


the Preſident had done; it repeated his language, and con- 


tained nothing more than an aſſurance of that ſupport which 
the Executive was entitled to receive from the repreſenta- 
tives of the people. It contained not a ſingle expreſſion that 


could juſtly be deemed irritating or offenſive to the French 


or any other nation; and any idea of that kind muſt ariſe 
out of the gentleman's own feclings, and not from any thing 
in Mr. Sitgreaves's propoſition : he was fo perfectly ſatisfied 
with the expediency'of holding a language at once moderate 
and firm on this occaſion, that he could not conſent to with- 
draw the amendment; and was glad that the yeas and nays 
were called, which he ſhould have done himſelf if it had not 
been done by others. He was ſolemnly impreſſed that the 
ſentiment could not be difavowed without a ſacrifice of na- 
tional honor, and that the circumſtances of the times de- 
manded the declaration of it. | 

In. reply to the gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Nicholas, he 
ſaid that the amendment could not be conſidered, but by a 
moſt diſtorted conſtruction, to pledge the houſe to the ſup- 


. 


port of any ſpecific meaſures, or of all the meafures which 
might eventually be adopted by the Executive; it pledged 
them only to ſuch a conduct as circumſtances might render 
proper for a preſervation of our character and independence 
as a nation, and this pledge he hoped would never be aban- 
doned or forgotten. Ws . Eh 
Mr. CLaiBoRNnt hoped the queſtion. on the amendment 
would not be taken at all. Will this, he aſked, be a-paper fit 
to put into the hands of your negociator ? in this time "of 
danger to authoriſe him to ſay to the French nation, if you 
will not be ſatisfied with our conduct, we are not diſpoſed to ac 
cede to any other terms: that gentleman's motion, be ſaid, 
ſurely carried an extremely hoſtile aſpect; he thought ſuch 
language would have a bad effect. We _ not to pretend 
to negotiate with a ſword in our hand. Men did not like to 
negotiate with a dagger at their breaſt. He hoped no quel- 
tion would be taken on words that muſt tend to hoſtility; but 
that we ſhould take every means towards a'przſervation of 
peace with the French Republic. "I 

Mr. GIL BERT could ſee nothing in the queſtion that had 
the leaſt hoſtile appearance; nothing that alluded to a decla- 
ration of war; he was ſurpriſed how gentlemen could ſo in- 
terpret the motion; he thought it would, be very unbecom- 
ing in a nation to talk of negotiation without that patriotiſm 
which tends to prevent incroachments. He thought theſe 
ideas were ſo cloſely connected with a juſt national dignity as 
body and ſoul. He ſhouid ſupport the motion. 

The Speaker ſaid gentlemen went too far, the previous 
queſtion was the point to which they muſt confine themſelves. 

Mr. W. SMITH wiſhed to know what debate could take 
place if the members mouths were to be muzzled, and pre- 
. vented from ſpeaking their ſentiments; he certainly ſhould 
ſpeak it while in order. 

The Speaker inſiſted upon the member confining himſelf 
to the point of order. es 

Mr. SMITH ſaid, he now roſe to expreſs himſelf on the 
propriety of adopting the amendment, and againſt the pre- 
vious queſtion. Some gentlemen ſay, that the reſolution 
had better not be entered into now. He differed from them 
in that; he thought if any declaration at all was made, it 
ought to be now; his reaſons were, becauſe we are now an- 
ſwering the Prefident's ſpeech; and the circumſtances which 
have lately occurred ſeem to call for ſuch a declaration, and 
becauſe in withholding it we run great rilks, in as much 28 
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we hold out a new idea to the French government that we 
are ſo alarmed by the note of their miniſter as to throw our- 
ſelves on the juſtice and moderation of the Republic. He 
thought there was much need to aſſert our national dignity, 
and prove-that we do not throw ourſelves on the mercy of 
that nation. Gentlemen have faid they had no information 
on the ſubject z they ſurely could not be unacquainted with 
the appeal of the French miniſter to the people of the United 
States. He thought it was juſt for the members of that 
Houſe to ſpeak on the ſubject. In that miniſter's repreſenta- 
tion to the people, he has ſaid that his nation is offended 
with ours, and that they will continue ſo until our govern- 
ment returns to itſelf by a change of its conduct. This is 
che very time; Mr. 8. ſaid, for thoſe gentlemen who were con- 
vinced that our government has acted in its proper character; 
that we have not been changed by any act or threat of the 
French; this is the proper time for them to come forward 
and expreſs the full reliance the Executive may have in the 
co-operation and ſupport of this Houſe. Surely there was no 
threat in this; the threat does not come from us, it comes 
from that Republic. The Preſident informs us that he has 
done all he could towards an amicable ſettlement of the bu- 
ſineſs, but that notwithſtanding all they perſiſted in their 


complaints ; however, he fays he ſhall go on to purſue thoſe 
meaſures which may tend to produce harmony; at the ſame 


time he ſhall not forget what is due to our nation; he cloſes 
the ſubject on the communication with the French with 


that ſentiment; and can we avoid red our with that 


he would fo do, at the ſame time declaring that he may place 


a firm reliance in our willingneſs to ſupport his erideavourg? 
The French miniſter is offended on account of the treaty we 
have made with Great Britain; he conſiders that we have 


violated our neutrality ; if he purſues this idea we muſt be 
involved with one or other of thoſe nations; and while we 
are in this delima, at ſuch a ſerious period as this, will- gen- 
tlemen ſay that it will be improper for us to declare to the 
Preſident that we will purſue and ſupport the meaſures of 

vernment? we could not do leſs, Mr. S. ſaid he thought it 


neceſſary to make theſe obſervations, in which he had kept 


himſelf as much in order (about which we are ſo hamper- 
ed) as poſſible. This, ſaid he, is the proper time to make 
ſuch a declaration, as we may not have another, and he 
could not ſeehowitwastobe avoided at this time. He hoped 


the amendment would be agreed to. 
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Mr. HarTLEY withed that part of the addreſs to be 
with the clauſe propoſed fox amendment ; which; was done, 
and the Speaker, at the ſame time, read the rule of the Houſe 
on the ſubject of order, and begged gentlemen to regard it 
Mr. Hartley then ſaid that he had mentioned to the Houſe 
ſome time ſince that it would be prudent in this Houſe tg 
wait till the expected communication was made, before the; 
ſubjeQ underwent any diſcuſſion; that having not been aty 
tended to, he ſhould fo far deviate from his own ideas, as 809 
offer a word on the ſubject. He was ſurpriſed, he ſaid, that 
the Britiſh treaty had offended the French miniſter. 'Cextains 
ly we haye a right to form ſuch a treaty as & majority of the 
Loviditure approves, He was ſtill ſorry that the buſineſe 
had undergone ſo much diſcuſſion at this time, as he; thought 
our preſent ſituation ſo critica! that we ought to act uh the 
greateſt caution. But from the new views he had taken of 
the ſuhject, he ſhould ſupport the motion of his colleague, as 
their ſupport to the government was become ſo neceſſary. 

Mr. HaryeR conceived it to be ſtrictly in order to {hey 
that the propoſed declaration was proper to be paſſed at this 
time. If he had a right idea of the previous queſtion, it 
could not have an affect to ſmother debate. He ſhould thexe- 
fore, go on to ſtate one or two things which he thought un» 
portant, and he would begin by declaring, that if he believed 
the reſolution went to the pledging the Houſe to any parti- 
cular meaſures they hereafter might ſee reaſon:to.diſapproye, 
he would not only vote for the previous queſtion, but againſt 
the motion altogether. If he underftogd the motion, it 
went no further than to ſay, „we join you. in wiſhing to 
2 the moſt ſincere amity with the French Republic; 

ut if all means to attain it fail; if it ſhould happen, that 
notwithſtanding all the cxertions uſed, peace cannot be pre- 
ſerved, we ſhall hold ourſelves bound to ſupport you.“ If 
Gentlemen examined the amendment, they would find it 
contained no more than this. If this was the declaration, 
he would aſk (A member deſidered to know of the Speaker 
whether Mr. H. was in order. The Speaker replied it was 
impoſſible to ſay how the Gentleman meant to apply what 

he had ſaid. He deſired him to go on) Mr. Harper ſaid it 
was his intention to ſhew that the main' queſtion ought to 
be taken, and appealed to the feelings of every heart—to thoſe 
honourable feelings of patriotiſm which diſtinguiſhed Ame- 
rican citizens, whether this was an improper declaration ? 
If it were improper, he had widely miſconceived their duty. 
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He ſhould think it the deepeſt diſgraee to be at any moment 
free from the operation of theſi feelings. And, if this ſen- 
timent was honourable, he faid, there could not be any oc- 
caſion in which it would be improper to expreſs it to other 
nations, declaring that we will , guard the rights of our na- 
tion preſerving peace if poſſible; but that in the other alter- 
native we fear not to ſupport our government. He knew of 
no ſituation in. which it would be improper to expreſs theſe 
ſentiments. Are we according to the ſentiments of ſome 

ntlemen to ſay to the American people, that we will uſe all 
. means, and if that will not do that we will act 
diſnonourable? Mr. H. ſaid if he believed all that had been 
ſaid of our inability, of that ſubmiſſive ſpirit which had been 
ſpoken of, he would join with gentlemen in their opinion. 
So weak, ſo out-caſt a ſet of men, ſhould not difgrace ſuch 
ſentiments by uttering them. But he believed they ſhould da 
right to utter them (Mr. W. Lyman called Mr. Harper to order.) 

The Speaker ſaid the gentleman was out of order. Mr. 
H. was about to go on, but the Speaker informed him he 
could riſe only to explain. The queſtion was here put; Whe- 
ther the member might riſe to explain? 34 members appear- 
ing in the aſſirmative, it was carried. (The Speaker read 
the Rule on this ſubject, obſerving that it was with pain he 
was forced to declare the member out of order.) Mr. Harper 
roſe, and the Speaker wiſhed to know whether he appealed 
from the chair to the Houſe. He anſwered in the affirmative ; 
and on leave being given, he explained to the Houſe, that 
he meant to ſhew that the main queſtion ought to be put, 
as 2 proper declaration to be made at this time, He com- 
plained of this ſtrictneſs againſt him; which was cloſing his 
mouth on an important queſtion ; he however ſubmitted to 
the Houſe. The ſenſe of the Houſe being taken, he was declar- 
ed out order, g votes being againſt him, he then fat down, 

Mr. VenapLe expreſſed his ſurprize that any member 
ſhould have fo verified in forcing himſelf in this way upon 
the Houſe in contradiction to the will of the members, the in- 
junctions of the Speaker, and the expreſs rules of the Houſe. 

Mr. W. Surri wiſhed'to know who had made this gen- 
tleman (Mr. V.) a ſenſor on the buſineſs. 

The previous queſtion was then called for by five members, 
« ſhall the main queſtion to agree to the ſaid amendment, be 
now put ? T? 5 
It paſſed in the negative. 5 Now = 
O 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one fifth of the ; 
members preſent, thoſe who voted in the ame, ares... 1 


EL Ames, © Samuel L | 
eophilus Bradbury, | Franitis ale, W 
— 2 Cott, 21 of ohn Read, od | f 
| illiam Craik, | uel 'Sewall, | 
ames Davenport, Samuel Sitgreaves, | 
orge Ege, Nathaniel Smith, 
| Abi Fofter, ©  Jfaac Smith, 
”- | Dug Foſter, William Smith, 

- Ezehiel Gilbert, - wr Zephaniah Swift, 21 
* Henry Glen, ; George That That cher, | | 
1 "Chain Goodrich, Richard Thomas, | 

over G el, . | Mark I homſon,' 
5 3 2 Goodloe Harper, b Form E. Van Allen, 
© Thomas Hartley, eleg Wadſworth, and 

William Hindman, © John William. 
Thoſe who voted in the negative, are, 

| Theodorus Bailey, Andreu Jachin, A: 

. Abraham Balduin, : George Jackſon, 
David Bard. Aaron Kitchell, 
9. Thomas Blount, 4911+ © Edward Livingſton, 
Nathan Bryan, Mat them Locke, . 
+. Gabriel Chriftie, -  Willam Lyman 
. » Thomas Claiborne, - + Samuel Maclay, + * N 
234 Jon Clapton, Wathaniel Macon, nde 
aac Cales, James Madiſn, 
| Grp Dearborn, - Andrew More,, q 5: 8s 
cor ge Denn, l A. Mubienberg. mate 
effe Franklin Jobn Nicholas, 53% 115 tin 
Vathaniel Freeman, jun- [1 n Page, dil no wt 
dilbert Gallatin, JIglab Parter, 

Milliam B. Giles, + + John Batten. 

mes Gillſpie, 5 - ©.» Fobta- Richards,  - ” 
. -» Nicholas Gilman. | Toba S. Sherburn, | 
. Chriſtopher Greenup, - _ 2 S8 1 cut 
Andree Gregg, ä Richard Sprigg, jun. 

William B. Grove, William Strudwith, | 

Carter B. Harriſon, Fohn Swanwichz. © 

Jonathan N. Havens, hilip Van Cartlandt, 

John Heath, Foſeph B. Varnum, ans 

Thomas Henderſon, Abraham Venable. 

James Helland, | | 


Y 


1 
The amendment of Mr. Sitgreaves was therefore laid aſſde. 
Mr. BLouwT then moved to ſtrike out the following elauſe 
in the laſt paragraph's „For our countries ſake; fer the 
ſake of republiean „ it is our car neſt wiſh that your 
example may be the guide oſ your ſucceſſors; and thus after 
being the ornãment and ſafeguard of the mole) 226 become 
the patrimony of your deſcendants.“ Vece \ 
And on the queſtion thereon, 


It paſſed i in the negative. 5 


| de IP 
Teas 20>) #4 #256 \ 
Nays 5 W 40 & 


The yeas and — being demanded by one ſiſth 6Prhe 


members preſent, thoſe who voted in the affirmatiue, are, 
Theodorus Bailey, George Jaclſen, er _ n 
David Bard, Edward Living ten, N 
Thomas Blount, Matthew Locle, © 
Gabriel Chriftie, IS illiam L , 
hn C * F. M. _ | 
(ſaac Coles t Nathaniel 3 
hos Gallatin, | Andrew Moore, 
Willam B. Giles, ofrah Parker, 
Chriftopher Greenup, ohn Patten, 
Fobn Heath, oh Swanwick, | 
James Holland, Foſeph B. J armum, and 
Andrew Jackfon, Abraham Venable. ©. © © 


Thoſe who voted in = negative, are, 


Fi er Amer, 


William Hindmon, 


Abraham Baldwin, Aaron Kitchell, 
Theophilus Bradbury, Samuel Lyman, * 
Nathan Bryan, ame, Nad iſen, 
Thomas Claiborng, Francis Malbone, © * ©. LY 
Jaſbua Coit, F. A. N — FR \ 
William Craik, Jobn Nicholas, + 5 : 
James Devengort, 3 ohn Page, hn 
Henry Dearborn, « ohn Reed, 

George Dent, Fohn Richarilr, as 
George Ege, Samuel Seauall, 
Abiel Fefter, h S. Sherburne, | \. 
Devight Foſter, amuel On. vg 
Jeſſe Franklin, Nathaniel Smith, 
Nathaniel Freeman, Jun. Iſrael Smith, 

Ezehiel Gilbert, Jaac Smith, 


James Gilleſpie,” 


William 8 mith, 


. 


1 
4 


r 
7 26 William Strudwichy 
Ic 9992 10 T baue Swift, Ji 


n ci 1iCoprg 7 | 1 
ont 7 ſons ; 
Robert Goode Be, 5 Van Allen, 1 
Thomas Hartley, | hiliþ Flom Cortlandt, 
onathan N. — | 2 ard worth, and 
mae Henderſon, Jaun in un —_— 


On the queſtion being about to be put on the anſwer as 
amended, Mr. Blount wiſhed the yeas and nays m 1 * be tas 
ken that poſterity might ſee he di not conſent to the addreſs, 

The main queſtion being put, NR 


10 was  reſolved| in | the affirmative, { == Jo 


The yeas and nays being demanded by one fifth of the 
members preſent, thoſe who yoted i in the aſſirmative, ate, 


Hier Amer, © Thomas Henderſon, 
T heodorus Bailey, : Wm. Findman, 
Abraham Baldwin, . Ceorge Jackſon, 
David Bard. Aaron Kitchell, 
T heophilus Bradbury, Samuel Lyman, 
Nathan Byran, James Madiſon, 
Cabriel Chriſtie, 1 Francis Malbone, 
Thomas Claiborne, Andrea Moore, 
ohn Clapton, F. A. Mublenberg, 
Du Coit, 5 John Nicholas, 
Vm. Cooper, John Page, 
Mm. Craik, + Tofrah Parker, 
ames Davenport, John Patten, 
enry Dearborn, : | Jobn Reed, 
George Dent, John Richards, 
Ceorge Ege, Samuel Sewall, 
Abiel Foſter, John $. Sherburne, 
Dwight Foſter, | Samuel Sitgreaves, 
eſſe Franklin, _ Nathaniel Smith, 
. — Freeman, Jun. ; "ry Smith, 
Albert Gallatin, © Jaac Smith, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, | Ii illiam Smith, . 
James Gilleſpie, Richard, n Jun. 


icholas Cilman, | W * Strudwick, N 


T 


(. AS IJ 


Henry (len, Fon Swanwich,. 

 Chauncery Goodrich, AP Lephemats Swift, 

Andrew Gregg, ..1 Cee Thatcher, 

Reger Grifunld, |. | Mark Thomſon, 

Hm. B. mu, Juan E. Van Allen, 

Robert Cradle Harper,... hilt Van Cortlandt, 

Carter B. Harriſon, 4 j Joſeph . Varnum, 3 

Thomas Harri, Peleg Wadfwarth, and 
nathan N. , John Williams. r 
obn eat, | i 883 1 

| Thoſe who voted in the negative, are, 

Thomas Blaunt, Edward Livingſton, © 

ae Coles,” Matthew Locke, | 

Vm. B. Giles, Un. Lyman, 

Chriſtopher. Creenup, Samuel Maclay, 

James Holland, gu Nathaniel Macon, and 

Andrew Jackſon, Abraham Venable. _ 


Reſolved, That Mr. Speaker, attended by the Houſe, do 


preſent the ſaid addreſs; and that Mr. Ames, Mr. Madiſon, 


and Mr. Sitgreaves, be a committee to wait on the Preſident, 
to know when, and where, it will be convenient for him to 


receive the ſame. | 


The ſeveral orders of the day were further poſtponed un- 


til to-morrow. 


Adjourned at a quarter paſt 4 o'clock. 
3 Friday, December 16. 


Mr. Auxs from the committee appointed to wait on the 
Preſident to know when, and where he would receive the 
anſwer of this Houſe to his addreſs, reported that he had ap- 
pointed to receive it at his Houſe this day at two o'clock. 

The Speaker laid before the Houſe, a repor tof the commil- 
ſioners of the Sinking Fund, ſtating the amount of their pur- 
chaſes, fince their report of the 18th December 1795, which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and the uſual number of co- 
pies printed. 

A petition was preſented from Wm. Crowley Jordan of 
Philadelphia, ſtating the advantages that may be derived from 
the culture of filk worms, and the eſtabhiſhment of a manu- 
factory of that kind in this country, which he ſuppoſes pecu- 
liarly calculated to their improvement. He prays the aid and 
patronage of Congreſs. Referred to the committee of com- 
merce and manufactures. | | 
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The Speaker laid before the Houſe a letter and reporh of 
the Secretary of the Treaſury, accompanied with eſtimates 
of the ſums neceſſary to be appropriated for the ſervice of the 
year 1797; alſo, a Bench of the receipts and expenditures 
of the Treaſury of the United States, for ope*Fyear preceding 
the firſt of Oaber 1796, which were read and ordered to 
lie on the table, and; on motion, to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Gallatin it was reſolved that a ſtandin 
committee of ways and means be appointed, whoſe duty it 
ſhall be to take into conſideration all ſuch reports of. the 
Treaſury Department, and all ſuch propaſttions, relative to 
the revenue, as may be referred to them by the Houſe to 
enquire into the ſtate of the public debt; of "the revue 
and of the expenditure; and to report, from timg to time 
their opinion thereon. Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Gilman, Mr. 
Malbone, Mr. Bradbury, Mr. N. Smith, Mr. Iſrael Smith, 
Mr. Greenup, Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Iſaac Smith, Mr. Gallatin, 
Mr. Patten, Mr. Hindman, Mr. Madiſon, Mr. Blount, Mr. 
Baldwin and Mr. A Jackfon were appointed to that com- 
mie „„ * 7 2 irt z 17 

A petition was preſented from ſundry inhabitants of Lu- 
nenberg, (Virg.) praying, that a poſt road may be eftabliſh- 
ed from Goldion's to Mecklenberg, by the way of St. Tam- 
many, and from Mecklenberg to Lunenberg, and that the 
road from Mecklenberg to Peytenſberg be diſcontinued.— 
Referred to the committee on poſt offices and poſt roads. 

Mr. Sherburne preſented a memorial of Jean Baptiſt Du- 
mon, ſon and heir of J. B. Dumon, late of Beauport in Ca- 
nada, praying to be reimburſed certain advances, made by 
the deceaſed, for the ſupport of the army of the United 
States, and alſo for loſſes and injuries ſuſtained in his per- 
= and property, by adhering to the American cauſe during 
the war. «we Is" 1 

Mr. G1LBERT ſaid this memorial had been before the 
Houſe laſt ſeſſion, and decided againſt, he thought if there 
were not ſome new circumſtances diſplayed in the caſe it 
could not again be recommitted to the fame committee. _ , 

Mr. LrvixcsrToN . hoped it would again come under the 
conſderation of the Houſe, although it was the laſt ſeſhon 
rejected, yet the very peculiar hardſhip attending this man 
would apologize for the return of the memorial; beſides, he 
ſaid, it was acted 6n at the laſt ſeſũon in a very thin Houſe, 
and oppoſed by a very mall majority. | 

Mr, $8u2pUrNg (334 there had been inſtances before of 
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titions which were rejected at one s, being brought 
— ard at another: 5 ſaid laſt we Congreſ this — 
was called up from the table, he was not preſent, which 
was neceſſary; in order to ſpeak on his knowledge of the 
caſe : the circumſtances, attending its rejection at that time, 
he thought would allow it again to be preſented. 

Mr. Crna could not place it on the footing of right. 
He faid it being before- that Houſe laſt ſeſſion, and not a 
different Congreſs conſpired againſt its appearance now 
bow far it was right to ſuffer the ſame buſineſs perpetually to 
come before the Houſe, he ſhould leave gentlemen to judge. 

Mr. HeaTa.—L hope Sir, no gentleman within the walls 
of this Houſe will ever limit the rights of-petitions.. I hope 
the doors of this Houſe will never he ſhut againſt petitioners. 
- it 2 this caſe may be ſomewhat varied, circumſtan- 

appear more clear; I therefore hope it will be acted 
on. We frequently have the very ſame caſe come forward 
after being rejected, and in the ſame ſeſſion, only it has been 
preſented with another face. I hope we ſhall not be ſtrictly 
confined within the forms of a petty court of juſtice. We 
8 act upon a more general, and I hope, more generous 
cale. 

Mr. Swirr mid, he withed 50 door to be a8 ; entenſteg to 
petitioners as any perſon; he believed they ſhould not have 
the ſame petition in exact the ſame words: when a petition 
tates new facts, it would be well to ſuffer it to come for- 
ward, but to have the ſame petition: come forward, time af- 
ter time, year after, year, and be as often rejected, he thought 
improper to encourage. It is not to be preſumed that the 
Houſe would change opinions. If it, was ftated differently, 
and yet only: the ſame facts remaining as. before, he thought 
it did not change its nature; he did not ſee any new: enidences 
in this memornal. 

Mr. Harn ſaid no perſon 9 charge bis memory 
whether the memorial was the ſame or not, he wiſhed it to 
be referred to the mme to examine it, their e would 
ſpeak to that. 

Mr. SwipT, thought they might be compared, and if found 
the ſame reject it, if not commit it. 

Mr. Tuarnxx did not think the 8 , reaſo: 
laſt up was ſound. If the ſame reject, if not refer it. 
He thought there was no reaſon in this, why it ſhould not 
de referred to the committee: It might be the ſame petition, 
ind might have been rejected becauſe it had not proper Cie 
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denee, but it may now have new evidence in its favour, 
and there may be good reaſon 
though there was not before. f 
It was then referred to the committee of claim. 
Mr. Swaxwick moved the following reſolution, whict 
paſſed: 4 Reſolved that all petitions which, during the 
laſt ſeſſion of Congreſs were referred to the committee of 
 commeree and manufactures, and not by them reported on, 
be referred to the preſent committee on that ſubject “ 
Mr. WILLIAus moved, that according to the order of the 
day, the Houſe reſolve itſelf into a committee on the peti- 
tion of the Canadian and Nova Scotia refugees. 
Mr. ParxER oppoſed it, on account of going into a com- 
mittee on the Preſident's Speech: he ſaid, there were many 
important points in it which required à ſpeedy diſcuſſion. 

Mr. Witiiams ſaid, theſe petitions had waited two or 
three years for the decifion of Congreſs, it would take but 
few minutes, he therefore hoped it would be ated on. It 
Was loſt. } $$ 3+. of Wow 1210 2 
Mr. Parxtr moved for the Houſe to go into committee 
blen neee 

Mr. TyaTHreR ſaid, it had been uſual for the anſwer'to 
be preſented firſt : if that had been the practice, it ought to 
be preſerved, however, he thought it not right to take it in- 
to conſideration” untill an anſwer was preſented, 

Mr. PaRKRR ſaid, the anſwer was agreed to, which he 
thought the ſame; if, ſaid he, we wait on the Preſident at 
two o'clock, it will. then be too late to take it up, and he 
thought there was now time enough before that, to bo 
through it; as when we adjourn it will molt likely be 
Monday, he ſaid ſome progreſs would be made before Mon- 
day, without loſs of time. The ſeſſion would be ſo ſhort there 
was need to improve it all. nem 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Muhlenberg in the Char. 
The Chairman read the Preſident's Speech by paragraphs, 

Mr. ParKterR moved the following, « Retolved as the 
opinion of this committee that proviſion ought to be made 
for carrying into full effect the treaty with the Dey and Re- 
geney of Algiers,” . Fe ee 

Mr. HEATH would be thankful to the for informa- 
tion what proviſion had been made laſt n, 2nd what 


deficiency there might be, as he ſuppoſed the gentleman had 


ſuſneiently acquainted himſelf with the circumſtance. 


to ſupport the claim now, 
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Mr. Paxxxx ſaid he could not inform the . 
the 


he was no way acquainted with the arcana of the war of- 
fice, what had been done he had no knowledge of. He ſup- 
poſed it would be beſt to refer it to a committee, and when 
their report came forward, it wonld inform the houſe. He 
ſaid it was the bufineſs of that houſe to forward an inquiry 
into a circumſtance which to his view was neceſſary. 

Mr. GiLEs hoped the reſolution would not take effect; he 
thought we ought not to decide on the merit of the caſe un- 
til the buſineſs came before the houſe z he thought it quite 
premature. It ought at leaſt to be ſuſpended till we have a 
knowledge of the proper ſum neceſlary to carry it into full 
effect. He was not prepared to vote for it. 

Mr. BaLDWin ſaid ſuch a ſubject ought to be referred to a 
committee; the committee of ways and means he thought 
the moſt proper to examine into it and report thereon· 

Mr. PaRKER had no objection to any modification the ſub- 
ject may take, ſo that it comes before the houſe. YL, 

Mr. SWIFT could not ſee what the committee of ways 
and means could do with it : but he thought it the duty of 
the houſe, to inquire what was neceſſary to anſwer that pur- 
poſe. - He meant to vote for the motion. | - my 

Mr. Pace objected to it in point of form; he ſaid a'com- 
mittee 74 the whole could not refer to any other committee. 
The chirman informed the members thatin the form the queſ- 
tion was put, there appeared nothing inconſiſtent with order. 

Mr.S1TGREAVEs ſaid they ought to wait the arrival of the 
ſtatement of accounts from the proper department before 
any reſolution was pafſed on the ſubject. „ 

Mr. (THATCHER hoped at preſent the reſolution would not 
be agreed to, as he thought it quite premature ; no doubt as 
the Preſident had made mention of it in his ſpeech he would 
make a communication on that ſubject. It had been unuſual 
to expect a communication till we had anſwered his ſpeech 
he thought we ought to wait that communication : he will 
inform the houſe the neceſſary ſum for that purpoſe. 


On a diviſion the motion was negatived- 


The ſeveral reſolutions hereafter mentioned were alſo a. 


greed toby the committee, which having been ſeverally tak- 
en up by the houſe were twice read and adopted. 

1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an inquiry Vught to be made into the ſtate of the naval e- 
quipment, ordered by — acts of Congreſs ; and whether 
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any and what other naval force ſhall be neceſſary for the pro · 
tection of the commerce of the United States, and the ſup. 
port of their flag. EF Fa p 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Livingſton, Mr. Harper, and Mr. Sher. 
burne, were appointed a committee purſuant to the ſame. - 
218. Reſolved, That ſo much of the Preſident's ſpeech as re. 
lates to the encouragement of manufactures, be referred to 
the committee of commerce and manufactures. 4 
3. Reſolved, That ſo much of the Preſident's fpeech 
relates to the promotion of agriculture, be referred to a ſele& 
committee, Mr. Swift, Mr. Gregg and Mr. Brent were ac. 
cordingly appointed. | Wee 
4+ Reſolved, That inquiry ought to be made whether any, 
and what alterations areneceſſary to be made in the compen- 
ſations allowed by law to the officers of the United States.— 
+ A committee was accordingly appointed of nine members. 
Mr. Dearborn, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Williams, Mr. Hart- 
ley, Mr. Murray, Mr. Page, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Baldwin, 
and Mr . A. Jackſon. | : | | 
. 5 Reſolved,” That inquiry ought to be made whether, any, 
and what further 6s are neceſſary to reinforce the 
exiſting proviſions for the diſcharge of the public debt. On 
motion it was referred to the committee of ways and means. 
6. Reſolved, That inquiry ought to be made intg the ac- 
tual ſtate of the fortifications of the ports and pars of 
the United States, and whether any, and what furthef provi. 
ſion is neceſſary on that ſubjet. A committee of ſeven meni · 
bers was accordingly appointed for that purpoſe. Mr. W. 
Lyman, Mr. Coles, Mr. Gilman, Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Thom- 
ſon, Mr. Patten, and Mr. Van Cortlandt. 
On motion, | 
Reſolved, That the committee of the whole on the ſtate of 
the Union be diſcharged from the conſideration of ſo much of 
the Preſident's ſpeech as relates to the eſtabliſhment of a na- 
tional univerſity, and that the ſame be committed to the com- 
mittee on the memorial of the commiſſioners at the Federal 
city. | | 13 
A meſſage from the Senate by Mr. Otis, their Secretary, 
informing the houſe that they had paſſed the bill to amend 
the act for the more general promulgation of the Laws of 
the United States. 355 8 
Mr. S1TGREaves moved, that the bill to provide for or- 
ganizing, arming, and diſciplining the militia, preſented the 


25th of January laſt, be committed to a committee of the 
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whole houſe: which was carried and made the order of che 
day for Monday next. 
Mr. VENABLE from the committee of elections end 
that on examining the ſeveral certificates on the election and 
return of the new members to ſit in this houſe, it appears 
that George Ege, Andrew Jackſon, William Craik, James 


Davenport, Samuel Sewall and William Strudwick, are enti- 


tled to take their ſeats in the houſe. 

Some converſation took place on the manner to diſpenſe 
with this report on elections: it was the wiſh of many of the 
members that a queſtion ſhould be taken on the agreement of 
the houſe to the report of the committee; others agreed 
that the houſe proceeded ſoonly in conteſted elections. It was 
at length reſolved to let the report lie on the table, and the 
reaſon given was, that gentlemen may have opportunity to 
examine the credentials. 

On motion it was reſolved, That the ſeveral reports and 
ſtatements from the Secretary of the Treaſury, relative to 
the annual expenditures of the war department from the 
commencement of the preſent 33 to the 31 Decem- 
ber, 1795 — to laying and collecting direct taxes among the 
ſeveral ſtates, agreeably to the rule preſcribed by the conſti- 
tution; and to eſtimates of the ſums neceſſary to be appro- 
priated for the ſervice of the year 1797; and receipts and 
expenditures at the Treaſury of the United States, for the 
year preceding iſt of October 1796, which were laid be- 
fore the houſe this ſeſſion, be referred to the committee of 
ways and means. 

Mr. WILLI As ſaid. he thought there was time to go into 
the buſineſs of the Refugees from Canada and Nova Scotia. 
The houſe divided; ſixteen members only riſing in the af- 
frmative it was loſt. 

A petition was received from John conrad Latour, pray- 
ing relief in conſideration of wounds received and ſervices 
rendered to the army, while a lieutenanf, during the war, 
which render him incapable of ſupporting himſelf. Refer- 
red to the committee of claims. 

On motion it was reſolved, that Mr. A. Foſter and Mr. 
Bailey be appointed a committee for enrolled bills, on the part 
of this houſe, to act jointly with ſuch committee as the — 
ſhall appoint for that purpoſe. 

Mr. Livixes rox moved that the petition from the hun 
offices be now conſidered. - It appeared by a converſation a- 
mong the members that this buſineſs had — laſt ſeſſion re- 
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ferred to the committee of claims, but whether reported on 
or not, the houſe never took it up; nor was it inſerted a. 
mong the unfiniſhed buſineſs. It was then reſolved, that 
the ſeveral memorials and petitions of Nathaniel Appleton, 
commiſſioner of loans for Maſſachuſetts ;' of James Ewing 
for New-Jerſey; of William Skinner for North Corolina; 
of Joſhua Green, Richard Duryee and others, clerks in loan 
offices, preſented to the houſe at the laſt ſeſſion, be referred to 
the committee on the ſubject of compenſation, 

Mr. MaLBoONE moved, that ſo much of the report of the 
committee of claims, made the 11th of January laſt, as re. 
lates to the petition of Jabez Barney, be committed to a com. 
mittee of the whole houſe, and made the order of the day 
for Monday next, which paſſed. 

On motion of Mr. Dearborn, Reſolved, that the reportof 
the committee of claims made 1 5th January laſt on the pet 
on of Reuben Colborn be committed to a committee of the 
whole on Wedneſday next- e 

The ſpeaker attended by the houſe then wihdrew to the 
houſe of the Preſident of the United States, and there pre- 
ſented tohim the followin - Jag addreſs, in anſwer to his ee 
at the opening of the ſe 
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THE houſe of eee es have attended to your 
communication reſpecting the ſtate of our country, with all 
the ſenſibility that the contemplation of the tobjeR, and a 
ſenſe of duty can inſpire. 

We are gratified by the information, that meaſures cal. 
culated to enſure a continuance of the friendſhip of the In- 
dians, and to maintain the tranquillity of the we/tern frontier, 
have been adopted ; and we indulge the hope that theſe, by 
impreſſing the Indian tribes with more correct conceptions of 
the juſtice, as'well as power of the United, bates, will be at- 
tended with ſucceſs. 

While we notice, with ſatisfaction, the eps that you have 
taken in purſuance of the late treaties with ſeveral foreign 
nations, the liberation of our citizens, who were priſoners at 
Algiers, is a ſubject of peculiar felicitation. We ſhall cheer- 
fully co-operate in any further meaſures that ſhall appear, 
on conſideration, to be requiſite, | 

We have ever concurred with you in the moſt anden and 
uniform diſpoſition to preſerve our neutral relations invio · 
late, and it is, of courſe, with anxiety and deep regret. we 


8 


1 


hear that any interruption of our harmony with the French 
Republic has occurred: for we feel with you and with our 
conſtituents, the cordial and unabated wiſh to maintain a per- 
fectly friendly underſtanding with that nation. Your en- 
deavours to fulfil that wiſh, and by all honourable means to 
preſerve peace and to reſtore that harmony and affection, 
which have heretofore. ſo happily ſubſiſted between the 
French Republic and the United States, cannot fail, there- 
fore, to intereſt our attention. And while we participate in 
the full reliance you have expreſſed on the patriotiſm, ſelf- 
reſpect and fortitude of our countrymen, we. cheriſh the 
pleaſing hope, that a mutual ſpirit of juſtice and moderation 
Fillenlare the ſucceſs of your perſeverance. _ | 
The various ſubjects of your communication will, reſpec- 
tively, meec with the attention that is due to their import- 
ance- r 5 

When we advert to the internal ſituation of the United 
States, we deem it equally natural and becoming to compare 
the preſent period with that immediately antecedent to the 
operation of the government, and to coutraſt it with the ca- 
lamities in which the ſtate of war ſtill involves ſeveral of the 
European nations, as the reflections deduced from both tend 
to juſtify as well as to excite, a warmer admiration of our free 
couſtitution, and to exalt our minds to a more fervent and 
grateful ſenſe of piety towards Almighty God for the benefi- 
cence of his providence, by which its adminiſtration has been 
hitherto ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed, . | 

And while we entertain a grateful conviction that your 
wiſe, firm and patriotic adminiſtration has been ſignally con- 
ducive to the ſucceſs of the preſent form of government, we 
cannot forbear to expreſs the deep ſenſations of regret with 
which we contemplate your intended retirement from office. 

As no other ſuitable occaſion may occur, we cannot ſuffer 
the preſgot to paſs without attempting to diſcloſe ſome of the 
emotions which it cannot fail to awaken. mY Cog 
The gratitude and admiration of . your countrymen are 
ſtill drawn to the recollection of thoſe reſplendent virtues 
and talents which were ſo eminently inſtrumental to the at- 
chievement of the revolution, and of which that glorious 
event will ever be the memorial. Your obedience to the 
voice of duty and your country, when you quitted reluctant- 
ly, a ſecond time, the retreat you had choſen, and firſt ac- 
cepted the preſidency, afforded a new proof of. the devoted- 
neſs of your zeal in its ſervice, and an earneſt of the pa- 
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triotiſm and ſucceſs which have characterized your admini. 
ſtration. As the grateful confidence of the citizens in the 


virtues of their chief magiſtrate, has eſſentially contributed to 
that ſucceſs, we perſuade ourſelves that the millions whom 
we repreſent, participate with us in the anxious ſolicit de of 
the preſent occaſion. 

Let we cannot be tinmindfol thar' your dere and 
magnanimity, twice diſplayed by retiring from your exalted 
ſtations, afford examples no leſs rare and mſtructive to man- 
kind, than valuable to a Republic. 


Although we are ſenſible that this event, of itſelf, com. 


pletes the luſtre of a character already conſpicuouſly unri- 
valled by the coincidence of virtue, talents, ſucceſs and pubs 
lic eſtimation; yet 'we conceive we owe it to you, Sir, and 
ſtill more emphatically to ourſelves and to our nation; (of 
the language of whoſe hearts we preſume to think ourſelves 


at this moment the faithful interpreters) to n the ſenti. 


ments with which it is contemplated. | 
The ſpectacle of a free and enlightened nation offering by 
its repreſentatives the tribute of unfeigned approbation to 


its firſt citizen, however novel and intereſting it may be, de-' 
rives all its luſtre (a luſtre which accident or enthuſiaſm 


cotild not beſtow, and which adulation would tarniſh) from 
the tranſcendent merit of which it is the voluntary teſtimony. 

May you long enjoy that liberty which is ſo dear to you, 
and to which your name will ever be ſo dear : May your 
own virtues and a nation's prayers obtain the happieſt ſun- 
ſhine for the decline of your days and the choiceſt of future 
bleſſings. For our country's ſake, for the ſake of republican 


liberty, it is our earneſt wiſh that your example may be the 


guide of your ſucceſſors, and thus, after being the ornament 


and ſafeguard of the preſent age, become the patrimony of 


our deſcendants. 
To which the * made the following reply- 
Gentlemen, 
To a citizen. whoſe views were unambitious ; who pre- 
ferred the ſhade and tranquillity of private life, to the ſplen- 
dour and ſolicitude of elevated ſtations; and whom the voice 


of duty and his country could alone have drawn from his cho- ' 
ſen retreat; no reward for his public ſervices can be ſo grate- 


ful as public approbation, accompanied by a conſciouſneſs that 
to render thoſe ſervices uſeſul to that country, has been his 


lingle aim; and when this approbation is expreſſed by the re. 


preſentatives' of a free and enlightened nation, the reward 
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will admit of no addition. Receive, gentlemen, my  Lincere 
and affectionate thanks for this ſignal teſtimony that my ſer- 
vices have been acceptable and afoul to my country The 
ſtrong confidence of my fellow citizens, while it animated all 
my actions, enſured their zealous co-operation which render- 
ed thoſe ſervices ſucceſsful. The virtue and wiſdom of my 
ſucceſſors, joined with the patriotiſm and intelligence of the 
citizens who c e the other branches of government, I 
firmly truſt will lead them to the adoption, of — ag which, 
oy the Fa of Providence, will give ſtability to our 
ſyſtem of government; add to its ſucceſs; and ſecure to our- 
ſelves an 7 poſterity that liberty which is to all of us ſo dear. 

While 1 acknowledge with pleaſure, the ſincere and uni- 
form diſpoſition of the houſe of repreſentatives to preſerve 
our neutral relations inviolate and with them deeply regret 
any degree of interruption of our good underſtanding, with 
the French Republic, I beg, you, gentlemen, to reſt alu 
that my endeavours will be earneſt; and unceaſing, by all 
honourable means to preſerve peace, and to reſtore t at har- 
mony and affection which have heretofore ſo happily ſubſiſted 
between our two nations; and with you, I cheriſh the pleat 
ing hope that a mutual ſpirit of juſtice and moderation, w 
crown thoſe endeavours with ſucceſs. 

I ſhall cheerfully concur in the beneficial meaſures which 
your deliberations ſhall mature on the various ſubjects de- 
manding your attention · And while directing your labour: 
to advance the real intereſts of our country, you receive its 
bleſſings; with perfect ſincerity my individual wiſhes will be 
ered for for your preſent and future felicity. - | 


G. WASHINGTON: | 


The houſe being returned, and the members reſumed their 
ſeats ;* the ſpeaker laid before them a letter from the ſecre- 
tary of the treaſury, accompanying a ſtatement, exhibiting 
the amount of the draw-backs paid upon the dutiable articles 
exported from the United States, in the years 1793, 1794, 
and 1795, compared with the receipts of duties on ſimilar 
articles, during the ſame period, made in purſuance of a re- 
ſolution of this houſe, the firſt of June laſt, * were 
read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Adjourned at three o'clock. 
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from the governor of Rhode Iſland, of the election of ms 
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Mr. W. SMITH ſaid that the bin 10 Nh for Ae mi; 
ing, arming and diſciplining the militia of the United States 
was among the orders of the day, as that buſineſs had been 
a conſiderable time in hand, he wiſhed it now to be taken 
in order to determine the principle, whether the milic 
ſhould be continued upon its preſent footing, or whether i 
ſnould be divided into two claſſes, viz. a ſelect corps and a re 
ſerved corps, as contemplated by the preſent bill. It could 
undergo any alterations for its improvement that may be ne: 
— ry without new modifying its Until this queſſion was 

ided-nothing could be done. For his own part, he ſaid, he 
was no military man, but he had made it his buſineſs to inquire 
into che ſubject, and he found it to be the opinion of thoſe 

rell verſed in military matters, that the plan propoſed by this 

il could not be carried into effect with ſucceſs. He wiſh* 
ed, however, the houſe to come to the deciſion. If it Was 
their wiſh to continue the militia upon the preſent plan, and 
not adopt the plan propoſed by the bill, the ſirſt clauſe could 
be ſtruck out if this motion ſnould be agreed to, he ſhould 
then move for the committee to riſe, and a ſelect — 
to be appointed to prepare ſuch A as may be 
for its general acceptance: this would conſiderably ſhorten bs 
buſiriels; and as the ſeſſion would be a ſhort one, the ſooner 
the houſe went into the buſineſs the better; he therefore 
hoped the houſe would reſolve itſelf i into a committee of the 
whole on that ſubjet. 

The houſe accordingly reſolved ;eſelf into a committee of 
the whole, Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair, when the u ſec. 
tion of — bill was read, which is in the followin 

Sec. 1.“ Be it enacted, &c. That from and wy Sp ter the pad. 
ing of this act, the militia of the United States ſhall be com- 
poſed of all able bodied white male citizens of the reſpective 
ſtates, reſident therein, who ſhall, reſpectively, be of the age 
of twenty years, and under forty years. That the ſaid mi- 
litia ſhall be divided into claſſes, the firſt claſs to be denomi- 
nated the ſele corps of the militia of the United States ; the 
ſecond claſs to be denominated the reſerved corps of the mi- 
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litia of the United States. The ſelect corps of the militia of 
the United States ſhall be compoſed of all able bodied white 
male citizens, reſpectively, who ſhall be of the age of twen- 
ty years, and under the age of twenty-five years. The re- 
ſerved corps ſhall be compoſed of all able bodied white male 
citizens, reſpectively, who ſhall be of the age of twenty-five 
years, and under the age of forty years : Provided, That, in 
the choice of officers, either of the fele& corps, or reſerved 
corps, no reſpect ſhall be had to the limitations of age afore- 
ſaid, the foregoing regulations to be ſubject, however, to the 
exemptions hereafter ſpecified.” | 

Mr. Smith then ſaid, that in order to come at the right 
method, he ſhould move toſtrike out the firſt ſection of this 
bill, as above; at the time this bill was under diſcuſſion at a 
former period, there was much oppoſition to this clauſe : the 
great expenſes it would incur ; the great inconveniency, and 
the general embarraſſment that would attend it, in the draw- 
ing anumber of induſtrious people from their buſineſs to 
form companies, were mentioned as great difficulties : he hop- 
ed that a ſelect committee would be appointed who may 
deviſe a better ſcheme than the preſent ſyſtem appeared to be, 
—in many ſtates he ſaid the militia was upon a very good 
regulation, in others, it was upon a very bad one; he hoped 
therefore his motion would be agreed to» Ls 

Mr. DEARBORN ſaid he ſhould ſecond the motion, and with 
the ſame view as was expreſſed by the mover ; that the bu- 
ſineſs may be ſhortened by preventing a long diſcuſſion of the 
ſeveral parts, which would waſte much time ; and take upthe 
whole at once. It appeared to him that the bill would not 
paſs the houſe, as there were many parts of it he thought 
inadmiſſible into a militia ſyſtem ; and he ſaid, the ſame ob- 
jections would be made to them as had been before. The 
firſt clauſe including the ſele& corps, he ſaid, was repugnant 
to the will of the people; however, to that part of the 
country with which he was acquainted ; he hoped that clauſe 
would be ſtruck out, in order to a recommitment of the bill- 

Mr. Hakezx believed conſiderable difficulty and embarraſſ- 
ment may attend the mode of organizing the militia ſpecified 
in the firſt clauſe of the bill; but he thought it an eſſential 


method towards forming a complete military ſyſtem, which 


he thought the old way not efficient in, he therefore hoped 
this alternative would be adopted. Which of the two Mr. 
H. aſked, would the committee prefer, a complete ſyſtem, or 
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ons which had been found to fail ſo run of its odjea, 
as the oue now uſed ? It is ſaid that this plan will be attend- 
ed with very conſiderable expence. He believed any effectu. 
al military ſyſtem would be attended with confiderable ex: 
pences, whether the military, neceſſary for the defence of the 
country, is to eonſiſt of ſeveral ſele& corps; or a ſtanding na- 
tional eſtabliſhment, (which was not wiſhed by any) or whe. 
ther of the whole body of the people capable o f bearing arms; 
each will be attended with a heavy expence · It has been ſaid 
that to draw our youth from their homes. and labour to be 
inſtructed in military duty would not only leſſen the ſtock of 
labour; and con uently of national wealth, but be an 52 1 
ry to their morals: the time they were to remain in encam 
ment to learn diſcipline would be fo ſhort, that he thought 
the objections of gentlemen on that ground would vaniſh, 
if they would confider. It is ſaid that two or three weeks 
will be enough for this purpoſe ; and that the moſt conveni- 
ent time would be in the fall ſeaſon, and the ſaine length of 
time, ſome: other ſeaſon in the year, would be fufficient.— 
Perſons in agricultural tives, it is welt known, can at 
ſome ſeaſons be well ſpared from their labour, without any 
particular inconvenience for that ſhort time, and if that is too 
long at a time, one week will be better than no time ; they 
will be able even in that little time to acquire ſome knowledge 
of military exerciſe ; thus, Mr. H. ſuppoſed that difficulty 
was avoided. Wirth refpect to the morals of the youth be- 
ing injured, as had been ſoggeſted, he would obſerve that it 
was not contemplated to bring them into large encampments, 
nor to keep them long at a Uwe, non to ber quartered in 
towns, either of which may poſſibly have a bad tendency : 
beſides, the military diſcipſine they would be kept under, and' 
the military duty to be attended to, would preclude them 
from running into exceſs or diſorder, as they will, while there, 
have enough to do during the whole week; the deſign is, to 
let their encampments be in ſmall numbers, to prevent, con- 
tamination. He acknowledged thoſe objections may have 
ſome foundation, and were in a ſmall degree in exiſtence, but 
thel importance of the advantages to be derived from fach A 
plan ag this, he believed, conſiderably overweighed them. — 
As a proof that the preſent ſyſtem is very defeckve, we may 
appeal to the many communications from the Preſident on the 
ſubject; alſo, the very raw, and undiſciplined nature of 
thoſe now termed militia, when they are called out; and the 
evidence of military oflicers in general: witneſs a recent 
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inſtance, when the militia was called out; the chief Tups 
port of that expedition depended upon voluntary public ſpi- 
rit, and entirely; or neatly, independent of any militia laws : 
it was more from individual patrietiſm for the public ſervice, 
than by any exiſting compulſive laws. | 

If then the preſent meaſures will not prove efficacious t 
accomp#th ſo advantageous an end, it muſt be altered: and 
how muſt we alter it? While we keep in view the for- 
mation of a national army of the whole United States, muſt 
we follow the old ſyſtem ? If you will not arm the people, and 
ſubject them to military duty, where is your force? You muſt 
either give up the idea of an efficient military force, or you 
muſt t a mode ſimilar to that now propoſed, ahd aban- 
don the exiſting ſyſtem. 

This brings us to the plan propoſed in the preſent bill.— 
Whether the preciſe manner of modifying the principle of 
this bill be a right one; whether diſciplining all perſons he- 
tween 18 and 25 years bf age be right or not, he would not 
ſay, that he would leave the committee to decide; there poſ- 
ſibly might be a preferable regulation propoſed, if ſo, he 
ſhould be very willing to vote for its adoption, but ſome- 
thing was neceſſary to be done, or the idea of our national 
defence muſt ceaſe. - Gentlemen from ſome parts of the 
country were not fo ſtrikingly impreſſed, rior ſo well informed 
of the neceſſity of this meaſure as he was. Mr. H. profeſſed 
to be pretty well acquainted with the eaſtern ſtates The 
whole body of the militia could there be collected in a ſmall 
circumference, 4s they were thick ſettled; but when you 
come to a part of the country, where to aſſemble a company 
of militia you muſt traverſe 26 or in ſome places 30 miles 
ſquare, this plan becomes impracticable. Admitting that the 
preſent ſyſtem is wholly incompetent or improper where the 
ſettlement is thin, the queſtion then is, whether the ſyſtem 
propoſed in its ſtead would be injurious to the more thickly 
ſettled parts of the country. In the eaſtern ſtates ſome ad- 
ditional burden may be laid on the people, and ſbme incon- 
veniencies may there be felt ; but would they be more than. 
is now felt in ſome other parts: he believed the preſent ſyſ- 
tem had greater inconveniencies attending it in ſome places, 
and to greater extent than could poſſibly attend this new ſyſ- 
tem: in ſhort, he believed it would be every where practica- 
ble, even in the eaſtern ſtates ; although poſſibly not ſo ne- 
ceſſary, yet he thought it would be of great ſervice, while he 
was ſo ſenſibly impreſſed with theſe ideas, he could not agree 
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to ſtrike out the paragraph: he hoped it would have all the 


amendment it was ſuſceptible of, but he hoped the form of 
the clauſe would be retained, and that the bill would be diſ. 
cuſſed throughout ; but he believed no other ſyſtem would 
be ſo ſerviceable as this, in half of the United States. 

Mr. SITGREAvESs confeſſed he felt a difficulty to decide on 
the ſubject now before the committee. He had not the honour 
of a ſeat in that houſe when the ſubject underwent a diſcuſ. 
ſion ; he muſt confeſs the ideas of the gentleman from South. 
Carolina appeared to be juſt. With reſpect to the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania ; from all the knowledge he had of it, and the 
converſations with a number of military officers, who had 
univerſally concurred, and he ſincerely thought, that there 
was an abſolute neceſſity of new arrangements, to give force 
and efficacy to the military ſyſtem. None can doubt of the 
bravery and patriotiſm of our citizens ; but bravery alone 
will not effect our ſecurity, without a military ſyſtem to call 
forth that bravery into proper uſe : if bravery alone would 
do, our military arrangements would be ineffectual: true 
diſcipline, he ſaid, was the life and ſoul of an army ; an army 
well diſciplined, with bravery could encounter every difficul 
ty. If it is true that diſcipline is the only effectual way to 
obtain that deſirable end, we had better uſe our utmoſt ex- 
ertions to carry it into force, if it can only be acquired by a 
mode like that ſpecified in the preſent bill, neither trouble 
nor expence ſhould ſtand in the way of its accompliſhment ; 
trouble or expence is nat of that conſequence, as that we 
ſhould avoid the main means to our national ſecurity. Mr. 
S. could not conceive that a day or two in a year was ſuf. 
ficient to acquire a ſufficient ſtock of military knowledge, it 
was well known that that day or two, very great imperfec- 
tions attended the arrangement, and no advantage was de- 
rived, He ſhould therefore wiſh to hear ſtronger objections 
to the plan before he could vote for ſtriking out the clauſe in 

ueſtion. | 
1 The bill before them, Mr. Sitgreaves ſaid, was the ſyſtem 
of Baron Steuben. He knew this was a favorite ſyſtem with 
the citizens of this ſtate, and that it would prove very accept- 
able to them. It was ſaid, chere were ſome ſtates in which 
the militia is on a good footing, and requires no amendment; 
he wiſhed ſome of the gentlemen from thoſe parts would in- 
form the committee of the means which were there taken, 
to make their military ſyſtem ſo uſeful, that we may make 
uſe of fimilar meaſures in the middle and ſome of the eaſtern 
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ſtates; if not he ſhould not conſent to part with the plan 
now propoſed. | | 

Mr. HENDERSON ſaid there was not a perſon in the com- 

mittee more diſpoſed to amend the preſent military ſyſtem 
than he; but he muſt confeſs not a perſon could object to the 
meaſures now propoſed more than himſelf. Two or three 
grounds of objection operated in his mind againſt the go- 
vernment going into this amendment, and he had not heard 
an argument that could remove them · What he had to ob- 
{-rve on the ſubje& came into his mind only ſince the diſcuſ- 
ſion began · As to the principle of the bill, he thought it 
a bad one. In a republican government, military ſervice 
ought to be as equally divided among its citizens as poſſible; 
this would not be the caſe, if the preſent ſyſtem was carried 
into effect; it is but a ſmall proportion of our citizens who 
are included between the ages of 20 and 25 years; he there- 
fore ſuppoſed that the te, © would fall entirely upon one 
fifth of the people; of theſe a conſiderable part would pay 
their equivalent to be excuſed from ſerving ; thus the poorer 
and moſt indigent claſs of citizens will have the defence of 
the nation entirely thrown on them. Tak 

M. H. alſo thought the meaſure unconſtitutional. It ap- 
peared to him that the general government had no power to 
call out people to train them for military ſervice : he rather 
thought it ought to be left with the different ſtates to call out 
their own citizens to military diſcipline. 

With reſpe& to the policy of the meaſure, Mr. H. 
thought the plan of this bill would be ſubjecting the United 
States to a very heavy expence ; more than Congreſs would 
like, or at preſent could ſpare. Suppoſe the ſelec corps con- 
liſt of 100,000 men, which could not be rating too high ; 
this he ſhould ſuppoſe to coſt between three and four million 
dollars; he thought this a very great ſum, the ſaving of 
which would be an important meaſure. 

The plan he thought objectionable on another ground: 
it was but very few years ſince the general government new 
organized the militia; ſince which the ſtates ſcarce had time 
to regulate their ſyſtems, to make them agreeable to the ge- 
neral government. This new ſyſtem would cauſe a new de- 
rangement, were they called upon again to change their 
ſyſtem. Should we then encourage the agitation of the pub- 
lic mind, already too much agitated, by adopting meaſures 
which would prove unpopular, and diſagreeable. Mr. H. 


believed the ſtate of New Jerſey, which he had the honour 
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to repreſent, had a very reſpectable militia, and the law they 
had eſtabliſhed had been very effectual to promote that pur. 
poſe : that ſtate had very good troops, both horſe and foor, 
which were ſupported at individual expence; they prided 
themſelves in a reſpeQable corps: he liked a militia will, 
better than a militia law. And ſhall we diſcourage this 
ſpirit, by an act which ſhall blaſt its endeavours? He hoped 
not · It appeared to him this would at once damp that ſpirit 
which tends to ſecurity. He hoped we ſhould never adopt 
any compulſive laws. If government only retains the con- 
fidence of the people, the militia of, at leaſt, that ſtate (af 
which Mr. H. knew moſt) would be ready at any demand 
the government ſhould make of them. ; 2 

The gentleman from S. Carolina (Mr. Harper) had ſaid, 
that the preſent ſyſtem was effectual in moſt parts of the 
Union. Then Mr. H. would aſk why change it? Why re 
linquiſh that ſyſtem which was effectual in the moſt populous 
part of the Union, to accommodate a widely diſperſed part, 


inhabited by comparatively a few? If in the eaſtern ſtates 


where are the majority of inhabitants, this ſyſtem is found 
agreeable, why introduce a change. The gentleman's at» 


gument turned againſt his concluſion. Till he heard far. more 


weighty arguments, he ſhould vote for ſtriking out the clayſes 
Mr. BaLDwin ſaid his mind was made up in favour of ſttik- 
ing out the ſection. It may appear rather haſty on a ſubje& 
of ſo much importance, to take it up ſo ſoon : he had no ob- 
jection to indulge gentlemen who may think ſo, by letting it 
lie over ſome time. It is as the gentleman firſt ſaid, try 
the principle. It might be recollected that this was one.o 
the firſt objects that engaged the attention of the general go. 
vernment : it was then put to its proper trial; it then under - 
went a very conſiderable diſcuſſion, and a very long and in+ 
telligent report was made on the ſubject from the military de- 
partment. After going ſufficiently through it at that time, 
it was thought not practicable to decide upon it within our 
own walls, until we had laid the plan before the people, that 
the public opinion might be aſcertained. Time enough had 
elapſed ſince that, and he thought they might determine, that 
it appeared againſt the meaſures: they thought the plan too 
laborious and expenſive to be worth purſuing. The princi- 
ple ſomewhat differs now from what it did at that time; it 
then not only contemplated a ſelect and reſerve corps, but a 
third corps was propoſed. Fe ſuppoſed the ſubje& was now 


brought up, to fee whether the houſe is now ready to deter- 
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mine vpon the principle. Mr. B. faid he was, he: was ready 
to vote againſt it; but there may be ſome gentlemen not fo 
well acquainted with it who may with time ta conſider, he 
wiſhed to give them that opportunity. This plan he thought 
not worth purſuing ;z whatever we do, we muſt go on ſame 
other: this is not the baſis on which we can, with the leaſt 
ſpe& of fafety, build our military fyſtem. Mr. B. —_— 
the old ſyſtem in uſe before the year 17 89 might receive ſuch 
improvement as — any yet propoſed The ſooner. we 
can decide on an efficient plan the better. He underſtood 
the mover meant the houſe only to determine upon the prin- 
cple. However he ſhould vote for ſtriking out the firſt ſec.. 
tion, for the reaſons given. x dit ot 
Mr. RuTHzrRFoRD. The gentleman juſt fat down has 
ſo much narrowed the ground that he meant to have gone, 
that he could noe ſay much more on the ſubject than had 
been · He believed the goverument of the United States 
had nothing to do with the militia in the ſeveral foverei 
ſtates; this was his epinien, and it was the opinion of 
people at large, however of nine · tenths of them. The conſti. 
tution is exprefs upon this ſubject ;z—it ſays, when the militia 
iz ealled into actual ſervice, it ſhalll bo under the direction of the 
general government: but until that take place the ſeveral ſtates 
hall have command over their own children--their own fami- 
les: If ehe United States take it up, they: will defeat the end in 
view ; they graſp too much. Soon as the ſtate has the 
idea that ir is competent to its own buſineſs it dont like 
the Union to interfere with its concerns. —when the far-: 
mer begins to ebtrude his direction upon his ſon, juſt com. 
mencing for himſelf, all ſpirit is loſt with the fon, and per. 
haps he ne ver acts in the ſame forward manner afterwards : 
ſo it is with the Union and her children, the ſlates: if they 
re deprived' of the ſpirit which they have cheriſhed on this 
occaſion all is at an end, their ſpirit of valour is daſhed : for 
the government to enact militia laws, is againſt the expreſs 
ciſion of the Union. With reſpect to its unconſtitutionality 
Mr. R. joined in opinion with the gentleman from New 
Jerſey, (Mr. Henderſon) thislaw-would tend to alienate the 
minds of the people of the eaſtern ſtates whoſe militia were 
already well diſciphned. Mr. R. could ſay that as far as re- 
ates to the ſtate he repreſents, they have done what he 
ought right, —they have entered into military array, they 
vanted no new regulations in the militia laws. The law 
Propoſed he thought would croſs-cut all the exertions of the 
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individual ſtates Sgon as the United States came to obtrude 
their laws into the eaſtern. ſtates, where they have brought 
the militia into a very reſpectable ſituation, he feared it would 
blaſt their further endeavours- He hoped nothing more 
would be done in that houſe, than to adviſe thoſe ſtates who 
had neglected their militia to reviſe and amend their laws, 
and —_ them more effectual: this is all this houſe can do. 
all they have a right to do. #1130 2 
Mr. S1TGREAVES hoped, the buſineſs would not be delay. 
ed; in which he differed with the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Baldwin) he thought there would inconvenience 
ariſe from poſtponing it. ſaid it was proper that haſte in 
this deciſion ſhould be attended to, that the ſtates might know 
how. to proceed; they waited to know what Congreſs did 
on the ſubject, to direct them what to do themſelves ; their 
different legiſlatures would then act accordingly ;- he kney 
this to be the caſe with the ſtate of Pennſylvania -; Mr. 8. 
was not tenacious of his own opinion-upon the principle of the 
bill, but he wiſhed a haſty. deciſion ; it having undergone 
much diſcuſſion he ſhould, not beat over the old ground. 
Mr. HarpeR was far from being of opinion that the bill 
ſhonld be diſregarded ; after ſo much pains had been taken, he 
did not think it rightly to be diſpenſed with- It ought to be 
recollected that this bill has been the reſult of the deliber:- 
tion of two committees of two different ſeſſions, which con- 
ſiſted of men of good talerits, and well verſed in military 
concerns; who had ſeen the defects of the preſent ſyſtem. He 
thought, therefore, that when a ſyſtem had been brought 
forward with ſo much care and from ſuch authority, it ought 
not to be turned out of the houſe with ſo little ceremony- 
He wiſhed to know what gentlemen would give in the ſtead 
of this bill. He would obſerye that to make objections was 
very eaſy : it was very eaſy for a gentleman to get up and 
ſay he did not like the bill, but he ooght alſo to ſhew us the 
remedy ; he ought to preſent us with a ſyſtem more excel- 
lent, elſe his oppoſition is of no force. Did gentlemen pre- 
tend to ſay the preſent ſyſtem is good ?—it could not be pre. 
ſamed : we had the evidence of the Preſident of the United 
States, who has in three ſeveral communications made to this 
houſe, told us, it wanted legiſlative attention : he called the 
evidence of every military man in this houſe, and in the Unit- 
ed States to prove the truth; let gentlemen tell us where 
the man that complains of the principle of this ſyſtem, that 
will improve it; where is the man that will give us ſome 
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thing better · The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Baldwin) 
ſays the ſyſtem has been publiſhed, and public voice is 
againſt it : he could not conceive how far this could be the 
caſe. Mr. H. ſaid he had not met with ſuch oppoſition to 
this meafure, although he had travelled pretty extenſively 
almoſt from one end of the United States to the other, and 
had taken much pains to inquire the views of the people on 
this point 3 and as far as he had opportunity to hear, the pre- 
ſent ſyſtem was admitted as bad; and that ſomething like the 
ſyſtem now offered would be far more acceptable, and uſeful; 
not that it might be as neceſſary in ſome parts as others. He 
could not ſee, as had been ſuggeſted, that the morals of the 
people would ſuſtain any great injury ; the militia could be 
ſent out in ſmall parties to learn diſcipline. He thought that, 
without * peculiar inconvenience in ſome of the 
ſtates, they might give to the nation in general a ſyſtem of 
great national advantage. Their labour would not be entire- 
ly loſt, for an afternoon could then be devoted to buſineſt, and 
not prevent the learning of military diſcipline. When you 
go fifteen. or —_— miles, to aſſemble fome parts of the 
company, how can they collect in a day? Longer time muſt 
he devoted, 1 imperfection will be the reſult: it is 
neceflary that where people live fo diſtant, a week or two be 
allowed, for which reaſon it will infer, that this part of the 
exiſting ſyſtem will de altogether impracticable. IX | 
The gentleman from Jerſey (Mr. Henderſon) has faid, 
that this plan would throw an unequal burden on ſome de- 
ſeriptions of citizens. © Mr. Harper thought the contrary, he 
thought the burden would fall equally on every deſcription 
of people z every man in the courſe of his life would be obliged 


to perform his ſhare in the ſervice. That gentleman furthe 


ſays, that many will pay the fine and thus be excuſed —— 
but the bill contemplated no ſuch exemption; no man ough 
to be excuſed but from utter inability 4 the plan of the bill 
meant; that all ſhould at ſome time of life, paſs through this 
military diſcipline. The age fixed upon for the ſele& corps 
was a time before men in general enter into buſineſs; and 
thus every one paſſing through this militaty diſcipline would 
diffuſe ſuch a habit, as to be ready to defend their country 
whenever called to ir. A man, becauſe he was rich ſhould 
not be exempt ;z thus every citizen becoming a ſoldier ;- which 
was eſſentially neceſſary in a free government. He | 
that, before gentlemen perſiſted-in kicking this bill out of the 
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houſe is what he called an unceremonious kind of a manner; 
entlemen would inform the committee what they were to 
5, as it was certain the militia in three-fourths of the Union 
wanted great regulations. In ſome parts he allowed they 
were on a very reſpectable footing : Charleſtown could pro- 
duce two thouſand regular, well diſciplined troops. But this 
was not the caſe in general to the Southward. And are we 
to let our militia remain in its preſent ſituation, and throw 
our whole dependence on the ſtanding army ? If gentlemen 
will not tell us how to remedy the exiſting evil, why not put 
this principle before us into effect. (Mr. H. here again en- 
forced his argument from the report of the committee's, and 
the Preſidents recommending it.) As to the expence, he 
obſerved, it was quite pra, Aa by the great advantages 
that would be derived towards the ſupport of .our freedom. 
W hat efficient ſyſtem could be deviſed without a great ex- 
pence to the nation. Gentlemen's calculations run very high 
when they repreſent the expence of this ſele& corps · | 
It has been ſaid that if this bill were to paſs it would de- 
range all the preſent military exertions. It would not; this 
ſele& corps would draw out of that : it would not prevent 
the citizens forming themſelves into military corps as they 
may think fit. They were told that theſe volunteer corps 
have equipped themſelves at a very great expence, this he 
knew ; but he rather thought that all who compoſed the ſafe- 
guard of our nation ſhould be equipped at the national ex- 
pence: at preſent the defence of the nation fell upon a few 
who were more rich, or more patriotic than others. He 
hoped the motion to ſtrike out would not paſs- : 46 
Mr. W. LyMAN ſaid that the gentleman who condemned 
the preſent ſyſtem in toto, allowed that it was effectual in 
ſome parts of the union : then it could not be ſo extremely 
deficient. Mr. L. allowed that the militia in ſome parts 
were defeQive— but in ſome parts they are in a very reſpecta · 
ble force. He believed the preſent plan might be improved 
but attempt to put in practice this plan of a fele& corps 
where a country lies ſo thinly inhabited would be impractica- 
ble, and almoſt impoſſible, With reſpe& to the preſent ſyſ- 
tem, the gentleman laft up has made ſome very unfounded 
objections, to ſay that it is generally diſapproved: The moſt 
objectionable part of the preſent ſyſtem to him was, in its 
tending to diſtinguiſh thoſe citizens who could not pay while 
it excuſed thoſe who could—if this could be removed, he 
thought a great improvement would be introduced. The 
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preſent militia he thought would be very ready to defend the 
country whenever occaſion ſhould offer, either from foreign 
or domeſtic aſault. a | 

If the principte o##+-ſele& corps was introduced into the 
country, he thought diſaffection would be introduced with it, 
which would be found to war againſt the intereſt of the 
country» As ſoon as you carry this ſele& corps into opera- 
tion, you have no other corps to depend upon, the other is 
loſt. And can it be ſuppoſed it will be acceptable to thoſe 
who have been volunteers ia the ſervice, in a fine genteel 
corps? Will they condeſcend to be brought into this poor, 
compulſive ſituation in common with others who never have 
ated in the ſervice ? They will revolt at the idea. He dif- 
fered with the gentleman from S. Carolina (Mr. Harper) as 
he believed the people would be generally diſſatisfied with 
the bill—he ſhould therefore vote for the motion for ſtriking 
out, and before the bill went into the hands of a ſelect com- 
mittee ſhould obſerve reſpecting another principle in the 
bill on exemption 3 which he ſhould wave until they came 
to it. | | 

Mr. HaRTLEy wiſhed a little time may be given for the 
conſideration of this ſubject, as there were ſeveral new mem- 
bers here, who had not been preſent at former diſcuſſions 
of the ſubject. If they now agreed to ſtrike out the firſt 
ſeftion it would end the propoſed plan. This, he ſaid, was 
not an entire new plan ; he believed that in Switzerland 
there was a corps of a ſimilar kind, who were always called 
out before others; ſuch a thing he ſaid had been under con- 
templation in Pennſylvania : he granted it muſt be attended 
to, but hoped it would not be thought in that houſe, that 
every man muſt bear arms; there were many conſcientious 
people who would not on any account bear arms. This 
ſubject had been under conſideration of a committee—he at 
that time furniſned them with the Swiſs code: they were 
armed and diſciplined after this manner before this 8 
ment was formed. This ſelect corps was to be armed at the 
expence of the United States, this appears the moſt conſi- 
derable objection · It is contemplated to include all from 20 
to 25 years of age; this could not take any very conſiderable 
portion of the citizens from their labour. The ſyſtem at 
preſent uſed in Pennſylvania is very defective, and though 
ever ſo, if he underſtood the gentleman laſt up, nothing 
was to be done upon this ſubject; but it was to reſt where it 
is. He hoped the committee would riſe to give many gen- 
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tlemen who had but little knowledge on the buſineſs—-time 
to inquire and conſider on the bill. 

Mr. GiL TRT ſaid he hoped the commicrtee would riſe, 
= urged the ſame reaſons as the laſt gentleman, it not hay. 

— diſcuſſed during the preſent Congreſs. | 
rh motion was then put for the committee to riſe, 

When there appeared, - 2M * 

The committee accordingly roſe, — progreſs, and 
had leave to fit again · 

Mr. Livixcs rox ſaid that there had been a committee 
appointed laſt ſeſſion on the ſubject of improving the penal 
code; but for want of ſome neceſſary information, no re · 
port- had been made. That information being now arrived, 
and doubting not the houſe was ſtill deſirous of ameliorating 
that code, he ſhould beg leaveto lay the following reſolution 
on the table : 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
whether any, and what alterations are neceſſary in the penal 
laws of the United States, and that wy * by bill or 
otherwiſe. © 

Mr. Livingſton, Mr. Bradbury, and Mr. Iſaac Smith 
were appointed a committee for that purpoſe. 

Mr. GALLATIN preſented a petition from Stephen Moylan 

commiſſioner of loans, for the ſtate of Pennſylvania, praying 
increaſe of ſalary, which was referred to the committee on 
the ſubject of compenſation. 

Mr. GALLATIN obtained leave of abſence for ten days. 

A meſſage was received from the Senate, informing the 
houſe, that they had appointed Mr, Stockton on their part 
of the committee for enrolled bills. 

Mr. A. FosTaR from the committee on enrolled bills, re- 
ported, that the bill to amend the bill for the more eneral 
promulgation of the laws was truly enrolled: The ſpeaker 
then ſigned it. 

Mr. Hara wiſhed to know if it would be in 3 to 
move that the committee of the whole be diſcharged from 
the further conſideration of the militia bill, in order to move 
that it be recommitted to a ſele& committee, which he did 
to free it from ſome of the objections which had been made 
to it in the houſe. Being informed it was in order, he there- 
upon moved it. Impreſte d as he was wick the importance of 


the principle, he could not neglect any means that may: tend 
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to forward ſo neceſſary a meaſure, and to get it done as well 
„ ee 

Mr. W. SMITH ſaid, it having been determined in the 
committee of the whole to defer it until to-morrow, it was 
not poſſible again to reconſider it this day. If it was to be a- 
gain brought upat this time, he hoped the houſe would deter- 
mine whether any, and what alterations ſhould be made in 
the bill, elſe how ſhould the ſelect committee know what to 
do with it, not þeing acquainted with the will of the houſe— 
he hoped that the motion would not now be agreed to; but 
recommitted to-morrow to the committee of the whole. 

Mr. HARTLEY was ſorry the motion had been made; he 
hoped the gentleman would agree to put it off until to- mor- 
row, as there were ſome military men, who were not now in 
the houſe, would be very uſeful in the diſcuſſion. 1 

Mr. Hareek could not think but the ſelect committee, 
from this day's diſcuſſion would have ſufficient ground to 
amend the bill agreeably to the ideas. of the houſe ; he ſaid 
it had better be referred now, as when the houſe had alto- 
gether rejected it, it then would be too late: they can form 
an idea of the temper of the houſe on the ſubject. I hope it 
will be referred, and if the committee are not able to do any 
thing with it, at leaſt they can bring it back again in the 
ſame ſtate they took it. He therefore muſt preſs the motion 
on the houſe. | | | | 

Mr. W. LyMaN thought it not right in the gentleman to 
ſend it to a ſele& committee for amendment at this time. — 
If he wiſhed to modify it, he could propoſe an amendment, 
the reſult would then be known—but if ſent to a ſelect com- 
mittee and their report is unfavourable, it would be all la- 
bour in vain, he therefore hoped the motion would be loſt. 

Mr. CRaik ſaid the buſineſs was ſo new to him, and he 
ſuppoſed to many gentlemen beſides, that he wiſhed it to be 
referred according to the motion; he thought that one day 
was not enough to conſider it in; when it was new mo- 
died by a committee, it might have a very different appear- 
ance, and give general ſatisfaction» He had not received 
any information on the general ſtate of the militia, and he 
withed to have ſome little time to collect a proper view on 
the ſubject; great advantages may be derived from recom- 
mitting it. In many parts of the United States, the militia 
was very much complained of; whether this be juſt or not, he 
could not ſay, but he ſhould ſupport the motion 

Mr. KiTCHEL could not ſee what good was to be derived 


1 
from what the gentleman had in view. The houſe never 
came to a deciſion, and if a ſelect committee be now formed; 
what are they to do; very little is to be gathered from what 
has been ſaid : we ought to conſider the principle before we 
recommit it. On which account he ſhould oppoſe the mo- 
tion. | 


Mr. Harn thought with the gentleman laſt up, that it 


could anſwer no kind of purpoſe to diſcharge the committee 
for the purpoſe of re-committing the bill: by its being pro- 
perly diſcuſſed in committee of the whole, gentlemen could 


receive information, and form the beſt poſſible opinion on the 


ſubject to guide their future operations. He hoped the mo- 
tion would not obtain. 84. a 

The motion was negatived without a diviſion. 

Mr. HEaTH ſaid, owing to the want of ſufficient 
in the revenue laws of the United States, conſiderable ſums 
of money had been loſt by the revenue officers ; as was ſeen 
by the reports from the treaſury department. He thought a 
mode might be deviſed that a more ſovereign remedy might 
be applied to prevent ſimilar defalcations in future; he 
ſhould therefore move the following reſolution, which he 
wiſhed tolie on the table : | * 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
whether any, and what alterations are neceſſary to enforce 
the payment of money due from the various revenue officers 
of the United States. Agreed. 

The houſe adjourned at half paſt one o'clock. 


Tueſday, December 20. 


Agreeable to the motion of Mr. D. Foſter it was Reſolved, 
that the committee of claims be diſcharged from the peti- 
tion of Wm. Howe, and that it be referred to the committee 
of the whole, on the petition of ſundry refugees. 

A letter was received from the Secretary of State, incloſ- 
ing the annual report from the directors of the mint, ſug- 
geiting the expediency of ſome alterations in its eſtabliſn- 
ment, to render it more accommodating to depoſitors, and leſs 
expenſive to the public—it was ordered to be referred to Mr. 
Page, Mr. Havens, and Mr. Goodrich; that they examine 
the ſame and report thereon. Ordered, that the letter and 
papers be printed END | E 

Mr. A. Jacx$0wn preſented a petition from James Ore of 
the ſtate of Teneſſee, praying compenſation for five horſes 
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which had been ſtolen from him by a party of Cherokee In- 
dians, ſubſequent to the treaty of Holſton. | 

Mr. W. LyManN preſented. a petition from Gilbert Dench, 
praying to be reimburſed ſundry ſums of money, which he 
had paid on account of the United States for the tranſporta- 
tion of military ſtores during the war. - 
Theſe two petitions were referred to the committee ot 
claims. | * 57 

The order of the day was here called for. 

Mr. DxAR BORN ſaid, before the order of the day was call- 
ed, he would wiſh to obſerve, that there were a number of 
claims called liquidated claims, which ought not to be affect- 
ed by the act of limitation; he therefore moved this reſolu- 
tion : eh i 1s | | 1 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into, 
and report the expediency. or inexpediency of deſignating 
certain claims againſt the United States, to be excepted from 
the operation af the act of limitation” . | 

Mr. W. SMITH ſaid there were objections to this, laſt ſeſ- 
ſion 3 as buſineſs of this kind went through the committee of 
claims, he thought it would be more regular for this to do ſo, 
as that committee was already appointed; he ſhould there. 
fore move an amendment to ſtrike the words © a committee 
be appointed, and inſert the committee of claims be in- 
ſtructed. Mr. Dearborn did not object, his end was an- 
ſwered if the buſineſs was put in any forwardneſs. The 
motion as amended was then put and carried. 

The houſe then, according to the order of the day, reſolved 
itſelf into a committee of the whole, Mr. Muhlenberg in the 
chair. it t gy big , 

The queſtion was whether to ſtrike out the firſt ſection 
or not. nr 4 f | 

Mr. WILLI aus ſaid, a well regulated militia muſt be ac- 
knowledged as the beſt ſupport in a free republic; and as 
every man muſt be intereſted in carrying into effect ſuch'a 
ſyſtem, it became us to pay every poſſible attention to this 
very important ſubject. He thought the preſent ſyſtem very 
exceptionable ; and the one propoſed and now under con- 
ideration, appeared to him compulſive, arbitrary, and not 
agreeable to the ſpirit of a republican government. The 
annual encampments would be very expenſive and injurious 
to morals and induſtry. The regiments thus compoſed would 
extend over a great ſurface, and would want that compact 
lolidity which military corps ſhould poſſeſs. In the bill, all 
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except thoſe exempted) between twenty and twetity-five 
years of age, are to do duty. This was a period, he 
that the pureſt morals ought to be inculcated in youth, in- 
ſtead of which we might reaſonably expect chat 'a greater 
part of them would, in conſequence of their being 'encamped, 
imbibe immoral principles, which would be exceedingly diffi: 
cult ro remove. Beſides, this is a period that young men take 
upon themſelves an active part in life, and begin the world 
for themſelves. -- 62 SNP e 15,097, Tar 49017 30h 
As the clauſe now ſtood, the public muſt be at a vety great 
expence, ſuch as in our preſent circumſtances, we are unable 
to bear. To agree to the firſt clauſe would be legiſlating in 
the dark, as it was impoſſible to know what number of citi- 
. Zens there were within that age, of courſe we cannot form 
an eſtimate of the expences. If ſuch a'ſyſtem was to take 
place, he ſaid, we ought to have been furniſhed with the num. 
ber as near as circumſtances would admit. But as a gentle- 
man obſerved the other day, that before gentlemen nega- 
rived the preſent mode, they would do well to propoſe a bet- 
ter, Mr. W. ſaid, he was of opinion, that a legionary ſyſtem 
would not only be far preferable to the one under confidera- 
tion, but be more agreeable to the minds of the people; fully 
as efficient, and would call for but lirtle aid from the pub lic. 
A legion, he ſaid, was the moſt: efficient corps in ever) 
point of view. A ſelect legion might eaſily be formed from 
every brigade of militia, agreeably to a certain rule of ap- 
portionment which ſhould be fixed by Jaw. ' Moſt 1 
could form one troop of horſe, one company of artillery 
and a battallion of infantry. The regiments which compoſe 
this brigade of reſerved militia, ſhould be divided into infan- 
try, cavalry, and artillery claſſes. Theſe claſſes ſhould be de- 
termined by lot, or by the arrangement of the commandant 
of the brigade. Every regiment ſhould furniſh a certain pro. 
portion of infantry, matroſſes and Cavalry. 'The' claſſes 
ſhould be obliged to furniſh the men for theſscorps complete. 
ly equipped with arms and accoutrements, with à military 
hat or cap, with a coattee, and a pair of overalls. The claſſes 
which furniſhed theſe legionary ſoldiers to be exempted from 
the preſent military regulations. They ſhall be denominated 
the reſerved corps, and ſhall only meet on' the regimental 
parade once in three years, to be inſpected and to recruit the 
legion. The claſſes, in caſe of deſertion or expulſion, ſhould 
be obligated, by pecuniary penalties, to replace rhe man who 
deſerts or is expelled.— If the claſſes refuſe to raiſe the men 
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directed by law, or the by - orders of a ſuperior officer, every 
individual of ſuch claſs ſhould be fined with ſeverity. _ 
The term of the legionary enliſtment to be for years» 
During their ſervice in the legion they might be exempted 
from all works on the road; from all civil duties as jurors, 
and from perſonal tax. Every three years of ſervice to be 
diſtinguiſhed by ſome honorary badge, and that period of ſer- 
vice to exempt the legionary ſoldier from all military duties, 
except when the country was in danger. | 
The lagionery ſoldier, when his time expires, to receive 
a military diploma, expreſſive of his patriotiſm and attachment 
to law and order.— The legionary cavalry and infantry to 
be inſpected and exerciſed in ſquads convenient to their reſi · 
dence times in the year by the legionary adjutant, who 
ſhould be liberally rewarded by government for his military 
ſervices. - The artillery-ſhould be encamped days, and 
ſhould be exerciſed and inſpected by ſome able artillery officer 
in each diviſion. This ſervice to conſiſt in practical experi- 
ments, and government ſhould provide for this expence. This 
corps to be entitled to a ſuperiority in point of pay, and mili- 
tary honour. „ 400110) 12675. US W130i * 5810 
The legions of each ſtate. to be inſpected yearly by the ad- 
jutant general of each ſtate, whoſe rank and emoluments 
ſhould be reſpectable. He ſhould make yearly reports of the 
legionary corps, of the legionary adjutants and of the defects 
the law to the commander in chief of the ſtate, and to the 
ſecretary of war. He ſhould be reſponſible for the good ap- 
pearance and diſcipline of the legion, and therefore every le- 
gionary adjutant' ſhould be recommended or appointed by 
him. The firſt day the artillery ſhould be inſpected ; the ſe- 
cond day the cavalry, the third day the infantry and the fourth 
day the legion ſhould be exerciſed in mock engagements. The 
officers and ſoldiers of the legion to receive 'a compenſation 
for loſs of time. | ? 
In order to accompliſh an uniformity in arms, government 
might furniſh them and charge them to the claſſes at firſt coſt. 
He believed moſt of the ftates could furniſh the legion with 
arms. | | 
The legion ſhould bear the name of the county. or brigade 
diſtri, and ſhould be officered in the firſt inſtance from the 
preſent officers of the militia ; the brigadier general of the 
reſerved corps ſhould always command the legion, and ſupe- 
rior encouragement ſhould be * to the non · commiſſioned 
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officers: The brigadier general to be reſponſible for the-raif. 
ing of the legion to apportion the requiſition to each 
ment, and the commandant of each re to appor tion 
regimental requiſition to each company. Any noglect 2 
obedience of orders to be puniſned with ſeveritx. 

The penalties of non- attendance and other offences would 
deſerve conſideration. He believed no ſyſtem would be ef. 
ficient, if the fines were not given to the officers commanding 
the companies, for their uſe and equipment, and no ſyſtem 
will be ſo juſt as to determine every ſpecies of tuin a 
oy martial. | 

The court members ſhould receive the ame pay as if 0 
any orher duty. - . a | reg al 
When the legion was collected, 0s be ſubject to the article 
of war, except as to corporal puniſhment. It would be beſt 
to arrange a ſyſtem for the legion from the annual reports 
of the adjutant general to the ſecretary of war, who n 
report annually the defects of the law, - 

Mr. Williams ſaid, it appeared to him that there was a 
certain proportion of our citizens better calculated and more 
difpoſed for military duty than others. The” principle 
here laid down would give them ari opportunity to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves according to their genius; but in the clauſe in the 
bill before them, all were to be conſidered as forming tho 
militia, let their genius or abilities be ever ſo much at vari- 
ance with the ſervice. Of what uſe could it be, ſaid Mr. 
W. to-diſcipline men who diſliked the ſervice- In his opini 
it was'only a loſs of time. (1221 

Mr. W. concluded by ſaying that he had . 
i deas together, and ſubmitted them to the conſideration of the 
houſe. They appear to him to obviate many objections which 
had been urged againſt the bill before them, and to remedy 
exiſting evils. The houſe would perhaps think differently 7 
if ſo, they would of eourſe rejet them. He ſhould at al 
events vote for ſtriking out the firſt ſection of the bill before 
them. 114%. 

The queſtion was then put for ſtriking out the firſt cauſe 
and forty-nine riſing in the affirmative it was carried. '' 

Mr. W. SM1TH then moved for the committee to riſe 
report progreſs and aſk leave to fit again; he hoped it would 
be refuſed in order that the bill might be recommitted to a 
ſelect committee. 

M. W. LyMan hoped before the committee roſe, what 


# * . 


related to exemptions might be tried · It appeared to him 
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they ſhould decide, whether the people called Quakers and 


others who conſcientiouſly refuſed to ſerve in. the militia, 
ſhould be indulged. He hoped the principle would be tried · 


Mr. HarTLEy agreed in the ſame deſire with the gen- 


tleman laſt up. 


Mr. Dearzorn agreed in a deſire with his colleague 
(Mr. W. Lyman) that the principle of the bill might be tried, 
but he did not think it ſhould now be done. The general 


principle of exemptions goes a great way, and he thought 
there would be a curtail of the preſent laws of exemption ; 


he thought but few gentlemen would differ on that head: 


But it may as well be diſcuſſed when the report of the ſelect 
committee was made- A general complaint of the preſent 
ſyſtem was that the burden fell on a few individuals. He. was 
not tenacious of his opinion, but he would rather have it re- 
committed before much was ſaid about it. 
Mr. K1TCHEL ſaid, if the whole body of the people were 
formed, exemption might be allowed; but if not, he ſhould, 
form a contrary idea. However he thought. it would be time 
enough to talk about it when the committee reported. He 
hoped the committee would riſe, and that it be referred to a 
ſelect committee · He therefore moved that the committee 


of the whole be diſcharged till it be recommitted to a ſelect 


committee. ta 
The committee roſe and reported progreſs, but on aſking, 
leave to ſit again, the houſe divided» Ayes 34, Noes 35, 
leave was accordingly refuſed. ' | 

Mr. W. SM1TH then moved, that the bill be recommitted 
to a ſelect committee, which was carried. Sixteen, nine and 
five were propoſed for that committee» The queſtion was 
taken on the greateſt number and loſt. Nine was then car- 


ned, and Mr. Dearborn, Mr. Sherburne, Mr. Williams, 


Mr. Thomſon, Mr. Hartley, Mr. Patten, Mr. Cabell, Mr. 
Locke and Mr. Greenup were appointed to that committee. 
Mr. CorT wiſhed to call the attention of the houſe to a 
ſubject, which he thought of ſome importance; it was the 

balances due from certain ſtates to the United States. Three 

years he ſaid had elapſed ſince the report was made by the 

commiſſioners on that ſubject. He did not know what order 
was proper to be taken, but ſomething ought to be done; he 

thought the firſt ſtep would be to alk the debtor ſtates for 

payment. He would therefore ſubmit the following reſolu - 
tion to lie on the table till to-morrow. _ 


Reſolved, That the committee of ways and means be di- 
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reQed to report, whether any, and what farther meaſures 
ought to be taken relative to the balances which, by the re- 


t of the commiſſioners for ſertling the accounts between: 


the United States and the individual ſtates, were found due 
from certain gates to the United States. 

Mr. LivixcsTon ſaid, that by ſome inadvertency two 
clauſes had been omitted in the bill for the protection and re. 
lief of American ſeamen. They were the clauſes reſpecting 
certificates; on which the two houfes had differed in inks 
What has hitherto been done to ſupply the want of them, 
has been by the Preſident, and yet a great number of our 
citizens have been impreſſed. With a view of removing this 
difficulty and again bringing the ſubject before the houſe, he 
moved the following reſolution : 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into 
the operation of the act for the relief and protection of Ame. 
rican ſeamen, and to report what amendments are necefſary 
to be made thereto. 

Mr. Livingſton, Mr. Swanwick and Mr. Grove were 

inted purſuant to the ſame. 

Mr. BLouwT ſaid that Congreſs paſſed areſolution in 1776, 
granting certain bounties and grants of lands to the repre- 

e 


ntatives of officers and ſoldiers, who were lain in battle, 


which he thought equally applied to thoſe who died in the ſer- 
vice · He ſaid both caſes had formerly been conſidered as in- 
cluded, but latterly the ſecretary at war had made a diſtine- 
tion. He ſhould propoſe a reſolution to the houſe, in order 
to have a declaration of their ſenſe upon it. The reſoluting 
was to the following effect: 

© Reſolved, that a committee be appointed to inquire into, 
and report their opinion, on the equity and expediency of ex- 
tending to the repreſentatives of officers and ſoldiers who died 
in the ſervice, the advantages allowed by the reſolution of 
Congreſs, Sept. 16th, 1 ww to the repreſentatives of thoſe 
officers and ſoldiers ſlain by the enemy. Ordered to lie on 
the table. Adjourned at one o'clock» 


- Wedneſday, December 21+ 


A petition of Jeremiah Ciſſel, and others, pilots within * 


bay of Cheſſapeak, was preſented, praying that ſuch regula- 
tions, relative to pilots, may be made by law, as will produce 
greater uniformity than exiſts under the reſpective ſtate pro- 
viſions. Referred to the committee of commerce and manu 
factures 
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A petition of Aaron Reider was preſented, praying relief 


in conſideration of wounds received at the battle of Cow- 
pens, and at Guildford while in the army. Referred to the 
committee of claims. N | | | 

Mr. HEATH called up the reſolution he yeſterday laid on 
the table, reſpecting obtaining monies from revenue officers. 
After ſome converſation on the ſubje&t between Mr. D. 
Foſter, Mr. Heath and Mr. Coir, as to its commitment, it 
was referred to the committee of ways and means. 

Mr. D. FosTfr, from the committee of claims, wiſhed 
that committee may be diſcharged from the further conſider. , 
ation of the petitions of Charles Fierer and David S. Franks, 
as the petitioners were dead, and no perſons appeared to pro- 
fecute the claims. They were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BLouT called up the reſolution he yeſterday laid on 
the table, on the grants to the ſurvivors of ſoldiers who died 
in the ſervice. On diviſion there appeared, Ayes 37, 
Noes 18. t Wadf-1 WI) SHE. ener Th | 

A committee was appointed for that purpoſe of Mr. Blount, 
Mr. Coit and Mr. Hathorn” - 5 5 

Mr. D. FosTrR from the committee of claims made report 
on the petitions of Abſalom Baird, Daniel Byrne, and Jacob 
Beltzhuwer; which were read a ſecond time, and on motion 
the houſe concurred with the committee, that they ought 
ndt to be granted, and that they ſeverally have leave to with- 
draw theit petitions : he alſo reported on the petition of Oli- 
ver Barnett the ſame reſolution. Mr. Muhlenberg ſaid he 
had ſome new information reſpecting the ſubject of this pe- 
tition to offer, which not having yet come to hand, he hoped 
the deciſion would be poſtponed until Monday, which was 
agreed to. STS A 

Mr. PaTTEN moved, that the report of the committee of 
commerce and manufactures made laſt ſeſſion, reſpecting the 
kidnapping of negroes and mulattoes from different ſtates, 
contrary to the laws of the ſaid ſtates, ſhould be committed to 
a committee of the whole houſe. Agreed, and made the or- 
der for Monday. 8 72288 1.8 482 4 

Mr. MILLEDGE preſented a petition from Jonas Fauche 
for himſelf and other officers and men of a troop of militia 
dragoons, under his command-; praying for the amount of 
expences, balance of pay, and other emoluments due for 
ſervice, on an expedition againſt the Creek and Cherokee 
Indians, from April 23d 1793, to. February 29th, 1796, by 
order of the governor of Georgia · 
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Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the Secre- 
tary at War, with inſtructions to examine the ſame, and re- 
port his opinion thereon to the houſe. | 

A petition was preſented from Samuel Freeman, 
poſt-maſter at Portland (Mafl-) ſtating the inſufficiency. of the 
compenſation allowed him by law : he prays it may be ren- 
dered more adequate to his ſervices- Ordered to lie on the 
table. 5 FP f + 26d | 

Mr. Corr moved the houſe to take up the reſolution which 
he yeſterday laid upon the table reſpecting the balances due 
from individual ftates to the United States. He obſerved 
that thoſe balances amounted at the time of ſettlement, to 
three and a half millions, and that with the intereſt paid up- 
on them, they were now four and a half, and it was there - 
fore deſirable that ſomething ſhould be done in the buſineſs. 

Mr. WILLIAxIs ſaid it was to he lamented that they could 
not come at the principle upon which the commiſſioners had 
ſettled theſe balances. He thought if this matter was duly 
examined that thoſe ſtates which were made creditor ſtates 
would not be found to be ſo· He thought the buſineſs of im- 
rtance, and ſuch as might not be hurried thraugh the 
uſe. He did not expect the reſolution would have been 
called up to-day, and therefore wiſhed a few days might be 
allowed before it was decided upon _ *— 24k; 

Mr. W. SMITH ſaid, the reſolution went no farther than 
to inquire into the ſubject, he therefore thought more time 
was not neceſſary to it. If any thing was meant to be done in 
it this ſeſſion, it ought to be expedited. It muſt come under 
conſideration ſome day, he ſaid, and the ſooner the better, 
both for the debtor ſtates and the United States. . ugh 

Mr. W. LYMAN wiſhed it to go into a committee of the 
whole houſe, elſe how could it be executed. He wiſhed to 
know what inquiry could be made : If gentlemen wiſhed 
to inquire, no time more ſuitable than in committee of the 
whole. The principle upon which the accounts were ſet · 
tled, was objected to. A ſelect committee could do nothing 
with this. He wiſhed never to refer to a ſelect committee 
to have an opinion expreſſed, They can meet, they can in- 
quire, they can report, but the uſe. of it in this buſineſs 
would be nothing ; he therefore hoped it would at once be 
referred to a committee of the whole. | | 

Mr. GiLsRRr ſaid it had once been before the houſe.— 
He thought no objection could now be made to its going into 
the hands of the committee of the whole: various c 
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derations may then be made on the ſubject. He truſted a due 
inveſtigation would take place, and that the matter would 
be right adjuſted. 

The ſpeaker reminded the houſe ; he motion was, to refer 
it to the committee of ways and means 

Mr. CotT ſaid he had hoped his reſolution was fo e 
as that no objection could have been made to it. Every 
acknowledged ſomething was neceſſary to be done. The — 
natural way, in his opinion, would be to make an application 
(which had not yet been done) to the debtor ſtates for pay- 
ment; but, ſince they had a committee ſpecially appointed 
to adjuſt all money matters, notwithſtanding what had fallen 
from the gentleman from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. W. Lyman) 
to the contrary, he thought it beſt to direct nn to 
be made by them. 

Mr. BalDpwi ſaid it ſtruck him yeſterday, that this was 
the moſt proper means to bring about this end that could be 
purſued. Some objections had been made to the principle— 
He ſaid the principle upon which the balance was ſtruck 
was generally approved of. The whole of the ſettlement 
ought to be brought, and ſent to the ſeveral ſtates from 
whom a balance is due- He took it for granted the com- 
mittee of ways and means would conſider a proper method 
to propoſe for that purpoſe, and he thought very little dift- | 
culty would attend its ſettlement. _ 

It was moved that John Sears have leave to withdraw his 
petition. © Granted. 

Mr. W1LL1aMs thought ſome progreſs may now be made 
in the buſineſs —— Canadian refugees z he therefore 
called for the order of * day on that ſabject. The houſe 
reſolved itſelf into committee. 

Mr. Muhlenberg in the Chair. 

A conſiderable number of papers having been read rela- 
tive thereto, together with the laſt report of a ſelect com- 
mittee, which was againſt the petitioners, - | 

Mr. GReexve hoped the report, would be agreed to- He 
vas upon the committee who made it. He ſaid, in their ex- 
aminations, they could find no reſolution under the ald go- 
vernment to allow thefe refugees the bounty of lands prayed 
for, and therefore he thought they ought not to be allowed. 

Mr. LtvinGsToN ſpoke in favour of the allowance, and 
called for the reading of a former report in their favour, 
which he hoped would be agreed to. 
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Mr. Stroekxævxs ſaid; upon inquiry of the clerk; he found 
none of the reports on this ſubject had been printed. He 


himſelf ſtood in the predicament of many others who were 
unacquainted with the buſineſs. As it was a ſubje& of com. 
plexity, he ſhould therefore move that the committee riſe, in 
order to have the papers printed. 

Mr. LivincsToN ſaid they had been printed laſt ſeſlinn; 
he hoped the houſe would not Jong delay this buſineſs, 2 
the petitioners had been waiting many FRO He did not 
mind its being deferred a few days. | 

The committee roſe and had leave to ft again, and the 
papers were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CukisriE preſented a petition from” John Sears 
He ſhould aſſign his reaſons: for again troubling the houſe 
with this petition. It may be recol Face, it was — laſt 
ſeſſion to the committee of claims, who had reported favour- 
ably on it · The caſe was ſo plain that there was not a man 
in the houſe that doubted the juſtice of allowing it»; The 
report was agreed to, and went up to the Senate, | who had 
no'time to inquire into the facts, and therefore they never 
acted on it. He was encouraged to hope the ſame fad 
would again influence this houſe to do juſtice to the 1 
er. 

Nr. Macon chought -allinirting a ſerond petition would 
introduce a bad precedent ; but as this caſe. was ſomewhat ex- 
traordinary, as it had paſſed the houſe,” it might alter the 
caſe, but he wiſhed, as it had gone to the Senate, it .had ori- 

inated there now, and a: bill had been brought from thence; 
Fe felt unwilling to deviate from order. 

After ſome converſation about order, the following reſo- 
lution was moved and agreed to: 

Re ſolved, That the memorial of John Sears, preſented Ja- 
nuary zoth 1795, be referred to the committee of claims, 
with inſtruction to report by bill or otherwiſe. 

A meſſage was received from the Preſident, by Mr. Craik 
his ſecretary, notifying that he had ſigned an act bor the more 
general promulgation of ti Jaws, &c. 

Mr. Mapisox, from the committee to whoin was faber 
red the memorial of the commiſſioners of the federal city, 
and that part of the Preſident's ſpeech relative to 2 national 
univerſity, reported a reſolution to the following effect, 
which was referred to a committee of the whole, and made 
the order for Monday : 
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re Reſolved, That it is at preſent expedient that authority 
ſhould be given to enrol proper perſons to receive, in truſt, 
pecuniary donations, in aid of the donations already given 
towards the eſtabliſhment of an univerſity within the diſ- 
trict of Columbia.” | | 
Mr. Dearborn called for the order of the day on the report 
of the committee of claims on the petition of Reuben Col. 
born for compenſation for building of batteaus and for other 
ſervice during the war; the report was againſt the peti - 
tione. | | | 
The houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a committee of 
the whole on the ſubject, when | Os 
Mr. Dearborn faid this claim had engaged the attention 
of the houſe laſt ſeſſion, and that no doubt — to remain 
with the houſe on the propriety of diſagreeing to the report, 
and allowing the claim, but whether the papers had been 
lodged at the proper office in Boſton in due time. (Several 
letters and papers were read to prove that the petitioner had 
done all in his powet᷑ to get the account ſettled) Mr. D. hop- 
ed, therefore, that this would be one of the peculiar cauſes 
againſt which the act of limitation would not be permitted to 
operate. . 
After a few words from Mr. D. Foſter (chairman of the 
committee of claims) in which he acknowledged the juſtice 
of the claim, but that it was barred by the act of limitation, 
Mr. Coit ſaid, as ſome new facts had been mentioned, he 
wiſhed the report to be re- committed. | | 
The committee accordingly roſe, and the report was re- 
committed. | | 
Mr. G1LMAN from the committee of reviſal and unfiniſh- 
ed buſineſs made report of ſome laws that would expire this 
ſeſſion, which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 
Adjourned at one o'clock. 3 


Thuiſday, December 22 · 


A petition was received from Fanny Forſyth, widow and 
adminiſtratrix of Major Robert Forſyth, praying that a law 
may be paſſed to releaſe to the petitioner and her children, 
the title of the United States to a certain lot of land in Fre- 
derickſburg (Virg.) on which a mortgage was executed by 
the deceaſed in his life time, to the late Major Gen. Greene, 
and ſince aſſigned by the executors of the ſaid Gen- Greene, 
to the Comptroller of the Treaſury. 
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Referred to the attorney general to report thereon. 

A petition of John Rearden, was preſented and read, pray. 
ing to be reinſtated on the lift of penſioners, from which he 
had been excluded without any known cauſe ; and alſo, thar 
he may receive the arrears of his penſion from January 1ſt 
1786. Referred to the committee of claims. £ 
Mr. BalDwix called up the report of the committee of 
claims made the 29th of April laſt, on the petition of John 
Gibbons. He moved that it be committed to a committee of 
the whole, and made the order of the day for Wedneſday 
next: which were carried. . 7 2 ALE 

* PATTEN aſked leave of abſence for ten days. Grant. 
„ | 

Mr. HenDeRsoN moved, That the report of the attorney 
groery', relative to the contract entered into between the 
nired States, and John Cleves Symmes, made the 5th of 
May laſt, be committed to a committee of the whole houſe 
on Tueſday next. It paſſed. 
Mr. W. SMITH moved that when the houſe adjourned it 
be till Monday. my MW. ' I 
Mr. Corr wiſhed the gentleman would give his reaſons. 

Mr. SM1TH ſaid there was much buſineſs in the hands of 
the different committees, and he made the motion that they 
may have time to prepare their reports, none of which were 


now ready. 


Mr. Macon ſaid he did not recolle& the honſe ever ad- 
journing from Thurſday till Monday; if it ever had been 
done, he would willingly vote for it, as the neceſſity of ſuch a 
meaſure at this time was ſo well known. | 

Adjourned at 12 o'clock, until Monday morning. 


Monday, December 26. 


A letter was received from the ſecretary at war, incloſing 
a report on the petition of Hugh Lawſon White, which was 
againſt the petitioner. It was read a ſecond time, committed to a 
committee of the whole, and made the order for Wedneſday. 
The ſeveral petitions of Thomas Linzey, in behalf of Paul, 


and Linzey, of George Lucas, of Philip Tabor and of Joſhva 


Whitney, by Timothy Winn his agent, were preſented 
and read ; praying compenſation for * rendered and 
loſſes or injuries ſuſtained in the army. | | 
They were referred to the committee of claims. 
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A petition of John Juhel of New-York, was preſented, 
praying remiſſion of duties paid on certain goods imported, 
into the United States by the petitioner, but which had been 
deſtroyed by the late fire. Referred to the committee of 
commerce and manufactures. ett tl 

Mr. New moved, that the petition of Lawrence Mews 
collector of the diſtrict of Tappahannock, be now referred 
to the committee of ON This petition had been 
referred laſt ſeſſion and not ated on. Agreed. . | 

A bill was ſent down from the ſenate for granting two of 
the principal clerks an additional allowance of one 14060 
dollars per annum each. It was read a firſt time. 

Mr. D. Foſter, from the committee of claims, made a re- 
port in favour of John Sears, together with a bill, which was 
twice, read, ordered to be committed to a committee of the 
whole, and made the order for to-morrow. 

He alſo preſented a report in favour of William Parſons 
an American ſeaman, granting the purport of his petition. 

Mr. W. SM1TH, from the committee of ways and means, 
to whom was referred to report whether any, and what mea- 
ſures ought to be taken relative to the balances found by the 
commiſſioners, for ſettling the accounts between the United 
States and the individual ſtates, to be due from certain ſtates 
to the United States, reported a reſolution to the following 


purport : 

* Reſolved by the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, that 
the Preſident of the United States be required to give infor- 
mation to the ſeveral ſtates which were by the commiſſioners 
found indebted to the United States, of the ſums in which 
they ſtand indebred, together with the intereſt due thereon 
to the preſent time, with a requeſt that proviſion may be made 
for paying the ſame as ſoon as poſſible, which may be made in 
any of the ſix per cents, three per cents, or deferred ſtock of 
the United States, in the ſame manner 'as the United States 
had paid thoſe ſtates to whom they were reported to be in- 
debted by the ſaid Commiſſioners.” | 

This reſolution was read a ſecond, time, and referred to a 
committee of the whole houſe, and made the order of the day 
for Thurſday next. | 

A petition from Amos Ailes and others, inhabitants of Red- 
ſtone, Pennſylvania, was received, praying that the grants 
heretofore obtained by the petitioners, for certain lands at 
polt St. Vincents, N. W. of the river Ohio, may be con- 
firmed to them. 


r 


A committee of Mr. Griſwold, Mr. Reed, Mr. Cooper, 
Mr. G. Jackſon and Mr. Milledge were appointed to ex- 
amine and report on the ſame. 

A memorial was preſented from Joſeph Nourſe, Regiſter 
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of the treaſury of the United States, praying an increaſe of 


ſalary. Referred to the committee on compenſation. > 
Mr. D. FesTeR made report from the committee of claims 
on the ſeveral petitions of George Crookſhank, Joſeph Hull, 
John Learned, Joſeph M Cracken, and John Minor : the 
report ſtates that their ſeveral claims were never made until 


after the time limited by law for the receiving petitions for. 
ſervices rendered during the war; and no ſatisfactory reaſon 


appearing why application was not made in time, the com. 
mittee are of opinion, they ought not to be granted. The 
houſe then read the ſeveral petitions a ſecond time, and con- 
curred with the report of the committee of claims thereupon. 

The petition of Captain Robert Harris was reported on 
after the ſame manner. 

Mr. CxR1sT1E ſaid, as the caſe of this laſt petitioner was 
rather extraordinary, he ſhould move that it be referred to 
a committee of the whole, and made the order of the day for 
to-morrow. Carried. 

Mr. W. Smith ſaid he wiſhed to lay a reſolution on the 
table. It was well known that the city of Savannah in 
Georgia, had ſuffered in the moſt alarming manner, by that 
greateſt of all calamities, fire, ſo that four-fifths of the whole 
town was reduced to aſhes. He was deſirous that ſome relief 
ſhould be afforded to the unhappy ſufferers from the treaſury 
of the United States. He believed there was no precedent 
wherein ſimilar relief had been granted. They had indeed 
afforded relief to ſufferers from the Weſt-Indies.—He did not 
mean that a large ſum ſhould be granted; but he thought 
ſuch a ſum might be given, as, in conjunction with the ſup- 


port which they might receive from other quarters, might 


relieve the diſtreſs which muſt be the conſequence of ſuch a 
calamity. This reſolution was in the following words : 

ce Reſolved that the ſum of ought to be granted to- 
wards the relief of the ſufferers by the late fire at Savannah 


in Georgia.” 


It was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed to 


a committee of the whole to-morrow. 


Mr. SM1TH called up a report made laſt ſeſſion, to amend 
the exciſe laws on diſtilled ſpirits. The preſent mode of col- 
letting that part of the revenue was very defective. 
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The principle of this report was, to prohibit the diſtilling - 
ſpirits in all places except towns-and villages. ' And that no 
ſill ſhould'be licenſed of leſs ſiae than four hundred gallons. 

Mr. Hax rx objected to it, becauſe it would tend to ruin 
the ſmall ſtills; he therefore thought, as ic muſt be conſidered 
of great conſequence, that the houſe ſhould not hurry! the 
buſineſs on. It was then referred to the committee of ways 
and mean... n of nite gry „Ne 

Mr. Coir moved, that ſo much of the report of thè com- 
mittee of reviſal and unfiniſhed-buſineſs as relates to the me · 
morial of Nicholas J. Rooſevelt and Jacob Mark, in behalf 
of themſelves and their aſſociates, which was reported on the 
twelfth of February laſt, be committed to a committee of the 
whole houſe to-morrow. Carried. TR. 

Mr. W. SMtTH moved, that the bill providing for the 
more effectual collection of certain internal Revenues of the 
United States, preſented May the twentieth laſt; be commit - 
ted to a committee of the whole houſe on Monday next. 

Mr. HarPER moved the order of the day, for the houſe 
to go into a committee on the eſtabliſhment of a national uni- 
verſity. The houſe accordingly formed itſelf into a commit- 
tee. Mr. Coit in the chair. pi | | 

When the report was read, Mr. Macon ſaid, there was 
the word appropriation in the report; he did not recolle& 
any having been made for that purpoſe ; he wiſhed to know 
what was meant. | 947 ae | 

Mr. Cxaik ſaid, authority was given from the Preſident 
to appropriate about twenty acres of land for the erection of 
this building; this he ſuppoſed to be what was meant. 

Mr. NicnroLas ſaid, that ſome time or other the inſtituti- 
on of a ſeminary in this diſtri& may be of uſe ; but at preſent, 
and in the manner contemplated in this report, it would not 
do. If carried into effect thus, it will ſome time need an ap- 
propriation- We are now, ſaid Mr. N. going into the bu- 
lineſs, but we know not to what lengths it may carry us; we 
do not know where it will end. He did not think the time 
arrived to incorporate a company. for the building a national 
univerſity. ' It would be taking money from thoſe diſtricts of 
country which can do for themſelves, and would receive no 
benefit from this inſtitution 3 it would be inconvenient and 
inconſiſtent for people living at a conſiderable diſtance to ſend 
their children to this univerſity ; beſides, he thought the fur- 
ther children are from home, by being leſs under the eye of 
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their parents, the more their morals would be injured - If it 
be a national univerſity, it muſt be for the uſe of the nation · 


It will then be neceſſary to open funds for the purpoſe of 


its ſupport.--It is recommended by the Preſident it is true, but 


this is no argument why we ſhould precipitate the buſineſs ;—- 
it is the laſt time he will have an opportunity to addreſs this 
houſe, and it being an object he ſhould like to be encouraged. 


when it was practicable, he took that opportunity to expreſs; 
it. We are not now in a ſituation to forward its eſtabliſh. 


ment- It may be done at ſome time, but Mr. N. thought 


it would be many years firſt: That diſtri& of country would 


be many years before it could encourage the hope of ſuch a 


plan profpering. He thought gentlemen from other parts of 
the Union would not ſay they wanted it for their youth - He 
thought if the houſe once entered into the buſineſs, the re- 
ſpontibility would fall on it to keep up the inſtitution. +} 

Mr. Hanxrræ ſaid, it did not appear to him that the gen-, 
tleman laſt up had attended ſufficiently to this report, for he 
ſeemed to be much miſtaken as to its principle. There was 
nothing in it that contemplated pledging the United States 
to find funds to its ſupport ; nor was it the object of the res: 
port to eſtabliſh a national univerſity. . He agreed with the 
gentleman, that we were not arrived at a period for ſuch an 
inſtitution. But gentlemen would ſee that the object of the: 
commiſſioners was not to eſtabliſh a national univerſity or ob. 
tain money from the United States, but their direct object 
was, to be incorporated ſoas to be enabled to receive ſuch le- 
gacies and donations as may be preſented to the inſtitution, 

and hold it in truſt for that purpoſe. The Preſident had al-: 
ready given 19 acres of land and ſignified his intention to give 
fifty ſhares in the Potowmac canal whenever there was pro- 
per authority to receive endowments. It appears there is 
no authority at preſent. The memorial goes no further than 
to authoriſe them to receive ſuch benefactions as may be made 
and hold them in truſt. How far, then, this went towards the 
involving this houſe to its ſupport, he ſhould leave the good 
ſenſe of gentlemen to judge. Mr. H. thought the amount of 
this memorial could not have any evil tendency, but it may 
have a good one ; for which reaſon he hoped it would be a- 
greed to- | | 4 

Mr. BaLDWix did not know any thing, according to his 
preſent views, which could be injurious in the report. At 
preſent it ſeemed favourable to him. He had two principal 
ideas in his mind, which made it appear ſo if neither of which 
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was cleared up otherwiſe, he ſhould vote for it. The firſt 
thing he ſhould aſk was, is ſuch a thing deſirable? And then, 
is there a ſeminary ſo near the ſpot contemplated, as to make 
it hoſtile in this. houſe to encourage this univerſity? He be- 
lieved there was none that this will injure, but that aneſtab- 
liſhment like this would be very agreeablein that part., If it 
was deſirable; who could undertake it, who encourage it like 
this houſe ? They could not do it themſelves. If then the 
ſtep is a proper one, it can never de too ſoon to commence it; 
although it may be many years before it may be wanted. 

The objection may be, that it would be wrong to incorpo- 
rate a literary ſociety ; but we have frequent — of in- 
corporation; and nothing can prove it improper, ſince no 

uniary aid is required, no grant of money is aſked. If it 
was, I ſhould, like the gentleman before me (Mr. Nicholas) 
diſapprove ir, but not now ſeeing reaſon to object, I ſhall vote 
for the report. | 1 

Mr. CRaik---After the caution the committee had obſerv- 
ed in forming their report, to prevent objections, I am ſorry 
they ſhould be charged with things they do not in the leaſt 
merit. If the report contemplated the raiſing a fund for the 
ſupport of this inſtitution from the United States, there might 
have been ſome ground for gentlemen's objections; but as 
there is not the moſt diftant view of ſuch a thing, I am fur- 
priſed to hear it objected to. I did not expect it from that 
pra (Mr. Nicholas.) I did not expect to hear him 
ay that inſtitutions of this kind were not wanted there; it 
might have come better from gentlemen reſiding in more diſ- 
tant parts of the United States. f 

If this ſubject was now before the houſe, Sir, I ſhould not 
be againſt proving at this time that it is the duty of the 
United States to eſtabliſh an univerſity, and that the ſooner 
it was done-the better: but as this is not the caſe, as we are 
only aſked to permit its encouragement, by allowing theſe 
people to receive benefactions, how can we refuſe ? Shall we 
ſhut the door againſt individual benevelence ? There are ap- 
propriations already made to this inſtitution. There is a fund 
now of fifty ſhares in the canal which is now valuable, and in- 
creaſing in value daily. I think the ſituation for this purpoſe 
very good, and the probable increaſe of the city of Waſh- 
ington will induce many perſons to benevolence for this pur- 
pole. I know of no ſituation more central, and believe there 
is no place of the kind in its neighbourhood; and from an 
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which is now to be appropriated for this univerſity, is the 


that place: They have ſufficient power veſted in them to en- 


tional univerſity I hope they never will agree. But gentler 
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eſtabliſhed knowledge it would be a very uſeful and-deſirable 
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inſtitution, ſhall vote for ite. 
Mr. W. LyMan-—As far as I can underſtand, the land 


property of the United States. Does not this look as 
the United States are to patronize and ſupport this eſtabli 
ment. If we take this ſtep, I ſhall very much wonder i our 
next is not to be called upon to produce money. I do net 
expect much from the liberality of individuals; and can it ht 
expected that people from the remote parts of the United 
States will ſend their children to this ſeminary ?, Surely not, 
and conſequently their money will be loſt. It will be a n. 
tural ſource of diſcontent to them, topay their money merely 
for others to obtain the advantage · It may be very good far 
people there- about, but remote parts cannot derive the leaſt 
advantage from the inſtitution : we are going quite too fal 
into this buſineſs, without attending to probable conſequenes 

I think it would have been more proper, if theſe people 
had only wanted this power, for them to have applied to 
the ſtate legiſlature of Maryland, it would be more to their 
intereſt — duty to encourage a ſeminary if one is wanted in 


— all ſuch laudable undertakings. For us to encours 
age this would be ro do injury, inſtead of having a number 
of ſchools planted in various parts, they are now all to cen 
tre in one: and the people are to neglect all to ſupport this 
one; as others would become very weak 

I flatter myſelf to have as liberal ſentiments on ſuch inſti- 
cutions as other gentlemen, but I do ſincerely think ſmall 
academies are as uſeful as this inſtitution for an univerſity-— 
The large inſtitutions are generally out of the reach of pes 
ple in general, and of the middling claſs in particular. Thele 
ſmall academies have produced many eminent literary charac- 
ters in the country. If it ſhould be neceſſary at any time to 
form a ſeminary for the uſe of that diſtrict, Congreſs would 
not refuſe its encourigement:: but to draw money for u na- 


men ſay this is not aſked; true it is not at this time, but there 
is that in the principle that will moſt certainly lead to it. 
Mr. Dar rox (the ſpeaker) ſaid, if it ſhould ever be the 
policy of the United States to eſtabliſh a national univerſity, 
he was of opinion this was an improper time for making the 
deciſion. He did not believe the committee who made the 
report meant to do more than had been ſtated ; but the ef. 
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fect, he ſaid, would be what had been predicted; this mea- 
ſure would be looked upon as an entering wedge, and they 
ſhould hereafter be told they mult go through with it. If 
entlemen were prepared to ſanction an inſtitution of this 
ind, they would of courſe do it: he was not prepared to 
vote for the meaſyre, but ſhould give it his negative. 

Mr. NicaoLas ſaid he had not heen convinced by the ob - 
ſervations of gentlemen who had ſpaken in favour of this 
report, that all the miſchiefs would not follow this meaſure 
which he before predicted · He ingpired into the purpoſe of 
eſtabliſhing a national univerſity. The Preſident had ſaid 
=_ the commiſſioners after him) it was to eſtabliſh an uni- 

mity of principles and manners throughout the union.—- 
This, he believed, could not be effected by any inſtitution. — 
If, ſaid he, you incorporate men to build an univerſity, are 
you not pledging yourſelyes that you will make up any defi- 
ciency? and, as the building muſt be commenſurate with the 
object, they yould have an enormous empty houſe continually 
calling upon them for contributions to its ſupport» Whate- 
ver moderation had been obſerved in framing this report, Mr. 
N. ſaid it was like many others which came befare them; it 
was ſo covered as not to ſhe half the miſchiefs which would 
attend it. If a plan of education was wanted for that diſ- 
trict, let members from that part of the country ſay ſo, and 
he would be ready to afford them every neceſſary aſſiſtance; 
but he would not think of going into the ſcheme of a na- 
tional univerſity. 

The diſtrict of country from whence he came might ſtand 
in great need of ſeminaries of learning, as had been hinted 
by the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Craik) but their 
Ignorance muſt continue until they were ſenſible of their 
want of inſtruction · He believed there was no federal qua- 
lity in knowledge, and no federal aid was neceſſary to the 
ſpreading of it. Every diſtrict of country was competent to 
provide for the education of its own citizens, and he ſhould 
not give his countenance to the national plan propoſed, be- 
cauſe the expence would be enormous, and becauſe be did not 
think it would be attended with any good effect, but with 
mach evil. 

If an univerſity is wanted for the uſe of that diſtri, or 
any other part, Mr. N. ſaid he would give it all the encour- 
agement poſſible, but he could not agree to go to ſuch great 
leugths—lengtlis which ws. not yet explored. 
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Mr. R. Spgice conſidered the report before them as of 
a very harmleſs nature. The Preſident, he ſaid, had appro. 
priated land upon which to erect the univerſity in queſtion. 
They were not called upon to ſanction that appropriation 
| His power to give it was full and ample. The thing was done, 
and he had promiſed a future donation. -+ The apprehenfions 
of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr- Nicholas) ſeemed to 
ariſe from his conceiving they were about to ſanction a nation» 
al univerſity ſuch as had been recommended by the'Prefi. 
dent; if this were the cafe, although the repreſentative of 
that diſtri, he ſhould not give his vote in ſupport of the 
meaſure- On the contrary, he ſaid, they were called upon 
merely to authorize proper perſons to receive donations for 
an unĩverſity. What ſort of inſtitution this ſhould be, would 
be for the future conſideration of Congreſs. Mr. S. ſaid he 
ſhould always be ready to give his ſupport to every meaſure 
which had a tendency to ſpread knowledge throughout the 
United States, as he believed the progreſs of knowledge and 
liberty would accompany each other. The gentleman from 
'Virginia ſeemed to think this inſtitution would only benefit 
a ſmall circle. He did not think the ſtate of Maryland 
would be much benefited by it, as they had already two good 
univerſities, but he thought it doing no more than - juſtice to 
the owners of property in the Federal city, that this inſtitu- 
tion ſhould be encouraged. What was aſked of them would 
not commit them at all for any thing further, and it would 
be a mean of turning the attention of the people, to the ſup- 
port of an inſtitution of this kind. For theſe reaſons, he 
hoped the houſe would agree to the report. | 
Mr. LivixcsToN ſaid he had thought like the gentleman 
laſt up, that there was nothing in it but what was 
harmleſs, until recurring to the law for eſtabliſhing the per- 
manent ſeat of government, that ſomething more might be 
intended than the eye could at firſt diſcover. Mr. L. ſaid 
he turned the thing a variety of ways in his mind and could 
not account for ſome of its obſcurities. If nothing was in- 
tended but a mere incorporation, why not apply to the ſtate 
that could incorporate ſuch a body. Something farther 
feemed to be intended; public patronage was wanted to ſup- 
port this inſtitution. They were called upon at a moment's 
notice to give their encouragement to this national inſtitu- 
tion. Tis true they were called upon from very reſpectable 
authority. They were not called upon to appropriate the 
public funds to this purpoſe ; but how far the commuſſtoners. 
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are juſtifiable in laying out public lands for that purpoſe he 
knew not ; he had not the law itſelf at hand, but he was 
doubtful about the juſt diſpoſal of it, if in this manner. This 
land was for public uſe ; the uſe. of this land was to erect 
buildings on for the benefit of Congreſs, and if theſe com- 
miſſioners had power to appropriate it for building a national 
univerſity on, they had the ſame power to give it, or make 
uſe of it for any other. purpoſe. Such inſtitutions are not 
public, but private concern. - {od : 1 
This I view as the effects of the reſolution, was it to be 
adopted: but I would not be thought in it as in the leaſt re» 
flecting on the motives of the gentleman who brought it for- 
ward. I believe it will operate, as a. gentleman has juftly 
ſaid, as an © entering wedge,” and at future time we 
ſhall be told, we mult go on; now we have e 
inſtitution, we muſt ſupport it: we ſhall hear more about it 
at a future day. Gentlemen tell you, Sir, that nothing is 
intended but merely to permit its inſtitution. Why cannot 
they obtain this power which is aſked of us, of the ſtate 
where it is wanted? The laws there will permit it, and moſt 
likely it could be obtained. If this report is agreed to, the 
time will arrive when this inſtitution will pretend to a juſt 
claim on this houſe for its ſupport, and the reaſons they will 
hon urge, will have a force which will not be eaſily repel- 
Mr. Maison. —I am very far from conſidering with 
ſome gentlemen that this is a queſtion. of right or policy 
theſe ideas are not comprehended in the preſent queſtion it 
is not whether Congreſs ought to interpoſe in behalf of this 
inſtitution or not; it is whether Congreſs will encourage an 
eſtabliſnment which is to be ſupported entirely independent 
of them. I do not conſider it will aſk a ſingle farthing from 
us: nor that it will pledge Congreſs to — the eſtabliſh- 
ment with any ſupport. The fare of Virginia thought pro- 
per during the war to preſent the Preſident with 50 ſhares in 
the Potomac Canal, in conſideration of his ſervices, which 
he refuſed accepting for his own uſe : he has now offered to 
give it to this inary; ſome other individuals have like- 
wiſe deſtined part of their land for its ſupport, and other be- 
nefactions may be expected the amount of this motion be- 
fore the committee is, whether. we will grant power and ſe- 
curity to perſons to receive ſuch donations in traſt for the. 
inſtitution: I conceive it only in this ſimple point of view-—- 
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And I think if it is worthy of patronage, it ought to be from 
the United States. 

The gentleman from New-York (Mr. Livingſton) feet 
to ſay it is not hereſſary for Congreſs to interpoſe ; us the 
laws of Maryland allow that legiſlature power to doit, and 
they are the moſt proper. Congreſs has the ſole juriſti&iori 
= that diftri& ; it is not with the power of that legiſta. 

: their power in that diſtrict could only operate by vir- 
— of a grant from the United States; although it is neceſ. 
fary, until that diſtrict becomes the permanent feat of 
vernment, the laws of Maryland ſhould be in force there. 
This being the fitnation, the commiſſioners applied to Con. 
greſs to give them power to receive benefactions. 

Another thing which gentlemen have objected to, is its 
being called a national univerſity : the report: does not call 
it fo, it calls it an univerſity in the diſtrict of Columbia; 
which 1 think is materially different. Congreſs may form 
regulations and itiſtitutions which may be very good, and yet 
not be viewed as national inſtitutions. It . in this qualified 
light, for I wiſh not to conſider it'asa burden of the nation, 
I mean to vote for the report. 

Mr. SyR1G6 ſaid it had been inquired why thi legiſlature 
of Maryland could not have granted the commiſſioners what 
they now pray for? He anſwered that they could make n0 
law for that diſtrict which ſhould extend paſt the time at 
which the ſear of government was to be removed there. 
He mentioned ſome inſtances which had taken plate while be 
was a memberof that tegiſlature. This, he ſaid; arcbunted 
for the application of the commiſſioners to Con preſs. 20 

On motion; the'committee roſe, and had leave to fit 

Mr. Cunis Tig brought forward a refolution to call Upon 
the war department to ftate the number of officers and the 
amount of their pay who ſtpod in the exact ſituation with 


Capt. Robert Harris. He ſtated his cafe as peculiarly hard, | 


and wiſhed the matter to be inquired into. 


After a number of obſervations (in the middle of which " 


motion was made to 98 by Mr. W. Smith, which was 
loſt. Ayes be Noes 33.) by Meſſrs: Chriftie, Williams, 
Macon, D. der, Kee and Hartley, the motion was pat 
and loſt, 17 membersonly riſing i in the affirmative. | 
Mr. NicnoLas aſked leave of abſence for Mr. Heath — 
20 days, owing to the peculiar ſituation of his famny, he 0 
was obliged to go out of town. Granted. | 


=” 


Mr. Parxx laid a refolutiory on the table for obtaining 
information from the Preſident, on the ſtate of the treaty 
with Algiers. 5 N * 

A memorial of Willlam Alexander, a furveyor appointed 
by Thomas Hutchins, late geographer of the United States, 
was preſented by Mr. Gregg, praying for compenſation, and 
expences meurred while in that capacity in 1789, and 1790. 
Referred to the committee of claims. Adjourned at 3 


Tacſtoy, December ay. 


The bill was read a ſecond time for granting” additional 
allowance to the clerks in the offices of the Secretary of the 
Senate, and referred to the committee on compenſations. 

A perſtion ef Jane Adams was preſented by Mr. Swan- 
wick, praying that ſne may receive the amount of à prize of 
500 dollars drawn in the ſecond claſs of the United States 
lottery, during the late wary- the certificate of which was 
either loſt or miſlaid, in the year 171m. 

A memorial of Joſeph Ball and others was preſented by 
Mr. Livingſton ;/ the petitioners are holders of bills of cre- 
dit, emitted in purſuance of à reſolution of Congreſs in 
1780+ They pray that ſuch-proviſfion- may be made for the 
payment of the amount of principal and intereſt on thoſe 
bills, as the'Hature of the pablic engagement and juſtice may 
fuopeſhy: i aun TO eee SS 244 bo 4s ANGIE LETS 

Npewtion of Robert Horner, preſented by Mr. Hartley, 
and of John Porter by Mr. Madiſon, praying compenſation 
for ſervices rendered in the army, with the above petitions, 
were referred to the committee of elaime. rr 
2 A memorial of John Cleves Symmes waspreſented'by Mr. 

itchel, praying a fulfilment, on the part of the government, 
of a contract — into with him, for certain lands in the 
territory north weſt of the Ohio. Referred to the committee 


of the whole to whom was committed the report of the at · 


torney 1 that ſubject. ; 

Mr. D. Fos rza, chairman of the committee of claime, 
made report. Reſolved, That the ſeveral petitions of Tho- 
mas Curtice, Gilbert Dean, Richard Keys, James MCalmont 
Thomas Miller, and Joſeph Shorb, cannot be granted, and 
that they ſe verally have leave to withdraw their petitions.— 
The report was read a ſecond time, and the houſe coticurred 
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therewith- Theſe claims, wer all barred by the,a of lin 
tation 

Mr. Swaxwick chairmen of the committee. of commerce 
and manufactures reported, That the memorials and peti. 
tions of Charles White, James Stewart and James Barr, Da- 
vid Scudder, Eleazer Scudder and Samuel Berrien cannot be 
granted... The houſe then concurred to the report. 

Theſe petitions moſtly prayed remiſſion of duties, recovery 
of veſſels ſeized by revenue officers, &c- although in ſomein- 
ſtances their caſe might be hard, yet without making a bad 
precedent and injuring the revenue, by laying open to fraud 
in ſome inſtances, the committee could not report in ann 
the petitioners. 

The ſame committee alſo reported br ws Ny on the 
petitions of Aaron Sheffield and Samuel, Legare, James 
Theus and Samuel Pioleau, but at the motions of Mrs Coit 
and Mr. W. Smith, the Welden of them was, an. 
ed until next Tueſday. * aha 

The order of the day — for on the — of. the 
committee to whom was referred the memorial uf the com- 
miſſſoners of the Federal city, and that part of the Preſident's 
ſpeech, which referred to the eſtabliſhment of. a national uni- 
verlity:,,. he houſe 2 y reſolyed itſelf into a com · 
mittee of the whole on that ſubject, Mr. Coit in the chair, 
when the reſolution, arne by the ſelect committee, hays 
ing been read, no gentle man riſing on the ſubject, the 
chairman inquired if the committee were ready for the quel- 
tion, and on being anſwered in the affirmative, the Wr. 
was put and negatived by a great majority: 

The committee roſe and the chairman reported their dil 
agreement with the ſele& committee. 

The houſe then took up the ſubject. 

Mr. MurRav roſe, expreſſing his great ſurpriſe a at — un⸗ 
expected deciſion on the queſtion .in the committee: was 
very much ſurpriſed to ſee the committee ſo changed, no ops 

palition and yet the report ſo quickly negatived : ſurely A — 
tlemen muſt have miſtaken the queſtion. It is matter 
gret ſuch an important ſubject thould have ſo little conſider. 
ation- The language of the report is perfectly moderate and 
juſt. The gentleman from Virginia, yeſt erday gave us to 
imagine that this inſtitution was to draw its ſupport from the 
national treaſury ; but on examining. the report I; can find 
no ſuch idea held outor intended; and alſo he told us this was 
a national univerſity ; the gentleman's obſervations are 
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grounded in miſtake, or it. was effected by an imagination of 
evils, of which there could not be the molt diſtant apprehen- 
fion- If we refer to the memorial of the commiſſioners,” we 
ſhall ſee, they aſk no money from Congreſs; they only aſk 
you to erect a number of gentlemen into an incorporate ca- 
pacity to enable them to receive donations from thoſe who 
are well diſpoſed towards inſtituting an uſeful ſeminary in that 
diſtrict ; this is no more than they have a right to expect 
from Congreſs, and is the duty of Congreſs to grant. Yet 
the determination of the committee of the whole houſe has 
been carried againſt this very deſirable and reaſonable re- 
queſt. I would again repeat that the language of the me- 
morial is anly to enable them to ſupport a ſeminary of learn- 
ing in that place, and not a ſingle ſhilling is aſked from the 
nation. They only want a medium to act upon,—an act of 
incorporation 5 6 e 

My colleague (Mr. Craik) has ſhewn that it cannot be 
done by the legiſlature of Maryland : that legiſlature has re- 
ſtrained itſelf from any act roſpecting the diſtri& of Columbia 
that will extend beyond the year 1800, when it will become 
the ſeat of the government of the United States. Congreſs 
alone have the power to ere& a corporate capacity in that 
place, and if they now withhold, they will ſmother in the bud 
the efforts of individuals who would wiſh to be generous to- 
wards the ſupport of learning in this new city. On the con- 
trary, how ungenerous will it appear in this houſe to prevent 
this valuable deſign ? How peculiarly humiliating will it ap- 
pear in the view of foreign nations, and how undignified with 
the character of liberal and enlightened in this. If Congreſs 
had paſſed an act agreeable to the report of the committee, 
where would have been the evil? The Preſident has gene- 
rouſly ſignified his intention to make a valuable benefaction, 
not leſs than 5,0001. ſterling, and the wiſe and good in all 
parts of the United States would probably follow his exam- 
ple, particularly in that neighbourhood, if Congreſs would 
put them in a way to receive it: a building would then be 
begun and ſome advances made towards the execution of the 
inſtitution, in proportion to the fund. Inſtead of allowing 
this to be the caſe, every poſſible view has been given un- 
favourable to the plan, and every poſſible ſuppoſition formed, 
though without grounds, which could tend to blaſt it. The 
ideas of gentlemen have been expoſed, that a large empty houſe 
would ariſe ;——that it would draw from the United States 
funds for its ſupport. It may be poſſible, but it is no 
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way probable. Is it not more probable that theſe: gen- 
tlemen, knowing they cannot expect national ſupport, will 
keep themſelves within the bounds of their funds, if the- 
mean to carry on the inſtitution? Certainly this ſeems maſt 
conſiſtent with the wiſdom and prudence of men in that g@ 
pacity. Nothing is aſked of the public in the report of the 
ſelect committee: nothing they have a right toakk ; I theyg- 
fore hope, as the requeſt is perfectly reaſonable, gentleman 
will not be too haſty to oppoſe ſuch a meaſure without due 
conſideration. I therefore wiſh the further conſideration 
of the buſineſs may be delayed; I could ſcarcely believe ſuc 
a deciſion would have taken place in the committee, and myſt 
believe, for the honour of the nation, that when gentlemen 
take time to reflect, they will not act ſo illiberal a part as 6 
refuſe ſo reaſonable and harmleſs a requeſt, when theſe peaple 
only aſk the gower to receive the voluntary ſupport of indi. 
vidual benevolence. | 1 8 
Mr. Mapisen ſaid, the word pecuniary in the report 
the committee did not correſpond with his wiſhes : he wiſhgd 
the expreſſion of the report might extend to all ſorts of dons 
tions: if in order, he ſhould move to firike it out» The 
ſpeaker informed the member it was not in order to maife 
an amendment after the committee of the whole bad report: 
ed their diſagreement. If the houſe chooſe to concur. with 
the committee of the whole, that report cannot be amended;-- 
if they diſagree, it may then be propoſed, and recommitted 
for the amendment. or” * 
Mr. CRAIK.—I muſt confeſs, I feel as much ſurpriſed n 
my colleague on the deciſion which bas juſt been given in the 
committee of the whole. Some gentlemen who oppoſed the 
report yeſterday conceived there was ſome ſecret poiſon lurk 
ing within it—ſome 33 principle not to be diſcoyered 
on its face, which would ſome time produce baneful ipfly- 
ence;—this has been inſinuated though not directly ſaid. H 
ſo it muſt come there by accident, or of itſelf, which thoſe 
gentlemen muſt allow if they will give themſelves the trouble 
to examine the true principle of it, and give it a juſt deciſion» 
When we examine the materials of which this report has been 
formed, viz. the Preſident's communication on this ſubject in 
his ſpeech, and the memorial of the commiſſioners; — e 
mould be led by thoſe gentlemen to believe, that this, which is 
the ground work of the report, is connected to convey ſome- 
thing which may extend further than it ſeems to carry its 
object; this perhaps is the ſecret poiſon hinted at. If we at- 
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have been foſtered in idea: Were I'm the ſituation of the 
Preſident, I am free to confeſs, had I ſtudied my own feelings 
and the great uſe of the inſtitution, I ſhould have recommend- 
ed it- It has been. juſtly ſaid, that the. Preſident, from the 
impulſive importance of it, has taken this opportunity — this 
laſt opportunity to recommend it-—He has recommended it 
with earneſtneſs; which gives an additional proof of his ſin- 
cere regard for the welfare of his country. I hope this will 
not be conceived in favour of the idea ſuggeſted. The com- 
miſſioners ſeem to have anticipated the objections which have 
been made to a national univerſity, and have purpoſely avoid- 
ed inſerting it in their memorial. They have cheriſhed ſimi- 
lar ideas which Ihave, of the eligibility of ſuch an inſtitution, 
but foreſeeing that plan would not be approved they have 
relinquiſhed that, and only requeſted incorporation to enable 
them to act in truſt for the inſtitution. They do not call up- 
on this houſe to put their hand into the public treaſury : they 
ſeem to have poſſeſſed ſomewhat of the prophetic, to ſee the 
neceſſity of forming their memorial ſo little objectionable; 
and yet there is ſuppoſed to be danger in this ſimple requeſt. 
If, then, there is nothing in this report to be collected from 
the Preſident's ſpeech, nor from the memorial of the commiſ- 

ners to favour this idea, what then is there? Gentlemen 
who own property in that diſtri have come forward and to 
their own diſadvantage, offered ground to the ſupport of it; 
why then can it be ſuppoſed chat ſome lurking evil awaits 
within? Although ſome obſervations have been made to 
ſhew that the ſtate legiſlature had power to grant this autho- 
rity, yet it is plain, as has already been proved, they have no 
ſuch power- It has been ſaid by ſome, that if they were ſa- 
tified the ſtate had not that power, they would vote for the 
houſe to agree to the report. I do not ſee reaſon to go into 
the queſtion how far the legiſlature has a right to grant it, 
nor to inquire how far the laws of the ſeveral ſtates ſhould 
operate on us: theſe. are queſtions which are not at all in- 
volved. That diſtrict of country will not be at al, under the 
power. of the legiſlature of Maryland after the year 1800, 
and were they to grant this charter, it-would not be wiſe, juſt, 
nor equitable. They have determined in no inſtance to grant 
any charter or incorporate any ſociety in that diſtrict, if it will 
interfere with the time at which it comes into the hands of 
the United States. It would be wrong in them to extend 
by any inſtrument their ay . authority beyond that 
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time · And can the United States refuſe its ardianſhip to 


an inſtitution which is refuſed patronage from elſewhere 


on ſuch an account as that ftated ? Surely not. This then,! 
think muſt go completely to ſatisfy thoſe gentlemen who hive 
ſtates have power and authority to do- cog be”, 
It is clearly proveable from other cauſes that this ſtate had 
no authority at all. Few ohjections have any validity now, 
that will not remain in force when the general government 
Temoves there. Since then, they would have had no difficulty 
to have obtained this of the ſtate legiſlature before the ceſſion 
of this territory. to the United States, it will be an' unforty. 
nate change for them to be under the United States, peculiar. 
1y fo, if refuſed this ſmall requeft. It has a truly lamentable 
proſpect. of [2s | Baked A! A 
by 0 Gen rlemen have ſuppoſed a reſponſibility, a peculiar, obli. 
gation to fupport it, would be attached to the United States, 
were they to give this privilege. As well might it be ſaid 
that Congreſs, by allowing a bridge to be built, or a road to 
be cut, would incur the expence, or if it could not otherwi 
be done for want of money in the applicants, would be en 
gaged to do it for them at the national expence . If there 
85 ections of force in one inſtance they will apply to the other. 
If this is denied it proves that diſtrict to be 'wretched outcaſh 
being denied a requeſt the moſt reaſonable, natural and jd 
that can be contemplated. Many of the ohjections urged, 


doudts rhat this houſe could not do that which the fevers] 


indeed moſt of them, againſt the admiſſion of this report do 


not go ſo much to the 'excluſion of the meaſure, as to the 
danger of legiſlative interference. Gentlemen ſay, if we 
move in it, —if we put our hands at all to it, we pledge our- 
ſelves to effect it. If this is the ſituation with the people of 
Columbia, the year 1800 will be a woful year to them; this 
is an unhappy preſage of the juriſdiction to be exerciſed on 
that country. If it is inexpedient for that diſtrict to have a 
ſeminary of learning, let gentlemen who could ſtate it with 
truth, come forward and ay ſo : If the objections of gentle- 
men are not grounded on the danger of this houſe pledging 

itſelf ro ſupport the inſtitution nor on the inexpediency of fuck 
a thing in that diſtrict, T am at a loſs, for my ſoul, to conceive 
on what ground their objections are formed. I was ſurpriſed 
yeſterday to hear the oppoſition come from the quarter it 
did; and am equally ſurpriſed to find ſuch an oppoſition now. 
In my view there is a very great want of ſeminaries of learn- 
ing in that part- | 


a 9 £? 


— 


* 1 . wer WW 


PR e WW WP = VoaW , v 


a. > URI 


.* ot 


( 


If we take a view on the ſouth ſide of the Potowmac, for 
a conſiderable extent of country there is no inſtitution to an- 
ſwer any delirable purpoſe. There is the greateſt probabi- 
lity of a rapid increaſe in the population · Is it not reaſona» 
ble then, that an. inſtitution of this kiad ſhould be eſtab- 
liſhed in that place ? And if reaſonable at all, are we to wait 
till the period arrives when the country is thickly inhabited. 
before we commence a building and project the plan? I have. 
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for the purpoſe of finding funds to ſupport. this plan; there 
are funds which preſent themſelves to view- We only want 
a grant to ſecure the benefactions in proſpe&- The ben, 
has employed an handſome benefaction for this purpoſe, and 
much wonder that gentlemen from that part of the Union 
ſhould oppoſe meaſures that would only encourage its recep - 
tion. When I take a view of the extent of country which 
lies much in want of a ſeminary, I feel ſurpriſed that ſuch 
meaſures towards its growth ſhould be denied. | 

If there are any gentlemen here who oppoſe the advance-, 
ment and growth of that diſtrict which they bave taken un- 
der their wing, they ſhould come forward and declare it, we 
then ſhould have ground to account for their conduct. If we 
re determined to deny theſe people common juſtice we diſ- 
pirit them. There is no circumſtance which can occur, that 
vill tend ſo much to diſcourage the growth of that ſtate; if we 
forbear to do them this juſtice we exclude them looking up 
for thoſe common rights which could be enjoyed in any other 
territory of the U. States. I hope this houſe will never de- 
ny to that people—riſing into exiſtence, this ſmall privilege- 
ls it a ſtrange thing, I would aſk gentlemen, for a ſtate to grant 
charters? f anſwer, no. And for this ſtate to be denied this 
privilege only to ſecure a fund for ſuch an excellent inſtitu- 
tion, I believe is quite a novel idea. I hope, if there are any 
doubts on this ſubject, they will lie over for future conſide- 
ration; and I hope we ſhall be careful not to damp the at- 
tempts of that people, by a conduct which could not be refuſed 
by any ſtate in the Union; and that Congreſs ſhould refuſe it 
v ichout aſſigning a ſufficient reaſon is unprecedented. I hope 
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it will lie over for future conſideration, and not be refuſed ſo 


quickly. : | 
It was moved that the buſineſs ſhould lie over until the ſe. 
cond Monday in January. | e 
Mr. Col r was againſt a poſtponement The ſubject, he 
ſaid, had undergone conſiderable diſcuſſion, and he doubted 


not the houſe was as ripe for a deciſion then as they would 


be hereafter- To poſtpone was to protract the diſpatch of 
buſineſs, and conſumed double and treble the time that would 
otherwiſe be occupied on any ſubject. . 

Mr. HARPER hoped the poſtponement would take place, 
becauſe it would give gentlemen an opportunity of putting 
the buſineſs imo ſuch a form as to be more acceptable to the 
houſe. Since the principal objection made to the report was 
founded on an apprehenſion that the houſe would be impli. 
cated in future expenſe by agreeing to it. If ſome method of 
introducing the ſubject could be hit upon, which could obviate 
that objection, it was deſirable it ſhould be done. He there- 
fore wiſhed gentlemen to have time to do this. * 

Mr. NichorAs ſaid, he did not riſe to advance any thing 
new on the ſubject, but to remove ſomething ſaid by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland (Mr. Craik.) He would not wiſn to 
be underſtood to ſay, that we, by refuſing this, promiſe to 
ſupport the inſtitution, but that it would naturally be expect. 
ed, that we having given a ſanction to it, dignity of govern- 
ment, conſiſtency of conduct, and many other conſiderations 
will oblige us to ſupport it : any modification now made, will 
avail nothing; by this act you invite donations to the object: 
If the buſineſs is entered upon at all, it will end as has been 
ſuppoſed—in pecuniary ſupport. | 

I begleave to deny any intention of diſregarding the wiſhes 
or wants of the people of that diſtrict. I think that diſregard 
is not felt by any perſon here, and if ſuch an opinion has gone 
forth, that gentleman muſt attribute it to himſelf. When up 
| yeſterday I ſaid that if that people wanted any aſſiſtance to- 
wards erecting a ſeminary, I would render them all poſſible 
aid. But our officers, and they alone are the projectors of 
this buſineſs, it is not from the people that we are aſked for 
this aid ;—it is from men who were ſent there to manage 
buſineſs : but they are not the people. —Again, the Preſident 
has recommended the meaſure. | 

I would not be ſuppoſed to want a due reſpect either for 
thoſe commiſſioners or for the Preſident ; but merely becauſe 
recommended by them, we are not warrantable to adopt it: 
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I never mentioned words tending to that idea; nor had any 
idea of refuſing the requeſt of that people if coming from 
them, but this is not the caſe. I ſtil] contend that if this 
building goes on upon its preſent principle, it will be a na- 
tional univerſity. If you adopt the plan—-if you begin the 
building, and it is left unfiniſhed, it will remain a monument 
of reproach- I aſk gentlemen, if they ſubſcribe&to the uſe of 


this inſtitution, what would be their views What the views 


of ſubſcribers in general? Would they thinkir-was erecting 
a ſeminary for a diſtri& of country ten miles ſquare? Cer- 


tainly not: it will be expected to be given 'tothe uſe of the 


United States to the ſupport of a national 'tniverfiry. It is 
deceiving the public to ſuppoſe, or aſſert differently. I truſt 


we ſhall negative the propoſition of the committee; and when 


that people ſhall come forward to aſk our aid to the eſtab- 
liſhment of a ſeminary, then let us prove that it is not the re- 
queſt of the people we reject, although. the views of a few 
individuals may not obtain encouragement. &, 
Mr. BRENT ſaid he was at a Joſs to know how gentlemen 
could raiſe the objections which they had made to the report 
in queſtion. He was ſure they could not ariſe from the re- 


port itſelf. This did not recognize the univerſity as a nation 


al univerſity» The matter appeared to him to be ſimply 
this, that ſeveral individuals in the Federal city who were 
greatly intereſted in its proſperity were of opinion that an 
inſtitution of this kind would not only advance the intereſts 
of the city, but be a mean of diſſeminating learning, they 
had therefore prayed an incorporation for the purpoſe. Why 


his colleague ſhould call this a national univerſity, and that 


by a mere act of incorporation, they ſhould pledge them- 
ſelves to ſupport it, was to him aſtoniſhing, and incompre. 


henſible. If any particular hody of men ſhould apply for an 


act of incorporation, by granting it, ſhould they pledge 
themſelves to carry their ſcheme into effect? The thing was 
too unreaſonable to be ſuppoſed. 


Mr. B. ſaid, if he was of opinion that the incorporating, 


of perſons to receive donations for this univerſity, would 
oblige them to foſter this eſtabliſhment, he ſhould be one of the 
firſt to object to it» He ſhould object toit on conſtitutional 
principles; becauſe, whatever had been the practice of that 
houſe, he was of opinion that impoſing of a revenue for ſuch 
a purpoſe, would be unconſtitutional, and arrogating a right 
which they did not poſſeſs. 
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truſted all objections to it would be withdrawn. A free go- 


vernment, he ſaid, had its foundations in wiſdom, and the. 


legiſlature of ſuch a government ought to encourage every 
inſtitution which tended. to inform and enlighten. the pec 


—a.contrary procedure were to ſtifle knowledge, and to in- 


The ſpeaker reminded the houſe that the queſtion of poſt- 
ponement was before them. 5 
Mr. Swaxwick was againſt a poſtponement, becauſe he 
thought the queſtion could as well be decided then as at a 
future day. As the application now ſtood, he was ready to 


give, it/his negative, becauſe he did not think it was proper 


to allow any charter to the commilſioners- If a charter was 
to. he granted, it ſhould be to the people themſelves, and not 
to the commiſſioners. He ſhould therefore vote againſt a- 
Fang 10 the report · He ſhould have wiſhed to have made 

ome further obſervations on the ſubject, but in this ſtage of 
the buſineſs he was doubtful whether they would be in order, 
and therefore he ſhould. withhold them. 

Mr. Gilxs was in favour of a poſtponement, not that he 
wanted time to conſider the ſubject—he was ready to vote 
againſt it, but becauſe the advocates of the meaſure wiſhed. 
it. He himſelf was oppoſed to all kinds of corporations; but 
he did not think the preſent ſubje&t had been fully diſcuſſed, 
and wiſhed more time to be allowed for gentlemen to bring 
forward. the queſtion in any other way which they might 
think would be more acceptable to the houſe. 

Mr. VENABLE ſaid he was oppoſed to a poſtponement. It 
had been repeatedly ſaid that there was nothing alarming or 
under cover in this report. For his part, he believed it to 
be connected with a national univerſity, and that it was in- 


troduced in this ſhape becaufe it was apprehended it would 


not paſs if brought into the houſe without diſguiſe. . 

Mr. V. wiſhed the buſineſs not to be poſtponed, becauſe the 
Maryland legiſlature was then ſitting, and the commiſſioners 
might apply to it and get their buſineſs done; for whatever 
might have been ſaid to the contrary, he believed they could 
as well incorporate them, as foreigners to hold lands ; a na- 
vigation company, Columbian bank company, &c. and if they 
could do this, he believed it would not be ſaid, that when the 
federal government took poſſeſſion of that diſtri, that cor- 
poration would not be valid. If a local ſeminary was only 


intended, he thought this the beſt way of proceeding. 


Under the aſpect which the ſubject before them bore, he 


1 


Mr. Craik believed that moſt of the acts which have 
granted charters to that diſtrict by the ſtate of Maryland 
would expire before the year 1800—they conſider that it is 


in the power of Congreſs, and that only, to extend beyond 


that term. Gentlemen, he ſaid, had pretended much friend- 
ſhip for the people of the city of Waſhington, and differed 
much about the way to ſhow it. The commiſſioners are the 
proper organs of the peopte, through which to ſpeak their 


will, and addreſs themſelves to this houſe : they act for the 


proprietors as well as for the public, and he knew no diſtinc- . 


tion that ſhould prevent this feport from approbation. | _ 
Mr. Moana ſaid the arguments which had been uſed on 
the interferetice of the legillature of Maryland could not 
now be decided, for which he ons, pr it would be proper td 
poſtpone theÞbuſitieſs. He believed t 
ſion, as they uſually broke up about Chriſtmas. Were gen- 
tlemen now to divide, they could not avail themſelves of in- 
formation from that legiſlature, which would tend to throw a 
light on the ſubject. He thought'the nature of the fabje&t 
ſuch, that would permit a delay of a few weeks, at which 
time moſt probably that legiſlature would ſit again. © 
The queſtion for poſtponement was put and carried. 
Kr 
Mr. W. Svrirh môved to call up the reſolution he yeſter- 
dar laid on the table, reſpecting an allowance to the ſufferers 
by the late fire at Savannah; when, on the ſenſe of the 
houſe being taken whether it ſhould be taken into confidera- 
tion or not, there appeared only 16 votes in favour of it. 
Mr. W. SMITH gave notice he ſhould to- morrow again 
move to have it taken into conſider atio 
The houſe went into a committee of the whole on the bill 
for relief of John Sears, which was agreed to without 
amendment, taken up in the houſe, reada ſecond time, and 
ordered to be engroſſed for a third reading to-morrow. 
Mr. D. FosTER reported from the committee of claims on 
the petition of Wm. Parſons, an American ſeaman during 
the war, who was carried to Europe and was not able to re- 
turn until after the ſtatute of limitation was paſt. The com- 
mittee reported in favour of the petitioner. It was reſolved 
to be referred to a committee of the whole hoyſe to-morrow. 
Adjourned at 3 o'clock. | | 1 


hey were not now in ſeſ. 


— — U rb _ 


—— —e — — 


x MF # 


2. * + 


An engroſſed bill entitled « an act for che relief of John 


Sears” was read a third time, and paſſed . 
A petition of William Imlay, commiſſioner of loans for 
the (tate of Connecticut, was preſented by Mr. Goodrich, 


praying an increaſe of ſalary, and 


A memorial of Alexander Furniel, poſt-maſter of Balti. 
more, preſented by Mr. Hindman to the ſame effect. 

They were referred to the committee on compenſation. 

A memorial was preſented by Mr. Hindman from James 
Corrie and Samuel Briſcoe of Maryland, in behalf of them. 
ſelves, and Sidney George in behalf of Joſhua Louttit deceaſ. 
ed, praying the liquidation and ſettlement of their claims for 
ſervices as clerks to the deputy quarter-maſter of Mary land 
and Delaware during the late waer. 


A petition was preſented by Mr. Coir js behalf of Anna 


| Welſh of Connecticut widow of Capt. John Welſh, pra ing 
| 0 lose 


compenſation. Theſe petitions together with that 
White, preſented in 1792, but on which ſome new facts were 
produced, were now referred to the committee of claims. 

Mr. W. Smith wiſhed the houſe to reſolve itſelf into: 
committee of the whole on the reſolution, which he had the 
other day laid upon the table, propoſing to afford ſome relief 
to the ſufferers by the late fire at Savannah. For his part, be 
faid, he could ſee no reaſonable objection which could be made 
to ſo benevolent a propoſition. A gentleman. in the houſe 
had got a plan of the ruins of the city, it was indeed a moſt 
diſtreſsful ſcene. There had never occurred ſo cal amitous an 
event of the kind in the United States, or which had ſo ſtrong 
a claim upon the general government for relief. He ſaid they 
had granted aſſiſtance to the ſufferers by fire at St. Domin- 
go; and ſurely if it were juſtifiable to grant relief to foreign. 
ers in diſtreſs, it was at leaſt equally ſo when the objects were 
our own citizens. If gentlemen had objections to the mes. 
ſure he wiſhed they would {tate them. The ſum with which 
he ſhould think of filling up the blank, would not be ſuch as 
to materially affect our finances. ET 

Mr. MILLEDGE ſaid, if the unfortunate had any claim upon 

government for relief, none could have greater than the cit. 
zens of Savannah. Few houſes, he ſaid, were remaining of 
that city, and thoſe few were the leaſt valuable. Not a pub: 


c building; not a place of public worſhip, or of public juſ- 
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tice; all was a wide waſte of ruin and deſolation, ſuch as 
ſcarcely could be conceived, and ſuch as it were impoſſible to 
deſcribe.» He hoped ſome relief would be afforded to diſtreſs 
ſo unexampled. | | | {3 
Mr. CoorrR ſaid, it was a very unpleaſant thing to come 
forward to oppoſe a meaſure of this ſort : but when they 
looked into different parts of the Union and ſaw 'the loſſes 
which had been ſuſtained at New-York, Charleſton, &c. it 
would appear only reaſonable, that if relief was afforded in 
one caſe, it ought to be extended to another; and if this re · 
folution were agreed to, he ſhould certainly move to have 
ſome relief afforded to New» Vork. He hoped, however, the 
buſineſs would not be proceeded with. If the principle were 
a good one, it would bear going through with; but it would 
be ſeen this would, on the contrary, prove a dangerous one. 
What they did to-day, he ſaid, ſhould bear repeating to- 
morrow. If they were to make good loſſes by fire; there 
would be no occaſion for Inſurance Companies, nor any in- 
ducement to build with brick in preference to wood. He felt 
as much as others for the diſtreſſes of the people of Savan- 
nah, but was of opinion it was not a proper buſineſs for the 
interference of that houſe. - 7 4 
Mr. W. SMITH agreed with the gentleman laſt up that 
this would be conſidered as a precedent, he agreed that they 
ought not to do that to- day which ought not to be done 
to-morrow. It might be brought forward as a prin- 
ciple upon which we ſhould be bound to relieve New- 
York or Charleſton ; but the queſtion is whether this is not 
a diſtin&t caſe? This is a caſe awfully diſtinguiſhable from 
all others, and if a caſe like the preſent will not be often found, 
this houſe are certainly not bound to grant relief in others 
though in this. He truſted ſuch a caſe would not be again 
found to ſolicit relief. Charleſton, he ſaid, had experienced 
a great calamity by fire, but had not aſked relief of that houſe, 
and it was probable if it had, it would not have been grant- 
ed, becauſe” its diſtreſſes are not ſo great · In a diſtreſſing 
ſituation like that now before us, aid can be afforded - by the 
many towards alleviating the diſtreſſes of the few; hence 
ariſes the advantages from public contributions : and would 
that honſe, he aſked, refuſe their aſſiſtance ? It would not be 
felt by the public purſe. It has been ſaid, to adopt this reſo- 
lation would have a dangerous tendenty, in as much as it 
would encourage a negle of inſurance. But the evil is come, 
che unfortunate —— 4 occurred; four · fifths of that 
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unfortunate city has been deſtroyed, and their diſtreſs is great; 
ſuch a circumſtance may not again happen for a century The 
amazing value of 500,000]. ſterling damageis done ; and ſhall 
we refuſe to give a trifle to aſſiſt with others towards remov- 
ing the preſent diſtreſſed ſituation of ſome of the unfortunate 
8 ] truſt not. It is not aſked of this houſe to in 
demnify the loſs of theſe ſufferers : No Sir, it is only aſked 
that the general government ſhould give the trifling ſum of 
fifteen or twenty thouſand dollars to afford theſe people ſome 
relief. | 2764 Ge: The, 20 
We have heard of New-York, and Charleſton; but in 
which of thoſe caſes is this calamity to be compared to Sa-. 
vannah. The diftreſs at Savannah is more than twenty to 
one. It is like a grain of ſand ſtruck off from the mountain, 
I wiſh gentlemen to give themſelves the trouble to draw the 
compariſon. Þ _ 2M l | * 
The citizens of New-York are rich; that is a flouriſhi 
town; it is rich enough to afford itſelf relief when wh 1. 
to; though a ſad calamity, it will ſcarcely be felt; the flouriſh- 
ing ſtate of its commerce will ſoon repair the damage · But 
Savannah wants means to alleviate its own diſtreſs ; not only 
the property is deſtroyed but the means to obtain more. What 
are they to do? Where obtain its former opulence or enjoy- 
ment? They can look no where but to their neighbours, and 
to the government for aſliſtance.,, | Do 
We are told of Charleſton. But the calamity there is 
not more than in the proportion of ten to one with that of 
Savannah. In: Charleſton there was immediately thirty 
thouſand dollars ſubſcribed to elleviate the diſtreſſes of 'thoſe 
people whoſe property was deſtroyed : but this cannot be the 
caſe in Savannah : where is thirty thouſand dollars to come 
from there? Who are toſubſcribeit? All the means are deſtroy- 
ed, and they have nothing left but ſuffering. The calamity 
there is infinitely greater, and · the means infinitely ſmaller ts 
repair it. ? | r | 
Then Sir, if this be the caſe, where is the harm to aſk a 
benefaCtion from the public treaſury, when it would not be 
felt. Suppoſe we were to grant thirty thouſand dollars, what 
is it to the people of this country? Nothing at all: but it is 
ſufficient to draw down on this houſe the bleſſings of that 
la, | | "3-23 of 
8 cannot come under the ſame principle. It is 
an unprecedented calamity, and if a ſimilar circumſtance ſhould 
ever occur, whichis improbable, I chink they ſtiould obtain relief. 
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The queſtion was then put for the houſe to reſolve itſelf 
into a committee of the whole on the ſubje&; and loſt, Ayes 
38, Noes 39- 3 a Ai | 

It was then moved that the committee be diſcharged from 
the farther conſideration of the reſolution. "08, 
Mr. W. LyMax hoped the bufineſs would not be diſpoſed 
of without going into a committee of the whole. He thought 
more reſpect was due to the feelings of the ſufferers than ro 
diſpoſe of the ſubje& without diſcuſſion. He hoped the com- 
mittee would not, therefore, be diſcharged. | Rs 

Mr. HarTLEy truſted the committee would not be diſ- 
charged. He believed the deſtruction of Liſbon by an earth- 
quake did not occaſion greater miſchiefs than the late fire had 
done at Savannah. The legiſlature of Pennſylvania; which 
had no greater power than the general government to afford 
relief to theſe ſufferers, had given fifteen thouſand dollars. 
Indeed he thought it more the province of the general go- 
vernment than of ſtate governments, to afford relief in ſuch 
caſes. 1 828 | 5 

Shall we, ſaid he, treat the citizens of Savannah with more 
diſreſpe& than the people of St. Domingo; this houſe then 
gave ten:thouſand dollars or more for therelief of thoſe peo- 
ple, and ſhall we not now have liberty to diſcuſs the — 
whether to give or not, to our own citizens. Although he 
faid he words not wiſh to draw aprecedent from Engliſh tran- 
ſactions, yet he would obſerve that 4 
lence to the unfortunate ſufferers by the earthquake at Liſbon, 
2 only commercially acquainted, was worth imitation, 
to whom they gave 100, oool. Mr. H. was ſorry — 
ſhould endeavour to prevent this by bringing in the calami- 
ties in New. Vork and Charleſton. Thoſe were only perſonal 
lofſes, this was a general conflagration, a cataſtrophy unpre- 
cedented, and he hoped for the ſake of humanity and national 
honor this houſe would never withhold relief. | 

Mr. Kirenxl thought there wonld be propriety in deter- 
mining at preſent whether it ſhould be — or not- 
There was application going about to the different ſtate legiſ- 
latures for relief, and if it was ſuffered to lie on the table in 
this hovſe, he thought it would much injure the applicants, 
by leaving the different legiſlatures in uncertainty what to 
do, and perhaps preventing their giving a donation towards 
this purpoſe. He ſaid he felt as much as any man for the 
deplorable ſtate of this people, and if it was conſiſtent with 
the conſtitution, would wiſh them to have relief. But, ſaid 
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he; let us now decide; if it is unconſtitutional, I would not 
wiſh to grant it; and if we are not now to grant relief let the 


committee be diſcharged, to open a way for other benefac. 
tions. ä 1 3 5 

Mr. SPpR1GG hoped the committee would not be diſcharg< 
ed; but that they would go into the buſineſs at an early day. 
He ſaid he had not made up his mind how far they had a pow. 
er to afford relief in a caſe like the preſent. There was an 
inſtance, he ſaid, in the relief afforded the daughters of the 
Count de Graſſe, as well as that given to the ſofforers at St. 
Domingo. He wiſhed for further time to make inquiry on 
the ſubject. If there were not inſuperable objections to the 
meaſure, he hoped relief would be afforded. | .,-v 

Mr. HARPER acknowledged that it was ſound policy in go- 
vernment to keep a ſtrict eye over its treaſury ; but this 
watchfulneſs, he ſaid, ought not go to the rejection of all 


claims however juſt and proper. He thought the tenaciouſ- 


neſs of ee a treaſury was carried too far in-the 
preſent inſtance. He would aſk what was the uſe of ſociety, 
if it were not to leſſen the evils of ſuch calamities as the pre. 


ſent, by ſpreading them over the whole community, inſtead 


of ſuffering them to fall upon the heads of a few individuals? 
He thoughtit the duty of government to alleviate ſuch pecu- 
liar diſtreſs as the preſent. It was ſaid this would prove a 
dangerous precedent, and prevent neceſſary proviſions againſt 
fire If they were about to make good the whole of the 
5oo, oool. deſtroyed, there might be ſome ground for the 


alarm, but when 15 or 20 thouſand dollars only were con- 


templated to be given. no great danger could ſurely be appre- 
hended. The fires at New-York, Baltimore and Charleſ. 
ton had been mentioned; but what were the means of Sa - 
vannah when compared with New-York? Not as one to 
twenty. New-York was rich enough to bear her loſs, but 
this could not be ſaid of Savannah, all the inhabitants of 
which were reduced to poverty and diſtreſs. They could not 
therefore get relief from their fellow citizens, and to whom 
could they look for protection and relief with ſo much pro- 
priety as to the general government? When compared tq 
Charleſton, the loſs of Savannah was of ten times the magni» 


tude as that experienced by it. The loſs of Charleſton was 


alleviated by a ſubſcription of 30,000 dollars from its own 
citizens, beſides the handſome contributions which were made 
in other parts of the Union; but there was no property left 
in Georgia to afford relief to its ſufferers. Suppoſe, ſaid Mr. 


* 24 od 


py mY ay wat 


F — 


H. we were to give 30, 000 dollars towards this loſs, what 


would it be when divided among the whole Union? And yet 
it would be enough to draw down countleſs bleſſings upon us 
from theſe objects of diſtreſs. He hoped, therefore, the com- 


mittee would not be diſcharged» It was à caſe of peculiar 
and almoſt unprecedented affſiction ſuch as, he hoped; would 


not again occur; and à deciſion in thier favour would be ap- 
plauded by every man, woman, and child in the Union 

He believed it a caſe not merely ſupported by juſtice and 
right, but nearly attached to the fineſt and moſt noble feel- 
ings of the heart; he believed it would meet the feelings of 
every man of wiſdom to afford relief. He hoped therefore, 


that the merit and importance of the reſolution would induce 


* 


the houſe to let it lie over for future conſiderationk 
Mr. SMITH ſaid if gentlemen's feelings were not to be ap- 
plied to, policy ought to influence the houſe to grant relief to 
that town. Savannah it was well known Was a conſiderable 
commercial city, and by that fire a very material part of our 
revenue was ſunk, and if it could not obtain neceſſary afliſt- 
ance, it would be felt more than the grant of this ſum to its 
ſupport—it would be the general intereſt of the Union to 
reſtore that trade ſoon as poſſible. He hoped therefore, as 
the motion for commitment was only loſt by one vote, the 
houſe would reconſider it. „ nn 2.0 „eh agy 
Mr. StTCREAVES wiſhed to know whether it was in order 
to move to reconſider the vote which had juſt been taken.. 
ſpeaker ſaid the preſent queſtion muſt firſt be diſpoſed 
Of. e | * 5 111.7 
The motion was then put for diſcharging the committee of 
the · whole, and loſt, there being only 20 in favour of it. 
Mr. S1tTGREAVES obſerved, that he voted with the major- 
ty in the deciſion on the firſt queſtion which had been taken; 
of which he wiſhed to move a reconſideration. Very few 
queſtions, he ſaid, had occured ſince he had been a member of 
that houſe on which he could not determine within himſelf 
how to act. On the preſent occaſion; he had however ſuf- 
fered a conflict between oppoſite feelings. He had doubts 
whether they had the right of appropriating money except 
for the public ſervice of the country, at the ſame time that 
he was convinced that if ever there was a claim on the hu- 
manity of the public, Savannah at preſent exhibited that 
claim; and he muſt own that his feelings had, at length, 
vanquiſhed his doubts z and, though he originally voted 
gainſt taking up the meaſure, he ſhould now vote for it. He 
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and one which Would be ſor given 


ity; there being 45 votes for it. 


The houſe accordingly reſolved: ieſelf into a committes of 


the whole, Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair, wen 
Mr. W. Str ſaid, he did not propaſe to fill up the 
blank at that time. If the reſolution was agreed to, the ſam 
could be put in when the bill came into the hauſe. He 
bimſelf ſhould not think of propoſing to fill the blank with 
more than 15,000 dollars. This, it was true, was but : 
ſmall ſum, but it would afford relief to the poorer claſs of ſuf. 
ferers and others could not expect to receive the amount of 
their loſſes. He ſhould move that the committee might riſe 
and report the reſolu tio. 
Mr. HARTIxV called ſor the reading of the act allowing 
relief to the ſufferers by fire at St. Domingo: (It was read: 
It allowed 1 5,060 dollars for their relief, which ſum was to be 
charged to the French republic, and if not allowed in {ix 
months, the relief was to be ſtopped after that time.) 
Mr. Macon wiſhed the act allowing a ſum of money to 
the daughters of Count de Graſſe to be read alſo. He did 
not think either of them in point. The ſafferings of the peo- 
le of Savannah, he ſaid, were doubtleſs very great; no one 
ould help feeling for them. But he wiſhed gentlemen to put 
their finger upon that part of the conſtitution, which gave that 
houſe power to afford them relief. Many other towns had 
ſuffered very conſiderably by fire. He believed he knew one 
that had ſuffered more than Savannah, in proportion to its 
ſize : he alluded to Lexington in Virginia, as every houſe in 
the place was burnt. If the United States were to become 
underwriters to the whole Union, where muſt the line be 
drawn, when their aſſiſtance might be claimed? Was it when 
three-fourths or four · fifths of a town was deſtroyed, or what 
other proportion? Inſurance-offices, he ſaid, were the proper 
ſecurities againſt fire. If the government were to come for- 
ward in one inſtance, it muſt come forward in all, ſince every 
ſufferer's claim ſtood upon the ſame footing. The ſum 
which had been given to the ſufferers at St. Domingo was to 
be charged to the French republic, and that given 'ro Count 
de Graffe's daughters was in conſideration of their father's 


ſervices: But New-York had as great right to come for: 


vb not ſure w hecher he ſhould not commit an error in-doing 
this; butif it was an error, he hoped it was an amiable one, 
Faire i ©, 34K, 


The qveſtion was then taken for going into a committee of 
the whole on the ſubject, and carried by a conſiderable major, 
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ward and expect relief as Savannah. He felt for the ſyffer- 
ers in all theſe caſes, but, he ſaid, he felt as tenderly for the 
conſtitution, he had examined it; and it did not authoriſe; apy; 
ſuch grant; he ſhould therefore be very unwilling to act con- 
trary to it · ITY DR Delle "6, 0 
Mr. RUTHERFURD ſaid he felt a great deal of force on 
what gentlemen had ſaid. There were two circumſtances 
he ſaid, which were perfectly concluſive in his mind. He ſaw 
it our duty to grant relief from humanity and from policy. 
Savannah was a city of a minor, helpleſs ſtate; it was a very 
young flate, yer it was a part of the Union, and as. ſuch, was 
as much entitled to protection as any. ſtate under ſuch a dire 
misfortune ; and it became Congreſs to alleviate their great 
diſtreſss They have loſt much—they have many of them 
Joſt their all. To ſay we will not aſſiſt to relieve, when al- 
moſt every ſtate in the Union is putting their ſhoulders to ſup- 
port theſe people's burden is wrong · The ſtate of Pennſyl- 
vania have done themſelves immortal honour. in the relief 
they have afforded, and ſhall not we help to ſupport this part of 
the family in their diſtreſs. This ſtate is a branch of the great 
family of = Union—it would be in my ideas extremely in- 
conſiſtent ro negle& them · He hoped the motion would be 
adopted, and he hoped it would never be ſaid that the general 
government refuſed to provide help in ſuch a poignant dif; 
treſs occurring in one of its principal tow us.. 
Mr. Hax TLzx ſaid, that the gentleman from N. Carolina 
(Mr. Macon) had voted againſt both of the bills which had 


been referred to- He knew no difference between the con- 


ſtitution of the United States and that of Pennſylvania, yet a 
vote in their houſe had been carried unanimouſly. He thought 
the law for, relief of the ſufferers of St. Domingo perfectly 
in point; for, notwithſtanding; what was ſaid about negoci- 
ation, the diſtreſſes of thoſe people had conſumed all the mo- 
ney before the {ix months were expired. If ever there was 
acaſe in which they could grant relief, this was one. The 
loſes at New-York and Charleſton, he ſaid, would bear no 
compariſon with that of Savannah; they were rich and flou- 
riſhing places, whilſt Savannah was a ſmall city of a new 
tate, and the ſufferers generally poor-, He hoped, therefore, 
the reſolution would be agreed to 

Mr. Mook ſaid the laws which had been adduced as pre. 
cedents. were not in point; for the one ſum. we were, to have 
credit with the French Republic, and the other was in con- 
Aderation of paſt ſervices. The diſtreſs of zhe people of Sa. 
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vannah was not an object of legiſlation; every individual eiti- 
zen could, if he pleaſed, ſhew his individual humanity by ſub- 
ſcribing to their relief; but it was not conſtiturional for them 
to afford relief from the treaſury. If, however, the printi- 
ple was adopted, it ſhould be general. Every ſufferer had 
an equal claim. Lexington in Virginia, contained only one 
hundred houſes, and all except two had been deſtroyed by 
fire. He ſhould therefore move to add Lexington to Savan- 
nah in the reſolution before them; though he would obſerve, 


as he did not approve of the principle, be ſhould vote again 


them both. | | y 
Mr. W. SMyTa wiſhed gentlemen not to endeavour to de. 
feat the propofition before them by an amendment. He dd 
not think there could be a compariſon made between the dif. 
treſs occaſioned by a fire in a ſmall town and one in a populeus 
eity. The deſtruction of Savannah was a great loſs in a na- 
tional view, asit would cauſe a confiderable defalcation in the 
revenue, and probably any money they might advance for the 
relief of the citizens would be amply compenſated, by en- 
abling the city the ſooner to reſume its former importance in 
the commercial ſcalee. An 
Mr. VENABLE did not ſee the difference betwixt the two 
eaſes which was ſo diftinguiſhable to the gentleman laſt up. 
Becauſe Savannah was a commercial city its diſtreſs, accord- 
ing to that gentleman, was indeſcribable, but when-a like 
ſcene was exhibited in a ſmall town it was no longer an ob- 
ject which touched his feelings. His humanity went no here 
but where commerce was to be found: He aſked whether the 
United States might not as well loſe revenue in the firſt in- 
ſtance, as put money into the people's pockets to pay it with. 
Humanity was the ſame every where. A perſon who loft his 
all in a village felt the misfortune as heavily as he who had like 
2 loſs in a city, and perhaps more fo, ſince the citizen would 
have a better opportutiity by means of commerce of retrieving 
his loſs. He was againſt the general principle, as he believed, 
if acted upon, it would bring ſuch claims upon the treaſury as 
it would not be able to anſwer- - | 41 
Mr. MunRay thought the gentleman from Virginia'(Mr- 
Venable) carried his idea of relief too far. He had no idea 
that that hc” < or any legiſlature could undertake to make 
good individual misfortunes. He was of opinion that the lines 
which ſeparated individual from national caſes were very ob- 
ſervable ; the one was happening every day, the other ſel- 
dom occured. When a large town, ſaid he, is burnt down, 
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withholding of it might prevent its ever riſing from its pre- 
r thee. e 

Mr. KiTCHELL was oppoſed. to the amendment and to the 
reſolution itſelf. He had doubts if, even they were to give 
the citizens, 15,000 dollars, as was propoſed b the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, whether they ſhould not, inſtead 
of ſervice, be doing them an injury ; becauſe. if the general 
government were only to, give this ſum, the ſtate legiſlatures 
would proportion their donations accordingly, and probably 
give much leſs than they would otherwiſe have done, if they 
had not had this example before them. He had doubts as to 
the conſtitutionality of the meaſure, he thought the,conſtitu- 
tion did not authorize them to make ſuch an uſe.of public mo- 
ney ; however he thought it might be a very flexible inſtru- 
ment, it would bend to every ſituation, and every ſituation to 
that. He thought in this inſtance.if we grant money, while 
we attempt to an we ſhall eventually injure. As to what 
the gentleman from Virginia ſays of Lexington, Mr. K. 
thought it had been fully relieved ; however he ſhould vote 
againſt both propoſitions. „ 

Mr. Pac ſaid that he was ſorry for his colleague hav- 
ing made this amendment, as he had done it with a view 
to defeat the original reſolution. If humanity alone were to 
direct his vote upon this queſtion, and if the amendment had 
been propoſed more early and ſingly, he might have voted 
for it. Rut that not being the cafe, it, as well as motives of 
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genera] | policy, influenced him in favour of the. original mo- 
| to the amend. 
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ment. He ſhould vote againſt it. He was bound by order 
to conſine himſelf to the ſingle queſtion before the committee. 


This is, Hall the amendment be received or not? He declar. 


ed it as his opinion that the caſe of Lexington ought not to be 
connected with that of Savannah, "which had been, as ſtated 
by the member from South-Carolina, materially different. 
He was reſtrained. by .order from entering into the merits 
of the original reſolution, but he thought that he had a right 
to hint at the motive of policy which would apply to the re. 
ſolution, and not to the amendment. This was, that Savan. 
nah being an important place it would be wiſe and politic to 
prevent its revival from being owing to any other aid than 
that of the general government of the United States. It 
ought not to be under obligations to individuals, or ſingle 
ſtates, and much leſs to a foreign power. , — 
Mr. HARTLEVY hoped the amendment would not prevail. 
If the loſs of the people at Lexington had been greater than 
they could ſupport, they would doubtleſs have applied to the 
legiſlature of Virginia, but he had not heard of any ſuch ap- 
plication having been made. He agreed with the gentleman 
laſt up, that the general government ought to relieve diſ- 
treſſes of this kind. h 
Mr. Muskay inquired when the fire happened at Lex. 
ington? 5 60 3 
. Mooks anſwered, about nine months ago. He 
thought it was the duty of the United States firſt to pay the 
claims which were made upon them by diſtreſſed ſoldiers and 
others for paſt ſervices who were denied juſtice becauſe they 
had paſſed an act of limitation. If they were to act from ge- 
neroſity, he ſaid that generoſity ought to be extended uni. 
verſally. . It was a new doctrine, he ſaid, that becauſe a ſut- 
ferer by fire did not live in a commercial city, he was not 
equally entitled to relief with the inhabitants of a ciry, and 
that though ſuch perſons were called upon to contribute to 
the loſſes of others, they could have no redreſs for their o. 
This ſeemed as if favourite ſpots were to be ſelected, upon 
which ſpecial favour was to be ſhewn. | He was oppofedto 
all ſuch humanity. 1 "FS Ong 
Mr. CLa180RNE was againſt the amendment, but he hoped 
the reſolution would be agreed to; he was ſorry, any gentleman 
ſhould propoſe an amendment like this, purpoſely to defeat a 
motion which would tend to relieve ſuch ſufferers as thoſe of 


Georgia muſt be. -He was not certain whether he could vote 
upon conſtitutional grounds or not. It was: a ſharp con- 
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flict between humanity to that e and the con- 


ſtitution. If any caſe could be admiſſible he thought this 
could; it ought to be remembered that part of the Union has 
ſuffered much. Georgia was a ſlaughter- pen during the war; 
beſides being continually harraſſed by the hoſtile Indians z 
he thought 15,00 dollars would nor be ill ſpent, as from 
motives of policy it would be of more advantage to the United 
States from a quick return the revenue would gain; indeed, 
if conſtitutional, he hoped the ſum would be made more than 
propoſed : theſe are your fellow citizens who are ſuffering, 
and if not ſpeedily relieved the whole intereſt will be involv- 
ed. If in order he would vote that the committee riſe, to 
enable him and, perhaps, many others, to conſult whether re- 
lief could be conſtitutionally granted. He ſaid he felt a great 
propenſity to do it. : =, | 

The motion was put and nepgatived. IN 

Mr. HarPeR hoped the amendment would be rejected, 
for the ſame reaſon that he hoped all amendments which 
were brought forward with the ſame view with which it was 
produced, viz. to defeat the original motion, might be reject- 
ed. He thought every propoſition ſhould rand or fall upon 
its own ground. He wiſhed that of his colleague to do ſo. Mr. 
H. inliſted upon the diſſimilarity of the two caſes, and that 
the diſtinQion of great and ſmall calamity was ſufficient to diſ- 
tinguiſh the two caſes. With reſpect to the conſtitutionality 
of affording the relief in queſtion, that had already been de- 
termined by the ſeveral inſtances which had been quoted, 
which were alſo founded upon humanity. The preſent caſe, 
he ſaid, might juſtly be included under the head of promotin 
the general welfare of the country. Gentlemen whodoubte 
the conſtitutionality of the preſent proceeding, had done the 
ſame in the inſtances alluded to ; bur, ſince their doubts had 
been ſo frequently overruled, he hoped they ſhould hear no 
more of them. With reſpect to the policy of the meaſure— 
Savannah, he ſaid, was the only conſiderable port, except 
Charleſton, which the United States had in that quarter. It 
was ſituated at the mouth of a river which watered a ſpace 
of country containing a thouſand ſquare miles. The average 
revenueof this city was ſeventy-ſix thouſand dollars. Was not 
this, he aſked, an object of importance? Was it not an object 
to foſter, to relieve the diſtreſſes of ſuch a place ? Many great 
ſtateſmen had employed themſelves in founding cities, and 
ſhould they not hold out a helping hand to one in diſtreſs? Pe- 
ter the Greatfoundeda city upon a moraſs,and Louis the XI Vth 
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attempted to buildone in the Engliſh channel. He truſted the 
American government would have more wiſdom than to ſee 
one of her's ſink for want of a little timely aſſiſtaneQ. 
The queſtion was put on the amendment and negatived, 
there being only twenty-ſix in favour of it. | 
Mr. BALDwi1n ſaid, he had doubted whether to make any 
obſervations on this motion, not that he was inſenſible to the 
calamitous ſituation which had been the cauſe of it, but fr 
an apprehenſion that it might be ab n he was too ſtrong 
affected by it · Though it might be diſagreeable to one to 
give his l to urge hig opinions, when his own 
relation to the queſtion was different from that of others, yet 
ſome of the reflections might not be, uſeleſs to.thoſe who were 
to determine it. He was ſure it was not a want of diſpoſi. 
tion to relieve the unhappy ſufferers that had or would draw 
forth an obſervation on this occaſion, but merely doubts as to 
the powers of the federal government in money matters. 
The uſe of a written conſtitution, and of that proviſion in it 
which declared that no money ſhould be drawn from the trez- 
ſury but under appropriations: made by law, was very mani. 
feſt from the caution which it gave in the expenditure of pub- 
lic money, and in laying burthens on the people; yet he be- 
lieved it impoſſible to obtain abſolute directions from it in 
every caſe. The objection is, that Congreſs is empowered 
to raiſe money only to pay the debts and to provide for the 
common defence, and the other purpoſes, exactly as ſpecified 
in the 8th ſection. The objection has often been made, but 
many laws have paſſed not exactly ſpecified in that ſection . 
He mentioned the private acts before alluded to, the law for 
eſtabliſhing light-houſes, to aid navigation in the improve- 
ment of harbours, beacons, buoys and public piers, eſtabliſh 
ing trading houſes with the Indians, and ſome others, to ſhew 
that though the conſtitution was very uſeful in giving gene- 
ral directions, yet it was not capable of being adminiſtered 
under ſo rigorous and mechanical a conſtruction as had been 
ſometimes contended for. He begged leave to aſk and to 
urge the queſtion, whether there was no poſſible accumula- 
tion of calamity and diſtreſs, that might be brought upon 
ſome part of the country, which would juſtify. the Federal 
government in granting ſome relief? No doubt the uſual 
preſſure of private misfortune is relieved by the poor laws 
and other acts of the ſtate governments; but, ſuppoſe a ſtate 
belonging to this Union, the, greater part, or perhaps the 
whole, was ſituated on an iſland, and that at once, by ſome of 
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the great cauſes which we know operate in Nature, by tre- 
mendous convulſions and earthquakes, it was tobe thrown 
into ſuch a ſituation as ſome parts of the world have been, not 
only the whole property of the wretched ſur vivors deſtroyed, 
but their place no longer habitable, would the Federal go- 
vernment think they had no powers even to grant them ſame 
of their new land as a place of refuge? He was ſenſible that 
he had put a cafe ſo ſtrong that the bare mention almoſt ſeem - 
ed improper, and that the mind of no gentleman could follow 
him to that extent. He only wiſhed'to eſtabliſh the principle, 
that there were poſſible inſtances in which it would be the 
duty of the Federal government to interpoſe relief. Whether 
the preſent calamity was ſo great; and the diſtreſs ſo preſſing, 
that proper rellef was fcartely to be expected from the ſtate 
where it had happened, Was a queſtion which he muſt leave 
to their determination. He was ſure they could not want 
for inducements from the nature of the ſcene, or from their 
own diſpoſitions; he chld not wiſh'to heighten the colouring 
in which it ſtood" hefore them. =: . 
Mr. RuTHERFoRD again roſe in ſupport of the motion. 
Is it not clear, he ſaid, that it is the duty of the people at 
large to come forward at this time and hold up the helping 
hand to thoſe poor diſtreſſed people? He preſumed the riſing 
dignity of this great confederation demanded mutual aſſiſt- 
ance in diſtreſs. If the people are left to recover of them- 
ſelves from this terrible dilemma, the nation will ſuffer; ir is 
the duty, and the intereſt of this riſing nation to help the 
people of Georgia; it is a part of this great family, and de- 
mands aſſiſtance from every member, this idea ſhould be con- 
cluſive : but for gentlemen to ſay the law is to have its full 
operation at this time, is ſaying nothing at all: it is pouring 
cold water upon their diſtreſſes; it is as though you were to 
ſay to a man that is drowning, ſtay a while and we will come 
and affift you. This would be poor comfort. · Policy, hu- 
manity and juſtice ſhould prompt the houſe to the noble ac- 
tion. Tf one part of a ſyſtem is injured, the whole ſuffers by 
it: all the generous feelings of the human heart call aloud 
for help, and I hope we ſhall grant it. g 
Mr. N1cHoLas ſaid he meant to have given à ſilent vote 
upon this ſubject, and have left other gentlemen to follow 
their own inclinations in the buſineſs ; but an attempt had 
been made to ridicule the opinion which he and others held of 
the ſacredneſs of the conſtitution. In reference to what had 
fallen from the gentleman from Georgia, he ſaid he had ne- 
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ver heard it ſaid, that no individual inſtance could occur 


which might be an exception to a conſtitutional rule ; he had. 
never heard that our laws ſhould. be, ſo general, as to admit of 


no latitude, or that money ſhould never be expended but for 
payment of debts or for defence. 
Mr. N. ſaid he was not ſatisfied with the diſtinctions made 
on this occafion, viz» that if a few inhabitants of a ook town. 
experienced loſs by fire, they were not entitled to conſidera- 
tion, but if the ſame. calamity, happened in a large city hy 
a claim upon them for relief. He wiſhed to know whether 
they were about to do, hat ought: not to be left undone ? 
There was no caſe in which they were at liberty to act or not- 
If they were bound to afford relief then, were they not 
equally bound at any ſuture period to afford relief in mile 


caſes? If the thing was right and proper relief ought to be 


commenſurate, wich the diſtreſs, otherwiſe they did not do 
their duty. If it was.gtherwiſe, the thing was arbitrary, and 
a whim. If he voted for relieving this caſe, he ſhould feel 
bound to relieve every future diſtreſs. by fire. When an 
amendment was lately under conſideration, it was ſaid to be 
improper, becauſe the evil was of leſs magnitude than the 
preſent. It was not ſo; it was an explanation of the ſub- 
ject. The gentleman from S. Carolina ſaid he had not heard 
of that fire - That gentleman lived near Savannah, and 
other conſiderations beſides thoſe of humanity might influ- 
ence his conduct on the preſent occaſion . Gentlemen had 
ſaid they ſtood in the ſame ſituation as individual ſtates.— 
That opinion, he ſaid, had gone too ;far- The general go- 
vernment had no pow er but what was given to it; but the 
ſtate governments had all power for the good of their ſeve- 
ral ſtates» If, he ſaid, the general welfare was to be extend- 
ed (as it had been inſinuated it ought) to objects of charity, it 
was undefined indeed. Charity was not a proper ſubject 
for them ta legiſlate upon; and if this reſolution were to paſs, 
all the power of which they were poſſeſſed would not be ad- 
equate to raiſe funds to anſwer the demands which would be 
brought againſt the treaſurx. * | 
Mr. Gilxs ſaid if the preſent reſolution paſſed it would 
make them anſwerable for all future loſſes by fire. The 
ſmall ſum of fifteen thouſand dollars was not of any conſe- 
quence, when compared. with the eſtabliſhment of a principle 
of that houſe acting upon generoſity. He believed that nei. 
ther the money, nor humanity, but the eſtabliſhment of the 
principle was the thing aimed at. The unanimity with 
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which a reſolution. had paſſed the Pennſylvania legiſlature, 


was a proof that they believed they had the power to paſs 
ſuch a law. It was faid that the general government poſ- 
ſeſſed the authority. The gentleman from Georgia had faid 
that the affairs of men” made it neceſſary to . from 
the ſtrict onſtitutional power. For his part, he did not think 


they ought to attend to what * the affairs of men,” or what 


generoſity and humanity required, but what the conſtitution 
and their duty required. 
The authority of that houſe, he ſaid, was ſpecified; beyond 


which they ought not to go: this was a principle not within 


the conſtitution, but oppoſed to it. | 
There had, he ſaid, been ſeveral caſes introduced. That 


of the ſufferers of St. Domingo was not a caſe in point.— ' 
They looked for'a reimburſement of the money. He be. 


lieved it had been repaid'; and when the daughters of the 
Count de Graſſe had 4, ooo dollars given them, it was thought 
to be neceſſary to introduce their father's ſervices as a conſt · 
deration. His feelings, he ſaid, were not leſs alive to the calls 


of humanity than thofe of other gentlemen ; but by granting 


the money required, they ſhould go beyond their powers,and 
do no more real injury than good. Ke EL on a 

Mr. W. $M1TH raid that gentlemen had ſpoken of a ſum 
in contemplation, but the queſtion was not on the ſum to be 
granted; that would be for future conſideration, and if gen- 
tlemen wiſhed to make it commenſurate with the object, they 
could do ſo. The preſent queſtion was, whether any relief 
ſhould be granted. He wiſhed gentlemen would ſay, whether 
no caſe of calamity could exiſt, in which the United States 
ought to grant relief. He believed every one admitted ſuch 
a caſe might occur. The queſtion was, whether this was the 
caſe, He truſted it was, ſince it was an unexampled cala- 
mĩty. | | 

The precedents which had been adduced, appeared to be 
no more ſtrongly warranted than this. Firſt, with reſpect 
to the relief granted the ſufferers at St. Domingo. In order 
to make the thing more palatable, it was ſaid that ſum ſhould 
be charged to the French republic. It was proviſional, and the 
fat was they had not admitted it, and the United States paid it. 
In reference to the relief granted to the daughters of Count 
de Graſſe. It was ſaid to be for ſervices. ' Did the daugh- 
ters perform any ſervices ? No; but the father did; but did 
the conſtitution of the United States acknowledge any here- 
ditary claim of this ſort. He believed not. This was 4 
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mere pretence · It was an act of generpfity- Another caſe, 
occured to him which had not been mentioned, viz. the re- 
compenſe allowed to perſons who ſuffered from the · Weſtern 
inſurrection. Was this authorized by the conſtitution any 
more than the preſent ? He believed not.. 
Gentlemen had ſaid, that the legiſlature of Pennſylvania. 
had a right to grant relief. Mr. S. aſked what right they 
had to grant relief to the people of Georgia more than the, 
repreſentatives of the United States? Theſe are their own. 


citizens—the people whom they repreſent, and as ſuch ought. 


to feel for and alleviate their diſtreſſes. E's 

A gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Moore) had ſaid we, 
ſhould not grant relief to thoſe people becauſe we haye. not 
paid our debts. Is this a reaſon? Will a man ſay he cannot 
give to the unfortunate becauſe he is in debt? Was that the 
caſe perhaps people of the greateſt opulence would be as en- 
titled. to excuſe as any other. Men in great buſineſs are ſel. 


dom out of debt; but they may with ſafety be generous a 


charitable. The claims of thoſe ſoldiers and other petitioners 
referred to by that gentleman, ought not to be conſidered 
as a debt. No claim, he ſaid, which was juſtly due was refuſed, 
payment- A certam time was ſet, at which all claims were 
to be brought in, and would have been diſcharged ; ſuch as 
were not, except in very particular caſes, were rejected. 
This was a neceſſary meaſure. and generally approved. of; 
then ſurely thoſe claims which were barred by ti act of 
limitation, could not be conſidered a debe. 
This argument, Mr. S. ſaid would not do: becauſe a man 
owed a little money, or another choſe to ſay he did, he was 
not to be charitable. He thought the houſe fully authoriſed to 
grant relief in this caſe. | F 
In examining different caſes, Mr. S. ſaid he found that 
of che widow of Major Forſyth, and alſo that of the orphan 
children of Major Trueman. Gentlemen would perhaps 
ſay that theſe were caſes where the huſband and anceſtor had 
rendered ſervices to the United States; and he had no doubt 
that the anceſtors of theſe ſufferers at Savannah, and perhaps 


the ſufferers themſelves, had rendered ſervices to the United 


States. If gentlemen pleaſed, therefore, the words, “in 
conſideration of ſervices performed, &c.'”” might be inſerted- 

It had been ſaid, that if the propoſed, donation was made 
by Congreſs, it would leſſen the claim of the ſufferers upon 
individual ſtates; he thought differently. He thought it 
would ſhew that Congreſs believed their caſe a hard one, 
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and deſerving. of attention · But another thing, it was not 
probable that any of the legiſlatures would be in ſeſſion for 
ſome time, except one or two - How then were the ſufferers 
to be relieved ? ' The few thouſand dollars they had yet gat, 
would be a mere Baggatelle towards their immenſe loſs. He 
hoped; therefore, the reſolution would be agreed to. 

Mr. Corr faid he ſhould vote againſt thisreſolution, though 
he felt as much for the diſtreſſes of the people of Savannah as 
any gentleman in that houſe. Nor would his objections be 
on conſtitutional grounds. He thought where there were 
calls of generoſity and humanity on the national treaſury ſuf- 
ficiently ſtrong, he ſhould vote for paying attention to them - 
The preſent, he ſaid, was a call of humanity from the people 
of Savannah; the call was loud and ought to be ſatished by 
ſomebody. The; queſtion was; whether it was made with 
propriety to them. He thought not, and that to agree to 
the reſolution, would be laying a dangerous precedent. He 
conceived the inſtances which had been adduced as precedents 
for the preſent caſe were not in point. The application was 
from foreigners' to the feelings of this government, which he 
thought had been attended to with propriety. But he ſaid 
there was an obvious diſtinction between the two caſes.— 
There was no probability that a foreigner would be liſtened 
to by a ſtate legiſlature; This was a reaſon which did not 
apply to this caſe. Major Forſyth and Major Trueman had 
died in the ſervice of the United States, their families there- 
fore ſeemed to have a juſt claim for protection. The Weſ- 
tern Inſurrection was a very different thing; the grant was in 
conſequence of exer tions in favour of government. 

Mr. C. ſaid it appeared to him from a variety of reaſons 
that this buſineſs would be beſt left in the hands of the indi- 
vidual ſtates. The greateſt difficulty attending.this govern- 
ment, was the —— of money to ſupport its neceſſary 
expenſes. Conſidering this, therefore; as a-precedent like - 
ly to draw great ſums from the treaſury, he wiſhed to avoid 
giving it place. 8 _ 

Mr. W. SMITH ſaid that this ſum could not be a ſerious 
inconvenience to the treaſury, as gentlemen knew there muſt 
be additional revenue provided. Indeed it might be an ad- 
vantage to the treaſury, as it might put the people of Savan - 
nah " a ſtate of paying revenue, which they otherwiſe would 
not be. 

Mr. CLairoORNE ſaid the more he heard, the more he found 
hunſelf in favour of the reſolution. By the diſcuſſion it had 
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* undergone, he was inclined to think it was, perhaps, recon. 
cileable with the conſtitution ; perhaps it was, he ſaid, for he 
was not certain. The annual revenue; he ſaid, of that place 
was ſeventy thouſand: dollars to the United States; beſides 
the great conſideration of it as a frontier town. He had com. 
pared the advantages and diſadvantages with reſpect to it 
relief, in his own mind, and thought it would be highly econ. 
ſiſtent with policy to grant relief. It was a place which 
ad been in great diſtreſs, and had great ſtruggles with ene. 
mies in times paſt- Can it be poſſible to ſuppoſe that we have 
not power to aſſiſt in ereQing that place again, and putting 
it upon a footing to do good to the United States by a return 


of her revenue? Certainly not. Would the cbtninittee be 


willing that Savannah ſhould be eraſed from the revenue 
Are they willing to let it reſt and loſe it? This is impoſſibſe 
Then ſurely it becomes policy to give aid toward its re- exet · 
tion. Unleſs the people do receive ſome aid, it will be along 
time before 70,000 dollars will be again produced from the 
revenue of that place. -' i een 
For what purpoſe was it, Mr. C. aſked, that money wa 
ſpent to erect trading houſes in the back countries? He ap- 
wered, for the general welfare; for the ſupport of trade, 
. and the increaſe of the revenue: ſo will a ſmall far 
given towards the relief of this ſuffering town. If there 
could be' reaſon to grant money to the widows of Major 
Forſyth and Major 'Trueman, there ſurely muſt be' as much 
to do this. That he ſuppoſed was done for the public good, 
and this he thought would equally apply. He was forcibly 
impreſſed with a ſenſe of its being proper and right to grant 


this relief—he thought his conſtituents would be willing to 


do it, and with pleaſure. Except ſomething more conſiſtent 
with reaſon and the general good was advanced, more than 
he had heard, he ſhould vote for the reſolution. bre 

On a diviſion on the queſtion for concurring with the re- 
port of the ſelect cor. mittee, 26 members only roſe in the af. 
firmative, it was th refore not carried. ks 
+ The committee then roſe and reported their diſagreement, 
when the houſe took it up. | 

The queſtion was then taken, and the yeas and nays de- 
manded, . that the houſe do agree with the committee of 
the whole houſe, in their diſagreement to the motion;“ and 
reſolved in the affirmative. Leas 55—Noes 24. 
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* Fhurſtday, December 3 


The b laid before the houſe, a letter from the ſecrs- 
tary of the treaſury, accompanying an account of the receipts 
and expenditures for the year 1795, which was read- 

Alſo, another letter tranſmitting a report and ſundry ſtate- 
ments, exhibiting a view of the debts of the United States 
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on the firſt day of January 1790, 1791 and 1796, purſuant te 
a reſolution ' of the houſe'la ſeſſion, which with the above 
letter was referred to the committee of ways and means. 
Mr. D. Foſter, from the committee of claims, reported a 
reſolution of that committee on the ſeveral petitions of Geor 
Calmere, George Campbell, Henry Roberts and James Row: 
land, © that the ſaid petitions ought not to be granted.” 
Theſe ſeveral petitions were — a ſecond time, and, the 
houſe concurred with the report of the committee thereon. 
Mr. Swanw1cx, from the committee of commerce and 
manufactures, reported on the petition of Francis Coppinger, 
in behalf of Monſieur Reliquet, recommending a diſagree: 
ment to the prayer of the petition, and that he have leave'ty 
withdraw his papers: to which the houſe concurred: 1... 
A petition was preſented from Frederick Hebner of Penn. 
ſylvania, praying compenſation for a quantity of gun- powder 
furniſhed during the War. . 
Alſo, a — David Allſhouſe of e pray. 


ing rene wal of a military warrant for 300 acres of land, doe 
for his ſervices as a captain in the war, which warrant he loſt, 

Theſe petitions were referred to the committee of claims, 

Mr. WILLI Ans moved for the order of the day, — that 
the houſe reſolve itſelf into a committee on the reports oi c 
committees to whom were referred the petitions of 1 8 t 
—_— from Canada and Nova-Scotia, «© 

Muhlenberg in the chair. 

The firſt re ſolution read from the laſt report of the ſelec 
committee on tlũit ſubject was in theſe words, 9 

“ Reſolved; That the prayer of the petitioners Jetcch 
Green and others, from Canada, praying a bounty in land 
and other pay, for ſervices refidered | in the late war with G. 
Britain, ought not to be granted.” This was agreed to 

The ſecond was thus: Reſolved, that a tract of land, al 
not exceeding „ +14, ACTES, be laid off north-weſt of the co 
Ohio river, beginning at the mouth of the Great Miami, and I nc 
extending down the Ohio, not exceeding three timgs the | 
breadth in length, be immediately appropriated to compenſate e 
the refugees rom the Britiſh provinces of Canada, and Nova 
. purſuant to the reſolVes of Congreſs of the 2 301 of i or 
April 1783, and the 13th of April 1785. ee 
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Mr. Williams hoped the ſituation of the land would not 
be mentioned in the reſolution, there were many amn. 
ces that would render it undeveſſary and improper. 20 

Mr. HARTLEY wiſhed to know: where the land was to ibs, 


becauſe the value of land in different places was various: he 


thought they ought to have land, he would not wiſh to be 
thought to object to the reſblotion⸗k 27 

Mr. VENa6LE did not think it neceſſary to mention at this 
time what part ſnould be appropriated to this purpoſe- A 
bill would ve atrocnced in a few ay it could then be 8. 
termined. if 4 DOT CNL. 

If there were 'obje&ions 9 the land l 7 
he hoped gentlemen would then propoſe a ſpot that would 
ſuit every conveniency better. Theſe people, he ſaid, ought 
to be ſatisfied, —it was time they were. 

Mr. Day ro ſaid, that the chairman of the commitree 
had ſaid there was no land near lake Erie of that,deſtriprion, 

belonging to the United Ry: he' wiſhed: to know: what 
foundation. the aſſertion had. t „A lol ave zal gu 

Mr. GREEN U ſaid the An had made what inquiry 
407 could on the ſubject, of perſons well informed, who told 
them there was no land ——_ to the United States ws 
that deſcription. 

Mr. S1TGREAVEs would vote for ftrikidg out che clauſe} as 
it ſtood ; not from any knowledge he had on the juſtice of the 
claims; but if juſt, ſatisfaction ſhould be given . The commit- 
tee had not reported as to the value of land neceſſary to be 
given; the value of land was proportioned to its different 


qualities and location; he thought it would be as well for 


theſe people, to give them military warrants, and let them 
locate by lot: this had heretofore been the method, and he 
thought it would be as advantageous: to them as any, and 
avoid many difficulties with reſpe&co-the grant. 
Mr. Macon” hoped the (queſtion would be divided. 4 1 
liked the propoſition of the gentleman laſt up to ſtrike out, 
and inſert the words propoſed, he therefore would wiſli the 
committee to riſe, and report progreſs; or if the houſe do 
not adopt the ſubſtitute, he hoped it would be recommitted 
Mr. Daros (the ſpeaker) moved to ſtrike out the words: 
relative to location, and ſubſtitute the following reſolution. 
« Reſolved, that proviſion ought to be mods by law for 
granting donations of land to Canadian and Nova Scotia reſu- 
gees, in conformity to the reſolves of Congreſs of the 00 uw 
April, 1783, and the 13th of April, 1785.” 


| 
1 
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- T his: reſolution was adopted- 
Ihe third was, ( Reſalved, that - eee e * 
be granted to eac h refugee from Canada and Nova Scotia. 725 
his . — was attended with three explanatory re- 
ſirictions. It; paſfed, and the chairman read the firſt of theſe 


rules, which Was, that dhe applicant ſhall make proof; before 


ſome court of record, of his actual reſidence in one of the pro · 
vinges. aforeſaid, previous to the day of 11 

- Mr. Oaxexur ſuppoſed this was meant merely.; as. 1 out- 
lines of a plan to be completed when the bill was brought ing 
at this time it was neceſſary that inſtruction ſhould be. given 
to the committee that they may bring in a bill conſiſtent. with 
the will of the houſe. 

Mr. Da rox objected to this, and the two following clayf. 
es. He objected alſo.to the reſolution fur an indiſcriminate 
grant of five hundred acres. of land to each refugee · Some 
of theſe peuple would be found to deſerve more and ſome 
leſs, in proportion to their exertions and ſufferings. Some 
might have loſt large property, or have had large families. 
If. Mr. Dayton had obſerved what the committee were do- 
ing, he would have objected to the paſſing of that clauſe. He 
likewiſe oppoſed the preſent one- This clauſe and the th 
maining two were negatived. 

| 'Tho-comthittee of the whole then roſe. The chairman re- 
ported progreſs. The houſe took up the report · The firſt 
reſolution, and the ſecond as altered in _ —— were 

eed tO - 424 
The queſtion on the third-reſolution was then put, 19 612 

Mr. Macon thought that ie. would be exceedingly i impro- 
per to grant an rel quantity to each, it 2 10 de entire. 
ly circumſtantial. + 

Mr. GREENU was of the ſame opinion ; he ſaid ſome of 
theſe people had ſuffered more than others. The circumſtan-. 
des of ſome were ſuch, that they were in irons in cloſe con- 
finement twelve or fourteen months, many-of them bad the 
warrant ſigned for their execution, and a variety of cruelties 
were exerciſed ; theſe diſtreſſes required conſideration. _. 

Mr. BaLDwiN hoped it would be ſtruck out, the houſe 
ſhould nor go into particulars of the quantity to be given, or 
the circumſtances of the perſons ; he had ſeen great diſſicul- 


ty attending theſe ſpecifications. He did not hke this looſe 


way of doing buſineſs; they need not open land offices for 
that purpoſe ; ſome. way would be found out to _ the peo- 
ple fatisfa&ton. * | 
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Mr. want men, hoped: e committee would not be re- 
ſtricted. 

The queſtion on the third reſblution/ was then pat, and 
loſt. III: 

A committee was then appointed of Meſſieurs Gilman, 
Williams and Greenup, with inſtructions to R þ in a bill 
purſuant- ro the reſolutions as amended. 

Mr. SWAnWI1CK called the order of the day on a report 
of the committee of commerce and manufactures, made the 
laſt ſeſſion, on a memorial from the ſtate of Delaware, re- 
ſpecting the kidnapping of negroes and mulatroes. The houſe 
accordingly reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole'on 
that ſubjec. on "F100 

Mr. utilenderg'n the chain. = 4 20 % 254,318 

Mr. SWANWICK ſaid, that there was a TA ur 
tice in uſe of carrying theſe people away from the place of 
their reſidence, by maſters of veſſels, and ſelling them in other 
parts. The plan of the committee was to get jnſtructions 
from the houſe to bring in a bill, making it neceſſary for every 
maſter of a veſſel to have a certificate of the number and lit. 
ation of any negroes or mulattoes he may have on board. He 
hoped' the me x os would not at all be oppolea, as it ety 
prevented thefts in this caſe. 

Mr. Colt withed to know whether it was necchy for 
the United States to intermeddle with this: he wiſhed the 
report had been more ſutisfactory, and ſtated e inciples 
upon which it was formed with more preeiſion- The evil, 
he doubted not, exiſted, but the law W * create a greater 
evil then that it was intanded to eure. It appeared to him 
that the laws in the ſeveral ſtates were fully adequate to the 
ſubject without farther proviſion; he was not _ to giv e 
a vote on it, either way at preſent: e 19 

Mr. Swanw1ck ſaid, the report was grounded on an ap. 
plication from the legiſlature of Delaware. (Mr. S. here 
read the memorial from that ſtate to Congreſs.) The prac- 
tice, he ſaid, was very injurious and dangerous to that ſtate, 
and he hoped a remedy would be attempted, as it was in the 
power of Congreſs to provide one by this method; ſome of 
the ſtates had made an attempt to remedy this evil, bat their 
laws were broke with impunity» If the reſolution of the com- 
mittee paſſed he ſhould move that the committee bring in « 
bill in purſuance thereunto. 

Mr. LtviNGsTON ſaid he did not objeR to the rineipls of 
the motion.” Fhe committee have ſnewed what the ſtates 
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could; not da, but have not told us what the United States 
could do, to remedy the evil; there could be rt6 queſtion of 
the evil of the action, but the queſtion was, What was 10 re- 
medy this evil? A} 
Ihe reſolutiom was to give aid to the different ſtates; it 
appeared to he too broad; the report ſays that negroes aud 
mulattoes are carried off, contrary to law. If contrary to the 
laws of the ſtates, they certainly, ought to carry their las in- 
to effect. It cannot be done till they ſhow us how. Congreſs 
are to aid them. The committee certainly had not gone far 
enough in their report. There was a difference betwixt re. 
porting on an eſtabliſhed principle, and one which was yet to 
ſettle. He thought the report ought to go back to the com- 


| mittee to be amended. He could not ſee how the laws gf the 


general government could operate over thaſe of the ſeyeral 
ſtates. The caſe of ſtolen, goods would apply to the ſame as 
negroes; they were looked upon, in the ſtates-where.ſlave. 
ry was permitted, as individual property; therefore he 
thought ſtealing in one caſe would apply to the other · He 
— it would go back for the committee to point out à re- 
Mr. Macon moved, that the committee riſe, to male 
room for the gentleman's motion | Net: beide 
Mr. SwWaN wick ſaid: the laws of the different ſtates for- 
bad the ſtealing negroes, but they had no remedy that 
would take effect out of their own ſtate. And although each 
had effect in their own ſtate, yet they had no power on the 
water The intention of the preſent meaſure was to gbli 
maſters of veſſels, when they cleared out of any ports in 
Delaware, when they took any negro or mulatto on board, to 
have a certificate of their being free · The ſituation of the 
ſtate of Delaware, communicating to both the Delaware and 
Cheſſapeak was in this reſpe& particularly expoſed to inſult 
and injury, but this remedy he thought would be effectual 
The gentleman laſt up wiſhed the committee to riſe in order 
to recommit it; he ſhould vote for it, if the gentleman, was 
willing to add, “ to bring in a bill.“ The gentleman was 
in the committee, if he had ſtated his objections there, it 


that the report was a very lame one. 
The object of the bill ſnould have been ſtated more fully 

Mr. MuRRay wiſhed to know what was fully meant by 
the idea of preventing kidnapping+ , He confeſſed he did not 
rightly underſtand the meaning of the word. Was the in- 


Mr. Cort imagined 
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tention of the committee to have reference to the taking of 
free negroes, and ſelling them as ſlaves, or the taking flaves 
to make them free. | 

Mr. SWANW1ck ſaid it was intended to prevent both 
evils It was intended to prevent their being ſtolen from 
their maſters; and alſo, to prevent the power of the maſter 
taking them to the other ſtates to ſell them. This meaſure 
he thought would prevent both. The ſtate of Maryland 
had taken meaſures to prevent it themſelves; they had made 
it a heavy penalty to take a negro out of the ſtate, but that is 
not effectual to prevent the evil now complained of. This 
was meant to prevent the practice by examining ſhips before 
they ſailed, and where they arrived. 

Mr. W. SMITH wiſhed the committee to riſe ; not with 
a view of recommitting the report, but to get rid of the bu- 
ſineſs altogether. The ſubje& he ſaid involved many ſerious 
queſtions It required very ſerious conſideration, and he 
wiſhed it had never come up · It was a queſtion with him 
how far Congreſs had a right to meddle with it at all. He 
felt alarmed on the ſubje&t as brought from that ſtate. He 
conſidered it asa kind of entering wedge, as a gentleman had 
lately ſaid, on another occaſion. It was altogether a muni- 
cipal regulation and not at all connected with trade or com- 
merce, and therefore ought to be left to the ſtare legiſlatures 
to ſettle. - He did not think the conſtitution allowed that 
houſe to act in it. | —— | 

Gentlemen had ſaid that the laws of the ſtate took no ef - 
fet on the waters. This he thought was founded on a miſ- 
take. 'The laws of the ſtates — prevent robbery on wa- 
ter as well as on land, if within the juriſdiction of the United 
States. He hoped the committee would riſe and diſmiſs the 
buſineſs. | ' 40 | 

Mr. Isaac SMITH thought the gentleman knew not the 
proper meaning of the report · It was not to make a law 
againſt ſtealing, merely, but againſt its being done ſucceſsful. 
ly—many inſtances, he ſaid, had occurred, where they had 
been hid for many days on board the ſhips and taken away. 
in the night to the Weſt Indies and other parts of the world, 
to ſell them. It was impoſſible that the exiſting laws of the 
ſtates ſhould prevent this fraudulent practice: the intent of 
this law was to prevent this practice: by being examined 
and forced to take certificates along with them, it could not, 
be eaſily done» The particulars of the remedy would he- 


Aa 


as 3 


more eaſily ſeen when the bill was brought in; it would ex- 
plain itſelf ; it then might be modified, altered, or rejected 
altogether. He thought it could give no offence or caufe of 
alarm to any gentleman : and he was ſure it was no way 
contrary to the conſtitution” EO 
Mr. Macon wiſhed the committee to riſe, and not have 
leave to ſit again: he began to ſee more of the impropri 
of the meaſure than before, and for the ſame reaſons as the 
gentleman from S. Carolina (Mr. Smith.) | 
Mr. S1TGREAves hoped the buſineſs would not be got rid 
of in this way ; he hoped gentlemen would be inclined to 
treat this queſtion'of humanity with as much candovr as they 
uſually ſhew to other ſubjects. He owned he had been very 
much ſurpriſed at the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Mur- 
ray) attacking the ſubje& by that ſide way. The gentle- 
man aſked what was the intention when ſpeaking about 
kidnapping ; he ſeemed not to know the meaning of the 
phraſe ; ſurely this is not that gentleman's wonted candour ; 
he has not commonly ſatiriꝛec in this manner: but no one 
could be at a loſs to underſtand the gentleman's inſinuation 
at this time. a 5 | 
This, Mr. S. ſaid, was introduced to prevent free men from 
being kidnapped—it is honourable in the legiſlature to take 
it op. If it was otherwiſe, that flaves were kidnapped and 
made free men of, he was willing to join with this gentleman 
to correct it. Let us not, ſaid he, becaufe two evils exiſt, 
correct neither, this is not a mode of agreement, ir ought not 
to prevail in this, or any other public body. » _ 
The gentleman from South Carolina wiſhed the committee 
to riſe, in order to get rid of the buſineſs, becauſe it was 
crude and undigeſted. If this is the caſe, let it be put into a 
proper form, by inſtructing the committee to bring in a bill; 
this would obviate all ſuch objections, or give a fair ſcope to 
argument · The report was objected to, becauſe the princi- 
ple upon which it was founded did not appear : then let gen- 
tlemen agree for it to go back to the committee, it would 
then come forward in an explicit form; the gentleman would 
then be convinced that it had no interference with ſtate regu- 
lations, but, in conformity to them all, would render them 
legiſlative aid, to which theif power did not extend. 
Mr. Swanw1ck faid, this houſe had aſcertained a certain 
proof, by which our ſeamen are known, by giving them a cer- 
tificate of their citizenſhip, ſpecifying their perſon and free · 
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dom, which had ted againſt impreſſment. And was it 
not equally neceſſary, and would ĩt not be equally competent 
to protect a man from injuries to which his colour has expoſed 
him? Our unfortunate negroes and mulattoes are expoſed by 
their colour to much inſult. In ſome places, he ſaid, they 
were ſo expoſed, that colour alone was evidence of {lavery.— 
He would not enter into the queſtion whether all ought to 
be free, becauſe it was not immediately before the houſe; 
but if theſe people were black or white, if free, they ought to 
be protected in the enjoyment of their freedom; not only by 
ſtare legiſlatures but by the general government. When gen- 
tlemen came into ſuch a buſineſs as this,they ſhould wait till it 
came before them in a proper form; not reject it, before 
known : gentlemen ſeemed to be going on in the dark. If it 
was not conſiſtent with the conſtitution, it would then be 
proved, as no doubt gentlemen would ſearch for themſelves. 
If this method be adopted, it is poſſible to bring the maſters 
of your coaſting veſlels, and others, to apply for a certificate, 
and thus prevent that fraudulent practice. | 

If ſuch an evil does exiſt, this is the moſt efficient remedy z 
it will anſwer the purpoſe of the gentleman from Maryland, 
by 8 ſlaves being made free men alſo. There 
are laws in ſome of the ſtates, Pennſylvania for one, that 
will not ſuffer ſlaves to be taken out of one ſtate into ano- 
ther. So far as this can operate, ſo far it will be ſucceſsful ; 
but when out of our power when there is a poſſibility of 
evading wholeſome laws, is it not right to ſecure a power to 
aid the inſtitution, by adding to them the force of your ju- 
riſdiction to prevent impoſition? And if it can be done, does 
not humanity. and juſtice require your utmoſt eftort ? Mr. S. 
hoped it would be treated with reſpect, and obtain all the aid 
that it required from the general government. | 

Mr. MurRay did not expect to have raiſed the ſenſibility 
of the gentleman laſt up. It really aroſe from his ignorance, 
he ſaid. He wiſhed to know the origin of the buſineſs: he 
did not know whether it had originated in a memorial, or 
whether it came from the humanity of ſome patriotic mem- 
ber unſolicired. Great and manifold evils did exiſt in this 
point: he meant to make a motion on the ſubject, as Mary- 
land felt heavily from the practice. He confeſſed he was not 
ſufficiently acquainted with the Engliſh language to know the 
proper meaning of the word kidnapping ; he therefore wiſhed 
to know whether it extended to the object he had in view; 
he declared he did not wiſh to encourage the harbouring of 


— — —ͤ—ũ——— — — 
- 


=. © 


negroes; far from it; he wiſhed to prevent it. He did not 
think the law extended far enough on that point: at pre- 
ſent negroes, through the influence of their own minds, or 
the — of others, or both, frequently leave their 
maſters, and are harboured by other perſons ; the law takes 
no notice of this, except it can be proved that the negro 
is ſome perſon's property, and has abſconded ; this is very 
difficult to prove, therefore great evils attend its lenity.— 
*Tis true, if it can be proved that the negro has abſconded 
and was harboured, there was a very heavy penalty inflicted 
— but, he ſaid, this was difficult to prove ; this, he owned 
was his inſinuation, as the gentleman termed it; and upon 
this ſubject he meant to claim the attention of the houſe.— 
This evil, he ſaid, might ariſe from the falſe philoſophy and 
miſplaced philanthropy of the advocates of emancipation.— 
He was ever willing to give the queſtion a fair trial; and 
thought himſelf bound to thank the gentleman for his ex- 
treme benevolence in advocating it- 

Mr. S1TGREAVES roſe merely to acknowledge his pleaſure 
to hear the gentleman was willing for the ſubje& to nndergo 
a full and fair inveſtigation ; how that inveſtigation was to 

on he did not ſay. Mr. S. hoped the ſubje& would not 
bo ot rid of, as a gentleman had wiſhed. If further infor. 
mation was wiſhed on the buſineſs, he had no objection to the 
committee's riſing and recommitting it. If by any thing he 
had ſaid it ſhould be thought that he approved of all the ope- 
rations of emancipation, he would anſwer, this was not the 
caſe ; he believed that too great zeal in a cauſe may carry it 
too far, and produce bad effects; but this was no part of the 
preſent queſtion; it was not to make thoſe perſons free that 
were {laves, but to preſerve thoſe free that were ſo now. 

Mr. SwaNwIcE, to ſatisfy the gentleman from Maryland, 
told him, that the buſineſs came before the houſe from the 
ſtate of Delaware. | 
Mr. W. SM1iTH ſaid, he did not know how far the com- 
mittee ſhould go, he ſhould not vote for the buſineſs to go 
into the committee. He ſaid it was that kind of buſineſs 
which, by the conſtitution, was to be left to the different ſtates, 
he could not agree to the bulineſs going any further. The 
obſervations of the gentlemen from Pennſylvania had con- 
vinced him, that that houſe ought not to interfere with the 
individual ſtates on the ſubje&, the intereſts and policy of the 
different ſtates were ſo various, that it would be a dangerous 
thing to meddle with. He thought it an improper queſtion 
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for diſcuſſion ; he conceived it would be ſound policy not to 
touch it in that houſe. © The gentleman had gone too far, to 
make uſe of the word emancipation. He feared leſt the uſe 
of it ſhould ſpread an alarm through ſome of the ſtates. It 
might imperceptibly lead from ſtep! to ſtep rill it ends in mif- 
chief. nay 

The gentleman ſpoke of the waters : the ſtates have jurif. 
dition over all the navigable waters within their bounds; and 
where two ſtates are eparated by-a' river or bay, it would 


then be eaſy for a negociation between thoſe two ſtates to 


provide ſecurity to their citizens from injury on ſuch waters. 
Let not the general government intermeddle with the ſtates 
policy; it might cauſe very conſiderable conteſts and i injury. 
He hoped it would drop altogether. 

Mr. N1caoLas hoped the buſineſs would not be diſmiſſed. 
We, ſaid Mr. N. who reſide in the Southern ſtates, are un- 
fortunately poſſeſſed of ſuch a kind of property as has a con- 
ſiderable odium attached to it; but if we unfortunately hold 
ſlaves, we ought not to contribute to the making ſlaves of free 
men, but I would wiſh to eſtabliſh them in their freedom. If 
we can give relief as the thing exiſts, let it be, by all nieans 
do it, whether it incur the pleaſure or diſpleaſure of ſome of 
the ſlave holders. He hoped che ſubject would have full! in- 
veſtigation. 

The queſtion was then put for the committee to riſe. Fifty- 
four members riſing in the affirmative, it was carried. 

Mr. S1TGREaves then moved for the committee of the 
whole to be diſcharged from the farther conſideration of the 
report; this, he ſaid, was in order to make way for another 
motion to refer it back to the emen to report by bill or 
otherwiſe. 

The queſtion was put and the committee diſcharſed. 

Mr. SwANWICK moved that the buſineſs be A 
to the committee of commerce and manufactures to report by 
bill, or otherwiſe. | 

Mr. Stregravrs hoped no en would be made to 
this motion; for if the committee brought in a bill it could 
then be objected to the ſame as though the ſubject had never 
been introduced. 

Mr. W. SMITH hoped the laſt part of the motion « by 
bill or other wiſe” would be omitted. Suppoſe, he faid, the 
committee ſhould find it inexpedient to bring in a bill, were 
they obliged to do it ? This would be tying them to a certain 
mode which perhaps they may not approve, and they have 
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not the power left them to negative. He thought the houſe 
ought to follow the uſual courſe and inſtruct the committee 
r oO pars; 
Mr. NicHoLas ſuppoſed the committee would not be of. 
fended, for he did not conſider their power ſo circumſcribed 
as the gentleman laſt up : whether they may find it expedient 
was to be tried. / l ata; | 
Mr. Swanw1ck faid, the minds of the committee were al. 
ready made up, they had reported, and to tye them up not to 
do more than they had already done,—to ſend them back 
without ſome new inſtructions, would be doing nothing at all. 
Mr, Coir wiſhed the ſubje& to be poſtponed for {at 
conſideration before it was ſent to the committee. He hag 
doubts as to the propriety of ſending, it at all. He thought 
it had not had that diſcuſſion a ſubject ſo important required. 
Mr. SWANWICK ſaid, gentlemen in general allow it ought 
to go to the committee of commerce and manufactures; the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Coit, ) is a member of that 
committee; the gentleman from S. Carolina (Mr. Smith) 
is alſo a member; it is ſomewhat ſurpriſing they want infor. 
mation; they ſurely cannot object to its beiug referred, as 
'then they, may have an opportunity to accommodate meaſures 
more to their own deſires. F 5 
Mr. W. SMITH ſaid, he believed this was the firſt time it 
was conſidered in the houſe ; it had been tried in a committee 
but never taken up by the houſe, and now gentlemen with to 
fend it back to the committee with inſtructions to bring in a 
bill. The committee of commerce and manufactures was con- 
ſiderably deranged ſince laſt ſeſſion, when this buſineſs came 
before them, many new members were added, and it requir- 
ed more information before it could come to the concluſion 
preſcribed. 2311 C * 
Mr. SITCREAVES ſaid, if any one good purpoſe could be 
derived to the houſe or to the gentlemen, he would not op- 
poſe ; but he was at a loſs to know what good ebje& conld 
be attained by a delay. With refpe& to what had been ſaid 
by the gentieman (Mr. Smith) that the committee were 
forced to bring in a bill ; he was ſurpriſed ſuch an idea ſhould 
be formed. If that committee report a bill, this houſe is not 
even pledged to paſs it. When the ſubjed is ſent to the com- 
mittee with that inſtruction, can it be conceived that coinmit- 
tee is forced to report a bill? There is no ſuch thing intend- 
ed nor included in the words, as either this houſe ſhould be 
pledged to paſs a bill, or that the committee ſhould report 
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one» The obje& is ws the houfe, through the medium of 
the committee ſhould have a plan prepared for their conſider- 
ation, and the word otheruiſe leaves the committee to exer - 
ciſe its own diſcretion as to the report. 

The gentleman from Connecticut, with a prudence ank 
conſiſtency highly becoming, wiſhes time to think on the ſub. 
ject. But how is that gentleman to have foundation for his 
reflections until a bill is drawn? Mr. S. did not know what 
were the reſources of that genileman's mind, but for himſelf, 
ne muſt own that in all the attitndes which this buſineſs had 
preſented itſelf, he could not diſtinctly ſee the plan. One 
gentleman had ſaid there was no remedy the United States 
could apply but what was incompatible with the laws of the 
individual ſtates ; Mr. S. preſumed, that until he fees the 
mode to be adopted he could not ſay whether it was eaſy or 
difficult» On the whole, he thought to poſtpone the ſubject 
could anſwer no good end, while it might delay the object, 
and do injury. 

Mr. CoiT ſaid, very probably the reſources of his mind 
may not be equal to that gentleman's, he therefore wiſhed 
the ſubject to be delayed, har he might have time to get in- 
to the knowledge of the buſineſs. | 

Mr. $M1TH thought it had beſt be referred to the com- 
mittee of ways and means, if it muſt he committed, as it was a 
matter entirely of a legiſlative nature. The gentleman from 
Pennſylvania (Mr. Sitgreaves) ſaid, that the only way to 
get right was to refer it to a committee to bring in a hill. He 
would aſk what were they to give the houſe ? We muſt de- 
part, ſaid Mr. S. from our uſual cuſtom; we muſt pledge 
ourſelves, and bind the committee to report by bill or other- 
viſe. He thought the houſe ought atleaſt to have one day's 
notice to — the ſubject. He ſaid he was not now fatis- 
hed whether it was conſiſtent with the conſtitution. 

Mr. Coit's motion for poſtponement was then put and 
carried. Ayes. 46, Noes 30. 

Mr. VENABLE gave in a report, from the committee of 
tlections, of the due election and return of Eliſha R. Potter 
from Rhode Ifland, in the place of Mr. Bourne, reſigned. 

Mr. BLouNT then called for the order of the day on the 
report of the ſecretary of war on the petition of Hugh Law- 
ſon White, a ſoldier under General Sevier, againſt the Indi- 
ans The houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into a committee 
of the whole. 

Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair. 


ns 


The * n che committee id 
then read. 

% That the claim ſer forth i in the ſaid petition, is inteng 
to eſtabliſh a principle that will apply to the whole of the n 
bein which were called, out under Brigadier General Sov 
in 1793, to ere againſt certain inn. ſouth-wel 
of the Ohio.” :. 

« That the expedition againſt theſe lodians, a as appearsf 
the muſter rolls, comprehended a period of above five n 
or from the 22d July to 31ſt December 1793.“ 

That it was undertaken without authority derived fr on 
the Preſident, under the laws of the United States, andfor 
the avowed purpoſe of carrying the Wa into the len 
country.. 

« That the tenor of the 8 from the depart 
of war to the governor of the ſouth-weſtern territory, . 
bade offenſive operations. 

That theſe conſiderations have heretofore oe lu 
ſettlement of the claim, and occaſioned the reference for leg 
lative interference. | 

Having given theſe facts; it may be proper to add, that 
it appears, — a recurrence to official papers, that the Indians 
had greatly perplexed and harraſſed by thefts and murders, 
the frontier inhabitants of Teneſſee; and previous to the ſets 
vice, for which compenſation is demanded, had ſhown thems 
ſelves in conſiderable force, and killed at two ſtations (one q 
them within ſeven miles of Knoxville) fifteen perſons, includ- 
ing women and children, as ſtated in the annexed letter ; that 
it muſt reſt with Congreſs to judge how far theſe agg reſſſaꝶ 
of Indians, and ſuch other circumſtances as can be adduced 
to the parties, conſtitute a caſe of imminent ee or. * 
expedition a juſt and neceſſary meaſure T 2 


* 
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C Py of a letter from Daniel Smith, to the Secretary of 2 
A dated Knoxville, 1/t October, 4795* \ [irn 
IR, 


« BY adverting t to the correſpondence. of gore 
Blount, in the year 1793 (previous to his going to 

phia) with Mr. Secretary Knox, it will appear that very fre- 
quent acts of hoſtility were perpetrated on the citizens of, 
this territory, by the Cherokee and Creek Indians. Their 
repeated murders, which his vigilance could. not preyent,, I 
cannot ſay were in all caſes borne with as much patiencę as, 


they ought to have been, conſidering the hopes that were 


\ 
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time, interpoſe with efficacy.“ | | 
Shortly after the governor's departure for Philadelphia, 
the enormities committed by theſe Indians, far from abatin 
grew more flagrant. A Capt. John Beaird (availing himſglf 
of the general temper of the frontier citizens, heated by re- 
peated murders being committed on them) being ordered on 
duty by governor Blount, about two days before his depar- 
ture, to purſue and puniſh the murderers of one Gilham and 
San, but reſtricted in his order from croſſing the Tenneſſee, 
violated theſe orders, croſſed the Tenneſſee, and killed ſeve- 
ral Zadians at the Hanging Maws. Beaird ſaid, on his re- 
turn, he had purſued the trace of the murderers. I own I did 
not believe him. But the fact ſtands now ſo well atteſted by 
the teſtimony of ſeveral. men of credibility, even of ſome 
connected with Indians, who, if they had any bias, it might 


refrain from believing he did follow the trace of the murder- 
ers acroſs the Tenneſſee. TL 4 f 

A while after this a party of about 200 Indians made an at- 
tack on Henry's ſtation, they not only killed ong of our 
privates, but talked of taking the garriſon. RET 

On that quarter being ſo vigorouſly invaded, I ordered 
General Sevier to march to the defence of the frontiers, with 
one-third of the militia who had been ordered, previous to 
the governor's departure, to hold themſelves in readineſs 
for ſuch a ſervice. But the general, under this order, had 
not collected more than about three hundred infantry and 
two troops of horſe, when a large body of Creeks and Che- 
rokees attacked and carried Cavetꝰs ſtation, ſeven miles below 
this place, and killed every man, woman and child, belong- 
ing to it, being thirteen in number.. 

rom the information. I then received,” I was convinced 
there would not be leſs than 1200 Indians in arms againſt us, 
and later information proves that number ſtated too low. 

My ſituation was diſtreſſing. I could look on this act of 
the Creeks and Cherokees in no other light, than as poſitive 
a declaration of war as ever was or can be denounced by one 
nation againſt another, becauſe it was the act of ſo great a 
proportion of theſe tribes, not the act of what the chiefs are 
apt to call a few bad young men, but headed alſo by the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed of their warriors: Should I forbear to yield 
protection to the * ſuch conduct would be charged 

b a 


held out to them that the general government would, in due 


be preſumed would lean in favour of the Indians, that I cannot 
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both with want of duty and humanity, and criminal in a 
reat degree. Notwithſtanding Beaird's act cannot be juſ- 
Fed, it may be palliated in a great degree from his having 
actually followed the trace of Githani's murderers, as now 
appears; and had it not this palliation, could F look on and 
ſee the whiole of the inhabitants ſacrificed ! innocent men, 
women, and children? Ought I not to have made uſe of the 
wer underſtood to be lodged with me by the conſtitutlon, 
in the latter part of the 1oth ſection, 1 article, where each 
er ſtate is reſtricted from engaging in war, unleſs ac- 
_ invaded, or in ſuch imminent danger as will not admit 
of delay? Pa cam, pit; 4 e 
I heſitated Hot, but ordered General Sevier, with what 
troops could be haſtily aſſembled, to repel and purſue theſe 
invaders ; and in ſo doing, I then believed I conſulted the 
troe intereſt of the United States. The conſequences have 
confirines the fact that my opinion was well founded. - 
The ſervice which thoſe troops performed was of that im- 
portance, that it laid the ground work of our preſent tran- 
quillity, which e could not have been effected. 
Yet I learn the general and his men have not been paid. 
This, to my mind, carries a tacit cenſure of my conduct. 
If no act of Congreſs exiſts, embracing the caſe, permit me 
to ſuggeſt the proptiety of laying the matter before that 
body, to obtain their ſenſe thereof, | 44 


I am, Sir, &c. 1 

(Signed) DANIEL SMITH. 

Timothy Pickering, Eſq. · 28 
ad Secretary at War. 


Mr. A. Jacxsox ſaid, by a recurrence to the papers juſt 
read, he doubted not it would appear evident, that the niea- 
fures purſued on the occaſion alluded to would appear both 
Juſt and neceſſary. When it was ſeen that war was waged 
upon the ſtate, that the knife and the tomahawk were held 
over the heads of women and children, that peaceable citi- 
zens were murdered, it was time to make reſiſtance. Some 
of the aſſertions of the ſecretary at war, he ſaid, were not 
founded in fact; particularly with reſpect to the expedition 
being undertaken for the avowed purpoſe of carrying the 
war into the Cherokee country ; indeed they were contra- 
dicted by a reference to General Smith's letter to the ſecre- 
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tary of war · He truſted it would not be preſuming too 
much, when he ſaid, from being an inhabitant of the country, 
he had ſome knowledge of this bulineſs- From June to the end 
of October, he ſaid, the militia acte d entirely on the defenſive 
when 1208 Indians came upon them and carried their ſtation, 
and threatened to carry the ſeat of government · In ſuch a 
ſtate, ſaid Mr. J. would the ſecretary (upon whom the ex- 
ecutive power reſted in the abſence of the governor) have 
been juſtified, had he not purſued the meaſures he did of pur- 
ſuing the enemy? He believed he would not; that the expe» 
dition was juſt and neceſſary, and that therefore the claim of 
Mr. White ought to be granted- OS 

. 3.4 therefore propoſed a reſolution to the following ef- 

e Reſolved that General Sevier's expedition into the Che- 
rokee nation, in the year 1793, was a juſt and neceſſary mea- 
ſure, and that proviſion ought to be made by law for paying 
the expenſes thereof.” | 

Mr. Harp ſaid, this appeared to be a ſubje& of conſi- 
derable importance; he hoped the reſolution would, for the 
preſent, lie on the table» He therefore moved that the com- 
mittee riſe and aſk leave to ſit again. 

Mr. Col r ſaid, the report wanted ſome more preparation 
before it ſhould have come before the houſe ; he would there- 
fore move that it be referred to the committee of claims * 
knew of no reaſon againſt this reference, as many reports 
from heads of department had been ſo referred. | 

Mr. BLouwr hoped the motion would not prevail: the 
expedient of referring it to the ſecretary at war was reſorted 
to, when it firſt came before the houſe. He hoped now 
it would not be deferred but decided on · He thought the 
committee of claims, from having once had it before the 
houſe, knew as much of the ale as they coutd know, and 
perhaps all was included in this report. me 

Mr. D. Fos Ex made the ſame obſervations in effect as 
Mr. Blount. | 

Mr. Coir ſaid, gentlemen had not given a ſhadow of a 
reaſon why it ſhould not be referred to that committge- 

Mr. Jacksox owned he was not very well acquainted with 
the rules of the houſe, but from the beſt idea he could form, 
it was a very circuitous way of doing buſineſs ; why now re- 
fer it to the committee of claims, when all the facts are ſtated 
in this report, he knew not. If this was the uſual mode of do- 
ing buſineſs, he hoped it would not be referred. 
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Mr. W. LyMan thought the time it was under conſidera. 
tion before, when referred to the ſecretary at war, was the 
time to have thought on referring it to that committee ; but 
now it was too late; now the houſe had a report before it.— 
It appeared to him a mere formality. It looks like throw- 
ing the buſineſs out. He had not made up his mind which 
way he ſhould vote, but he thought one report was ſufficient, 
he therefore hoped it would come under confideration. 

Mr. BLouxT ſaid, when firſt he preſented it, he moved it 
to be referred to the committee of claims: it was then reject. 
ed, and ſent to the ſecretary at war. u ua 
The committee roſe and obtained leave to ſit again. 

The ſpeaker laid before the houſe a letter from the ſecre. 
tary of the treaſury, tranſmitting a letter with ſundry docu · 
ments from the commiſſioners at the Federal city, exhibiting 
a view of the receipts and expenditures of all the monies en- 
truſted to them ; and alſo of the progreſs and ſtate of the bu- 
ſineſs ; and of the funds under their adminiſtration, from 

— 17, to November 18, 1796. Ordered to lie on the ta- 

0 | e | 
On motion of Mr. D. Foſter, the letter of the ſecretary of 
the treaſury, tranſmitting copies of the proceedings of the ac- 
counting officers of the treaſury, upon certain claims which 
have not been admitted to be valid, laid before the houſe 
December 24, 1795, be committed to a committee of the 
whole houſe, and made the order for to-morrow. 


Mr. Hazes ſaid, that in the report of the unfiniſhed bu - 


ſineſs of laſt ſeſſion, there was a bill to eſtabliſh an uniform 
ſyſtem of bankruptcy throughout the United States. The 
ſubject, he ſaid, had been often thought on, but never had 
been taken into ſerious conſideration; the ſtate of the coun- 
try called for it, and it became more and more neceſſary, in 
order to take ſome ſteps to bring the buſineſs forward, he 
would move that it be now committed to a eommittee of the 
whole houſe. | | 

Mr. Macon thought it very improbable that a buſineſs 
which could not be done in a ſeſſion of 7 or 8 months ſhould 
ſtand any chanee in ſo ſhort a period as that remaining of this 
ſeſſion, he ſhould therefore oppoſe committing it this ſeſſion. 

Mr. SITGREAVES ſaid, it was true the — ſeſſion was 
ſhort, but he thought the houſe ſhould not be prevented from 
entering into ſuch an important and neceſſary buſineſs as 
this; if there was buſineſs of much importance that was not 
yet before the houſe, it was in the hands of committees, he 
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thought there was now an opening for it. The bankrupt ſyſ- 


tem deſerves immediate diſcuſſion ; it was looked upon as im- 
portant at the framing the conſtitution. He had heard the 
ntleman from S. Carolina ſay, thas it was taken up at the 
rſt Congreſs: He wiſhedit to come before the houſe that 
he might judge of its merits: There appears to be an in- 


junction for us to take it. The ſtates would then know how 


to frame their fyſtems conſiſtent with the general laws : he 
knew the ſtate of Pennſylvania had a deſire to adopt ſome 
uniform ſyſtem on this ſubject, but ſeeing on the journals of 
this houſe, that it was in contemplation of the general go- 
vernment, they impatiently waited the diſcuſſion of it, to 
frame theirs accordingly. It had been mentioned to that aſ— 
ſembly by the governor in his laſt ſpeech, as an obje& much 
wanted. They only declined the buſineſs ro wait for this 
houſe to do it. He hoped the houſe would at once ſay 
whether they meant to do any thing or not, and thus relieve 
the ſtates of that ſolicitude they had on the ſubject. With 
reſpect to its delay laſt ſeſſion, he would obſerve, that buſineſs 
of, perhaps, — importance, almoſt conſtantly occupied 
the houſe to a late period. 

Mr. W. SMITH could ſee no reaſon why this buſineſs 
ſhould now come before the houſe ; he thought there may 
not be time to ſettle it; he ſaw a great propriety of getting 
done with the buſineſs with all poſſible expedition, but other 
important buſineſs now preſented itſelf. So long ago as the 
year 1789, he ſaid a committee was inſtructed to bring in a 
bill, which they reported in 1790. The very printing of re- 
ports of committees on this ſubject, from year to year, had 
colt immenſity of money, and now gentlemen with it to coſt 
another hundred dollars without any advantage. He was 
perſuaded gentlemen would find immenſe difficulty attending 
the ſubject to make it ſuit all capacities, perhaps much more 


than they might expect. If gentlemen can have any reaſon- 


able proſpect of going through with the buſineſs, he wiſhed 
it to be taken up, but he feared other concerns would intrude 
and render its poſtponement neceſſary. 

The queſtion was put and loſt. Ayes 30. Noes 40. 

Mr. MuRRaY ſaid, as the ſubje& of kidnapping negroes 
had been brought up, he had a motion to make on the ſubject, 
with reſpect to fugitives from juſtice. He had mentioned the 
ubject before. Re thought if a ſum of five hundred dollars was 
tobe recoverable from perſons employing ſuch as had abſcond- 
ed from their maſters, it would have a very good tendency. 
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The evil complained of is, that the perſon employing u 
negro in this ſituation cannot be ſufficiently proved to have 
done it deſignedly or not; the preſent law obliges the ma. 
ter to prove that the one who employs him, had known that 
he was another perſon's property, and is run away, before 
any damages can be recovered ; this is extremely difficult to 
do. He ſhould therefore propoſe the following reſolution, m 
in hopes by it a remedy would be provided, viz. ; 

, Reſolved, that a committee be appointed to inquire if any, it 
and what alterations are neceſſary in the act, entitled An 
act reſpecting fugitives from juſtice, and perſons eſcaping from 
their maſters, which was ordered to be laid on the table. W 
Adjourned at three o'clock. 


Friday, December 30. 


Mr. D. Fosrzn, from the committee of claims, made re- of 
port on the petitions of Andrew Ramſey, and Nathan Smith, *. 
with a reſolution that their prayer could not be granted; to ll 4: 
which the houſe concurred. | We 

A memorial was preſented by Mr. Freeman, from Jere. Ml * 
miah Allen and others, holders of bills of credit, emitted in '!} 
purſuance of a reſolution of Congreſs in 1786, praying tha of 
proviſion may be made for the payment of the principal and 
intereſt thereof. | 

Alſo, by Mr. A. Jackſon a petition of George Colbert, 
one of the chiefs and warriors of the Chickaſaw nation of In- 
dians, complaining of a non-performance of ſtipulations en- 
tered into, in certain talks held with Governor Blount and 
other agents of the United States, in which they agreedina 
defenſive ſupport of each others — that their nation 
was invaded by the red people (the Creeks) when they appli 
ed according to treaty for aid; that their brother (James 
- Robertſon) ſaid he had no orders to ſend them any aſſiſtance, 
and that he muſt firſt have orders from their father the Pre- 
ſident of the United States. However a detachment of volun- 
teers under the command of Colonel Manſker came totheir I ot. 
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aid. He aſked compenſation for ſupplies furniſhed to that whi 
detachment during ſixty days; he ſaid he had applied to hi WO þ 
beloved friend the ſecretary at war, who tol him that Con- tie 

reſs had ſet apart no money out of which it could be paid the 
fie therefore applied to Congreſs for relief. rec 


This petition with the laſt memorial were referred to the 
committee of claims. g ine 
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"The petition of Lewis H. Guerlain of New-York, in be- 
half of Meſſieurs Bethman's, was preſented by Mr. Gilbert, 
praying remiſſion of duty on a quantity of wine deſtroyed by 
fre at New-York, which was to haye been exported to the 
Weſt-Indies, when they would have been intitled to the 
drawback- Referred to the committee of commerce and 
manufactures. * SM 

The houſe according to the order of the day again reſolved 
iſelf into acommitteeon the petition of Hugh Lawſon White. 

The reſolution of Mr. A. Jackſon having been read; 

Mr. CorT called for the reading of the petition upon 
which the report was founded. It was read. 

Mr. 2 ſaid the rations found for the troops on 
this expedition had already been paid for by the ſecretary of 
war, and he could ſee no reaſonable objection to the payment 
of the whole expenſe attending the expedition. As the troops 
were called out by a ſuperior officer, they had no right to 
doubt his authority. Were a contrary doctrine admitted, it 
would ſtrike at the very root of ſubordination» It would be 
ſaying to ſoldiers, © Before you obey the command of your 
ſuperior officer, you have a right to inquire into the legality 
of the ſervice upon which you are about to be employed, and 
until you are ſatisfied, you may refuſe to take the field.” 
This, he believed, was a principle which could not be ated 
upon. General Sevier, Mr. J. ſaid, was bound to obey the 
orders he received to undertake the expedition. The officers 
under him were alſo obliged to obey him. They went with 
full confidence that the Uoited States would pay them, be- 
leving that they had appointed ſuch officers as would not call 
them into the field without proper authority. If even the 
expedition had been unconſtiturional (which he was far from 
believing) it ought not to affect the ſoldier, ſince he had no 
choice in the bulineſs, being obliged to obey his ſuperior. In- 
deed, as the proviſions had been paid for, and as the ration 
and pay rolls were always conſidered a check upon each 
other, he hoped no objection would be made to the reſolution 
whic he had moved. | 
N. Coir ſaid he had called for the reading of the pe- 
tition becauſe he could not ſee the connection between it and 
the reſolution under conſideration. The petition prayed for 
recompenſe for the ſervice of the petitioner, and the men 
under his command, and the proper reſolution would be that 
the prayer of it onght or mjght not be granted ; but, inſtead 
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of this, the reſolution before them went to the whole troops 
employed in General Sevier's expedition · A av 
| Mr. A. Jaca ſaid, by referring to the report it would 
| be ſeen that the ſecretary of war had ſtated, that to allow the 
j prayer of this petition would be to eſtablifh a principle that 
would apply to the whole of the militia in that expedition. 
If this petitioner's claim was a juſt one therefore the preſent 
decifion ought to go to the whole, as it was unneceſſary for 
every ſoldier employed in that expedition, to apply perſonal. 
ly to that houſe for compenſation. _ h 194.268 . 
Mr. RuTaerFoRD obſerved, that the gentleman. from 
Tenneſſee had ſet the matter iu ſo fair a light that it was not 
neceſſary to ſay much more on the ſubject; hut, as he had 
deen acquainted with the frontier from his infancy, he would 
juſt give it as his opinion, that the expedition was a neceſſary 
one, and that the expenſe ought immediately to be paid. He 
hs therefore, the reſolution would be agreed to unani- 
mouly - G 5 &. 3 1 neige 
Mr. HaRPER was not prepared to ſay, without more infor. 
mation than he had on the ſubject, that the meaſure was juſt 
and neceſſary, or the contrary. He felt diſpoſed to think 
favorably of the expedition ; but he thought the houſe ſhould, 
have further information before it came to any reſolution. on 
the buſineſs. 'They had, it was true, a lerter from General 
Smith, the thei? ſecretary, but he thought this was not fof- 
ficient. He thought it would be beſt to refer the report and 
other papers to a ſelect committee, with inſtructions to in- 
quire into the neceſſity and propriety of the expedition, and 
report thereon. He hoped, therefore, the preſent reſolution 
would be diſagreed to, and the committee would. riſe. He 
would then bring forward a reſolution to that effect. The 
ſecretary of war, he ſaid, Had not gone fully into the ſubject; 
he had given them copies of two 3 but not his opinion. 
He did not think that an expedition of ſo important a nature, 
and which muſt involve init a very heavy expenſe, ſhould be | 
decided upon without further information. 1 
Mr. Craik agreed in ſentiment with the gentleman from | 
{ 


South Carolina (Mr. Harper). He ſaid there was Ireat 
difficulty in forming an opinion from the report itſelf ; for 
though the ſecrerary of war ſeemed to think the calling out 
the militia neceſſary, there were other expreſſions in the re- 
port which appeared to convey a contrary ſentiment- He 
referred to the letter of General Smith, but mentioned that 
there were other papers. He could not ſay the expedition 
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was not neceſſary; but he thought farther information was 
deſirable, and that the report ſhould be committed to a ſelect 
committee, for the purpoſe of gaining that information. 

Mr. W. SMITH agreed with the two gentlemen laſt up, 
that further information was neceſſary. The queſtion, he 
faid, involved a number of important points. In the firſt 
place, a queſtion was involved whether, if the expedition was 
neceſſary, as it was not authoriſed by law, the expenſe ought 
to be defrayed by the United States. By the report of the 
ſecretary of war, it appeared, that Congreſs were well ap- 
priſed of all the circumſtances which rendered the expedition 
neceſſary, yet they did not think proper to authoriſe it · In 
the letter of the ſecretary of war to Governor Blount, on the 
ſubject, was this paſſage, ** if thoſe difficulties exiſted while 
the Congreſs were in ſeſſion, and which, it was conceived, 
they alone were competent to remove, they recur, in the 
preſent caſe, with ſtill greater force ; for all the information 
received at the time Congreſs were in ſeſſion, was laid before 
both houſes, but no order was taken thereon, nor any autho- 
rity given to the Preſident of the United States; of conſe- 
quence his authority remains in the ſame ſituation it did on 
the commencement of the laſt ſeſſion. It is indeed a ſerious - 
queſtion to plupge the nation into a war with the ſouthern 
tribes of Indians, ſupported, as it is ſaid they would be. Mr. 
Smith alſo read from the report that the expedition was 
undertaken without authority, &c. The ſecretary afterwards 
indeed ſtated, in his report, the diſagreeable ſituation of the 
country at the time, by way of palliative ; but, as Congreſs 
were poſſeſſed of. theſe facts, and did not authoriſe offenſive 
operations, it became a nice point to determine whether the 
expedition in queſtion was juſtifiable. He would not ſay that 
ſuch a ſituation of things might not occur, as would juſtify a 
meaſure of the kind, but it was of conſequence to determine 
whether this was ſuch a caſe, which could not be dane haſtily. 
Neither had the houſe any information of the magnitude of 
the expenſe, whether it could be two or three hundred thou- 
ſand, or half a million, of dollars. He ſhould therefore hope 
the committee of the whole would be diſcharged, and that 
the buſineſs would be committed to a ſelect committee. 

Mr. Map1$0N ſaw no neceſſity for referring this buſineſs 
to a ſele& committee. If it was ſuggeſted that the official in- 
formation which was before them was inaccurate, and that a 
wore full explanation of the ſituation of things was neceſſary, 
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there would be ſome ground for the reference; but he did 
not find that this was the caſe. The ſecretary of war ſtated 
fas and referred to documents to prove that the Indians 
had greatly perplexed and harraſſed by thefts and murders, 
the frontier inhabitants of Tenneſſee, had ſhewn themſelves 
in conſiderable force, and killed at two ſtations fifteen per. 
ſons. If this was a ſtate of facts, and it could not be doubt- 
ed, the words of the conſtitution on this ſubject were clear, 
«« No ſtate ſhall, without the conſent of Congreſs, lay any 
duty on tonnage, keep troops, or ſhips of war, in time of 
peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another 
ſtate, or with a foreign power, or engage in war unleſs ac. 
tually invaded, or in duch imminent danger as will not admit 
of delay.” There could be no doubt, therefore, Mr. M. 
ſaid, but this expedition came within the meaning of the con- 
ſtitution. In many caſes, he ſaid, it was difficult to determine 
betwixt offenſive and defenſive operations, as it was ſome- 
times neceſſary when acting on the defenſive, to uſe an offen- 
ſive meaſure. He had no doubt on the ſubject, and thought 
the expenſe of the expedition ſhould by all means be paid. | 

Mr. DayToN (the ſpeaker) ſaid that he was not prepared 
to adopt the reſolution which was moved by the member from 
Tenneſſee, nor even to decide finally upon it, unleſs he could 
be perſuaded that the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Madi- 
ſon) was correct in ſaying that the report before them con- 
tained all the information which it was poſſible to obtain. He 
was convinced that there were other official papers and docu- 
ments which would throw additional light upon the ſubject, 
and therefore ought to be in poſſeſſion of the committee of the 
whole before they took any deciſive ſtep. He alluded to the 
confidential communications from the Preſident in December 
1792, which gave riſe to lengthy diſcuſſion with cloſed gal- 
leries, upon the meaſures that ought to be adopted in confe- 
quence of the hoſtile acts and threats of thoſe very ſouth.weſ- 
tern Indians who were the objects of the expedition for which 
they were called upon to pay. The houſe of repreſentatives 
then decided that they would neither declare war againſt 
thoſe nations of Indians, nor authoriſe the Preſident to carry 
an offenſive expedition into their country, if in the receſs of 
Congreſs, he ſhould deem it proper in conſequence of their. 
continuance in hoſtility. As the acts of Congreſs upon this 
very application would operate in future as a precedent and 
a kind of commentary on that part of the conſtitution which 
limited the inſtances in which a ſtate might levy troops arid 
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act offenſively without the previous aſſent of the general go- 
vernment, they could not, Mr. Dayton ſaid, be too particu- 
lar in their inveſtigation, nor too ſtrict in their reference to 
dates and facts. hoped that the committee of the whole 
would be diſcharged, and the report of the ſecretary of war 
referred to a ſelect committee whoſe duty it would be to re- 
port thoſe facts with their dates, which gave riſe to the claim 
in queſtion, and which juſtified, under the proviſion in the 
conſtitution, the raiſing of troops and carrying on an offen- 
ſive war without the previous conſent of Congreſs or appro- 
bation of the Preſident · bole} 54 Foal 

Mr. N1tcHOLAs believed, on a reference to dates, it would 
be ſeen that theſe attacks of the Indians were ſubſequent to 
thoſe which were in the knowledge of Congreſs at the time 
mentioned, as they took place while Governor Blount was at 
Philadelphia; and he thought no. farther information was 
neceſſary on the ſubject, than the letter from General Smith 
to the ſecretary of war, printed with the report, to prove 
that the expedition was both juſt and neceſſary. Gen. Sevier's 
going into the Cherokee country was no proof that his ope- 
rations were offenſive. If other information could be obtain- 
ed by referring the buſineſs to a ſelect committee, he ſhguld 
have no objection, but he believed this would not be the caſe. 
He wiſhed the letter of General Smith to be read. It was 
read accordingly. Las 

Mr. BALDWIN was not able to recolle& how great a por- 
tion of the members preſent were in the houſe when this 
buſineſs was brought before Congreſs in the year 1792+ His 
own recollection was freſh upon the ſuhject. It was a period 
when they were much alarmed for our Indian frontier, north 
and ſouth. The north was fortified, and it was recommend- 
ed to have a legion on the ſouth. The gentleman from S. 
Carolina, he recolleted, was oppoſed to the meaſure, and 
thought the executive had determined too ſoon upon hoſtility. 
Mr. B. ſaid he had at that time frequent converſations with 
the then ſecretary of war, who informed him that he had 
written to the governor of Tenneſſee, that, in caſe the preſ- 
ſure of the Indians was ſo great as to require it, he muſt call 
out the militia. The governor was well known, and ſufficient 
confidence was placed in him, that this power would not be 
abuſed. Hs believed the troops on the northern frontier had 
not proved ſufficient, and that they had already paid the ex- 
penſe of troops, which were called in to their aſſiſtance. At 
this period, Mr. B. ſaid, the danger which threatened the 
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country was great, and it was happy for us it had been fo 
well got over. He believed it was well that the legion for the 
ſouthern frontier was not equipped, though he at that time 
thought it neceſſary. The expenſe of the expedition in queſtion, 
he ſaid, would be nothing compared with that which would 
have taken place, had the legion contemplated been equipped. 
Mr. B. ſaid he had no doubt with reſpect to the propriety of 
paying the expenſe of this expedition · He did not think the 
— of men way great, or that the charge would be very 

MI. Dav ros — ſpeaker) ſaid he was inclined to believe 
the attacks of the Indians, which provoked the expedition of 
General Sevier, were ſubſequent to thoſe in the knowledge 
of Congreſs at the time the ſubje& was under diſcuſſion. 
| He was one of thoſe, he ſaid, who thought that the hoſtile 
diſpoſitions ſhewn by thoſe Indians at that time called for 
force, and he had introduced a reſolution, by means of his 
colleagne, to that effect. It was not, therefore, that he did 
not think the expedition anthorifed, but becauſe he had 1 
deſire to have the facts relative to the ſubject clearly ſtated, 
that he wiſhed the buſiueſs to be committed to a ſelect com- 
mittee. ö 3 Md HE 

Mr. Rurkzxrogp ſaid they were not particular about 
the manner of doing the buſmeſs, provided it was done- 
was confident the expenſe of the expedition ought to be paid- 
When the Indians were upon them, what could the governor 
do? Was he to ſend forward to the ſeat of government to 
be inſtructed what to do? No; refiftance was neceſſary, and 
it was not becoming in them now to ſay, © You did not act 
perfectly regular—the thing was not exactly as it ſhould have 
been-” It was a critical period, he faid, and if the expenſes 
were not paid, it might have a bad effect in future. 

Mr. KtTCHELL was in favour of the committee riſing. He 
remembered the tranſactions which took place on this buſi- 
neſs, as mentioned by his colleague (Mr. Dayton). He ſaid 
he was one of thoſe who voted againſt the propoſition of uſing 
hoſtile means, becauſe he thought it poſſible to ward off the 
evil. It had been warded off; but he believed there was 
ſufficient ground for calling ont General Sevier, and he 
doubted not, if the buſineſs was referred to a ſelect commit- 
tee, the reſult would be ſatisfactory to thoſe gentlemen, who 
brought forward the buſineſs. | 

The committee roſe and leave not being granted to ſit 
again, on motion, the report and papers accompanying it, 


ö 
ö 
ö 
| 
; 
ö 


r wn_weW_WW_— © 8 . 80 as. a4 nf dls aff. - 


e D. TSS. SI 


4 


. 


were referred to a ſelect committee of NMeſſieurs A. Jeck. 
ſon, J. Smith, Blount, Dent and Harper. 

Mr. Corr ſaid, that there had been ſeveral perivions from 
revenue officers, for an inereuſe of ſalary, part of which hat 
been committed to the committee of commerce and manu- 
factures, and others to the committee on compenſation: in 
order that the whole might go into the ſame hands, he pro- 

ed the following refolation +: 

« Reſolved, That the committee of commerce and manu 


factures be inſtructed to inquire and report whether any, and 


if any, what alterations ought to be made in the compenſa- 
tions allowed by law, to the officers concerned in the collec- 
tion of the revenue. And that the committee on the ſubje&t 
of compenſation be diſcharged from the conſideration of me 
morials from revenue officers. Agreed to. 

Mr. W. SMITH then called for the order of toe dy, re« 
lative to the report of the committee of ways and means, on 
the debts due from certain ſtates to the United States as re- 
ported by the commiſſioners appointed to ſettle the accounts. 

The houſe then went into a committee of the rom 

Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair. 

Mr. W1LLtaMs roſe and obſerved, unt be did woe ine 
gine the refolution would have been called up ſo ſoon· It had 
been put on their deſk but a few days, and he had been em- 
ployed on committees every evening and ſince— 
however he would make a few obſervations on jeans; Foe 

The reſolution under conſideration, ſaid Mr. Williams, 
was a call on the debtor ſtates for the' payment of certain 
ſums of money faid to be due to the United States. The 
ſtate which he had the honor to- repreſent was one of this 
claſs. Did he believe it to be a debtor ſtate, the laſt thing 
he would aſk for would be a relinquiſhment of that debt; bur 
being fully perſuaded, that had a juſt and equitable ſettlement 
been made, or that the nature of the caſe would have admit. 
ted of it, at the time it was made, the ſtate of New-York 
would have been a creditor ſtate ; and he truſted that he 
could clearly demonſtrate, from arguments drawn from facts, 
that neither the mode adopted by which the commiſſioners 
were to determine on the claims produced by the reſpective 
ſtates, or the rule of apportionment, wliich they were direct- 
ed to purſue, could in any manner operate to do that juſtice 
which the nature of the caſe required. 

With reſpect to the mode adopted, it is ended i in the third 
ſection of the act „ entitled an act to provide more eſſectually 
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for the ſettlement of all accounts between the United State; 
and the individual ſtates.. That the commiſſioners are to 
determine on all ſuch claims as ſhall have accrued for the 
general or particular defence during the war, and on the evi. 
þ thereof, according to the principles of general equity 
(although ſuch claims may not be ſanctioned by the reſolye; 
of Congreſs or ſupported by regular vouchers) ſhall determine 
thereon.” Had the words within the parentheſes been 
.omitted, he aſked, would the Penobſcot expedition or the fri. 
gate built in South Carolina, or a number of ſuch like chary. 
es authoriſed by Congreſs, been admitted in the ſettlement} 
But, by its being allowed, the ſtates of Maſſachuſetts and 
South Carolina are made creditor ſtates. The creditor 
ſtates have had their credits funded according to the act, but 
not ſatisfied they. are now. calling upon. the debtor ſtates to 
make payment—a payment which never could have. been 
contemplated eſpecially in the manner now. called for. 
In the 7th ſection of the before recited act the creditor 
Nates ſhould have their balances funded. This. hath been 
done, but nothing is mentioned in that act, or any other, to 
authoriſe the call on the debtor ſtates in the manner propoſ 


ed · It is probable; ſaid Mr. Wiiliams, if it had been con- 


'templated at that time the act would not have paſſed. _ 
With reſpect to the rule of apportionment which the com- 

miſſioners were directed by law to purſue ; Mr. Williams 

contended that it was' impoſſible, that any thing. like public 


juſtice would be done, particularly in the ſtate of New-York; 


beſides, ſaid he, it was a departure from the rule laid down 
and eſtabliſhed when the articles of confederation were a- 
greed to, the 8th article of which is, © That all charges of 
war, and all other expenſes that ſhall be incurred Se 
common defence and general welfare, and allowed by the 
United States in Congreſs aſſembled, ſhould be defrayed out 
of the common treaſury, which ſhould be ſupplied by the ſeve- 
ral ſtates, in proportion to the value of lands within each 
ſtate, granted to or ſurveyed for any perſon, as ſuch land 
and the buildings and improvements thereon ſhould be eſti- 
mated, according to ſuch mode as the United States in Con- 
greſs aſſembled, ſhall from time to time direct and appoint-— 
The taxes for paying that proportion ſhould be laid and le- 
vied-by the authority and direction of the legiſlature of the 
ſeveral ſtates, within the time agreed upon by the United 
States in Congreſs aſſembled.” And, therefore, ſaid Mr. 
W. the a& pointing out a different mode was a retroſpective 


S 2 


SS 5855 en TS co VTS9 


* 
act, opernting to the diſadvantage of ſome of the ſtates to the 
advantage of others 3 had this act been paſled immediately- 
at the cloſe of the war, inſtead of being omitted until ſix 
years after the war, it would have operated equally ; but 
no rule of apportionment could then be adopted, without a 
manifeſt injury to ſome ſtates, to whom thouſands had emi - 
grated from others. This was the caſe in the ſtate of New - 
Vork. One- third of the number of inhabitants in that flate, 
when the enumeration was made, had moved into it after the 


| cloſe of the war, from the New England ſtates and the ſtate 


of New-Jerſey ; ſo that the numbers in thoſe ſtates were dimi · 
niſhed, while that of New-Vork was augmented. The mode 
of apportionment muſt, in conſequence, operate unequally- 
Even ſince the ſettlement had taken place, ſome thouſands? of 
families had come into the ſtate. of New-York, from credit · 
or ſtates 3 and how could a determination be made? Or 
would it be juſt to compel thoſe who had emigratedfrom cre- 
ditor Vtes into debtor ſtares, to pay the proportion of the 
money ſaid to be due from debtor ſtates, whereas, by the ſet - 
tement, had they remained in the creditor ſtates, they would 
have been entitled to a proportion of the money due to them · 
Or, ſaid he, is this reſolution calculated to prevent emigra- 
tion from one ſtate to another? 06 W „eee 

Mr. Williams obſerved, that attempts had been made to 
have the privilege of examining the principles of the ſet- 
tlement by the commiſſioners, and the charges exhibited and 
allowed from the reſpective ſtates, but -it had been refuſed. 
If, ſaid he, the creditor ſtates were conſcious of the ſettle- 
ment being proper, why this refuſal? But, until this was 
done, could it be expected that the debtor ſtates would ſubmit 
to a ſettlement which they had every reaſon to believe was 
founded on erroneous charges exhibited to the comtfiiſſion- 
ers? | 

With reſpe& to New-York, their advances had been ſuch 
that the firſt calculators in the Union, who had been engag- 
edin public buſineſs during the war, ſaid that the ſtate of 
New.York muſt, on an equitable ſettlement, be a creditor 
ſtate to the amount of two millions of dollars. Mr. W. 
ſaid, he had been, from the commencement of the revolution 
to the cloſe of the war, either in the legiſlative or military 
capacity, excepting about one year, and he was confident that 
no more could be done than was done by the ſtate of New» 
York, and a ſtate having done all they could do, it was not 
Pollible it could be a debtor ſtate. And, ſaid he, ſhall that 
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Nate now ſuffer becauſe it had exhibited fair and honourable 
accounts, ſuch as the commiſſioners obſerved, were like mer: 
chant's accounts, and wguld ſtand the ſcruples of law, omit; 
ting many accounts which could not be exhibited in pr 
form, as the nature of the caſe would not admit of it une; 
by mere calculation? Adding ta this, the difficulties that 
ſtate had to encounter, whick gught alſo to be taken in view 
on a final ſettlement. _,  21,.64:23-3c503 - 
At the commencement of the war, ſaid Mr. W. unfortt 
nately for the ſtate of New-York, the one half of its igh 
itants were diſaffected to the then meaſures, and à nu 
actually took arms againſt thoſe who were friendly to the xe 
volution, the ſuppreſſion of whom, with a conſtant watch 
aver them, were never brought into the general aceouft: 
the beginning of the year 1776, the enemy took New. N 
and with it nearly one half af the valuable part of that ate 
In the year following, Burgoyne's army penetrated its ſhop 
tiers, and laid waſte the greater part of the country north ant 
welt of Albany. By the memorable battle of Oriſka, yu 
wards of three hundred widows and children were left to bt 
ſupported by that ſtate, as well as ſome hundreds at the notti 
part of the ſtate. Theſe, together with the poor from the 
city of New-York, were ſupported during the war, and n. 
charge made thereof. The endeavours of the enemy to forn 
a junction of their armies near the Hudſon river, was the 
cauſe of that ſtate being ſo overrun that not one county elcaf 
ed their ravages» 444 to this one-third of New-York, tht 
fine town of Eſopus, and ſeveral hundred of houſes in tht 
frontiers were burnt and immenſe property deſtroyed. Fe 
calamities ſo great, very few thought of obtaining voiichers 
and for the deſtruction of armies no allowance would 
made, which occaſioned numbers to be reduced from afſſuenc 
to want. 0 
Large ſums of money, ſaid Mr. W. had been paid by tht 
ſtate of New-York, {ſince the time limited to be exhibitec 
for a ſettlement with the United States. The juſt debts ex 
hibited by the calamities and the reaſonableneſs of the excuſ 
for their not having preſented them ſooner, operated wid 
them ſo forcibly that they could not be withſtood. Man 
accounts exhibited and not paid will amount to upwards 0 
one million of dollars, and probably as reaſonable as ſome © 
theſe allowed to the other ſtates by the commiffioners. 
- But, it will be ſaid, had not other ſtates ſuffered ? Mr 
W. ſaid he would aſk, what ſtate? Was it any of the New 
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England ſtates? Where, ſaid he, had they their capitals kept 
from them during the war ? Where had. they their frontiers 
overrun and deſtroyed ? Where had they their country laid 
waſte and deſtroyed ? Was it not a fact, ſaid he, that during 
the war the inhabitants of New-York. had to procure their 
ſale from the New-England ſtates, New-Jerſey, and Penn- 
ſylvania, which coſt them, on an average, ten buſhels of wheat 
for one of ſalt, and every other article in proportion. Add 
to this, they had from time to time taken from them all their 

ain, excepting what was ſcarcely ſufficient to ſupport their 
Smilies,by acts of impreſs, and at a certain limited price, which 
was delivered for the uſe of the army, and at a time when 
other ſtates furniſhed ſupplies of the like kind, and were al- 
lowed more than double the price. I have known, ſaid he, 
working oxen taken by the point of the bayonet from the 
farmer, and to this day not paid for ;—and, will gentlemen 
ſay New-York is a debtor ſtate ? He hoped not. 

Mr. Williams hoped, when the ſufferings of the citizens 
of the ſtate of New-York were only conſidered ; when the 
valt deſtructiom of their capital, and of their frontiers was tak- 
en into conſideration, together with their ſituation during 
the war, he was perſuaded that no more would be ſaid re- 
ſpecting that ſtate being a debtor ſtate, and that ſuch an odi- 
ous ſtigma would be done away. 

Did not, ſaid he, the commander in chief obſerve in the 
molt trying times, viz. in the year 1781, that if it were not 
for the exertions of theſtate of New-York, and the ſupplies by 
them ac that time furniſhed, he muſt have diſbanded the army? 
Did not one of the commiſſioners, who ſettled the accounts, 
declare in this houſe (being a member at that time) that the 
debts of the debtor ſtates ought to be done away ? W as this 
not tacitly acknowledging that the accounts exhibited to them 
varied ſo much, that it was impoſſible for them, agreeably to 
the mode preſcribed, to do equal juſtice? Add to this the 
charge made by ſome ſtates for bounties, when that of New- 
York could not exhibit the relative amount of a part of theirs, 
and others no bounty, when at the ſame time the claſſes as 
directed by law, raiſed the men by paying large ſums for 
each unknown to the ſtate. | £ 

Mr. Williams concluded by ſaying, that ſince the war, 
the ſtate of New-York had always paid their ſpecie requiſi- 
tions, which, together with the like paid by Pennſylvania, was 
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the chief ſupport of Congreſs, until the conſtitution-or pre- 
fent ſyſtem of government took place, while ſome of the cre. 
ditor ſtates paid nothing; that, as the ſtate of New-York 
had done as much as their ſituation would permit them; had 
paid large ſums of money ſince the war, which was borroiy. 
ed to ſupport; pay, and clothe their quota of troops; and 
many other matters of the kind, he hoped that the reſolutign 
would be negatived, and no more ſaid on the ſubject. 55 
Mr. NichelLAs thought there was inquiry which was ne- 
ceſſary to precede the preſent queſtion. Some of the ſtates 
which were brought in debtors by the commiſſioners, might 
hold debts of the United States, and it would appear ſome. 
what odd that they ſhould be called upon for money, when, 
perhaps they were really creditors.” In ſuch caſes all that 
could be expected would be, that a balance ſhould be ſtruck; 
He therefore propoſed a reſolution, directing the committee 
of commerce and manufactures to inquire whether any of the 
ſtates brought in debtor ſtates by the commiſſioners, were 
holders of debts of the United States. If they were, he ſaid, 
the United States had the means of payment in their oz 
hands. He ſhould move that the committee might riſe, 
order to bring forward this propoſition. | 2 
Mr. W. SMITH faid, he could not agree to the pr opoſi- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Nicholas) nor was 
it neceſſary to ſay what meaſures would eventually be pro- 
per, in caſe of a refufal of payment, as that was not now the 
queſtion. LEES 1 
The ſubject before them, he ſaid, was a very delicate ſub- 
ject, and ought to be treated with every degree of candour- 
He was glad that the gentleman from New-York, had ſpoke 
upon the ſubje& with a degree of temper and candour, which 
did him credit. The diſcuſſion was an unpleaſant one, and 
could ſcarcely fail to excite a degree of irritation in the houſe, 
which, however, it would be deſirable to avoid as much as 
poſſible. For many years, Mr. S. ſaid, this ſubje& had been 
under confideration, and it was much to be deſired, that it 
could now be brought toa cloſe. He knew no better mode 
of doing this than the one propoſed, viz. that the debtor 
ſtates ſhould be informed of the ſums with which they ſtood 
charged, and that payment ſhould be requeſted in ſuch a way 
as ſhould prove moſt agreeable to them. | 
Mr. S. ſaid, he ſhould not follow the gentleman from 
New-York (Mr. Williams) through the whole of his obſer- 
vations, becauſe he did not think them relative to the fubje& 
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before them · Some of them might have been properly e- 
nough ſuggeſted when the * of balancing the accounts 
was before the houſe; he believed, indeed, they were 
brought for ward at that time. He would mention ſome facts 
relative to the buſineſs, with which perhaps ſome gentlemen 
might not be acquainted. In the year 1799, it ſeemed to he 
the general with that an adjuſtment of debts and credits be · 
twixt the general government and individual ſtates, with re- 
ſpect to the late war, ſhould take place; that balances ſhould 
be ſtruck, and thoſe ſtates which were brought in debtors 
ſhould pay, and thoſe who were found to be creditors ſhould- 
receive what was reported to be juſt; and, in order to facili- 
tate the buſineſs, a great deal of compromile took place, ſo 
that it was at length agreed upon with a good deal of una - 
nimity- In order to give the ſtates an opportunity of bring- 
ing forward all their claims, the commiſſioners were inveſted 
with chancery powers. After the buſineſs, had gone through 
the committee of the whole, there was only, one queſtion. 
which occaſioned any diſcuſſion, and upon. this the yeas and 
nays were taken; this was the ratio by which the ſtates ſnould 
be charged. On a. motion to ſtrike out this ratio, it was loſt 
45 to 10; and what was remarkable, one half of the repre- 
ſentatives from the ſtate. of New-York voted for the exiſt- 
ing mode, and the other half for ſtriking, it out. Mr. S. 
here read an extract from the journals. ] It did not at that 
time ſtrike: the members from that ſtate, that the ratio adopt 
ed would injure them. Whether ſubſequent events had 
made it unfavourable to them, or not, was not now the queſ- 
tion, but whether thoſe ſtates which had been reported debt- 
ors ſhould be called upon to pay what was due from them- 
Mr. S. ſaid, this buſineſs might be compared to an arbitra- 
tion betwixt individuals, where full powers were given to the 
arbitrators; for after all that could be ſaid about the exer- 
tions of individual ſtates, was brought forward, it was agreed 
to put the matter into the hands of three commiſſioners to 
make an award. Theſe commiſſioners were bound, on oath, 
to do their duty faithfully. The award was made and ac- 
cepted by Congreſs. Whatever objections were held againſt 
it, ſhould have been made at that time before the award had 
been carried into effect. Any complaints now brought a- 
gainſt the principles and mode of ſettlement, were overruled 
by that award, as all parties were bound to abide by the ar- 
bitration: they could not now come forward and ſay the 
principle was bad, and therefore object to pa 1» 11 (+ 
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The only queſtion now was, which was the beſt way of com- 
pleting the buſineſs? He thought the mode propoſed was the 
beſt. It appeared, by the report of the committee, that the 
following were the debtor ſtates, viz. New-York,Pennlylva. 
nia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina- The 
whole debt was 3,517,584 dollars, of which 2,y 40,000 was 
owing by New-York. The intereſt of the debt, at 4 per 
cent, is, 844,21 1 dollars, which being added, made the whole 
4,361,802 dollars. | a N e e 
In our preſent embarraſſed ſituation, ſaid Mr. Smith, this 

money would be very acceptable. In order to meet the de. 
mands of the public creditors, it was well known that re. 
courſe muſt ' neceſſarily be had to additional revenues. It 
would, therefore, be very deſirable if theſe debts could be 
collected, as it would ſerve to leſſen that ſum which muſt 
otherwiſe be collected from the people. Or this money, he 
ſaid, might be uſefully employed in providing for the defence 
of the country, either by means of a navy, increaſe of 'arſe- 
nals, or otherwiſe. Indeed, there were many beneficial ob. 
jects to which the money might be applied; and he doubted 
not, when the debtor ſtates knew the ſituation of the United 
States, thoſe who were able to pay, at leaſt, would come for- 
ward like patriots and cheerfully pay the ſums due from them, 
in ſuch a way as ſhould be moſt agreeable to themſelves. 

Mr. S. ſaid, he ſhould ſuppoſe that even the debtor ſtates 
themſelves would wiſh to have theſe accounts ſettled, as it 
muſt be unpleaſant to them, when claims were made from 
them upon the United States, to be told, they were in debt 
to the Union · He remembered an inſtance in the laſt ſeſſion, 
where this was the caſe with reſpe& to New- Vor. 

The people of New-York then applied to Congreſs to put 
their-fortifications into a reſpectable ſtate of defence, they 
were then told in this houſe that they owed money to the 
United States. This is a very unpleaſant reflection. The 
ſettlement now deſired would do away ſuch diſagreeable in- 
ſinuations in future, and ſuch reflections ſnould ſtimulate them 
to take meaſures to forward the payment of that money. As 
to the ſtate of New-York, he ſhould- be the laſt perſon who 
would ſay any thing that would be diſagreeable to that ſtate, 
as it was a ſtate of conſequence in the Union, and entitled to 
every degree of reſpect ; but gentlemen muſt know that the 
finances of that ſtate were in the moſt flouriſhing condition— 
that they had abundance of wealth, [Mr. S. here enume- 
rated an account of their riches.} When, he ſaid, they con- 
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templated the ſituation of other ſtates, with debts upon their 
ſnoulders, to pay the intereſt of which, and for the ſupport 
of their civil eſtabliſhment, they were obliged to tax their 
citizens, he did not think New-York would ſuffer much by 
paying the debt in queſtion- The ſtate of S. Carolina, he 
ſaid, was at preſent conſiderably in debt, both domeſtic and 
foreign, for the payment of the intereſt of which and their 
civil liſt, they were obliged to have recourſe to direct tax- 
ation on their land, whilſt the ſtate of New-York had no taxes 
at all, though he underſtood the legiſlature had recommend- 
ed a tax to be laid, in order to accuſtom the people to the 
yment of a tax. 

The only queſtion, Mr. S. ſaid, was whether any mate- 
rial injury could ariſe from the application propoſed to be 
made to the debtor ſtates for payment. If they had any well 
founded objections to the payment of the reſpective balances, 
they would of courſe make them; if not, they would doubt- 
leſs propoſe ſome mode of payment. But, Mr. S. ſaid, if it 
was the opinion of the houſe, that theſe debts ought at once 
to be cancelled, let it be done · Something ought to be con- 
cluded upon, in order to put an end to ſo unpleaſant a buſi- 
. „ niert ity ©] a *, V gl wet 

Mr. HARPER ſaid, it was very eaſy to ſee, by the turn of 
the preſent debate, that no very amicable or fortunate iſſue 
would reſult from the demand they were about to make up- 
on New. Vork. He did not believe that ſtate would be pre- 
vailed with to pay the-demand in queſtion, and he did not 
know of any means of coercing them to pay. He was always 
oppoſed to threats, when he was not able to ſtrike, or to mak- 
ing a demand which he could not enforce. ' He had no doubt 
that the ſettlement was juſt and proper, and that this ſtate 
was really indebted in the ſum ſpecified; but if they diſputed 
the debt and the mode of ſettlement, they could not force 
them to pay it. From theſe conſiderations, it was his opinion 
they ought not to make the demand at preſent. He would 
not cancel the debt, as, at ſome future period, they might go 
into negociation on the ſubject. He wiſlied to get rid of 
the huſineſs without a deciſion. He ſhonld therefore move 
that the committee riſe, and he would afterwards move that 
it be difcharged from a further conſideration of the ſubject. 

Mr. Co1T hoped the committee would not riſe. The gen- 
tleman from S. Carolina ſeemed to think that a period might 
arrive when it would be proper to negociate on the ſubject, 
but not at preſent. If the gentleman had ſtated any reaſon 
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why he thought any future period would be more proper 
than the preſent for a ſettlement of the buſineſs, perhaps he 
might have concurred with him in opinion; but not having 
{tated any, he was oppoſed to having the buſineſs — 
The propoſition, Mr. C. ſaid, went no further than to ak 
the ſeveral debtor ſtates, whether they would pay; and, un- 
til this queſtion was put, they did not know but they werte 
ready and willing to pay. He did not think this was the, 
time to conſider what meaſures ſhould be taken provided the 
ſtates did not pay. It ought not to be ſuppoſed they would 
refuſe to do what was juſt. A number of the debtor ſtates 
indeed might be conſidered as creditor ſtates, ſince the money 
they owed, did not amount to ſo much as their ſhare of the 
whole debt would be, provided it was not paid ¶ Mr. C. here 
compared the ſpecific amount of the debrs of different ſtates 
with their ſhare of the debt, to ſhew that it would be their 
intereſt that the balances ſhould be paid ·] The gentleman 
from New-Vork (Mr. Williams) as was common with per 
ſons over zealous, had leaped before he came to the ſtile. 
The queſtion was not now how the balances ſhould be ſet. 
tled; that ſettlement had been made, and the payment of 
them was now the queſtion. He hoped the committee would 
not riſe. © © 5% en 3741131] 14s 1 
Mr. WiLL1aMs faid he did not expect to have heard the 
obſervations which had fallen from the gentleman laſt up; 
for his part, he was perſuaded the repreſentatives of the debt. 
or ſtates could make calculations for themſelves; but be 
hoped calculations with them was not the object; the juſtice 
and equity of the meaſure would, he truſted, be their guide- 
Mr. W. wiſhed the gentleman from Connecticut to inquire 
whether ſome ſtates had not paid their ſpecie requiſmions at 
about one-third of their value, whilit New-York furniſhed 
them at thb l. i Sho $2 1 1b; oof 
In anſwer to the gentleman from South Carolina, Mr. W. 
obſerved, that he was ſenſible aid was wanting to the reve« 
nue; but he hoped that becauſe New-York had funds, they 
were not to be taken from them right or wrong. The gen- 
tleman was however miſtaken in ſaying there were no taxes 
in that ſtate. If he would examine the laws of New. Vork, he 
would find the county and town expenſes were raiſed by tax, 
and 45,0c0 dollars annually beſides. Mr. W. ſaid, he had 
flattered himſelf that the gentleman from Carolina would 
not have brought forward this ſubject, as that ſtate had been 
paid for the frigate built there unauthoriſed by Congreſs, 
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which had been of no uſe to the United States, and theallow- 


ing that charge made them a creditor tare. With reſpect 
to the funds of New - Vork, he hoped they would remain with 
them as the fruit of induſtry and frugality. The gentleman 
had obſerved that one half of the delegation from New-York 


had voted for the rule of apportionment, that the commiſſi- 
oners, acted as arbitrators, and that the award was accepted. 
Mr. W. was of opinion the act and proceeding had there- 


on, was unauthoriſed by the conſtitution of the U. States, as 
it was a departure from the original contract, and that the 
gate of New- Vork had never accepted of the award, and 


was not bound thereby; and notwithſtanding the gentleman 
aſſerted that the ſtate ought not to come forward now and 
ſay we will not abide by the ſettlement, M. W. believed 
many awards had been ſet aſide, and that this ought to be 
entirely done away. = | 

Mr. Cxaix ſaid, he ſhould not have riſen-on the occaſion, 
but from an-obſervation which had fallen from the gentle- 
man from Connecticut; he ſhould alſo be for the committee 
riſing, and for the ſame reaſon as the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Harper) and not wiſh them to fit again on 
the ſubject; as this is the wrong time to ſtir up an alarm in 
the country, which he feared debating on this ſubje& would 
have a tendency to do. He profeſſed to be well acquainted 
with the diſpoſition of the people of Maryland, and he knew 
it would create many diſagreeable ſenſations. Nothing could 
poſſibly be gained by the meaſure, and it certainly would 
tend to expoſe our own- weakneſs and inability to carry rhe 
demand into effect. They could not at this time promiſe 
themſelves any good from opening this ſubject, bur much 
alarm and diſaffection may be foſtered. He therefore hoped 
nothing more would be ſaid on the ſubject. a 

Mr. Drangokx ſaid, he had no great objection to the 
committee's riſing ; but a very ſtrong objection to its being 


refuſed leave to fit again. The ſubject before them, he ſaid, 


required full inveſtigation. He did not doubt but the ſtats 
of New-York and other ſtates would act like individuals in 
ſimilar ſituations, viz. honeſtly and fairly. What had been 
ſaid about the mode of ſettlement had nothing to do with the 
preſent queſtion. The referees had ſettled the buſineſs ac. 
cording to mutual agreement; they had heard the parties, 
made the award, — execution was about to be ĩſſued. But at 
this time, one of the parties came forward and objected to the 
mode of ſetlement. What, he aſked, would be thought of 
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an individual who ſhould ſo act? He believed but very indif- 
ferently. Taking it for granted that the ſtate: of N. Vork 
would act like an upright individual in the ſame circumſtan- 
ces, he had great hopes from the propoſed application · Nor 
could he ever conſent to tax his conſtituents until ſome mode 
was taken to collect theſe debts, as he thought them juſt. 
Indeed he conceived it to be a reflection on the debtor ſtates 
to doubt on this ſubje& ; and to ſuppole the application would 
occaſion uneaſineſs and diſcontent, was to impute an unwor- 
thy conduct to. thoſe ſtates- He believed they would act as 
they ought, and if the money was not immediately paid, ſome 
compromiſe would take place. But, he ſaid, it was not 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, that the people of Maſſachuſetts; whilſt 
1,200,000. were due to them on this ſettlement, would con- 
ſent to be taxed to pay their ſhare of the debt, whilſt other 
ſtates were debtors, and were not called upon to pay the 
money which they had received out of the treaſury.; If the 
committee roſe, therefore, he hoped, it would have leave to 
fit again. | 4 > enten 1 
Mz. GILBERT was not diſpoſed to vote for the commitee's 
Tiling at preſent and to be refuſed leave to fit again: he was 
ſurprized to hear gentlemen object to the principle being ex- 
amined upon which the balances were ſettled. He thought 
no man could conſcientiouſly ſay the ſettlement was a fair one: 
not a man on this floor would like to abide by ſuch a reſult- 
When we ſee New-York 2 or 3 millions of dollars in debt 
more than all the other ſtates put together, can it be ſup- 
poſed they will pay it? The report of the commiſſioners ſay 
it is a juſt and bona fide debt: and gentlemen now ſay it is 
not how the ſettlement was made, it muſt be paid- What! 
ſaid Mr. G. was there never a judgment reverſed l was there 
never an arbitration ſet aſide? Certainly there had. What 
evidence have we that there was not an egregiouſly miſtak- 
en principle in the parties who ſettled the accounts? Where 
is the ſubſcription of the parties to the award. He hoped 
the committee would riſe, as it is too late to go into a view 
of the ſubject with the adequate degree of examination due 
to it; and that it would again be brought up for farther dif- 
cuſſion. = 
Mr. LivinGsToN hoped the committee would riſe and 
have leave to fit again. He was glad the ſubje& was ſpoken of 
as being of a delicate nature, and hoped this idea would till 
be obſerved. In this view of the ſubject it ought to have a 
full and diſpaſſionate diſcuſſion. He ſaid he had much to 
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ſay on the ſubjet—more than the lateneſs of the hour would 
admit · He would throw out an idea or two for gentlemen's 
conſideration, that they may prepare an anſwer, and which 
may ſerve for diſcuſſion to-morrow. Fe would obſerve that 
he objected to the nature of the law, and the mode of its ex- 
ecution. The government of the United States had no 
right to ĩimpoſe any demand upon the ſtate of New- Tork, 
except it had given its full conſent to the ſettlement of the 
commiſſioners. The repreſentatives from that ſtate have no 


power given them to agree to that arbitration, nor can they 


without the approbation of their conſtituents. The legiſſa- 
ture have the ſole power to allow it. He did not know of 
any authority the repreſentatives had to bind their ſtate to 
pay debts. | | 

His next ground would be, that if the buſineſs was con- 
ſidered as an arbitration, the right, in caſes of controverſy, 
to ſet aſide the award; were they to be told: that it was the 
intereſt of ſome of the debtor ſtates that theſe balances ſhould: 
be paid, and with the ſame breath gentlemen ſay, it is no mat- 
ter whether the ſertlement was made fairly or not. He did 
not expect to have heard ſuch ſentiments expreſſed: He 
would aſk gentlemen, was the award given between indivi- 
duals in alÞ caſes final? Were not the aggrieved party permit- 
ted to come into every court of juſtice under the ſun to make 
an appeal? Yet they ſhould be told in that houſe, that the 
ſtate of New- York was bound to pay, whether the accounts 
were fairly ſettled or not. One gentleman had taken much 
pains to endeavour to prove it would be to the advantage of 
all the debtor ſtates, except New-York, that the debts ſhould 
be paid, and another gentleman had detailed thoſe advan- 
tagess No doubt it would be of much advantage if fifteen 
ſtates were to throw all their debts upon the other one: but 
would there be any juſtice, or credit, attending ſuch conduct? 
The anſwer was natural. He did not wiſh-to throw any re- 
fletions on the gentlemen who executed the truſt of com- 
miſſioners to this ſettlement : they might have done the beſt 
they could, but certain it was that improper —_—_ to an 
immenſe amount, ſuch as would not have been ſuffered in 
any court of juſtice, were brought in by the creditor ſtates, 
which had turned the balance in their favour, and made 
them creditor inſtead of debtor ſtates. He therefore hoped 
that as theſe matters required further diſcuſſion, the commit- 
tee would riſe and have leave to ſit again. 

E e 
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Mr. DayTox (the Speaker) ſaid, that he ſhould have 


liſtened in ſilence to the gentlemen from New-York, if they 
had contented themſelves with declaring that they were un- 
willing to pay to the United States the debt which upon a 
ſettlement of the accounts of the ſtates had been awarded. to 
be due from them. He ſhould likewiſe, he ſaid, have ob. 
ſerved the ſame line of conduct, if thoſe gentlemen had gane 
no further than to tell the houſe and the world that they 
were rich, and to boaſt that they were more proſperous than 
their neighbours, but when this their vaunting was accom- 
panied with a manner, and expreſſed in a ſtyle calculated to 
caſt a reproach upon all other ſtates whoſe ſituation was not 
equally. proſperous, he owned, that for his own part he 
could not paſſively permit the imputation to paſs unnoticed. 
That the ſtate which thoſe gentlemen ſo happily repreſented 
was wealthier, far wealthier than his own, he meant not to 
conteſt or deny ; but he would never admit, that it was 
aſcribable, as had been ſaid, to their ſuperior induſtry. The 
treaſury of New- Jerſey was not, Mr. D. ſaid, an overflow. 
ing one—their citizens were annually taxed to ſupport their 
government and to pay the intereſt. and part of the principal 
of their debts. If they were comparatively poor, they were 
proportionably honeſt. They had never tarniſhed their re. 
putation of good faith by refuſing to acknowledge their juſt 
debts, nor avowed an unwillingneſs to diſcharge them as falt 
as their reſources ſhould enable them they had never haſt- 
ened to enrich the treaſury of the ſtate by withholding 
from its creditors their juſt demands, nor ſacrificed to the 
falſe pride of wealth the intereſts and claims of thoſe who 
had truſted to their ability and confided in their juſtice. 

Had the ſtate, Mr. Dayton ſaid, which he had the honor 
to repreſent, done otherwiſe, they too might probably have 
boaſted of their ill-gotten wealth, more — if to ſuch 
an act they had added another not more meritorious, that 
of appropriating to their own excluſive uſe a maſs of yalua- 
ble property, the back or Crown lands, ſeized in the courſe 
of the late war from the common enemy, at the common ex- 
penſe, and with the joint forces of the Union. 

Mr. Dayton ſaid, he wiſhed the commitee of the whole 
toriſe, but not for the purpoſe of * them from the 
further conſideration of the ſubject. He hoped they would 
have leave to ſit again and decide upon the reſolutions that 
had been offered to them; for he ſerioully believed, that i 
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ever they were to call upon the debtor ſtates to pay what 
they owed to the Union, this was the proper ſeaſon for do- 
ing it · Every week's delay, whilſt it ſeemed to give new 
ſtrength to the unwillingneſs of thoſe ſtates to diſcharge their 
balances, weakened the ability of the general government 
to enforce them * If ever it was in the power of the United 
States to obtain thoſe debts, it was now : Mr. D. therefore 
hoped that meaſures would now be taken to enforce a pay. 
ment of them. f 6 

Mr. G1LBERT thought the gentleman laſt up had rather 
miſ· ſtated. He did not recolle& that any imputation had 
been caſt on New-Jerſey. He had not boaſted on the opu- 
lence of New-York, nor charged other ſtates with being 
poor : gentlemen, he ſaid, took it for granted that the debt, 
charged to the ſtate of New-York, was a bona fide debt ; 
they think it. is bound in duty and conſcience to pay what is 
ſettled upon it, but he thought this wrong. If gentlemen 
look to the war, no ſtate had done more, or ſuffered more 
than New-York, and none could ſtand higher on the ſcheme 
of merit. It was ſaid, that ſome ſtates had not the ſame ad- 
vantages as others. But why ſhould that gentleman look at 
that particular circumſtance. Had not other ſtates confiſca- 
ted land, and got the pre-emption right of land, as well as 
New-York? Had not Maſſachuſetts ſhared a full part of all 
of the right which New-York claimed, and obtained from the 
Indians ? And had' not New-Jerſey done the ſame? He 
thought ſuch alluſions foreign to the ſubject. Whether the 
debt was juſt or not, would require more time than the pre- 
ſent lateneſs of the hour would allow to prove. 

Mr. HoLLanD hoped, when this buſineſs came forward to 
be inveſtigated, it would have been conducted with temper 
and decorum : particularly from the moderation with which 
the two gentlemen (Mr. Williams and Mr. Smith) began it; 
but the gentleman from Jerſey (Mr. Dayton) remarkable 
for his attention to order, had implicated all the ſtates, re- 
ported to be debtor ſtates, hoping that meaſures would be 
taken now, to enforce payment; he hoped there was juſtice 
among thoſe ſtates, and that they would come forward and 
pay what was due. If they were certain the debt was juſt, 
Mr. H. ſaid, they would without doubt come forward and 
pay, however he knew North · Carolina would: but when it 
was generally believed that improper and fraudulent charges 
had been admitted by the commiſſioners, was it not to be ex · 
pected that there would be a deſire in them to have a review 


( 2 ) 


of the ſettlement? He was confident whenever the debtor 
ſtates ſnould be convinced that the demands were juſt, they | 
would open their funds and pay them, but not before. 
Mr. Dar rox (the ſpeaker). roſe to give a ſhort anſwer tg 
the anembers from North-Carolina and New-York, who had 
commented upon hi#qbſervationss The former. gentleman 
| 

\ 

| 


bad inſinuated that thoſe who advocated the motion had dong 
it with intemperance bordering on indecorum, but Mr. Day. 
ton was happy to find that no expreſſion of his had been 
pointed out, which might be conſtrued into a violation of the 
ſtricteſt rules of decorum and good order, unleſs indeed for 
him to ſay that certain ſtates were dehtors of the United 
States and that they ought to be required to pay what they F 
owed, could be liable to that conſtruction. The member 
from New-York had affected to miſunderſtand him when he 
ſpoke of their having withheld from the other ſtates and apy | 
propriated to their own uſe that immenſe maſs of property 
which had been acquired in the courſe of the war with Great 

| 

( 


Britain and their allies, from the ſavages, at the common ex: 
penſe, and by the common exertions of the forces of the U. 
nited States. He ſuppoſed that every member who heard him 
muſt have known that he did not allude to petty confilcas 
tions, but to thoſe vaſt tracts of land called vacant or crown 
lands, in the conqueſt of Which every regiment belonging to 
New-Jerſey as well as to other ſtates were employed. News 
York had been willing that the Union ſhould participate with 
them in the expenſe and danger of the conqueſt, but, after it 
was effected, they had refuſed any ſhare of the benefits, and 
thus by means of this and other ſpoils had acquired an overy 
flowing treaſury. | | 


* 


Mr. G1LBERT ſaid, it would ſeem by the obſervations of 
the gentleman from New- Jerſey, t hat the conduct of the 
ſtate of New-York was {i with reſpect to their having 
fold their vacant lands. He would aſk if there was a ſtate ig 
the Union which had vacant land, which had not done the 
ſame thing? Had any ſuch ſtate ſhared its land with the U- 
nion ? Certainly not, and he could ſee no propriety in the 
charge againſt New-York. T _— 
Mr. W. SMITH wiſhed to obſerve, in reference to what 
had fallen from the gentleman from New-York (Mr. Liv- 
ingſton) reſpecting that ſtate not being bound by the deciſion c 
of commiſſioners, becauſe the ſtate had not conſented to the 9 
ſettlement. He would remark, that beſides the co-operation ü 


of the repreſentatives of that ſtate, they appointed an agent ü 
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to bring forward their claims, which certainly ſue wed their 
acquieſcence to the proceeding. Mr. S. ſaid he as ſurpriſed 
to hear gentlemen dwell ſo much upon the injuſtice of the 
proceedings of the commiſſioners, and upon the improper 
claims admitted, ſince he did not know how they could have 
come at their knowledge on the ſubject, ſince thoſe proceed- 
ings had never been made public. With reſpect to the unfor- 
runate frigate which had been alluded to by the gentleman 
from N. Vork, he could ſay that the ſtate of South-Carolina 
was then paying for that frigate, and that it was not charged 
to the U. States as had been inſinuated. | 

The committee roſe; and on leave being aſked to fit 
again, | | 
* Ha RRR hoped leave would not be given to ſit again. 
He could not poſſibly contemplate a time when it would be 
expedient to renew this demand; at the ſame time he would 
declare himſelf oppoſed to any thing like a relinquiſhment of 
theſe claims. However, he would not again go over his rea- 
ſons for the committee's being diſcharged from the further 
conſideration of this buſineſs. | | 

Mr. BaLDW1N relied upon it, that leave would be given 
for the committee to fit again. It wauld be in fa& to purſue 
the idea which the gentleman himſelf had lately expreſſed. 
The reſolution under conſideration is commencing the nego- 
ciation with the ſtates which he had recommended. Mr. B. 
expreſſed great confidence that nothing would be neceſſary 
but to commence this * and that the ſtates would 
at leaſt diſcover a ſatisfactory diſpoſition» If it was true, as 
had been contended by ſome members, that the general board 
of commiſſioners had conducted the buſineſs badly, or that 
they were wicked or corrupted, or if it ſhould be thought by 
the ſtates that they had proved themſelves unequal to the 
work, as ſome ſeemed to ſuppoſe, which would ſec aſide their 
award, the ſooner it is known the better, that meaſures may 
be taken to form a new board and begin the matter anew. 
He perſuaded himſelf when they communicated with the 
ſtates, it would be found there was not one which would de- 
lire ſuch a meaſure. When he recalled the recollection of 
the manner in which the. whole war had been carried on 
vithout any rule of apportionment or any ſettlement of ac- 
counts between the ſtates, and the ill- humour which had 
grown out of it, conſtantly. aggravated by the yearly calls on 
the ſtates for monies to ſypport the old union, he was ſure 
that no perſon who was a witneſs to the tranſactions of thoſe 
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times would have a wiſh to ſee them repeated. The amount 
was ſo great, and the whole ſo perplexed, as well as irritat. 
ing, that the friends to the peace and union of the country 


have perhaps never experienced ſo critical and anxious a pe. 
riod. The Delegates uſed to bring forward their own ſtate' 
claims, warmed by local zeal and private intereſt, and the 
councils of the union were for years agitated by the violence 
and paſſions of parties ſettling their own old diſputed ac- 
counts. Experience ſeemed to have convinced every body, 
that no ſettlement could ever be made in that way, that ſome 
perſons muſt be clothed with the character of judges, and the 
whole put over into their hands. e 
In October 1786 the ordinance for this purpoſe firſt paſſed. 
He believed it would be found by the journal that it paſſed 
unanimouſly. He had never himſelf been - witneſs to any 
public meaſure which ſeemed to take off ſuch a preſſure from 
the mind of every one, or which was received with ſuch en- 
thuſiaſm. The meaſure was ſo popular and ſatisfactory, that 
it was thought expedient the next year to extend the 
ſions, and give larger powers of chancery to the 
board · The final ordinance on this ſubject was then paſſed. 
He believed it would be found in the journal about May 6th 
2787, and that this was alſo unanimous. After the forms. 
tion of the government, under the preſent conſtitution, the 
he 


ſame diſpoſition continued, and the act juſt read by the 
tleman from South-Carolina-(Mr. Smith) was paſſed. 
miſtook not, this was alſo without oppoſition. 

Theſe- things, ſaid he, are not unknown in the ſeveral 
ſtatesz the men who were concerned in theſe times and events 
are not all dead; He believed, when they ſhould communi- 
cate with the different ſtate legiſlatures, theſe men would not 
be backward to fhew themſelves, and to ſhew that they were 
ſtill of the ſame mind, and faithful to their engagements. 
Though ſome individuals in this houſe appear to be quite freſh 
on the ſubject, as if they had made new diſcoveries, and ſeem 
diſpoſed to begin anew, and ſay all they know about South- 
Carolina frigate, Penobſcot expedition, ſea- coaſt guards, mili- 
tary bounties, rule of quotaing, &c. &c. which had been for 
months and alinoſt for years the ſubjects of general ſcramble, 
he had no apprehenſion that there would be found in the 
ſtates any diſpoſition to revive thoſe diſgraceful ſcenes. How. 
ever, if the ſtates chooſe to go over the buſineſs again, the 
ſooner it is known the better. This can only be done by writ- 
ing to them as the preſent reſolution propoſes.” If they mean 
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to abide by the preſent ſettlement, and yet ſtate inconvenien- 
cies in complying with it, they who had ſerved moſt with him 
knew, he had not often been an advocate for intemperance 
in public meaſures. He ſhould not forbear to mention that. 
there was one part of the ſubje& which gave to him the moſt 
unpleaſant ſenſations, and that was, where a ſtate had, in a 
manner which he thought was not tobe juſtified, obtained an 
advantage from our treaſury of certificates to the amount of 
one million two hundred thouſand dollars, in the aſſumption, 
before the ſettlement of the accounts, upon a falſe preſump- 
tion that we were indebted to them, when at the time they 
were indebted to us a million of dollars. - He ſhould never 
believe, till he had ſeen the attempt made, that they could 
be reluctant in returning to our treaſury the million two 
hundred thouſand dollars, in certificates, which. had in fact 
been advanced to them by miſtake, or that they could expect 


in ſuch circumſtances the other ſtates to ſubmit to a direct tax 


to raiſe money to pay them a quarterly intereſt on thoſe cer- 
uficates. | ) 2 | 


Mr. Livixes rox could not permit ie to go out to the world 


in the account of this day's debates, that he, or any of his 
colleagues, had made uſe of ſuch expreſſions as charging the 
commiſſioners with being wicked or corrupt, or with being 
bribed · Such expreſſions had neither fallen from him or his 
colleagues. He had the higheſt reſpect for one of them who 


was ſince dead; but ſtill he believed men with the beſt inten- 


tions, might have admitted improper charges to an immenſe 
amount. Indeed it was impoſſible that three men in their 
cloſets in Philadelphia ſhould be able to form a juſt eſtimate 
of the debts of the different ſtates. However, if the commit- 
tee have leave to ſit again, and, if it were determined that 
the ſtates ſnould be called upon for the balances, he ſhould 
bring forward a reſolution to this effect, and ſhew the grounds 
upon which his ſuſpicions were founded. 0 | 

The committee had leave to ſit again. 

Adjourned at half paſt three o'clock. 


Monday, January ad, 1797+ 


Mr. Swanw1CK gave in a petition for John Mare de Bord. 
This was a French gentleman, who had ſerved during the 
late war in the American army. Being poſſeſſed of immenſe 
property in Hiſpaniola, he did not at the end of the war, aſk 
for his pay. Being in the late inſurrection in that iſland. 
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| burned out of his whole property, he came here, and applied 
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for the money due to him, in a petition to the houſe of repre. 
ſentatives. This was during laſt ſeſſion. The committee of 
claims, on his producing a proper atteſtation of his ſervice; 
were going to pay his Lang At leaft he underſtood that 
they were deſigned to do fo; for it is poſſible that he may 
have miſtaken their intention- W ile matters were in this 
train, Mr. de Bord told the committee of claims that he had, 
at one time, received in part of his pay one hundred dollar: 
from Major Haverſham, then in the continental army, and 
now in Georgia · This partial payment, he meant as a matter 
of fair dealing, but Mr. Tracy, chairman of the committee 
ſaw the circumſtance in an oppoſite light. He conceived that 
if part had been paid, it was likely that the whole might have 
been ſo. He, on that account, refuſed to let the petitioner 
pet the money till an atteſted account ſhould be got from 
ajor-Haverſham- The petitioner has been at the nſe 
and trouble of obtaining this account properly certified, ond 
he now came forward in a ſecond petition to Congreſs for the 
balance proved to be due to him. enen 
Mr. PagkER made an objection to this petition on account 
of its being indecorouſſy worded, in having made uſe of the 
name of the chairman of the late committee of elaims (Mr. 
Tracy) inſtead of the committee, when ſpeaking of the fate 
of his former-petition. Mr. P. faid it might appear to con. 
vey ſome reflection on the conduct of Mr. Tracy, which 
ought by all means to be avoided z he hoped therefore, how- 
ever juſt, it would be better worded before it was received. 
Mr. Swanwick ſpoke highly of the merits of this petitioner, 
who, he ſaid, from a pure patriotiſm and a love of liberty, 
had fought in the American cauſe during the late war, for 
which ſervice he never intended to have made a charge; but 
having afterwards gone to the Weſt- Indies, and being one of 
the ſufferers at St. Domingo, by which he was reduced to 
diſtreſs and beggary, he had made a claim upon the United 
States for his ſervices. Mr. S. believed he was now kept 
by a farmer ſomewhere in the country, in conſideration of his 
paſt ſervices; and, as to any informality of his petition he be- 
lieved it aroſe from ignorance of the forms required, (being 
a Frenchman) and not from any intention to offend the legiſ- 
lature of a country, which he termed in the concluſion of kis 
petition, the freeſt and happieſt in the world. 
Mr. Parker ſaid, he ſhould be extremely loth to- with- 
hold juſtice from any petitioner, but he hoped the gentleman 
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would withdraw the petition, and only for the reaſon he had 
before aſſigned. - : | | . 

Mr. W. LyMan was very ſorry the wording of it, from ſo 
trifling a deviation, ſhould make the petition objectionable. 
He did not ſee it at all offenſive, as there was good teſtimony, 
no harm or inſult was meant, and it was owing intirely to 
the gentleman's ignorance of the rules. 

r. Macon ſaid, it had been determined againſt at a for- 
mer ſeſſion, and that, in addition to the other objection, he 
thought, ought to operate againſt receiving it. Although 

to produce an account current which had not 
been produced before, yet, he wondered that had not come 
before the committee laſt ſeſſion, when the gentleman him- 
ſelf was before the committee. This petition was alſo barred - 
by the ſtatute of limitation, and therefore, it ought not to be. 
received. There was ſcarce a caſe, Mr. M. ſaid, but were 
continually coming before the houſe time after time, although 
reported againſt as barred by that act. It was impoſſible to 
get through buſineſs, if this practice was allowed. He ſaid 
the claims of their own citizens were rejected from that rea- 
ſon, and except ſome ne evidence can be produced, it ought 
to operate againſt their admiſſion. 

Mr. Swaxwicx ſaid, the caſe ought not to be prejudged, 
but ſome feeling ought to be exerciſed towards a man who 
had hazarded his life in our ſervice, and is now under ſuch 
reduced circumſtances. | 8 

Mr. TuarchEn ſaid, it appeared to him, that this trifling 
objection, of its not being exactly worded according to the 
will of the houſe, eſpecially when the circumſtances of the 
gentleman are conſidered, ſhould not obtain to prevent its be- 
ing heard. It appeared to him the objections which had been 
raiſed bore a diſreſpe&ful appearance. But it did not ſeem 
there was any ſuch intent in the petitioner. He was of the 
opinion of the gentleman from Pennſylvania that neither that 
nor its having been before the committee of claims ſhould 
prevent its being received. It appears there are new proofs 
to offer which he did not, nor could offer before. He wiſhed 
the gentleman would withdraw his oppoſition- 

The queftion was then put Shall it be referred to the 
committee of claims. Twenty members only riſing in the 
affirmative it was not carried. vg | : 

Mr. Swanw1ck ſaid he had another petition to preſent 
which was of rather an unpleaſant nature, as it complained 
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1 
of the conduct of a publie oſſicer. It was from William Pin. 


chin, meaſurer of coal and ſalt, complaining that he had only 


received 1641- 198. 7d. from Mr. Delaney, the collector, 


inſtead of 3471. 148. 8d. and praying Congreſs to take ſuch 
ſteps in his favour as ſnould give him the balance. It was re. 


ferred to the committee of commerce and manufactures. 
Mr. Swanwick alſo preſented the petition of Philip Stim. 
mel, of this city, ſnuff manufacturer, praying for a remiſſion of 


duties on ſnuff loſt by the. deſtruction of his mill on Ridly 
creek, by a freſh in Auguſt 1795. Referred to the ſecretary 


of the treaſury. | 
Mr. LtviNGsTON preſented two petitions ; the one from 


John Hughes, of New-York, auctioneer, praying for the re- 


miſſion of duties on 73 tierces of Salmon deſtroyed by the 


late fire; and the other from William Uſtick, of the ſame 


place, merchant, for the remiſſion of duties on 73 hogſheads 
and 91 caſes claret, deſtroyed by the ſame unhappy event. 
They were referred to the committee of commerce and ma- 
nufactures. n x 
On motion of Mr. Venable, it was reſolved that all buſi. 
neſs referred to the committee of Elections, in the laſt ſeſſion, 
and not determined upon, ſhould be referred to'the preſent 
committee. Agreed. 4 | | 
Mr. D. Fos rER, from the committee of claims, made re- 
ports on the petitions of Francis Mentges, William Story, 
Sarah Thompſon and Michael Levadoux, which were all of 
them unfavourable to the petitioners. The reports were 
twice read and concurred in by the houſe. . A 
Mr. PRE ER called up the reſolution which ſome days ago 
was laid on the table relative to a call upon the Preſident for 
information with reſpect to the treaty with the Dey and Re- 
geney of * Mr. Parker ſaid, he found in the Preſi- 
ent's addreſs at the opening of the ſeſſion, this paragraph, 
& After many delays and Ae e ariſing out of the 


European war, the final arrangements for the fulfilling of the 


engagements made to the Dey and Regency of Algiers, will 
in all preſent appearance, be crowned with ſucceſs ; but un- 
der _ though inevitable diſadvantages in the pecuniary 


tranſactions, occaſioned by that war, which will render a fur- 


ther proviſion neceſſary.” Under theſe circumſtances, it was 
not only proper to know what farther legiſlative meaſures 
were neceſlary ; but alſo to learn what ſteps had been taken 
for carrying into effect the treaty with the Dey and Regenc) 
of Algiers. It was laſt year, he ſaid, ratified by the Preſi - 
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dent and Senate, and 77 houſe had paſſed the neceſſary ap- 
propriations, and he was ſorry that any delay had taken place 
in carrying it into effect, as he underſtood, ſome of the priſon- 
ers had died between the period of ratification and that of 
the releaſement of the citizens held in ſlavery · Some diffi- 
culties had ariſen, it ſeemed, with which they were not ac- 
quainted, and therefore he had brought forward the preſent 
reſolution, not doubting that the Preſident would readily 
give % Neve er 
Mr. S1TGREAVES ſuggeſted whether it would not be pro- 
per to wait until they received from the Preſident the com- 
munications which they had reaſon to expect from his ſpeech. 
It was certain they ſhould receive information from the pro- 
r department in due time, The Preſident had ſaid, that 
ther appropriations would be neceſſary, and of courſe, in- 
formation would be given them on the ſubject. When this 
information ſhould be communicated, if it ſhould not be ſo 
complete as to ſatisfy the curioſity of the mover of this reſo- 
lution, he might lay a reſolution upon the table, calling for 
farther particulars But, in the mean time, he thought it 
moſt proper to receive the communication which they every 
day expected. He had no objection to the reſolution in itſelf ; 
he only thought it would be more reſpectful to the Preſident 
2 wait a few days for the information deſired, than to aſk 
Or. it, | | | | : 
Mr. PaRKER wiſhed not to fail in reſpect to the chief magiſ- 
trate; but as large ſums of money had been appropriated to 
carry the treaty into effect, and yet, for ſome cauſe or other 
with which they were not acquainted, the buſineſs had not 
been completed; it became important to have ſome informa- 
tion on the ſubject. There was great anxiety, he ſaid, in the 
minds of merchants trading to the Mediterranean, to know 
the ſtate of this affair. He thought, therefore, they ought 
to obtain it as ſoon as poſſible. It was from reſpe& to the 
Preſident that he had not called up the reſolution, before that 
time. If the inquiry was longer delayed, he thought the 
houſe would be wanting in duty to their conſtituents After 
the reſolution, was paſſed, he ſhould not be for preſſing the 
ſubject more than other gentlemen. | 


Mr. Cr ark ſaid, he did not know that there was ſuch a re- 
ſolution on the table till then ; but even from the mover's 
own confeſſion, he did not ſee any uſe in the meaſure, as he 
had ſaid he did not mean to preſs the matter after the reſolu- 


tion ſhould haye paſſed. The Preſident had. told them at 


( 236 


the opening of the ſeſſion that more nioney would be wanted, 


owing to ſome embarraſſment having taken place ; it was 


therefore to be expected that he would give them every ne- 


ceſſary information on the ſubject; but if they entered into 
the preſent reſolution, it would be tacitly charging the Pre. 
ſident with neglect. The ſubject, Mr. Craik ſaid, was not 
particularly preſſing, and, as they had much other buſineſs on 
hand, and as he doubted not, they ſhould have the informa- 
tion in due time, he ſhould be oppoſed to the reſolution. 
Mr. GaLLATIN wiſhed a clauſe in the law, paſſed March 
20, 1794, on intercourſe with foreign nations, to be read! 
he believed it was expreſſed in general terms. [It was read 
and proved to be ſo.]J The Preſident in his ſpeech, when 
he alludes to this ſubject, ſaid Mr. G. only ſays that final 
arrangements for fulfilling the engagements made to the D 
and Regency of Algiers,” &c. and concludes with“ mea- 
ſures are in operation for effecting treaties with the Regen. 
cies of Tunis and Tripoli.” And it was perfectly clear that 
if meaſures had not ſucceeded with the latter powers, there 
was a ſufficient ſum appropriated to carry into effect the trea- 
ty with Algiers ; becauſe there was not only appropriated 
the money for. carrying that treaty into effect, but alſo an ad- 
ditional ſum pf 200,000 dollars for both objects. He did 
not know, therefore, whether they ſhould receive any infor- 
mation on this ſubject, except it was called for. Mr. G. ſaid 
they had already received an eſtimate of the expenſes for the 
year 1797, and although there were ſeveral items relative to 
foreign intercourſe, there was not a ſingle thing about an ap- 
propriation for the Algiers buſineſs. He thought, therefore, 
though ſums might be wanted for effecting treaties with Tu- 
nis and Tripoli, the appropriation would be wanted next 
year, and not this, and therefore there would be money 
enough now for Algiers. The only queſtion was, whether 
It was their duty to aſk for the information contained in the 
reſolution ; he believed it was, eſpecially when they were 
told there had been great pecuniary loſſes, they certainly had 
a right to know what they were. The propoſition, he ſaid, 
did not aſk for information how the treaty had been complet- 
ed, but how the money had been diſpoſed of. This was in- 
formation they had a right to have, in order to form a judg- 
ment whether theſe loſſes might have been avoidꝭd or not; 
and, as he believed they ſhould not have the information ex- 
cept it was aſked for, he ſhould vote for the reſolution. 
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Mr. CI LER did not doubt but the houſe would get the 
information on this ſubject as ſoon as poſſible; and he doubt- 
ed whether it would come one moment the ſooner for the re- 
ſolution; for the Preſident had promiſed it in his ſpeech: 
he therefore ſuppoſed it was now haſtening as faſt as it could; 
and he did not know why the houſe ſnould precipitate the 
Preſident on the ſubject. He wiſhed the houſe to wait a 
few days until in the ordinary courſe of time there was rea- 
ſon to expect it; if it did not then come, he ſhould vote for 
it, not but he thought it was that -very moment preparing 
with all ſpeed to be laid before the houſe ; but at preſent, 
he ſhould vote againſt it. N . FO 9D e 

Mr. Livixcsrod ſaid, gentlemen ſeemed to take it for 
granted, that the Preſident meant to communicate to them 
information on the ſubject of the treaty with the Dey and 
Regency of Algiers. He did not find this in the Preſident's 
addreſs; he found only a kind of excuſe that the treaty had 
not been carried into effect. He did not ſay he would com- 
municate what was the immediate occaſion of the delay. It 
was the duty of the houſe, he ſaid, in a twofold point of view, 
to call for this information; firſt, that they might provide 
the neceſſary fund, and ſecondly, to know what had been the 
cauſe of the great delay. The appropriations for carryin 
the treaty into effect had been long * made, and unleſs 
circumſtances unavoidable; and urgency very cogent, had tak - 


en place, he would not help thinking there muſt have been 


a fault in ſome department or other: from the uſual prompt- 
neſs of the Preſident, it was not to be preſumed the delay 
was with him; but he believed it might be preſumed there 
was a delinquency ſomewhere. It was not enough for them 
to be told that the delay aroſe from unavoidable circumſtanc- 
es; it was their duty to look into the buſineſs, and therefore 
he thought the preſent call a very proper one. x ee 
Mr. Swaxwick ſaid, the gentleman from New-York 
(Mr. Gilbert) ſeemed to think they might wait a few days 
for the information wanted. Mr. S. faid they had already 
waited for a month, and nothing was yet brought forward. 
Their ſeſſion, he ſaid, was limited, and it was important 
that the buſineſs to which the reſolution before them related, 
ſhould be ſpeedily taken into conſideration. It was very im- 
portant as it reſpected commerce, which was never in a more 
critical ſituation than at preſent. It was high time, he ſaid, 
to go into an inquiry on this ſubject, in order to know the 
train in which the buſineſs was placed, and to what the de- 


3 


lays had been owing- He believed they had been owing to 

the derangements of money tranſactions in Europe; but of 

this they ought to be ——— z and, if there was any char 

to be made againſt that houſe on the "occaſion, i it was for hay. 
delayed the inquiry ſo long. _ 

Ir. G1LBERT ſaid, the gentleman laſt up ſeemed to ſpeak 

as if the houſe had nothing to do, and were waiting for, buſi. c 
— from the Preſident. He ſaid there were various obj jets 0 
of great importance to the United States, which called for 0 
their attention ; and as he had before ſaid, a ſhort time would a 

robably bring the information w without application ; and as Wl fi 
they did not know that it was uneceſſarily retarded,there \ wan 
no uſe in paſſing the preſent reſolution. | p 

Mr. S1TGREAVES ſaid, gentlemen who ſupported this a mo- 
tion, ſpoke as if the ri ht of the houſe had been diſputed to t 

make the inquiry. He had not heard this —5 The 5 
only reaſon for oppoſing it was, that it was unneceſſary, and 
leſs reſpectful than it would be to wait for the communica- 
tion. The Preſident had ſaid, that a farther appropriation 
was neceſſary this ſeſſion, and he thought this was a ſufficient 
anſwer to his colleague (Mr. Gallatin, ) and not next ſeſſion, 
and therefore, he = he would take care, at a conye- 
nient ſeaſon, the neceſſary information was laid before them 
He would not call upon them to make appropriations with - 
out ſhewing both the neceſſity and the quantity required 
He had already ſaid there could be no queſtion, about their 
right of calling for the information in queſtion; but be 
would not be underſtoodto preſume with the gentleman, from 
New-York (Mr. Livingſton) that there was a delinquency 
ſomewhere ; if this were preſumed, it would be diredly.w 
oppoſition to the aſſertion of the Preſident, who had told 
them the circumſtances of delay, &c+ had been ine vitable.— 
Upon what principle, therefore, gentlemen ſhould conceive 
there had been a delinquency ſomewhere, he could x not ſee 
He was therefore oppoſed to the reſolution. 436, of 

The queſtion was put and carried, 3 2 44 | 

Mr. Parker and Mr. Grove were appoint 5 wait on 
the Preſident with the reſolution. 

Mr. Swanw1ck moved, that the report of the c committee 
of commerce and manufactures on the ſubject of kidnapping 
negroes and mulattoes, ſhould be recommitted to that com- 
mittee, with inſtructions to report by bill or aches. 
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On motion, the queſtion was divided, “ ſhall the report 
be recommitted to the committee of commerce and manufac- 
tures Carried. | 

4 And that they report by bill or otherwiſe.” 
Ayes 44. Carried. | 

Mr. MukRav ſaid he had laid a reſolution upon the table 
on the ſubject ſomewhat connected with the one juſt difpoſed 
of, which he wiſhed to call up- It was for the appointment 
of a committee to inquire into the propriety of amending the 
act reſpecting fugitives from juſtice, and perſons eſcaping 
from the ſervice of their maſters. | 8. 

The reſolution was agreed to, and a committee was ap- 
pointed of Meſſieurs Murray, Cooper and Kittera- | | 

The order of the day was next called for on the report of 
the committee of ways and means, on the balances due from 
individual ſtates to the United. States. The houſe according- 
ly entered into a committee of the whole on the ſubject, Mr. 
Muhlenberg in the chair, when | 

Mr. Cooper ſaid he had no expectation when this buſineſs 
was firſt brought forward, that he ſhould have taken any part 
in the debate that might ariſe on the mode of dunning the 
ſtate of New-York for a balance of about two millions of dol- 
lars ſaid to be due the United States. Yet, when he heard a 
1 from Connecticut, (Mr. Coit) ſeem to pride him- 
elf that a ſettlement had been made and our ſtate found in 
debt, and treating our complaints of errors in that ſettlement 
8 or *childiſh : when he heard a gentleman from 
New-Yerſey (Mr. Dayton) declare, in a ſerious tone of 
voice, that no conſideration would ever induce him to relin- 
quiſh that claim; although errors may have exiſted, although 
frauds may have been introduced, although we may have 
many large and juſt demands not brought forward at the 
time of ſettlement z notwithſtanding all this, it ſeems the gen- 
tleman's ears are ſhut to our complaints: when he heard a 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Nicholas) bring forward a 
reſolution to ſequeſtrate, or in milder words, withhold the 
ſtock which the ſtate of New-York has in the funds of the 
United States: when he heard a gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Baldwin) who had been on the floor of Congreſs almoſt 
from the beginning ; when he had heard that gentleman, 
with all his experience in the money concerns of the nation, 
declare, that the United States was always conſidered in- 

debted to the ſtate of New-York until the ſettlement was 
made, and by this declaration bringing into view high-toned 


(i 29: ) 


evidence that errors did exiſt againſt us in that ſettlement ; 


for, I contend, ſaid Mr. Cooper, that men and governments 
always have a pretty correct idea of their general concerns. 
— To hear all this and be ſilent, ſaid he, would be criminal: 


yet to argue on the ſubje&, ſeemed to be of little uſe ; for, 
when we look the United States in the face and demand of 
them neither more nor leſs than ſubſtantial juſtice ; when we 


complain that egregious errors exiſt in the general ſettle. 


ment; when we ſtate that many juſt charges of large amount 
were not brought forward; when we ſtate that large quan- 
tities of wheat were delivered by our ſtate to the armies of the 
United States at the depreſſed price of one dollar per buſhel, 
according to a price-limiting ſtatute of our ſtate, exiſting at 
that time, and certificates ified by the officers for this leſs 
than quarter price; when we ſtate that ſome other ſtates re. 
ceived certificates at five dollars per buſhel for their quotas of 
wheat, and that thoſe certificates courited on their face at the 
time of liquidation and ſettlement with ours : when we ſtate 
that powder-houſes were erected at the expenſe of our (tate, 
and the proceeds turned into the magazines of the U. States, 
and the charges never brought in at the general ſettlement: 
when we complain of theſe Tardibips, what anſwer do we re- 
ceive? Why, from Connecticut, the ſettlement is had; we 
do not underſtand you ;—from Maſſachuſetts, a ſtill more 
aiſagreeable tone, even a ſort of intimation that we are quib- 
blers from New- Jerſey, a ſolid declaration that no con- 
{ideration ought to diminiſh or diſmiſs this demand—giving 
our complaints to the wind, without a hearing ;—from Vir- 
ginia, a ſtill more tough pill, even an attempt to /equeſtrate 
our ſtock. And why, or for what cauſe are we thus roughly 
handled ; is it, ſaid he, becauſe our government, in order to 
keep up the armies of the United States, gave a bounty of 
hundred acres of land to ſuch as would ſerve three years? 
it becauſe our ſeaporrs were in the hands of the enemy dur- 
ing the whole war, our towns conſumed with fire, and our 
merchants driven to the mountains? Is it becauſe our fron- 
tiers were over-run with white men from Canada and ſavag- 
es from the wilderneſs—our flouriſhing villages laid waſte, 
and the inhabitants carried into ſavage captivity ? Is it be- 
cauſe our middle counties bore the burthen of being the ſeat 
of our own armies for ſeveral years? Or is it — the re · 
venue which our ſtate produces to the Union is not more than 
a quarter of the whole revenue of the United States, that 
ſeveral ſtates whoſe revenue to the Union is next to nothing 


1 


—— A — wes. - 4 _ = 8Þ_ £4 oo tw. DVvcx 


Eqn ,vqqJ 51 [Romo © - 


* 


6 247 3 


* 


are ſo deaf to our complaints of errors and hardſhips on our 
in that ſettlement? 

What o err , faid Mr. . ſhould we have of a berchet, 
who ſhould refuſe to corre an error of great amount in k 
ſettlement made with his fellow merchant, but ſhould plead 
the ſertlement, and thus hold What he had got by a miſtake 

or by a trick? Why, = would be his tr eee 
this man who is only bound by W AE la, Would do any unjuſt 
thing werd it not 5 Ne would, if you pleaſe, pick 
pockets, were it W fo the nalfy, that. follows. 

457 honeſt man is never a Wy have his charges/exam- 

* and again; knowing that the more the truth is 
rubbe the brighter it ſhines. If the charge of the Vnired 
States a gainſt bir — is a juſt one, it will not be the Tefs ſo 
for a new s hearing. 1 again repeat it, ſaid he, what individual 
would refuſe a Te-examination of his accounts, if ſtared m 
the fate by > fellow trader, ſtating ct he Rad obtained 
greater part of his wealth by an error in ſettlement? No 
man would, no man dare. The frpwns of ſociety would pro- 
ſtrate him for ever were he to attempt it, and more eſpecially 
if the perſon of whom he had taken this advantage, was a 
man of good fame and of equal ſtanding with himſeff. And, 
in this pins of view, I contend, ſald he, that the ſtate of N. 
York, is of ſufficient reſponſibility i in the Union; and of fuch 
reputation as to her re as to have a fair claim on tlie 
United States, that an order may be had for a new hearing. 

We further et = tterly of & he rule under which 
ſettlement took n 

In ſhort, ſaid" he, "Fi is — if it is dignified; for 
the United States to refuſe us a de ente or attempt to 1 


queſtrate out ſtock, it is not Fee it is not les di 
nified for our ſtate to ſell and traysfer their ſtock ip the p- 
lic fund, and withhgld payment of the 120 until the error 
which exiſt a againſt ys, can be corrected. 

{ ſhall be aſked, ſaid he, how this can be gone ? on hich 
ſubje& I be beg leave to advance a thought that hath ſtruek my 
mind as a thing that would be ſatis factory to our ſtate , and 
no more diy ſubſtantially bonotable and juſt on the part 
of the United States; which idea I ſhall caſt befors the com- 
mittes, to the end that if the ineafure now before the com- 
mittee ſhould prove inſufficient, ſomething on it: baſis may 
be adopted. that is, that three commiſſioners be veſted with 
full power from the United Srates, to join three comtinifione- 
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ers from our ſtate, with like power · Let them hear and de. 
termine whether any, and if any how much we are in debt to 
the. Il nion. I have no doubt, ſaid he, ſuch a meaſure would be 
ſatisfactory to our legiſlature, and I believe if found in debt, t 
would make a e payment. Should Congre 
refuſe a re-hearing of the juſt complaints of that ſettlement, 
as it relates to our ſtate, which is intitled to this ſort of tend, 
dealing, I ſhall be for no proviſion being made to pay. 
demand. On the other hand, ſhopld Congreſs offer this xc. 
ſonable and fair thing of a re- hearing, and our. ſtate refuſe 
or. neglect to act, I ſhall be greatly ee in wel at- 
government, which I am ſure. is fr 
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and of a durable nature. „ 
„ Mr. Haven ſaid, when theſe reſolutions were firſt propel. 
ed, he did not think them very exceptipnable, being brought 
forward on the plauſible ground of giving. information to the 
| different ſtates of the ſums in which they ſtood indebted ; but, 
if his information was right, notification had already been 
made to the different ſtates, of the amount of the balances 
found againſt them, and, therefore, ee roy! 
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that ſtate. He thought it probable that this was the opinion 
H ſubſtantial 8 uſtice . —— that — 
ed ; atleaſt, that the th 
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cauſe proviſion to be made, &c. Mr. H. ſaid he could ſee th. 
no objection which could be reaſonably made to this amend- 
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ment · If the ſtate of New-York had any objections to the 
ſettlement, they would of courſe appoint an agent to inquire 
into the mode in which the accounts had been ſettled; this 
inquiry would produce ſatisfaction, and whatever was found 
A the balance, it Would be cheerfully paid; but if this a- 
n nt were not a þ- * to, he ſaid there wight be embar.” 
raſſments thrown in Way —embifenctits which might 
prove inſurmountable. 
It had been remarked, Mr. H. Laid; that this was a kind of 
arbitration, and'that theaward was final. He never ander- 


| ſtood it in that point of light. Tf the buſineſs had aſſumed the 


face'of an arbitration, it would have been ſettled in a public 
manner. An agent would not only have been appointed to 
bring in their own claims, but alfo'tohave examined thoſe of 
others. But the buſineſs had been ſettled rather in a private 
manner than otherwiſe. The books had been kept from 
view- If there had'been no irregularity in the ſettlement, 
he could ſee no objection to its being laid before the United 
States at large · He had always underſtood there was ſome 
reaſon for keeping the accounts from public inſpection, and it 
appeared ſomewhat ſtrange. It looked as if there had been 
ſome errors committed which it were improper to ſhew to the 

people of the United States. At auy The fuch ideas had pre- 
vailed 3 they had at leaſt prevailed in the ſtate of New-York. 
For theſe reaſons, he truſted, the amendment” would "mor ke 
objected to. 

Mr. HenDerSON hoped the awendmdine would not ; gow 
vail : it looked like inviting objections, at a'time when there 
was no proof that any objections exiſted to the payment-of 
the balances in queſtion. It was allowed by the oppoſers of 
the report before them that at ſome period it would be pro- 
per to enter into a negociation with the debtor ſtates z- he 
thought there could be no better time than tlie preſent, nor 
any better mode than that preſcribed by the reſolutions be- 
fore them. 

Mr. K1TCHELL ſaid, it ſeemed to him as if the anteridment 
was introduced for the purpoſe of giving the ſtate of N. York 
an opportunity to make apologies for not doing what juſtice 
and honor'required of them ; af ſuppoſed that the balance 
wasto be drawn and then kicked out of doors. It was very 
extraordinary, he ſaid, that New- Vork havin ng been notified 
upwards of two years of this debt, they would now require 


hem to > give ſome plea in Juſtification of thely hor ore 
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entleman up ſome time ago (Mx · Cooper had paint- 
png of that ſtate durin G the wir, In 17 ſtr 
— — Mr. K. ſaid, they had Wafer th of t them been Laps 
2 Ne and other ſtates during that period 
it might be ell wo thas: er ſtates did : NY 

and Agel as much,  New-Jerſ 253 be ſaid, 7 ae 2+ 
— to complain of ſufferin ing, and, per eee png e 
that ſtate. But while that gentleman ew. 
Vork bad done, Mr. Kieche hell would ſpeak. of. 4 . 118 
had not done: New-Jexſey had not T her time 
the war in arranging her accounts, inſtead of being at active in 
the cauſe of the country. She did not % dawn 4. 
eaſy at the end of the war, and not care about her debt; 
ſhe taxed ber on citizens heavily to ſettle thoſe.account 
She did not take her acconnts and put them into the bande 
A. B. and C. mean while neglecting to pay her [RO 
by. which the happened not to be a debton ſtate. 
at the cloſe of the war obtain any money unjuſtly: ja, 
treaſury of the United States 3— nor did ſhe come forward 
and ſeize on lands won by freemen from, tyrants :—ſhedi 
not impoſe taxes on neighbouring ſtates to the amount of. 
or an hundred thouſand; dollars per annum e ſhe hi 
every thing to fęar, and every thing to | fuller, as 
New. York- 'The-houſe, l he ſaid, — called Aubrey = 
forward to do what was juſt and right- e only aſk them, 
ſaid Mr. K. to come forward to pay what was awarded-as 
juſtly due from them. As to the method of the payment, that 
is not ſpecified: if they think this or that is the beſt manner 
to do it, let them come forward and ſtate it.; but if they re. 
fuſe to ſettle it, they muſt be made. Let.them ſtate their 
objeftions themſelves : he preſumed they had not delegated 
their repreſentazives.to come to that houſe and object to the 
payment of their debts; no, they were ſent. there for the 
good of the Union, to attend; to legiſlative buſineſs, and he 
thought they ought not to have interfered in this buſineſs 
without a delegated power. He ſhould object to the amend- 
ment: but as to the reſolution, he hoped. it, would paſs in its 
firſt form; and when paſſed, New-York could come — 
and ſtate any objection they may have, and then l 
tice would doubtleſs he done. 

Mr. Havrx ſaid, the gentleman from Jerſey. bad been 
telling the houſe of what. that ſtate had not done, but be may 
with propriety be reminded of what it, had done. Did not 
the gentleman recollect when that ſtate laid a very heavy 
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tax on the light-houſe at Sandy-hook z he would aſk him what 
principle that was from? Mr. H. would not have mentioned 


this, but as the gentleman had been boaſting about the good 


conduct of the ſtate he repreſented, be could not refrain. He 
ſaid, he deſpiſed any gr pe advocation on ſtate merits or 
degradation on ſtate evils : he 8 ſuch eaingy had an. 
eee aſpect to other parts of the Union: he there- 


fore wiſhed it had been avoided, hut ſince it had been brought 


up, it could not well be left. That gentleman. ſaid the ſtate, 
of Jerſey had not engroſſed the back lands: he would aſk him 
whether it was not becauſe they never had it in their power ? 
They could not get at them, but wherever it lay in choir ju- 
riſdiction, Mr. f. was perſuaded, they would have done it. 
However the tax on the light-houſe could well be remem- 
bered, if nothing elle. * l „ 
Mr. K1TCHELL ſaid, he did not mean to reflect on the 
ſtate of New-York.; He intended only to refer to what had 
been {aid about the induſtry and wealth of that ſtate at the 
expenſe of all the other ſtates. With reſpect to the tax laid 
Don the light-houſe, he would aſk whether the ſtate of 
New-York had not. laid taxes upon every. ſhallop and boar 
which paſſed from New-Jerſey to that ſtate? | 
Mr. Sway wick ſaid, it was of little importance to the 
houſe, what taxes had been laid by the ſtate of New- Vork 
or Ne- Jerſey · He hoped the amendment would not paſs, 
becauſe it would ſeem as if they themſelves doubted the juſ- 


ce of the debt · If they had objections to the demand, they 


would ſtate them, without any proviſion. for the purpoſe. 
Mr. Livixes ro ſaid, he ſhould confine his obſervations 
to the amendment, as that was under conſideration. When 
the general reſolution was under debate, it was objected by 
the repreſentatives from the ſtate of New. Vork, that ſhe 
could not be bound to pay the balance in queſtion, becauſe the 
had not given. Leon as a ſtate to the law for appropriat- 
ing the mode of ſettlement z but now they were told they 
muſt wait till that ſtate make objections; that the delegates 
in that houſe had no right to object to it, yet the ſtate was to 
be bound by this ſettlement which was made according to a 
law paſſed by the delegates of that ſtate in common with 
others,. . But if the delegates had not a right which was his 
e 
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He ho: therefore, the 


. 

Mr. L. ſaid, he did not chiuk the amendment of his col- 
league invited obſeckion. The friends of the reſolution told 
them that the application as made to NON whether it was 
agteeable to the ſtates to pay the money or npt. Now the 


amendment made the explanition what they ſaid it was, bur. 
what a ppeared to the Ae 


to avoid, delay ; becauſe, if it 85 56 egatived, he ſhould think 
it his duty, t to call ſor ſome delay, before the houſe a greed to 
pafs the reſolution before them. He therefore hoped? if 


gentlemen wiſhed for celerity, or conſiſtency with their own. 


argument, they would not oppoſe the amendment 
The motion was put and negatived, there deing only at 
members for it. * 
Mr. Lives rox then moved, that the cominittee "riſe for 


the Aa? a poſtponement. He thought . had a 


ht to aſk this from the candour of the houſe. It was'a 
fab) ect, he ſaid, which required mature conſideration, and 
Kee time than gentlemen had yet been able to give it. He 
hoped therefore this delay would be granted. He wiſhed 
before he decided on the buſineſs to obtain the ſenſe of his 


. conſtituents on the ſubject. For his own part he did not, 
- wiſh the deciſion to be put off altogether.” He knew the'dif- 


advantages under which the repreſentatives of what were 
called the debtor ſtates Jaboured, and he wiſhed to have it 
determined whether the ſtate of New-York was a debtor or 
a creditor, whether the whole tranſaction was to be binding 
or whether the whole ſhould be buried in oblivion.” The re- 
ſult, he ſald, might be this. The delegates from the ſtate of 
New. Vork do not repreſent her as à ſeparate ſtare, but as 3 
ſtate of the whole. It was poſſible that that ſtate might 
come to ſuch meaſures, as N12 induce her repreſentatives 
in that houſe to withdraw farther oppoſition te to the refolu- 
tion before them. 

Mr. W. SMITH hoped, as tie gentlemap ſeemed ſo ear- 
neſtly to wiſh it the committee Would riſe. | 

The committee accordingly. roſe and obtained Rave to fr 
again, when, 

Mr. Livixes rox aſked if it was in order to diode to poſt. 


pone the buſineſs to a day certain ? 2? If ſo, he wiſhed' * poſt- 


poned till that day three weeks. 

The ſpeaker informed Mr. L. that de buſthete was not 
then before them, and Mr. W. Smith moved that the houſe 
adjourn— it adjourned accordingly. 


legates from New. ert doubtfu - 
endmient would prevail. If. 
it ſhould nor, it would cauſe what gentlemen feemed to wiſh 
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mad. ad an COM ni buen ? 
O Zugſaday, January 3. bai i TH Dt 
L.“ eilt vt bag awyort j, bs coi 361 ith 
| The Per, a before the hauſe the certificate; and re+ 
turn of Samuel Whittleſey Pana, of Connecticut, in the 
room of Mr. Tracey appointed a ſenator ::: 
Mr. Daya took the gath and his ſeat in the houſe; .'/ 
Mr. DWionr Fosrxx, from the committee of, claims, 
made repor on the petitions of, James Betts, John Day, 
William Caldwell and John and Elizabeth London, which 
were againſt the petitioners, were twice vad, and coocurred 
in by t e houſe. ng ät hn EEE IO Fn eG 1625; 4 
Mr. Coir, from the committee appointed to,inquire.into, 
and report their opinion of the equity and expediency of ex- 
tending to the repreſentatives of officers and ſoldiers of the 
late army, who died in the ſervice, the benefits given hy the 
reſolution of Congreſs of September 16, 1776, to the repre- 
ſentatives of officers. and ſoldiers ſlain by the enemy, made 
the followi N. „„ „ os bag od nen wil l. 
That by “ dition to, che pay and 


. 
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wilt 1 
ſaid reſolution, in ad 
bounty in money and clothing to officers and ſoldiers who 
ſhould ſerve in the army during the war, certain quantities 
of land were promiſed to thoſe who ſhould ſo ſerve, and to 
the repreſentatives of thoſe, who, ſhould, be; ſlain, by the ene- 
my ; and that, by a reſolution. of Congreſs on the eighteenth 
of the ſame month the ſame encouragement was extended to 


thoſe who had engaged before that time as well as after it. — 


For a variety of reaſons which your committee ſuppoſe. it of 
no conſequence for them to detail to the houſe, they can well 
conceive that it might have been a queſtion of expediency, at 
the time of paſling the ſaid reſolutions, whether the benefits 
ſecured to thoſe who were ſlain, ſhould not have extended to 
thoſe who died, in the ſervice z but thoſe reaſons appear to 


have no application to the preſent. queſtion z, and it is now 


more than twenty years ſince that refolution paſſed, and more 
than thirteen ſince the cloſe of the ſeryice to which it appli- 
ed: your committee are therefore of opinion, that there are 
no conſiderations, either of equity or of expediency, which 


would either, juſtify or require the extenſion contemplated 


The houſe concurred with the report. 
A petition of John Stadler was received, praying that a 
grant of two thouſand acres of land, which he had obtained 
previous to the revolution, by virtue of a proclamation from 


78... x 2. 
the King of England in 1763, may be confirmed to him i in 


the unappropriated lands north-weſt of the Ohio. 
Alſo, the petitions of William Brown and William M*Cay 


reſpectively praying compenſation for wan es repdered, or 
loſſes and injuries ſuſtatnetin\the army. 3 £11 

Referred to the committee bf claims. 

Mr. Swanwick, from the ——9 5 commerre enge 
manufa@ures, made reports on the petitions of ohn Je | 
Lewis H, Guirlaim, Wnliam Ultick, jun- and 0 
for the remiſſion ef duties on merchaudiſe d dyed 1b 
late fire at New-York; which were to this effect: “ that 
would be introducing a dangerous principle to the re vent 
of the United Saves 80 o grant krelef in caſes of this kind, which 
were more the objects of private inſurance, than” of a 
contribution.” The prayers of the petitioners were chert. : 
fore rejected · The houſe concurred. Mr. Swanwick, from 
the ſame committee, alſo reported on the petition of Jeremi 
Ciſſel, and others, pilots within the Cheſapeak Bay, prayir 


that a law might be paſſed to r Toene, uniformly the con | 
of -pilots/ throughout the Unite States : © that though — l 
did not endend it-necefſary at preſent to paſs a law to r 5 : 


late the conduct of pilots throughout the Union, they thou 


it would be uſeful to paſs a law — the regulation of the con. 
duct of pilots in the waters of the Cheſapeak : and recom- 
mended a reſolution to that effect, which was a to, and 
referred back to the committee to bring in a bill. 4 

Mr. Swanwick alſo neported on the petition of Barthel 
mew Saraziu, a ſufferer by fire at Cape Francois, that, du 
the preſent negotiation with the French Republic, no 
could be taken with reſpect to this and other petitioners tothe 
ſame effect. The prayer was therefore recommended not io 
be granted, and the houſe concurred. | 

Mr. Gxis wol p, from the committee to whom was 1 
red the petition of Amos Ailes, praying to be put in poff 
on of certain lands to which he profeſſes to have a claim, made 

a report · The report was againſt the petitioner ; but, upon 

motion of Mr, G. Jackſon, who was of opinion the petitioner 
was intitled to the lands in queſtion, and that if a little time 
was —— he could prove it to the ſatisfaction of the 7 * 


the deciſion upon the report was poſtponed to the firſt Mon- 
day in February. 


On motion of Mr. Swanwick, ſo much of the report of 
the committee of commerce and manufactures as related * 
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the petition. of Aaron Sheffield, on the ground of new evi- 
dence being received, was recommitted to that coramittee. 
The houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
| whole on the report of the committee of ways and means on 
the ſubject of the balances due from individual ſtates to the 


United States being under conſideration. _ 

Mr. WILLLaMs moved that the farther conſideration of 
the ſubje& ſhould be poſtponed to that day three weeks, for 
the reaſons which had been urged by his colleague yeſterday. 

Mr. CoiT hoped, except ſome ſtronger reaſons than had 
yet been Sven for the poſtponement, it would not take place. 
The conduct of gentlemen from the ſtate of New- York,' he 
thought extraordinary on this occaſion. It appeared 'as if 
i they wiſhed to give the buſineſs the go-by in ſilence, by means 
i of delay. There had already been time enough for bringing 
1 objections forward, if there had been any, for the laſt three 

years; but now when they were about to be called upon to 

pay, time was demanded in which to bring forward objec- 

a For his part, he thought the teſoludon ought to paſs 

at preſent. 15 C OE TED 

Mr. LIvIxcsrox was ſorry the deputation from N. Vork 

ſhould be ſuſpected of diſingenuous conduct. They had ex- 

plained their reaſons for wiſhing tlie poſtponement, which 

vas that they might have an opportunity to conſult the ſtate 

which they repreſented, and not tb give the buſineſs rhe go- by 

in lilence, as the gentleman from Connecticut had ſuppoſed. 

k Some of thoſe members did not confider themſelves as repre-' 
'; ſentatives of New-York in a ſeparate independent capacity, 
but in general as a ſtate of the Union, and that it was neceſ- 

ſary to bins particular inſtructions on this point. The report, 
be ſaid, had only been laid a few days on the table; and if 
bis motion had yeſterday been in order for 2 nement, 
he had not a doubt, from the diſpoſition of the houſe, it would 
have paſſed. The gentleman from Connecticut had ſaid that 
three years had paſſed ſince the ſettlement of rhefe accounts, 
and no objection had been made to it on the part of N. York. 
He acknowledged three years had elapſed and no ſteps had 
been taken to enforce the demand. He believed indeed thar 
there was a kind of underſtanding at the time, that theſe 
debts were to be buried in oblivion. The creditor ſtates had 
had their credits ſecured, but no order had been taken with 
reſpe& to the debts. He mentioned this as a reafon for no 
ſteps having been taken. 1 ava of it however only from 
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infor mation. He hoped the delay of | three years in the buſi. 
neſs, would not be brought as an objection againſt the ſhort 


poſtponement now aſked for. It had never been their cuſtom, 
he ſaid, to preſs ſubjects which were important, when delay 
was required by any member on reaſonable ground. The 
time aſked was only a few weeks, that the members may con. 
ſalt their conſtituents, after which they were willing to give 
the diſcuſſion all the weight it would admit. He therefor 
relied upon it that the poſtponement would be granted. 
Mr. N. S$M1TH ſaid, it was never the cuſtom of the houſe 
to preſs a ſubject when there was x reaſonable ground for 
delay. The gentlemen from New-York ſaid it was neceffary 
to hear from their ſtate on the preſent ſubject, as they were 
not authoriſed to act for that ſtate in its individual capacity. 
He agreed that they had no «x to appear in behalf of that 
ſtate, individually, but he could ſee no reaſon for waiting to 
hear from thence before the reſolution in queſtion was paſt, 
Could they not reſolve to aſk a debtor for payment, without 
aſking leave of that debtor ? Were they about to adopt coer. 
cive meaſures, it would be reaſonable to give them notice; 
but they were merely aſking for the money. This, he aid, 
was the proper mode of doing it, and would draw forth their 
objections, if they had any, to the payment. Theſe objeQtions 
would be given by the ſtate, and this was the regular way of 
receiving them; and therefore he could ſee no poſſible rea- 
ſon to poſtpone the preſent queſtion. © "= 
Mr. GILERA r ſaid, it would be recollected when the ſub 
je& of theſe balances were under conſideration three years 
ago, that there was really an underſtanding in many of the 
debtor ſtates, that, though it was neceſſary that proviſion 
ſhould be madg for funding what was due to the creditor 
ſtates, there the buſineſs would ſtop; and, when the mo- 
tion for relinquiſhing the debts was agitated, it was ſaid there 
was no occaſion to paſs ſuch a reſolution, as there was no dil- 
poſition in government to enforce the payment. A member 
then in the houſe; and who was alſo one of the commiſſioners, 
made the motion for relinquiſhing the claim, as improper. It 
was obſeryed by the gentleman laſt up from Connecticut (Mr. 
Smith) that the members from New-York had no buſineſs to 
repreſent that ſtate individually. He did not underſtand the 
meaning of this aſſertion. Though he conſidered himſelf as 
a repreſentative of the Union, he thought himſelf particularly 
ſo of New-York. In making this claim, Mr. G. ſaid, the 
" houſe ſhould be aſſured it was well-founded. Whether it was 
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ſo or not, this was the proper time to ſhew, and it was therefore 
neceſſary that the repreſentatives of New - Vork ſhould have 


time to collect facts toſhew that the debt was not a fair one. 
There was no diſpoſition, he ſaid, in thoſe members to give 
this motion the go-by ; but the ſubject was of a ſerious nature, 
and required the delay which had been ſolicited. Another 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Coit) had endeavoured 
on a preceding day to make it appear that it would be the in- 
tereſt of the other ſtates to make New-York pay the debt in 
queſtion- Upon the ſame plan, he ſaid, it might be the inte- 
reſt of all the ſtates in the Union to combine and throw a 
tax on an individual ſtate. He hoped the motion would 
prevail. + MA. 1 1 

a Mr. Cunlsrix wiſhed the poſtponement not to take place. 
The gentleman who made the motion, had already had an 
opportunity of making a, long ſpeech on the occaſion, and, if 
the ſubje& was put off for three weeks, he ſuppoſed they 
ſhould have the ſtory over again. He did not poſſeſs the fear 
which his colleague had expreſſed, of imitating the debtor 
ſtates by aſking for payment. He thought when they want- 
ed money, they ought to call upon thoſe who owed it for 
payment- If they gave the buſineſs the go-by now, they 


ſhould never receive any thing. He was for bringing it to 


an immediate termination. 3 TT 

Mr. Macon ſaid, he ſhould vote for the poſtponement. 
His reaſon was, that whatever was determined upon the deb- 
tor ſtates might not have it to ſay they had been unfairly 
uſed. North-Carolina could not be intereſted in the delay ; 
but gentlemen from New- Vork had ſtated that they could, 
by means of the propoſed. delay, obtain certain facts which 
would throw light upon the ſubject. He did not know that 
this would be the caſe; but he thought they ought to be in- 
dulged, as very frequently delays were granted in buſineſs 
of much leſs importance. This very day, he ſaid, a poſtpone- 
ment had taken place in a deciſion upon a report, reſpecting 
ſome land in the back country on a plea of gaining informa- 
tion; and ſurely, when this liberty was allowed in matters 
of comparatively ſmall moment, it ought to be allowed on a 
ſubject which perhaps was the moſt delicate that ever came 
before that houſe. He knew it was the general ſentiment 
of his ſtate that if the ſettlement had been a fair one, they 
ſhould not have been debtors but creditors; the poſtpone- 
ment was, however, for too ſhort a time to benefit them ; 
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hut, as it had been deſired by the gentlemen from N. York, 


he wiſhed it to take place. 2 | 
Mr. Muxray faid, as a poſtponement. for three weeks 
would not anſwer any purpoſe to the gentlemen of North. 
Carolina, he wiſhed it hag been moved to extend it to fix, 
He would for his part vote for any amenament, fe a meaſure 


ET. Vos 


of the ſentiments of that ſtate, could be expected to be gained 
by the propoſed inquiry? Nothing, he fe 
and diſunion, e, with which, four million of dollars 
ſank into nothing. If 2 delay for three weeks were to take 
place, the juſtice of the claim would not be leſſened, and gen. 
tlemen who deſired it would be ſatisfied. And beſides, he 


hoped, if a delay of one week only took place, the advocates 
of this meaſure, when they came to look coolly into the buſi. 
neſs, would be ſo ſatisfied, of the miſchiefs which would at- 
tend the purſuing of it, that they would be ready to relinquiſh 
it altogether. It was hinted, Mr. Murray ſaid, that ſome 
of the itates would refuſe to pay; but if the gentleman's mo- 
tion ſucceeded and the demand was made, if it were refuſed, 
ir muſt be enforced, or the dignity of the government muſt 
be ſunk- Had the gentleman from Connecticut imagined 
this? But, ſaid he, ſuppoſe the reſolution takes place, and 
the governments of the debtor ſtates do not chooſe to comply, 
and you do not chooſe to enforce the demand, the law w 
ſleep on your deſk, and the impotence of the government of 
the United States would be Teen by all the world ; and, if you 
*did determine to force the ſtates into a payment, you might, 
in ſome meaſure, throw them out of the Union in their in 
vidual capacity. | et 

Mr. Murray ſaid, he was not one of thoſe who denied the 
juſtice of the demand ; but he conſidered the matter more as 
a great political queſtion, than as to what related to the four 
million of dollars. Ep | 

Whilſt he was up, Mr. M. ſaid, he would juſt add, that 
he did not believe the ſtate which he repreſented would be 
one of thoſe which would refuſe to comply with the demand; 
but, as he never could contemplate the payment of the whole 
debt by the ſtate, he ſuppoſed the ſtate of Maryland would 
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make payment only upon the ſame conditions with other 
debtor ftates. A ˖ eden Fe. _- 

Mr. Macox faid, that one reaſon for his voting for the 

ſtponement was, that the legiſlature of New-York was now 
in ſeſſion, and might be inne ate applied to- For his'own 
part, he could wiſh the buſineſs poſtponed another year; as 
never having been mentioned in Congreſs ſince the ſettle- 
ment, ĩt had 15 ſo long aſleep that few members had thought 
upon the ſubjet ;—the different legiſtatures had never taken 
any order upon the ſubject. Being from a debtor ſtate, he 
was placed in rather a delicate fituation, and therefore, he 
had not choſen to ſay much upon the buſineſs, and believing, 
from the temper of the houſe, that a motion for a'poſtpone- 
ment of the bufineſs till the next year would not have been 
carried, he had forborne making it; but theſe gentlemen in 
three weeks may be able to learn the will of their legiſlature 
hmm 16220 ct 27,7 Wang, TROY 

Mr. TaaTcurr ſaid, that when the motion was firſt 
brought forward, he was inclined to wiſh it might not be 
ited upon this ſeſſion, but from a different motive than that 
which actuated other gentlemen.” He thought the ſeſſion 
ſhort, and that they had buſineſs of greater weight which 
demanded their attention ; but he thought the reafons which 
had been offered for a poſtponement, were ſuch as would 
convince every man that the reſolution ought to be paſſed 
without the delay of a day or an hour. What was the rea- 
ſon, he aſked, why ſome gentlemen wiſhed for a poſtponement 
for three, others for ſix weeks, and others for a year? On 
the idea that there was a tacit underſtanding between the U- 
nited and individual ſtates, that theſe balances would never 
be called for. What had been the conſequence ? The ſtate 
of New-York, finding the United States had ſlept over the 
buſineſs, believed that they ſhould not be called upon, and 
now, when the call was about to be made it was ſaid they 
were unprepared. But if the call was not perſiſted in, it 
vould give countenance to the idea of its being abandoned, 
and becauſe it appeared, that one of the commiſſioners had 
aid ir wonld never be called for. He therefore thought it 
= neceſſary to counteract that idea, and let it go no fur- 
mer. 2 | 5 

This reſolution, Mr. T. ſaid, was no more than a bare 
notification to the individual ſtates that they had certain de- 
mands upon them. When this was done, if they had any oh- 
jections to make to them, then was the proper time to chooſe 


a 


agents to come forward and declare thoſe objections; for, 

ſaid he, if the different repreſentatives were to inform their 
* ſtates what was doing, the information would be irregular ; 
therefore, the ſame reaſons offered by, the gentlemen for a 
poltponement, convinced him of, the propriety, of paſſing the 
reſolution, Why, he ſaid, were ſuggeſtions made that theſe 
ſtates were unwilling to pay their debts? He thought it ex. 


of courſe they cannot ſpeak the language of that ate. on thy 


| "Th gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Murray) had of. 
| fered a reaſon for not paſſing this reſolution, which, would 
| have ſome weight in it, if it was well founded. Theſe debts 
were not to be called for, he ſaid, becauſe it would cauſe con- 
fuſion, and throw the debtor ſtates out of the Union. If he 
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thought ſo, he would not vote for a poſtponement of the buſi- 
neſs, but that the ſecretary of the treaſury be directed to blot : 
it intirely out of the books. But he had no ſuch idea. They b 
did not know at preſent, that the ſtate of New-York. or any ; 
other ſtate, was diſinclined to pay, as the repreſentatives had ' 
acknowledged they had no. —_— to make a declaration 
on the ſubject. As far as he underſtood the buſineſs, the ſet- h 
tlement was fair, juſt, and honorable; and every motive 
which would induce an individual to pay his debts, ought to : 
operate on the debtor ſtates to pay theirs. | 
Mr. GILBERT would juſt make one obſervation, on what ; 
had fallen from the gentleman, from Maſſachuſetts ; he as 5 
well as ſeveral RE taken it for granted that this ba- x 


lance was a conclulive ſettlement; and from thence there was \ 
| no appeal. If ſo it was fit time it ſhould be known- - As to | 
| the idea of the gentleman that the repreſentatives from New- 

York ought not particularly to eſpouſe that ſtate, Mr. G. 5 
had no ſuch idea: it was true he was a repreſentative of the 
Union, and as ſuch, he thought, he had a right to give his y 
ideas as full as he pleaſed on that ſubject: be Peha no 

appeal was allowed, the citizens of New- York would be very c 
If much diſſatisfied. The motion made by his colleague was 1 
| only for a ſhort poſtponement ; but gentlemen ſaid there was 
no ground for it at all; their ideas are, that the ſettlement 
| was ſo concluſive, as not to be ſuſpected of injuſtice; but he mn 
| thought this ought to be decided before a poſitive demand - 
| | 
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was made» He thought it was now the time to have that 
inquiry made; and he was ſure, if upon a fair inveſtigation - 
there was good ground for the demand, that ſtate would not 
refuſe payment. | « | 

Mr. W1LL1aMs did not mean to poſtpone the queſtion 
over the ſeſſion, but merely for three weeks; but if gentlemen 
who repreſented debtor ſtates at a diſtant part of the Union 
would wiſh it, he hoped they would obſerve it: he ſhould not 
object · He again mentioned the prevailing opinion, that the 
debtor ſtates would not be called upon. He was ſorry to 
hear gentlemen term this ſettlement a fair one. If it was 
what they deſcribed it to be, he would aſk, why were they 
afraid of having it brought into a ſecond examination? If 
they thought it, what they called it, they would not refuſe 
a diſcuſſion. The gentleman from Maſſachuſetts (Mr. 
Thatcher) had ſaid, he not a day nor an hour ought to be 
ſpared in paſſing this reſolurion. He was ſure that N. York 
would not, on compariſon with' the ſtate from which- that 
gentleman came, loſe any thing either as to her expenditures, 
or her actual loſſes. He would aſk for two weeks, if the other 
requeſt could not be granted. He only deſired three weeks. 

Mr. CLAa1BoRN was at a loſs to know what end could be 
anſwered by a delay: gentlemen had better at once propoſe a 
reſolution, that the ſertlement was an unjuſt one, and that 
therefore another ſhould take place; but no one would at- 
tempt to prove that idea—no one had ventured to prove 
that aſſertion. It was in vain, he ſaid, to diſpute a point, 
without its errors could be pointed out. The reſolution re- 
quired no coercive meaſures ; it only aſked the debtor ſtates 
to come forward and fairly ſettle what the commiſſioners juſt- 
ly reported to be due. The many obſervations made 
the ſubject in oppoſition to the queſtion could only tend to put 
off the deciſion. However, he believed the ſettlement to be 
binding; and to adopt the reſolution would be the only way 
to bring the matter to a deciſion, and it could not fairly be 
objected to. He hoped therefore, there would be no delay. 

Mr. PoTTER was averſe to the poſtponement, becauſe no 
ſufficient reaſon had been given for it. It had been faid, 
that when the commiſſioners report was received, the credit- 
or ſtates had had their credits funded, yet it had been tacitly 
underſtood, the debtor ſtates were never to be called upon for 
their balances. This, he ſaid, was not a ſufficient reaſon for 
the delay. It had been ſaid, that it was improper at this time 
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to call upon theſe ſtates for their balances. Was there any 
better time, he aſked, for calling for a debt, than when the 
debtor was able to pay, or than when the creditor wanted 
the money? He thought not. If there exiſted any objeQions 
to the ;Poygpent of theſe debts, this, was the , beſt mode of 
brin in them or warn : „ 2 le 37] " 
| —_ ſaid by the geutleman from Maryland (Mr. Mar. 
ray) that this was a bad time to make the application, and 
that it might throw the United States into great confuſion. 
If this were likely to be the caſe, it was beſt to know it ſoon; 
He had no idea of relinquiſhing the claim; and if they were 
not to be upon friendly terms with the ſtate of New · Vork, or 
any other ſtate, but by the ſame means which gained them 
the friendſhip of the Dey and Regency of Algiers, he ſhould 
not wiſh for it. 6 | ren 
Mr. Potter ſaid he could not ſee upon what terms gen- 
tlemen objected to this reſolution. It was a reflection upon 
the people of New-York, to do ſo. He himſelf had no doubt, 
but they would pay the money when the demand was regu- 
larly made upon them, as it was their ſhare of the price of 
the revolution, and of their freedom; and that gentlemen 
ſhould, ſuppoſe that making theſe demands was calculated to 
create confuſion in the United States, was extraordinary. By. 
the report of the ſecretary. of the treaſury, they bad a calcu- 


lation on the ſubject of direct taxation. How were » eſe | 


taxes, he aſked, to be collected? Were they not to be de- 
manded from ftates which were taxing their own inhbabi- 
tants? And would not thoſe people, if the ſtate of N. Vork 
and others were excuſed from the payment of their debts, 
have good reaſon to complain, at thus being called upon to 
wake, good others deficiencies? And would not they alſo be 
as likely to ſhew a ſpirit of reſiſtance, when ſuch demands 
were made upon them, as the ſtate of New-York when ſhe 
was called upon to diſcharge her juſt debts? He believed 
the one caſe was fully as probable as the other. 
Had the reſolution on the table alone been attended to, 
the preſent buſineſs would have been ſimple, as it was a mere 
requeſt for payment, and muſt have been anſwered with t 
money, or reaſons why it was not paid? But the ſubject had 
been greatly wandered from. As gentlemen were however 
extremely anxious for a delay of three weeks, he had no 
| ay Gs to its being N , though no ſufficient rea- 
2 had been given for it. Potter concluded with ſay: 
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ing he doubted not, the hen of New-York would force 
them to pay the money. 

Mr. G1L8ERT roſe when the ſpeaker informed the houſe 
the gentleman had already ſpoken rwice, and that ac 
to the rules, without leave, he could not be permitted 
a third time · Leave was granted; when Mr. Gilbert 2 
a to the juſtice of the claim againſt New-York, 

d the propriety. of a poſtponement-: 
. 7 . —— ſaid, if he had the moſt diſtant ſafpiciou 
that the application in queſtion, had any tendency to produce 
diſunion amongſt the ſtates, he ſhould be as &rongly oppoſed 
to it as any man, becauſe he conſidered the union of the ſtates 
as the rock of their falvation. | 

The gentlemen from New-York, who. were the principal 
advocates for the poſtponement, did not agree ſufficiently 
amongſt themſelves, to warrant the meaſure. One or more 
of them ſaid they were not authoriſed to act in the buſineſs, 
others ſaid they were. If authoriſed, they could not want a 
poſtponement for inſtructions ; and if not authoriſed; the re- 
ſolution ought to paſs, that their ſtate might authoriſe ſome- 
body. Another gentleman had faid a t was 
wanted becauſe the ſettlement was not juſt. believed it 
was juſt, for three reaſons, viz. firſt, becauſe though the fer- 
tlement had been made three years, no objectien had been 
made to it ; becauſe the ſettlement had been partly executed, 
ſo far as to pay the intereſt to the creditor ſtates; and be- 
cauſe the law making proviſion for the ſettlement and final 


——— of it, made no proviſion fr an appeaFfrom that fet- 


tlement. 

For theſe three reaſons, which Mr. T. ſaid he had mere 
ly mentioned, but which would not ſuffer for being dilated 
upon, he ſhould be oppoſed to every idea of breaking up the 
ſettlement which had been made. 

The gentleman before him (Mr. Williams) ſaid the houſe 
would not give them time to make the neceſſary inquiries. 
Mr. T. aſked, what inquiries were neceſſary 2 The gentle- 
man ſeemed to miſunderſtand the — It was merely 
to give notice to the ſtate, to pay the debt, and did not pre- 
clude any reaſon which they might have to give why it ſhould 
not be paid · He-hoped therefore no poſtponement would 
take place but that the reſolution would be agreed to. 

Mr. Murray, ſaid the gentleman from Maſſachuſette 
{Mr. Thatcher) had — F TET him, if he thought he 

i 
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had aſſerted that certain ſtates would be thrown' out of the 
Union if the reſolution was entered into. He thought he had 
accompanied what he had ſaid with ſuch expreſſions as that 
he could not have been miſtaken. His meaning was, that if 
the ſtate of Delaware, for inſtance, (was obliged to pay the 
debt due from her, added to her preſent burthens, it would 
have the effect to bear her down ſo much as to deprive her 
of her political conſequence in the Union. Other ſtates who 
vere debtor ſtates might be mentioned, with whom theſe 
debts, in addition to the direct taxes, would be very burdens 
ſome. He did not mean that the Union would be diſſolved by ĩt. 
Mr. CRaik roſe to make a motion, if in order, that he 
thought would meet the ideas of many gentlemen, and many 
of the ohjections urged by others; and, for reaſons which ope . 
rated in his own mind, he hoped would prevail, which was to 
e the farther conſideration of this ſubject till the next 
Congreſs. It appeared to him that the reaſons given by the 
gentleman from New-York for a poſtponement of the buſi 
neſs only three weeks, would not operate on him to vote for 
itz the object did not at all extend to bis ideas, that 1 for 
a reaſon that the ſettlement was not equitable. Mr. C. faid, 
he did not mean to object upon that ground. He withed 
there may be time allowed for cool deliberation. The ſtates 
would have it in their power to re-examine the ſettlement 
which had been made. He would wiſh the door at once to 
be ſhut to the buſineſs for the preſent ſeſſion. He was ſur- 
priſed to hear gentlemen deny that the carrying of this mea- 
ſure into effect was not likely to produce warmth in the coun- 
try. He thought the conduct of gentlemen in that houſe 
proved the contrary ; for he thought they could not expect 
that the people whom they repreſented would. be more cool 
on the ſubje& than they were. The conſideration of this 
warmth, he ſaid, operated in his mind' againſt taking up the 
buſineſs at all. | er 52 9 
Did not that houſe pledge itſelf, when it once took up a 
_ that it would go as far as it could in it ? Gentlemen 
faid that they did not mean-to take any coercive meaſures, 


dut only to make the demand. If the houſe determine they 


will call on the debtor ſtates, they call it a juſt debt by that 
determination, and muſt go through to enforce the payment; 
but if after that declaration they 2 not enforce it, it will only 
expoſe their weakneſs, and without anſwering the leaſt pur- 
poſe: when he conſidered himſelf in the capacity of a repre- 
ſentative of the United States this was his opinion; and when 
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he again conſidered himſelf more particularly a repreſenta- 
tive — one of the debtor ſtates, he could ſee no 
reaſon to alter his opinion- He OPER WEIR ne oy re- 
ſolution. 
Mr. C. thought the ſtate of Delaware, though! it had 
ſcarcely been mentioned, would be more particularly affected 
by a payment of the balances in queſtion than any other. 
The ſtate of New-York, he ſaid, was fully able to pay; but 
the ſame could not be ſaid of Delaware. Indeed when he 
ſaw New-York unwilling and Delaware unable to pay theſe 
— as a repreſentative of Maryland who was a- ſmall 
debtor, — could not conſent to the payment of that debt, 
vhen there ſeemed to be no a of cafracing —— 
from other ſtates. 

He hoped, therefore, the houſe would agree that this was 
not the proper time to make the application in . and 
vote for a ment till next ſeſſion. 

Mr. Isaac SMITH ſaid, if he underſtood the Mae rot] it 
was to inform the ſtates, that there was ſuch a ſum of money 
ſtood charged againſt them. There was no threat in the 
reſolution ;- and if they had any objection to make to the de- 
mand, they would then make them. He had no objection to 
the notice being expreſſed in as mild terms as poſſible- The 
oppoſition to the reſolution was as warm, he ſaid, as if it car- 
ried an execution along wich it- He thought this warmth 

une be withheld at leaſt for the preſent. 710 

e ſuppoſed there would be delay long 2 before the 
money would be paid. 

Mr. Livixcs rox ſaid, that this was not merely. a no- 
tification, : but a requiſition.” A tacit — had been 
urged! Why then all this unexampled hurry in puſhing it 
on now? This had an aſpect as if the matter was to be hur- 
ried on becauſe the commiſſioners who had. recommended an 
abolition of the debtor balances were not in the houſe. - The 
hurry now exhibited, was not conſiſtent with the candour al- 
ways expected from the houſe. The queſtion was . 
ly intereſting and important. The celerity in puſhing 
ag the houſe might have a bad effect on hes Joon 

tes. Gentlemen ſay that this call cannot produce 
warmth. At the ee do nn. the 
utmoſt warmth. | | 5 

A member inquired what was he queſtion. - Ha 881 

The ſpeaker ſaid the queſtion, was for a 
three weeks. The — from Maryland had — to 
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poſtpone till next ſeſſion, which was not in order; a day cer. 
tain muſt be mentioned, and even that would not be in order, 


except ſeconded, which was not the caſe with the nanny $ 
former motion. „ 
Mr. Crain then moved and the motion was fecended/es 
poſtpone * the firſt in ming; 
next» 

Mr. GaLLATIN ſaid, there ſeemed to'be three — 
grounds upon which a ent was urged, The fir 
was, on an inſinuationthat ſome ſort of agreement had taken 
place, when the ſums due to the creditor ſtates were funded, 
that the balances due from the debtor ſtates were to be relin- 

uiſhed. So far from this taking place, Mr. G. ſaid, a motion to 

this effect had been made and negatived at chat time, by the 
— and nays being taken upon it, 53 to 28. He was hurt, 
therefore, to hear of this inſinuation· The next ground for 

a poſtponement was founded on a ſuſpicion that the fertle- 
ment made by the commiſſioners was not juſt. - He ſaid he 
was not to expreſs any opinion whether the ſettlement 


was ajuſt one or not; whether the rules adopted by the com · 


miſſioners were good or not; whether the mode of ſtati 
the accounts had been the beſt. It was deſirable that a 
vate ſettlement ſhould take place, and though it fell hard 
on ſome, it was not the leſs deſirable ; dut ſuppoſing, how- 
ever, that any of the debtor ſtates, or any ſtate, had a right 
to object to the ſettlement, to the juriſdiction of the commil- 
fioners, and of Congreſs, and were not to be bound except 
by the judges of the ſupreme court, the proper time to have 
made theſe objections was when the bill for funding che ba- 
lances of the creditor ſtates paſſed, for that was the time ef 
carrying the ſettlement into execution. Vo 
Why, therefore, Mr. G. ſaid, there ſhould we a poſipess- 
ment of three weeks to enable the New-York members to 
ſend to their ſtate, he did not know: They had had time 
enough ; and he thought the buſineſs would have been bet- 
ter done three years 1 80 than now. 

The arguments adduced by the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. Murray) ſeemed to have weight; that to carry the 
meaſure into effect might create con jon ; and that we had 
not power over the ſtates to enforce payment- As to the 
danger of confuſion, there was as much on the one ſide 3s 
the other; becauſe thoſe ſtates which were to receive bene 
fit from the payment by the debtor ſtates would have 35 
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much cauſe to complain if thoſe debts were not paid, as thoſe 
debtors being obliged to-pay what they owe, could have. - 

The only , then, was the want of power to coerce 
the ſtates, and this, he owned, appeared to be ſtrong · Yer 
this ground was rather againſt the | reſolution itſelf. It was 
better, he ſaid, to quit whole buſineſs at once, than to 
poſtpone ; than to leave the ſubject to irritate the minds of 
the people to no purpoſe. If it were poſtponed till next ſeſ- 
ſion, the people would be operated upon by a fear of 1 15 
the money to pay; and the ſtates who owed it, would alſo 
remain diffatisfied- | los : 4 

Mr. G. t, therefore, it would be beſt to put the 
queſtion, and to ſee whether they had the power in doubt er 
not- Rather than adopt any reſolution to poſtpone, he would 
cancel the buſineſs altogether. - & A 45s 4 

He would ſay a as to coercion» He did not ſee any 
power they had over the ſtates, except by attaching any of 
their property. He ſaw no other way in which they could 
lay hands on a ſtate. Nor was this owing to the weakneſs 
of government (as it had been inſinuated ·) This ſettlement 
of accounts was a remnant of the old government, and had 
nothing to do with the preſent ; for now, their power was 
to be exerciſed over individuals, and not over ſtates. 6, 

As to the reſolution itſelf, if they went into a committes 
of the whole, he might perhaps make ſome obſervations upon 
it» He had been at a loſs to know why this ſubjea had not 
been entered into before, and why it ſhould. be brought for. 
ward now. With reſpect to the notification, he believed the 
ſtates had already been notified-. As it would not be in order 
however to go into the ſubject generally, he had confined 
himſelf to the queſtion for poſtponement. | 

Mr. CxAlx's motion was then put for-poſtponing till the 
firſt Monday in December next, and loſt. - _ —_ 

M = Ayes 27+ 3 = | : 

r. WIitLIAus's motion was X poſtponi 
three weeks, and loſt. * <4 2 rt peo 
: | Ayes 29. 
| Noes gi. | 

Mr. CooptR then moved the queſtion. for a delay of one 
week, which was loſt by the ſame number. | 

The queſtion then was put for the houſe going into a com- 
mittee on the ſubject and carried. 

Auyes 50. 
Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair. 
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Mr. V ALLEN ſaid, he wiſhed to ſimplify the buſineſs 
as much as poſſible. He believed it was very important to 
convines the ſtate of New-York that the ſettlement had 
been made upon fair and honourable principles; becauſe iſ 
they were convinced of this, they would have no objection 
to pay the debt; but, knowing the general ſentiments. which, 
prevailed in chat ſtate of the unfairneſs of the tranſaction, he 
was * ſome ſtep ſhould · be taken which would 
ſero to adjuſt the buſineſs. He thought he held in his hand 
an amendment which was calculated to have that effect. It 
was as follows : to inſert after the word, , indeed, and 
that the proceedings of the ſaid commiſſioners ſhall be open 
for the inſpection of ſuch agent or agents as the ſaid debtor. 
ſtates, or either of them, ſhall appoint to inſpect the ſame. 

Mr. Ha RFER believed that · the gentleman who brought 
for ward this amendment, would have been the laſt to have 
done ſo, if he had ſeen all the miſchiefs which would be con- 
ſequent upon carrying it into effect. It would be to undoall 
that had been done with the greateſt labour, and with. the 
— difficulty, for three years; and what he aſked would 

the conſequence? Were they to reſettle the buſineſs and 
conſume two or three more years in the affair, there would be 
no ſecurity that New- York, or ſome other ſtate, would not 
be diſſatisfied; ſo that there would be no end of ſuch a huſi · 
neſs. He was of the number of thoſe who wiſhed to have 
paſſed by this ſettlement at. preſent altogether ; but the ma- 
jority had ſaid, we will have a deciſion. Let them make one: 
Tf he was called upon to vote upon the reſolution, he believ- 
ed he ſhould vote againſt it; but, at all events, he ſhould de · 
precare more than any other poſſible courſe, the ripping up 
of this long diſpute. p18. ; > Prams 
Mr. W1LL1aMs hoped there would be no objection to the 
amendment of his colleague. If he underſtood. it, it meant 
this, that they wiſh to know upon what principle the commiſ · 
ſioners ſettled thoſe accounts, and whether the ſtatements 
were accurate. It was conceived, he ſaid, that ſome ſtates 
had brought a number of articles into the charge which 
others had not, ang that thereby they became creditor ſtates, 
whereas they would otherwiſe have been debtor ſtates : ſome 
ſtates, it was ſuſpected, had been allowed four times as much 
for the ſame articles as other ſtates, and only becauſe they 
charged it: if this is the caſe, it muſt be certainly cauſe of 
diſcontent to thoſe ſtates denominated debtor ſtates : if not, 
where will be the injury of expoſing the accounts to give ſa- 
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tisfaction to thoſe ſtates. It may be, Mr. W. ſaid, that New - 
Vork would be diſappointed in her judgment on this; if ſo, 
be believed there would be no difficulty to the payment, — 
Was it not right then, he aſked, that they ſhould have alk 
the information poſſible on this ſubject; that the principle 
ſhould be known; not that they wiſhed to overturn any 
thing that had been done; the motion extended only to a 
neceſſary' inquiry for what they were to pay che money. — 
The ſettlement was altogether in the dark, the commiſſion- 
ers had full power; no perſon allowed to come before the 
board with, or for information, and no fpecific account ren- 
dered of the debt, but merely the ſum total: perhaps that 
was the firſt time that ever accounts were ſo ſettled. - Surely 
then New-York could not be blamed for doubting the fair- 


_ neſs of that ſettlement, eſpecially when they knew ſomewhat 


of the proportion they furniſhed to many other ſtates that 
were returned creditor ſtates. : There muſt have been wrong 
charges and calculations made. He hoped therefore if they 
were to be called upon ſor payment of the demand they 
would be allowed to ſee upon what principle the ſettlement: 
took place. de | „ wean icg th; 
Mr. W. SMITH obſerved with reſpect to the gentlemen 
from New-York oppoſing the motion, that the members of 
that ſtate had generally allowed, and nothing could prove-the 
contrary, that they were not- inſtructed by their legiſlature 
to oppoſe this ſettlement. The houſe, he obſerved, did not 
know that New-York oppoſed it; they did not know that 
they would ſcruple to pay the money. He thought it had 
been ſufficiently diſcuſſed, and until the houſe were poſſeſſed 
of information on the unwillingneſs of that ſtate to ſettle 
theſe accounts, it was in vain for ſo much debate to ta 
place, when time was ſo much wanted. | | 
Mr. Van ALLEN ſaid, the ſettlement was either made up- 
on juſt and equitable principles, or not. If upon principles 
that were fair, the people of New-York would be ſatisfied 
with them, and pay the demand ; if not, they ſurely would 
object. But, he ſaid, would not that obſcure way of doing 
buſineſs tend to make them think that therg was ſomething 
which the government would wiſh not to be ſhewn to day- 
light. The effects of the reſolution would be this, that New - 
York would be ſatisfied that the debt was owing, and there- 
fore praceed to take means to pay it, or would be able to ſatis- 
ly the general government that it was not owing : either of 
which would have far ſuperior advantages to the mode hither- 
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to adopted. This was his reaſon for making the motion, and 


it was but juſt that it ſhould paſs. a 448\ 

The queſtion was then put on the amendment and loſt, 
as only twenty members roſe in the affirmative. =— 

Mr. Macon ſaid, the original queſtion was now before 
the committee, on which he ſhould make a few obſervations. 
It had been obſerved that the preſent was the proper time to 
call for the debts, but he thought it, of all times the worſt; 
it was well known what a ſcarcity of money there was now. 
How came theſe ſtates in debt to the United States? Who 
made them debtors? He anſwered, the United States. The 


United States, he ſaid, had aſſumed the ſtate debts, ſome of 


which were not half, others not a quarter of the ſum aſſum. 
ed : thus many ſtates which were now debtors would have 
been creditors. If North-Carolina had ſuppoſed ſhe would 


not have become a creditor ſtate, he did not believe ſhe would 


have been willing to have given up the weſtern country. 
Mr. Locks ſaid, he believed his obſervations would an- 
ſwer no purpoſe, but as he could not comply with the ſettle- 
ment he muſt give his reaſons which were, the unfairneſs 
and privacy of the ſettlement. North-Carolina had every 
reaſon to believe ſhe was a large creditor ſtate, particularly as 
ſhe ſtruck off a million of dollars at her own expenſe and cre- 


dit for the general cauſe ; ſhe exerted herſelf as much or per- 


haps more than any other ſtate, and three times more than 
ſome of her neighbours, who were creditors. However he 
would wave any further obſervations at preſent, but ſhould 
vote againſt the reſolution. ' | 

Mr. GILBERT thought the ſubject ought to have more 
conſideration, and therefore moved the committee may riſe, 
and have leave to ſit again. 

Mr. Coopxx ſuppoſed the houſe would next ſend and 
form a treaty with New-York ; as he ſuppoſed they were a 
bad as the Algerines : he meant to make a motion to thar ef- 
fe to-morrow. == 

The committee then roſe, and obtained leave to fit again. 

Mr. Panxxn from the committee appointed to wait on 
the Preſident with the reſolution of the houſe requeſting in- 
formation on the ſituation of affairs between the U. States 
and the Algerines, reported, that the Preſident informed 
them that before he had heard of the reſolution, he had di 
rected the neceſſary papers tbe made out, and as. ſoon 2 
they were ready, they ſhould be laid before the houſe- 


„ 


ad Mr. Harver ſaid, that a report had been made by the 
a. ſecretary of the treaſury during the laſt ſeſſion of a ſtatement 
of the internal revenue of the United States, with an account 
„ of the expenſe of collection, &c. He ſaid it was a mere tem- 
u. porary order, but, as it was deſirable information, he thought 
6 ir would be well for the houſe to be furniſhed with a ſimilar 
+. ſatement ever ſeſſion : hepropoſed areſolution to this effect 
4 Reſolved, That the ſecretary of the treaſury be directed 
4 to lay before the next, and every ſucceeding ſeflion of Con- 
be gteſs within ten days after their meeting, a ſtatement of the 
of Wl internal revenue and the expenſe of the collection, and pro- 
n. duce thereof :—= Agreed to. | | 
0 Mr. W. SMITH, from the committee of ways and means, 
% whom it was referred to conſider the ſubject of further 
1 Wl revenues, and the proviſions for more effectual ſecuring the 


internal revenues, reported thereon, which was ordered to 
be committed to a committee of the whole houſe. 

Mr. SM1TH wiſhed to make it the order of the day on 
Monday net. | CE IN” 
Mr. Craik wiſhed a delay for a fortnight. The ſubje& 
was new to him, and he wiſhed' to conſult his conſtituents. 

Mr. GALLATIN faid that the committee of ways and means 
had thought it needleſs to enter into details on this ſubject, 
till they Rv whether the houſe would agree to the gener 
principle of the reſolution. The ſubject had been known 
lince laſt ſeſſion · The ſooner it was entered into, ſo much 
the better · Either theſe or ſome other funds muſt be found 
out. | wt, 

Mr. Muay wiſhed his colleague, (Mr. Craik) to with- 
draw his motion. This was done. e report was made 
the order of the day for Monday next; and ordered to be 
printed. | 5 | alas | 

Mr. BLouNT moved that the committee of commerce and 
manufactures be inſtructed to inquire whether any, and if 
any, what alterations are neceſſary in the exiſting laws re- 
ſpecting the entry of goods, for the relief of importers of goods 
into the ports of North-Carolina, lying „r the waters of 
es Pamtico Sound, and the better ſecuring the duties payable 
ed thereon. Mr. B. urged, as his reaſon for introducing this 
motion, the great diſadvantages attending the entries in thoſe - 
af parts, in proof of which he read a letter from a reſpectable 
correſpondent, making complaints on that ſcore. It was ac- 
cordingly committed. * | 
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Ordered, that John Moore, executor of John Oakley, who 
preſented a petition January 13th 1795, have leave to with. 
draw the ſame. 6. es xt e 

On motion, reſolved, that a law ought to be paſſed, au- 
thoriſing the boards of commiſſioners of pilotage, in Virginia 
and Maryland, to grant licenſes to perſons qualified to pilot 
veſſels to any of the bays or rivers of the Cheſapeak, where. 
upon it was ordered that a bill be prepared and brought in 
by the committee of commerce and manufactures. 

Adjourned. Ty” | N 
® 


Wedneſday, January 4· 


A petiton was preſented by Mr. Malbone, of John Robin. 
ſon of Rhode-Iſland, in behalf of himſelf and others, owners 
of a ſhip, praying remiſſion of a penalty incurred by the cap- 
tain, for a breach of the revenue laws, againſt the will of the 
owners. 1 e 

Mr. Swaxwick preſented a petition from ſundry inſpec- 
tors of the cuſtoms for Pennſylvania, ſtating the inſufficiency 
of the compenſation allowed them by law, and praying an 
increaſe. | Fc, OY 

Mr. S. $M1TH preſented one to the ſame effect from Bal. 
timore- They were referred to the committee of commerce 
and manufactures. | 

Mr. Swanw1ick preſented a memorial from Philip Aude- 
bert, praying an extra allowance for his ſervices as clerk in 
the war department during the fever in Philadelphia in 1793. 
In conſideration of his age he hoped the houſe would prevent 
him from ſinking into a fate of poverty and diſtreſs. Which, 
with the petitions of Richard Blackledge, preſented in 1791, 
and of Lucy Clark preſented 22d of January, 1794, was re- 
ferred to the committee of claims. 

Mr. Swanwick alſo preſented two petitions, one from 
William Patten, the other from David Miller, formerly gro- 
cers in this city, praying for a remiſſion of penalties incurred 
in having ſold wine and ſpirits by retail without licenſe. The 
former Rated that he had declined buſineſs in Auguſt laſt, and 
had only reſerved the remainder of a hogſhead of ſpirits for 
the uſe of workmen employed in a building, and that if any 
part of it had been ſold, it was without his knowledge: the 
latter ſtated, that he had only reſerved a caſk of w_ 
wine for the purpoſe of making vinegar, and that none of it 


To 


S 8 7 


ale. Ate. ALE . ²˙ v 


. 


had been ſold, except on great ſolicitation, one quart by his 
wife to a ſtrange man | 

Mr. S. moved that theſe petitions ſhould be referred to 
the committee of commerce and manufactures. Objections 
were made to a reference of them at all, as an improper ſub- 
je& for legiſlative interference. If the petitioners, it was 
ſaid, had offended againſt the law, they ought to pay the pe- 
nalty, and that if the houſe were to employ 9 ſuch 
petitions, they might ſit the whole year round about worſe 
than nothing. Mr. Swanwick obſerved, on the other hand, 
that he underſtood the caſes of theſe petitioners were hard 
ones, having had ſome converſation with the diſtri& attorney 
on the ſubje&, and that, at leaſt, the petitioners ought to 
have a reference, ſince, if the committee of commerce and 
manufactures (or a ſele& committee if ſuch a reference ſhould 
be thought more proper) ſaw no reaſon to make an exception 

ainſt the law, in favour of theſe petitioners, and he believ- 
dir would not be ſaid they were very apt to do ſo, their re- 
port would be very ſummary, and conſume but little of the 
time of the houſe. | 

A reference was denied by a great majority. 

Mr. Dw1caT FosTER, from the committee of claims, 
made reports on the petitions of George Marker and wife, 
Samuel Wilkinſon, and Gilbert Dench, which were againſt 
the petitioners: They were twice read, the two former con- 
curred in by the houſe, and the laſt ordered to be committed 
to a commitree of the whole, and made the order for Thurſday. 

Mr. LrvixnGsToN ſaid, as they had lately ſhewn much 
anxiety about the ideal property of the United States, he 
thought it was neceſſary to ſhew ſome reſpect to its real pro- 
prys for this purpoſe he moved a reſolution to the follow- 
ing effect: | | | 

10 Refolved, that a committee be appointed to inquire into 
the title of the United States to lands lying weſt of Pennſyl- 
vania, between the 41ſt and 42d degrees of north latitude, 
lately cleared and ſold by the ſtate of Connecticut.“ 

Ordered to lie upon the table. | 

A motion was made for the houſe going in a committee 
on the balances due from certain ſtates to the United States, 
when Mr. Nicholas roſe and ſaid, though the propoſition he 
had made the other day was at that time thought improper, 
he was more and more convinced of its propriety. He thought 
the courſe propoſed to be taken by the report which had been 
made was not the beſt ; he thought they were courting op- 
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poſition, and giving the ſtate of New-York an opportunity of 
embodying its oppoſition, ſo as to make it dangerous to at- 
tempt, if it ſhould hereafter be thought neceſſary, to enforce 
the payment of the balance in queſtion. He believed, the U. 
States had it in their power at preſent to do themſelves juſ. 
tice ; but were the United States to lay their hands on the 
funds of the ſtate of New-York as a ſecurity for their debt, 
there would be nothing left to operate upon the minds of the 


people of that ſtate, but the juſtice of the meaſure, as hy 


would no longer foſter any idea of evading the debt. 
could ſee no objection to this proceeding: 

f there was danger of a ſerious conflict with that ſtate, in 
order to recover this debt, he for one would chooſe to relin- 
quiſh it altogether ;- but if they were to pay themſelves 
laying hold of their ſtock, he believed that ſtate would acqui- 
eſce in the meaſure, and there would no more be heard of 
it, which might nat be the caſe if they made a demand, and 
were to wait for objections or a refuſal of payment. From 
the zeal which had been ſhewn by the gentlemen from New- 
York on this occaſion, he aſked if it would be extraordinary 
if that ſtate ſhould put it out of their power to do themſelves 


juſtice ; and whether when the oppoſition io the demand 


ſhould be drawn into a focus, it would not be increaſed in its 
force? He thought there could be no doubt of it. 

There was one objection to a proceeding of this kind that 
might have ſome weight. It might be ſaid, for inſtance, that 
the ſtate from whence he came, or others, might refuſe to 
pay, after they had diſtrained upon the funds of New-York 
for their debt. It might be ſo. He believed that one of the 


debtor ſtates could never pay. This was no reaſon why 


they ſhould not receive the debt from New-York» They 
might nevertheleſs allow ſo much from the amount as ſhould 
be equal to the deficiency in the payments of the other ſtates- 
He thought to adopt this plan would be to avoid any dif- 
agreeable conflict which might otherwiſe take place, and be 
a means of preſerving harmony between that ſtate and the 
United States. He therefore propoſed a reſolution to the 
following effet—which he wiſhed to be committed to the 
ſame committee of the whole to which was referred the re- 
port of the committee of ways and means on the ſubject. 
Reſolved, That the balances due from certain ſtates in the 
ſettlement of accounts between individual ſtates and the Unit- 


ed States, ſhall be diſcharged out the funds which ſuch ſtates 
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may hold in the public debt of the United States, and that 
the ſecretary of the treaſury have directions accordingly. 

Mr. G1LBERT ſaid this conduct was unexampled even he- 
tween nations at war. It was at once making power right. 
It was true no ſuch remedy could be taken with the ſtate 
which the mover repreſented, as it did not poſſeſs any part of 
the ſtock of the United States. How far this conduct was 
right, would need, he thought, to be reflected upon a little. 
Even European nations had abandoned the practice of violat- 
ing public faith- The gentleman had given it as a reaſon 
for his conduct, that the ſtate of New-York might withdraw 
their money from the funds, and thereby prevent them from 
paying themſelves. He believed they might do that in three 
days time, and therefore the gentleman's project could not be 
carried into effect. But he truſted the United States would 
never ſhew themſelves ſo loſt to every principle of honour, as 
to attempt ſuch a meaſure. 

Mr. HARTLEx hoped this meaſure would not be referred. 
He thought the meaſure a very improper one. It differed 
exceedingly from the reſolution reported by the committee 
that contemplated a friendly requeſt to the debtor ſtates to 
make payment; but the reſolution now offered went to coer- 
cion immediately. By our treaty with Great-Britain, the 
public ſecurities were guaranteed, and not to be attached or 
ſeized _=_ any pretence whatever. Shall we then, ſaid he, 
treat a ſiſter ſtate worſe than a ſtrange nation? He hoped ſo 
ungenerous a policy would not prevail. He had no doubt 
but the ſtate of New-York would be inclined to do what was 
juſt and right; and if they objected to pay, they would 
doubtleſs give their reaſons for it. As to the ſtate of Dela. 
ware, Mr. H. was of opinion that ſhe was unable to pay the 
balance found againſt her. He preſumed ſhe would ſtate her 
inability, and that relief would be granted her. Though 
that ſtate perhaps did not advance much money during the 
war, yet ſhe furniſhed more than in proportion to her num- 
ay of citizens. He was therefore decidedly againſt the reſo- 
ution. es 

Mr. L1viNGsToN had no objection to the reference; be- 
cauſe he was curious to hear arguments in ſupport of this new 
mode of keeping up harmony between the ſtates and the 
United States. It would doubtleſs require' great ingenuity, 
and introduce a new kind of morality and of logic, to prove 
that to ſeize upon the property of a ſtate was to cultivate 
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harmony with it; for, in his opinion, the propoſition was 
contrary to all principle and fair conduct. ET 
Mr. Coir was at a loſs to know the intention of the 


mover of the preſent reſolution, whether it was to forward 


or defeat the object in view. If he intended to ſerve the 
cauſe, he would make uſe of the ſame homely adage in reſpe&t 
to him, that he had done with reſpect to another gentleman, 
that * he leaped before he came to the ſtile.” The original 
reſolution, he ſaid, was merely to call upon the ſtates for pay- 
ment ; but to talk about ſeizing their property was to ſuppoſe 


they would not pay. The proven of New-York, it was 


true, had ſaid much againſt the juſtice of the debt; but they 
were not authoriſed to act in the buſineſs. Had they aſked 
for the money? No. Was it proper, therefore, in this ſtage 
of the buſineſs, to take ſuch a ſtep as was then propoſed ? Fr 
was even a very ſerious queſtien to determine, whether in 
any caſe, they ſhould be authoriſed to ſeize their funds. 
Mr. W. SMITH hoped that the houſe had more confi. 
dence in the honor of that ſtate than to take it for granted 
they would refuſe to pay their juſt debts; he hoped they 
would not- Such a ſtep at any time would require much 
ſerious conſideration before it was adopted. Beſides, he ſaid, 
it was ſingling out the ſtate of New-York, as though there 
were no other ſtates in that ſituation : but even in any ſitu- 
ation he ſhould doubt as to the juſtice of adopting this mea- 
ſure ; it was, as the gentleman laſt up obſerved, quite prejudg- 
ing a refuſal beſore it was aſked of them. And even were 
they to refuſe payment, he was as doubtful of the propriety of 
laying hands on their property. He hoped the houſe would 
never embark in a meaſure ſo unjuſt as that propoſed. The 
reſolution firſt read was in itſelf moderate, and gave equal 
liberty to all the debtor ſtates, whereas this was very ſevere 
and levelled only at that ſtate. _ _ * a 
Mr. GALLATIN ſaid the arguments of the gentleman from 
South-Carolina, were rather againſt the reſolution itſelf, than 
againſt the propriety of committing it. One of the gentle- 
man's arguments was not founded in fact. He had ſaid that 
the meaſure would affect New-York only. But of the fix 
debtor ſtates, four of them had property in the funds of the 
United States; two of them had more than they owed. Penn- 
ſylvania had fix times as much in the funds as ſhe was report- 
ed to owe; therefore the meaſure could not be ſingular to- 
wards New-York. Sos 
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But, Mr. G. ſaid, he conſidered that when a reſolution 
was laid upon the table, the only argument againſt commit- 
ting it muſt be, that it was evidently glaringly imprudent 
. improper- As to this reſolution being proper, or impro- 
per, prudent or imprudent, he could not ſay, becauſe not un- 
der conſideration; but he thought there was nothing ſo glar- 
ingly improper in it, as to prevent diſcuſſion. | 

He ſaid he had only heard one thing which was an objection 
tothe motion being committed, which was from the gentleman 
from N. York. He ſaid the meafure was diſgraceful, and ſuch as 
would not be adopted by one hoſtile nation towards another. 
That gentleman, Mr. G. ſaid, ſhould recollect one thing; ſup- 
poſing that it would be diſgraceful to ſeize the property of in- 
dividuals in the public funds, on account of any miſconduct 
of that nation, yet there was nothing diſgraceful in the mea- 
ſure now propofed. That gentleman had ſaid that no nation 
at war would ſeize the property of their enemy. Did he not 
know that England had ſeized all French property which 
they could lay their hands upon. Here was a ſtate, he faid, 
owed them a ſum of money, and the meaſure propoſed was, 
to take their property in the funds to pay it. He thought 
there was no difficulty in the caſe, if they ſuppoſed the tranſ- 
action to happen betwixt individuals. If a perſon had laid 
money in his hands, and at the ſame time owed him money, 
he ſhould at leaſt diſcuſs the matter in his mind, whether he 
would let him have the money before he paid him what he 
owed. All that was aſked; he ſaid, was that the matter 
ſhould be diſcuſſed ; if it was found improper, it would of 
courſe be rejected. 

Mr. CotT thought there was ſome difference betwixt 
the reſolution before them 'being referred to a committee 
of the whole, and the committee upon the ſubject of the 
balances. ' 

Mr. S. SMITH faid, before the queſtion was put, he 
wiſhed to ſay a few words on the ſubject. Gentlemen 
might ſay they would lay hands on the property of the ſtate 
of New-York. The gentlemen from thence had ſaid, that 
ſtate would not pay the debt. But Maryland, he ſaid, would 
pay; and ſhe depended on the intereſt of her ſtock in the 
funds of the United States to pay her civil liſt. It they choſe 
to ſeize the funds of New-York, why ſhould they ſeize thoſe 
of Maryland? Maryland, he ſaid, was every year purchaling 
freſh ſtock. At this time, he believed, Maryland had money 
to lay out in theſe ſtocks. A reſolution of this kind, he ſaid, 
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would make it poſſible for the United States to ſeize the pro- 
perty of ſtates without right. He thought payment ſhould 
firſt be aſked. , Until this was done, they ſhould not take a 
ſtep of this kind which would have a tendency to deſtroy the 
public faith · He hoped, therefore, that the reſolution would 
not be committed, as he would not have it ſuppoſſed poſſible 
that the United States would at any time ſeize property 
which had been lodged for ſecurity in their funds. 

Mr. NichoLAs faid, if it was poſſible his motion would 
produce the effect the gentleman laſt up ſuppoſed, he would 
withdraw it z he thought it might be ſo modified, as that ſuch 
an effect could not even be ſuppoſed. He thought its tenden- 
cy would not extend farther than he meant in. many of 
motion, viz. to prevent a transfer of their money in the Unit- 
ed States ſtocks for a certain time; it would be putting into 
the power of the nation an eventual ſecurity. * 

He ſaid, he had not been ſhaken by the raillery of the gen -· 
tleman from New-York, nor had he heard any oye ion 
which had any weight on him. He ſhould not, as had been 
iuſinuated by that gentleman, pretend to uſe any new logic 
or fine words. He thought the motion would act as a ey 
ventitive to keep the —_ of the people from being rall- 
ed, when they find this houſe exerciſes their power; now, he 
ſaid, was the very, time they had the power, it were fooliſh 
for men to uſe force when it can have no effect. If the mo- 
tion had all the force which the gentleman from Maryland 
conceived, he would be willing to withdraw his motion; how. 
ever, when the houſe went in committee on it, he ſhould hear 
the idea of gentlemen on the ſubje& more fully. He intended 
it merely as a ſecurity which, he thonght, from the declara- 


tions of gentlemen of that ſtate, to be neceſſary. 


The queſtion was put on Mr. Nicholas's a mendment and 

negatived. 
Ayes 35» 
| | Noes 42 

The houſe then went into a committee of the whole on the 
original report. 

Mr. Muhlenberg in the chair. 

Mr. Reap hoped the reſolution would be agreed to. He 
ſaid, he had attended to all the objections which had been 
made to the meaſure, and they did not appear to him to have 
any real weight. They were principally theſe. It was ſaid 
by ſome the debt was not juſtly due; that the rule of ap- 
portionment was not what it ought to have been; and tha 
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it was not in the power of the United States to enforce pay-. 
ment of the debts. The reſolution was alſo objected to on 
the ground of policy. ' Git 4 1 

With reſpect to the juſtice of the ſettlement, he did not 
believe that the debtor ſtates would pretend that the debts 
were not juſtly due, and therefore the arguments on this head 
were of no weight, as they ought not to anticipate ſuch a con- 
duct. With reſpect to the power to coerce, it was frivolous 
in the extreme to talk of this. It was ſuppoſing the debtor 
ſtates to object to the demand, whereas they preſumed no 
ſuch thing. He believed the debtor ſtates would pay. With 
reſpect to the policy of the meaſure, it was his opinion that 
there was no better policy in either ſtates or individuals than 
to pay their debts. If our government, he ſaid, was founded 
upon erroneous principles, vicious meaſures might be neceſ- 
ſary ; but ſo long as it was founded on equal rights and pri- 
vileges, there could. be no ſounder policy than to make juſtice 
and equity our guide. | | 

It had been ſuppoſed that the ſtate of New-York would not 
pay her debt; that ſhe would prove herſelf leſs friendly to 
the Union, leſs federal, than others. He did not believe this, 
he believed that ſtate perfectly federal. Would not the ſame 
arguments fall upon the creditor ſtates? Were they to omit 
calling upon the debtor ſtates, would not the creditor ſtates 
be diprointed by theſe debts not being paid? Would it not 
have a tendency to make them leſs friendly, leſs federal, were 
they to be called upon for money which the debtor ſtates 
ought to have paid? 

Mr. R. ſaid it was clear, upon the principles of policy and 
juſtice, the application ought to be made at this time. The 
longer perſons neglected to pay any juſt debt, the more un- 
willing they were to pay, and the difficulty of recovering it 
wn, in proportion to the delay. | 

In reſpect to the ſtare of Maſſachuſetts, which he had the 
honor to repreſent, it was one of the creditor ſtates. It was 
at preſent burdened with very large debts, contracted in ſup- 
port of the war. Many perſons expected, and perhaps the 
{tate in general, that their account would be allowed. The 
amount was 1,200,000 dollars. They ſuppoſed this ſum 
would be paid by the debtor ſtates, and if it were not paid, it 
would make a direct tax very unpopular with them. 

There had been an objection urged by the gentleman from 
New-York (Mr. Williams) which he thought had not been 
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noticed. He ſaid there had been large emigrations from other 
ſtates into that ſtate ſince the ſettlement of the accounts, 
which had ſo increaſed their population, as to tly in. 
creaſe their debt, that being eſtimated on a ſcaſe of popu. 
lation. If it was true that ſuch an emigration had taken 
— he expected it was, it enriched the (tate of New. 
ork, and enabled her to pay the debt. The people knew 
when they went into that ſtate that they would have to bear 
4 part of the debt. They had left creditor ſtates, and by 
rheſe emigrations ef young and enterprizing men, thoſe ſtates 
were impaired, the aged and infirm being left behind. 
Mr. R. concluded by ſaying, that it was proper requiſition 
ſnould be made for payment, and he doubted not it would be 
complied with. | „ en 1 +5370 2:3/22 YE 
Mr. FxeeMan thought the reſolution a very proper one. 
It was agreed, he ſaid, on all hands, that revenue was much 
wanted, to meet the preſent exigencies of the country the 
people in the creditor ſtates were extremely diſſatisfied at 
the delay of payment in the debtor ſtates. He ſhould be 
unwilling td vote for taxes to ſupply national wants, while 
this ſettlement was left unpaid ; upon this ground he' ſhould 
vote for the reſolution; and he hoped it would now paſs. The 
zentlemen from New-York had objected to it on the ground 
of the inhabitants being changed in that ſtate ſince the time 
the debt was incurred; Mr. F. ſaid, if people thought worth 
while to emigrate from other ſtates to that, and reſide there, 
the accumulation af their profits and wealth would render 
them regardleſs of the pretended burden which the ſtate 
debts would put on them : and on the ground of apportion- 
ment, he thought no rule could be more equal and juſt than 
that which was made at the time of the ſettlement: | 
Mr. Witrtiams roſe, and recapitulated his obſervations 
before made on the ſubject of apportionment, inſiſting that 
the great emigration to that ſtate which he ſtated at two- 
thirds of the preſent number ſinee the year 1789, would ren- 
der it very unjuſtin them to lay a tax to pay this debt, where- 
as it ſhould now have been a creditor ſtate, if that emigration 
had not taken place. He aſked whether it would be honeſt 
or juſt to call on perſons who came from creditor ſtates, where 
they would have received advantage, now to be taxed topay 
the debts incurred before they left their own ſtate z if this 
ode was to be adopted, he contended it would be but poor 
encouragement for emigration, and it would be impoſſible for 
ſuch a ſtate to diſcriminate. 
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Mr. GLE wiſhed, before the queſtion was put, to ob- 
ſerve on what fell from ſome gentlemen on the want of re- 
venue. He well knew the United States did want revenue; 
but he would aſk gentlemen whether that is a reaſon why N. 
York ſhould pay an unjuſt debt? He ſaid it was proper before 
the debt was paid thar the ſtate ſhould be ſatisfied the claim 
was juſt · He was ſenſible and ſorry that nothing which could 
now be urged would have a tendency to prevent the reſolu- 
tion paſſing ; but he thought gentlemen ſhould conſider the 
ſubje& well before they voted for it. Theſe debts, he ſaid, 
were incurred by the United States, aud not by the indivi- 
dual ſtates, and under the old confederation it was ſuppoſed” 
that ample proviſion would be made for the diſcharge of 
them—he knew of no right there was to ſaddle theſe 
debts on any individual ſtate.» Mr. G. again enlarged upon 
the mode of ſettlement, and the declaration of the commiſ- 
ſioner (ſaid to be General Irwin late a member of Congreſs 
for Pennſylvania) that the balances would never be called 
for- He did not think one man in the houſe could conſcien- 
tiouſly ſay the demand was juſt. —-He then adverted to the 


ſervices of New-York, during the war: he ſaid, he did not 


like to draw compariſons, but he muſt declare, while no ſtate 
did more than New-York—after all it was brought in ar- 
rears» His conſtituents thought it an unjuſt demand, and 
could it be ſuppoſed they would like to pay it ? New-York, 
he ſaid, in impoſts and tonnage, furniſhes four-fifreenths of that 
branch of the revenue collected by the United States. As to 
the policy of the meaſure, he ſhould leave gentlemen to judge 
of it. There was no baſis on which the demand could be 
conſtitutionally founded. 5 1 4 5 | 

Mr. Strakkzavxs ſaid, from the nature of the objections 
which had been made, he ſhould have been as well ſatisfied 
if the preſent ſubject had not at all been ſtirred ; but having 
been moved, it ought not to be abandoned. And this flow- 
ed from the nature of the objections offered; becauſe, if they 
had a right, they had the moral or phyſical pewer of enforc- 
ing that right. There could be no doubt, if the money was 
due, it bs. = to be paid, andevery conſideration of expedi- 
ency pointed out this as the proper time. He knew he had 
heard the gentlemen from New-York, over, and over, and 
over again, deny that the debt was due; but, ſuppoſing this 
to be. the caſe, why not make the application? If, when that 
application was made, any ſtate did not chooſe to pay the mo- 
ney, they would of courſe ſtate their objections-. But he 
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was well ſatisfied, they ought not to ſtop at making the de- 


mand. They had been to d, though not in dire& terms, in 
ſuch as were well underſtood, — we might demand if we 
pleaſed, but under the preſent impreſſions of New-York, 
they would not pay the debt ſaid to be due from them. They 
had been told by other gentlemen tharthey had not the means 
tocoerce the payment- If this were the caſe, it was proper 
they ſhould lay hands upon the only thing in their power, 
which was their ſhare of the public debt of the Union. 

By this, Mr. S. ſaid, it would be ſeen, that he meant to 
revive the queſtion of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Nicholas.) He was very indifferent about the fate of the 
former motion, becauſe he knew there was no rule of order 
that could prevent an amendment being introduced in the 
committee of the whole for diſcuſſion. He ſaid, if they could 
get at this money, without violating any principle of right, 
they ought to lay hands on at leaſt a debt of 1,200,000 dol- 
lars, for which they were receiving intereſt ; more eſpecially 
as this was a part of the balance found againſt them in - the 
ſettlement of the accounts. 

Mr: S. ſaid, he could draw no analogy e the pre- 
ſent buſineſs and the Britiſh treaty, and wondered any 

tleman ſhould think of introducing that ſubject. It might 
be perfectly true, he ſaid, that it would be improper for one 
nation to lay hands on the property of another; but, was 
there any law to prevent him from laying hold of his anta- 
goniſt ; and if, ſaid he, the property of the ſtate of New-York 
is in my hand, and ſhe owed me money, where was the pro- 
priety of paying with my right hand, when there was an un- 
certainty of receiving with the other? He thought there 
could be no objection on this ground; but there was an ob- 
jection on account of the negociability of government paper. 
He owned he had ſcruples on that ſubject. The gentleman 
from Virginia having doubtleſs — the ſubject could 
perhaps remove them. In order therefore to bring the mo- 
tion before the committee, he moved to add the following a· 
mendment. 

«© Reſolved, That any . of the debt of the United 
States in the books of the treaſury, held by any of the debtor 
ſtates, by the ſettlement of accounts. between the ſeveral 
ſtates and the United States, or by any perſon holding evi- 
dences of the ſaid debt, ſhall be withheld, until _ balances 
of the ſaid ſtates ſhall be diſcharged. ” | 
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Mr. N1cnoLas ſaid, he did not underſtand what ſcruples 
the gentleman from Pennſylvania could have about the trans- 
fereble property of theſe debts. He was ſatisfied with-re- 
ſpect ro New-York, and it was impoſſible any other corpo- 
rate body or perſon could be affected by the motion-. - The 
transfer, he ſaid, was a ſale of the property, therefore, a de- 
nial of transfer, would completely prevent any perſon from 
being involved in this meaſure beſides the ſtate in queſtion- 

Mr. G1LBERT aſked the gentleman laſt up, if there was no 
difficulty of a conſtitutional kind in the way of this meaſure? 
If he underſtood the conſtitution, they could not paſs an ex 
poſt facto law. Had they not already ſaid this paper ſhould 
be transferable? If ſo, had they a right to ſay it ſhould not be 
transferable? Was this the regard which the legiſlature in- 
tended to ſhew to its own faith ? He truſted it was not. 

Mr. PoTTzR objected to the preſent motion. He ſaid 
the ſtate of New-York was a debtor, or not. She would 
either ſnew herſelf not to be a debtor, or pay. But to paſs 
this reſolution would be to conſider them as ſwindlers. If it 
was a debt, he was confident they would pay it. 

Mr. P. ſaid, he could not account for the manner in which 
the gentlemen from New-York had managed this buſineſs. — 
In one place they ſay they have no authority to act, and yet 
in the next moment they proceed to oppoſe the reſolution to 
call upon their ſtate for the debt, as if they fuppoſed that un- 
leſs they oppoſed the buſineſs, their ſtate would be ſo ſimple 
and honeſt as to pay, without objection. But, for his part, 
until he knew whether that ſtate would pay this debt, or not, 
he ſhould believe they would pay it honorably. 

Mr. W1LLI1aMs roſe to vindicate the conduct of the New- 
York members in ſpeaking on the ſubject : he alſo wiſhed to 
know why the reſolution ſhould be levelled at New-York on- 
ly ; he conſidered it as very unfair dealing. He ſaid, they 
only contended if the ſettlement was fair, the demand would 
be complied with; until they were convinced of that, it 
could not be expected. He would aſk, reſpecting the mo- 
tion under conſideration: was it fair for them to lay their 
hands on all they could, becauſe it was in their power? The 
gentleman who brought forward this ſecond reſolution, per- 
haps, knew that the ſtate he repreſented had no money in the 
United States fund, elſe he would not have moved it. He 
aſked again, why they ſhould aim at New-York alone, when 
Delaware and other ſtates were in a like ſituation ? 


3 


Mr. GALLATIN wiſhed the mover to modify the reſdlu- 
tion, ſo that it ſhould not affect any ſtate to a greater amount 
than the debt they owed. For inſtance, the balance againſt 
Pennſylvania was about 80,000 dollars, but ſhe had upwards 
of 400,000 in the funds, and he ſhould with that the provi- 
ſion ſnould not reach to a higher ſam than the 80,000. He 
ſaid, he had, however, no ſort of view to Pennſylvania, be- 
cauſe he believed ſhe would make no objection to fulfil her 
engagements. 1 r 

An amendment to this effect was introduced, when the 
queſtion was put and negatived, 45 to 30+ 2 if 
The original reſolution being under conſideration, 
Mr. HExXDERSON ſaid, he ſhould not have roſe, but for an 
obſervation of the gentleman from New-York (Mr. Gil. 
bert.) That gentleman had ſaid, * Thar he did not believe 
there was a member of that committee who really believed 
the balance found againſt the ſtate of New-York, tobe juſt.” 
Mr. H. ſaid, if he were of this opinion, he ſhould'vote's- 
gainſt the reſolution ; but believing, as he did, that the bu 
lances were juſt, being ſettled. by men of abilities and inte. 
grity, who had no intereſt to do other than right, and :as no 
objection had ever been made by any of the ſtates againſt the 
balances, he ſhould think hiniſelf unfaithful to his conſtitu- al 
ents if he did not vote for it. He begged, therefore, the *t 
entleman would except him from 'the number who did not 
— the debt juſt. | WRC ET 
Mr. GILBERT allowed the gentleman might be an excep- H 
tion; he again adverted to the ſervices and ſufferings of New. 
York during the war, obſerving, with reſpe& to the ſettle- WM "' 
ment, that while other ſtates brought every thing, and cir- 
cumſtance, and more than all into their account, New-York * 
brought nothing but What was fair and upright : and that 


they caſt near a million of dollars more, for the ſupport of wh 
the whole, than all the delinquent ſtates put together · wh 
Mr. THATCHER would tell the gentleman that he believ- - 


ed from his heart, that the debt was juſt. | 

Mr. PoTTER ſaid, one . — from New-York talked iſ "* 
of the great exertions of that ſtate in the war, another came | 
forward and ſaid he did not believe there was a member in 
the houſe who believed in his heart the debt was juſt. Eve- 
ry ſtate in the Union, he ſaid, might come for ward and boaſt 
of what they had done ; but it would ſerve little purpoſe; 
for his part, he believed New. York had done the leaſt, and 
been benefited more than any two ſtates. He wiſhed alſo 


> S 


F 259X582 


* 8 =3 


oP 


F STTESVvCE 


n 
to be excepted from the gentleman's account. He thought 
the debr juſt. 1 — 540 
Mr. Bux cs. - Mr. Chairman, The ſtate of North Ca- 
rolina is among thoſe called debtor ſtates : her repreſenta- 
tives feel ſome of the obſervations which have been made, 
forcibly : that North Carolina is unwilling to pay Juſt de- 
mands they cannot concede z that ſhe is not willing to pay 
this demand, they do believe: and yet I am not prepared to 
aſſert this an unjuſt one. The amendment lately negatived 
might have given means to have quieted, or have juſtified 
her : gentlemen, however, thought it a dangerous one 
perhaps it was. That amendment might have precluded 
them from the means of ſatisfying her how the exertions, ex- 
pences, or ſufferings of ſiſter ſtates ſo far exceeded hers, as 
to leave: her, juſtly, ſo great a debtor ; and believing as ſhe 
does, that the did all the could are her repreſentatives to 
blame for oppoſing the preſent reſolution on your table? I 
beg gentlemen to conſider the extent of this demand, and 
the Fall reſources of revenue North Carolina poſſeſſes, and 
ever has poſſeſſed : I believe, Sir, I am correct in ſaying it 
nearly 'equals the one half of the aggregate amount of her 
vett revenues from her charter from Charles the ſecond, un- 
til the commencement of the war- This, Sir, is no triflin 
zpgravation. Will gentlemen ſtop then, one moment— will 
they reflect? Will the dignity of the United States be pro- 
moted by receding from a demand, earneſtly--ſoletnnly made? 
How ? where ? where is it to be made ? If juſt, Sir, I would 
alk, is it prudent? But will the ſtate of North Carolina, 
with the information it poſſeſſes, think it juſt? Permit me, 
sir, gentlemen have ſpoken of what other ſtates have done, 
and of what they have not done; with leave, I will ſtate a 
little of what North Carolina has done and ſuffered—of 
what ſhe has not done—of what ſhe cannot do—and of 
what, I fear ſhe will both do and ſuffer. But juſt let me ſay 
what ſhe was—is, and may be. I have not been in the ha- 
bit of troubling the houſe with long harangues, nor do I 
now intend to do it. As my voice is weak, and I am no ora- 
tor, I muſt beg a patient indulgence. | 
Sir, North Carolina was, before the war, a wide extended 
territory of Bo or go thouſand ſquare miles, with leſs than 
wo hundred thouſand inhabitants, conſiſting of farmers, 
planters, labourers and hanters—in ſpacious ſettlements— 
without great cities—with little money and not much capi- 
tal. With numerous flocks and herds, no rich men, and 
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but few paupers : perhaps in no known country of the world 
was property more equally divided, the inhabitants leſs de- 
pendent, on or united with each other, with a revenue 
of 50, ooo dollars and with little public debt 
North Carolina, Sir, now has leſs than half her former 
extent of territory; and, according to the laſt cenſus, nearly 
double the number of inhabitants. Ruined cities deſolat 
ed villages—deſerted farms—a few rich, and many poor, lit. 
tle increaſe of re venue - (ſee the report on your table) and 
public debt glaring her in the face; increaſed to the a 
of twenty years, of her revenue · She has no claim te the 
character of a commercial country: ſhe poſſeſſes ſmall re- 
ſources, and ſhe has nearly loſt, by at leaſt, the ill · timed, 
however well intended interpoſition of ſiſter ſtates, all value 
in a ſpecies of property, once of conſiderable eftimation-; a 
ſpecies of property which the Almighty in wrath to our fore · 
fathers ſuffered to be entailed on us, and which it is hardly 
poſlible ſhe can be happy with, and moſt certain, for a time 
at leaſt, with her preſent habits, be ſo without. + 
North Carolina has ſome reſources which time may ma- 
ture, to an independent, happy mediocricy. If ſhe cannot 
figure with her commercial ſiſter ſtates, and aid you with ex- 
tenſive revenues of her own collection, ſhe will be. a 
conſumer : her ſons love good cheer and fine clothes : they 


are numerous, and return your merchants their impoſts with 


handſome profits. Witneſs the Newbern principalities, ſo 
conſpicuous in all the great commercial ſtates. She may not, 
if you check her, give you numerous, independent and faith- 
ful citizens, and armies of hardy ſoldiers. 

Of what North Carolina has done in the common cauſe, 
ſhe will not boaſt, to leſſen the comparative merit of ſiſter 
ſtates. She did all ſhe could—ſo did others: mighty was 
the ſtruggle—rich the prize - conteſted and glorious the re- 
fult. But, Sir, North Carolina was the firſt theatre of war, 
the blockade of Boſton excepted. Unfortunately her citi- 
zens were of divided politics; this the Engliſh government 
knew, and made there the firſt efforts: thouſands joined 
them—internal war raged with violence : to which your 
journals bear ample teſtimony, by the well earned laurels ſo 
liberally then beſtowed to the ſucceſs of the advocates of liber- 
ty. But alas! the fire was kindled ; for 17 years and up- 
wards her villages, fields and foreſts were never free from 
the inroads of the enemy aided by her miſguided ſons : from 
the Virginia line to the ſouthern boundary from the ſhores 
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of the Atlantic to the Indian ſettlements, was this devoted 
country expoſed to domeſtic, foreign, and ſavage cruelty ; 
: ſcene of deſolation, fire and ſword z while, far removed from 
the ſeat of preparation and power, ſhe was conſtrained to ex- 
ceed her own reſources Twenty millions of dollars were 
emitted; ſeveral millions of which exchange for ſervice 
and ſupplies, and ſunk in poſſeſſion of the holders, to the ruin 
of her citizens : nor is ſhe able to indemnify them : this fall- 

ing diſcount was incurable, and with this, the over rigid 
economy of her agents rendered doubly oppreſſive. I appeal 
to her records for the truth of this, and aſk, was this the caſe 
in all the ſtates? No, Sir- From theſe two ſources is her 
preſent diſaſtrous ſtate and mighty debt. The detail is bet - 
ter conceived than expreſſed : to juſtify ourſelves rather than 
Q.cuſe others is my object. 72: 

Again, Sir, North Carolina independently gained, and 
gave * common ſtock, for liquidation of public expence, 
more than half her territory. Although ſome of her ableſt 
ſtateſmen wept at the ſurrender, ſhe was deaf to their re- 
monſtrances- I aſk gentlemen if ſhe would have done thus, 
had ſhe expected the preſent demand? Beſides, Sir, North 
Carolina, conſcious that her convulſed ſtate, and other circum- 
ſtances above adduced would prevent an arrangement of ac- 
counts that would ſecure her equal juſtice, was oppoſed to the 
aſumption by which this debt is created. I do not make 
this matter of merit, but ſtate it as a natural cauſe that may 
increaſe her diſcontent. | 1 ns 


Again, Sir, North Carolina far removed from the ſeat of 


public information, and with little advantages of frequent 
commercial intercourſe, had not the opportunity of equal bes 
nefit from the pittance of the rigid economy which her agents 
had left her citizens. With honeſt indignation ſhe' now re- 
flects, that her public ſecurities are ſwept away by* foreigners 
and citizens who with more prompt information perverted her 
every village and almoſt every farm, as the enemy in time of 
war and with little leſs fatality,and almoſt without money and 


- 


without price. | | 

Again, Sir, I would obſerve of what North Carolina can · 
not do. I beg her pardon if I under. rate her: but I do be- 
lieve ſhe cannot pay the demand with the accruing intereſt, 
and provide for her own government; the more eßeclalhy ſo 
if the apportionment of direct taxes contemplated ſhould ob- 
tain, without unreaſonably and unequally burdening that 
part of your citizens. 1 | 

m 


1 


North Carolina, I fear Sir, I greatly fear, contemplatin 
what ſhe was—what ſhe now is—what ſhe may be, if oils 
equally burdened, rela ge circumſtances conſidered : and 
what ſhe has done and ſuffered—what ſhe has not done, and 
what ſhe cannot do—will really complain, and be convulſed 
to the very centre. { 1 * 

North Carolina, Sir, claims, her repreſentatives conceive 
ſhe may with modeſty and decency demand, that the claim 
contained in the reſolution on your table, if not relinquiſhed, 
ſhould be ſuſpended. I appeal, Sir, with confidence ap. i ve 
peal to the candour, the feeling of every gentleman on this 
floor, can it be doubted but that her exertions, her ſufferings 
during the war, and her apparent willingneſs ſince, to con- 
tribute to the common fund, by her ſo liberal and extenſive 
ceſſion, entitle her to, at leaſt the laſt, if not the firſt, of theſe 
requeſts _ WT 
Mr. S. SMITH. ſaid, he was one of thoſe who could have 
wiſhed the preſent ſubject had not been brought before the 
houſe ; but being before it, he was ready to give his vote for 
the meaſure, as it was incumbent upon them to endeavour to 

t the balances paid · The gentlemen from New-York and 
North Carolina, had complained of the injuſtice of the debt. 
The ſtate which he repreſented, he ſaid, was a debtor ſtate, 
and they were willing and able to pay. The gentlemen 
from New-York, it appeared, were anxious to have dhe 
whole buſineſs opened again. One of thoſe gentlemen gave 
as a reaſon for this, that ſtores in the account were = 
more in one ſtate than in another. He ſaw no injury in thi 
8s flour might be purchaſed in Virgiaia at 7 dollars a barrel, 

| when in Pennſylvania it might be 11. This fingle objection IF mig 
ſhewed what cavilling would be the conſequence of an opet- I hay 

> ing anew of the accounts. 3 

Mr. S. ſaid, it appeared to him that the ſtate of North I be 

Carolina had leſs reaſon to complain, than any other ſtate in . 

the Union. He did not mean to ſay that they exerted them- I con 

ſelves leſs, and he believed the exertions of New-York were I lie: 
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not exceeded, according to her means, by any other ſtate. cou 

An obſervation, he fad, had been made on the ſubject of ¶ not 
aſſumptions, by a gentleman from North Carolina - He B. 
meant not to have ripped up this buſineſs afreſh.; but ſince it I beli 


had been mentioned, he would ſay that their debt had been I the 
occaſioned by tov high an aſſumption z if that had not been I one 
the caſe, they would have had to receive a very conſiderable I thar 
fum.—Ncw. York, he ſaid, aſſumed her debt at two million, Not 
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of which ſhe received 1,200,000. Let her, ſaid he 


diſgo 
that ſum. How, he aſked, did New- York t i ellen of | 


her treaſure ? By the blood and treaſure of the whole, in 


her vacant territory. This was the way in which ſhe became 


rich: and it was extraordinary that a ſtate which had gained 
ſo much by the revolution, ſhould be averſe from diſgorging 
her juſt debt. How they were to get at this debt, he knew 
not, but they muſt pay. It was doubted it would not be paid; 
but he truſted that a ſtate famed for her order and good go- 
vernment, would not refuſe to pay a debt ſo juſtly due. It 


was 2 large ſtate, and he thought able to pay, and it was 


but juſt. ; 
When the mode of ſettlement was agreed to, Mr. S. ſaid, 
none knew who would be debtors and who creditors. All 


acquieſced in it. Why, then, talk about going anew into the 


bulineſs, which might take them a year to ſettle the principles 
upon which it ſhould be opened? | 


He truſted theſe balances would be paid, as the repreſen. 


atives of credit ſtates would be very unwilling to lay a direct 
tax upon their conſtituents until they were diſcharged. 

Mr. Gilbert roſe to explain' to gentlemen who thought 
the New-York members had ſaid their ſtate would not pay : 
they ſaid it would not be willing to pay unleſs it knew for 


what, and that accounts were fairly ſettled. The aſſumption. 
he ſaid was made out then by the correſponding cenſus ; why 
then ſhould they diſgorge what the United States aſſumed to 


= 


them more than any other ſtate ? 

Mr. BLOUNT obſerved, that he had ſaid ſo much on a for- 
ner occaſion upon this ſubject, and knowing that whatever he 
might ſay would have no effect upon the deciſion, he meant to 
have ſatisfied himſelf with ſhewing by the Yeas and Nays, 
that he had not been conſenting to the meaſure. But when 
be heard the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Smith) ſay 
a Notth:Caroliad had leſs reaſon than any other ſtate to 
complain,” it would have been criminal in him to have been 
ſlent. He had made the aſſertion without a ſingle fact; it 
could not be true. He believed the United States would 
not believe it. Were not Georgia and South-Carolina, Mr. 
B. aſked, defended by North-Carolina ? Could it have been 
believed that Georgia was a creditor ſtate, when charged on 
the ratio of two repreſentatives when intitled to leſs than 
one ; ſome part of the war, he ſaid, Georgia had not more 
than 500 inhabitants. Had not South-Carolina militia from 
North-Carolina in almoſt every month of the war? Such 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


an aſſertion was one, that, on reflection, the gentleman 
. would be aſhamed of having made; he ſhould call for the 


rf » 


Yeas and Nays on the queftion. _ | 5 
Mr. S. $M1TH defended his aſſertion, which he grounded 
on her debt having been very copfiderably over · aſſumed· 
Mr. Blount ſaid, if they had no other grounds of com- 
plaint, they ſhould have complained of this. North-Carolida 
had had no debt aſſumed, he ſaid, ſhe would have been 3 


creditor for more than two millions. - She would have ſunk | 


the debt, inſtead of having a debt of more than 430,000 it 
home, and under a charge of owing to the United States 
more than 500, ooo dollars. tA „ 
Mr. Livincs rox ſaid it was extraordinary, that gentle. 
men ſhould be continually inſiſting upon the impropriety of 
going into an inquiry whether the claims in queſtion - were 
juſt or unjuſt, yet they themſelves went into compariſons be- 
twixt the ſervices of different ſtates. He would not make any 
compariſon on the ſubje& ; but he would do what he thought 
neceſſary, viz teſtify to the world his objections to the pre. 
ſent proceedings. He had already taken up ſo much time of 
the committee, which however had been moſtly employed in 
fruitleſs attempts to get the buſineſs poſtponed, that he ſhould 
be unwilling then to treſpaſs long upon their patience. _. 
This buſineſs, he ſaid, originated under the old confedera- 
tion · The ſtates agreed upon an order for the ſettlement 
of their debts, but in the new conſtitution, they entered into 


no new —— compact for the ſettlement of theſe 


debts, ſo that it was found to be neceſlary to take up the ſub. 
jet. They therefore found two laws paſſed. Here, he ſaid, 
was the great evil which New-York had to complain of 
Here, every ſtate who wiſhed to ſet aſide the ſettlement 
ſhould point. The United States, who was a party concern - 
ed, paſſed a law appointing commiſſioners and preſcribing 
rules to govern the two parties, without any delegation from 
the ſtates. All the ſtates, he ſaid, would always have an in- 
tereſt in throwing a burden upon one ſtate, and the injuſtice 
complained of would appear, if ir was ſhewn that this was 
done. It was not only their intereſt, he ſaid, to do this, but 
rules had actually been preſcribed which were unjuſt to ſome 
of the ſtates. This law, he ſaid, was paſſed. New-York 
had no repreſentative in the buſineſs who had power to bind 
her to this new ſettlement. The amount of that ſtate was 


kept clear and regular, with vouchers to every charge z but 
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in this law, it was allowed to the commiſſioners to receive 


accounts unſupported by vouchers, if they ſhould fee proper. 
He aſked if this were juſt to thoſe who had been ſcrupulouſly 
correct? If it were juſt, he thanked God he had never learnt 
or practiſed upon ſuch principles of juſtice. Another rule eſtab. 


liſhed was, how the debt ſhould be divided amongſt the diffe- 


rent ſtates: The ſtates had preſcribed rules, under the old 
confederation ; but theſe were changed by this law. It was 
now ſettled that the rule of apportionment ſhould be made 
upoti a ſcale of population ' How this affected New-York had 
been ſhewn by one of his colleagues (Mr. Williams). From 
forty or fifty thouſand inhabitants, which was about their 
number at the concluſion of the war, from emigration, they 
had then one hundred and thirty, or one hundred and forty 
thouſand. He aſkqd, therefore, whether this rule was juſt ? 
If it was not, how could gentlemen be charged with advocat- 
ing unfounded poſitions, and even have a week's delay refuſed 
to gain information on the ſubject. It was his opinion theſe 
arguments had weight, but, perhaps, his opinion might not 
have much weight with the committee. _ 1 
But, ſetting aſide this principle of apportioning the debt, 
taking it for granted, that New-York conſented to the whole, 
(611, he ſaid, there were principles even in common law, un- 
der an award, which this buſineſs had been likened to, that 
would enable them to attain relief under their complaints. It 
was impoſſible, time had not been allowed them to. do it, to 
bring forward vouchers, otherwiſe they ſhould have proved 
that ſuch overcharges had been made by other ſtates, as would 
have convinced that houſe of the propriety of ſetting aſide 
this ſettlement ; but not having theſe vouchers, he would 
ſay no more on this head. | 

The rules of ſettlement being changed without their con- 
ſent, being, in their opinion, unjuſt, if it was in vain that he 
appealed to the juſtice and equity of the houſe, he would ap- 
peal to the expediency of the preſent meaſure. The debt, 
he ſaid, might be juſt. He would not be underſtood as ſay- 
Ing that the ſtate of New- York conſidered the debt as unjuſt, 
but he thought ſhe did. Thinking it unjuſt, the probability 
was, ſhe would refuſe to pay it, and produce her vouchers to 
the world, to ſhew that ſhe ought not to pay it · In what 
ſituation would the United States then be. | 

The. ſtate of New-York was not to be looked npon as an 
individual, it was a ſovereign independent ſtate of the Union 
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perſuaded of the injuſtice of the preſent claim, ſhe would re. 


fuſe to pay,it- Already, ſaid he, you would have taken 
ſtep, you have ſaid you would be paid. They had been told, 


he ſaid, by the gentleman from South-Carolina (Mr. W. 
Smith) of the advantages which would ariſe to the Union by 
the payment of this debt, by the ſtate of New-York. He told 


them of the navy, the forts, æc. it would build: Indeed 


put him in mind of the exploits of Don Quixote; for though 


he had not built himſelf wind-mills, he had erected 


many beauriful caſtles in the air, which, he fancied, w. Ig 


have their proper effe& upon the houſe. 


He hoped the reaſon he adduced, if they had not the effet 


to reject the propolition, would at leaſt ſhew that the ſtate of 


New-York had ground to be diſſatiaſied with the proceeding. 


Mr. BaLDwin ſaid, if the obſervations of the n 


laſt up were well founded, there would be ſomething to juſ. 
tify the houſe to cancel the.debts j hut he thought it could 
be plainly proved they were not- If the gentleman would 
ive himſelf the trouble to look at the old ordinance he would 

d the whole of the ſettlement accompanied by vouchers of 
inconteſtible authority; the'commiſſioners admitted of nothing 
but real parole evidence : they heard the ſtory, examined the. 
evidence, and then reported what was their beſt judgment of 
the true ſettlement. Mr. B. alſo anſwered to the obſervation 
of the member on the obſcurity of the ſettlement. He ob- 
ſerved that it would be inconſiſtent, improper, and almoſt 
impoſſible, to go back again into the ſettlement. He ſaid 
that the ſettlement was authoriſed by three ſeveral unani- 
mous acts of the government, which he thought ſufficiently 

ood auſpices to warrant a procedure ; and as good as could 

bo expected were the ſettlement to begin again. Mr. B. ſaid 
ſuch a ſcene as was exhibited at the commencement of the 
ſitting of the commiſſioners, perhaps never before occurred : it 
appeared as though all the individual ſtates were in ſevere 
conflict with the United States to obtain their ſettlements ; it 
was done with cloſed doors :—ſuch a ſcene he hoped never 
again to witneſs. | | | 

As for the ſtate he lived in, they had been paying and pay- 
ing, and yet found themſelves unable to ſettle their accounts: 
ſhe would not have been a creditor ſtate in this balance had 
not her debt been aſſumed at three hundred thouſand dollars 
inſtead of ſeven hundred thouſand dollars. There was a bill 
brought in to aſſume her at the other four hundred thouſand, 
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butt it fell through either in this houſe or in the ſenate : by 
which ſhe became a creditor to a ſmall amount. 

Mr. PoTTEx ſaid, the gentlemen from New-York ought 
not to complain that the demand was unconſtitutional, when, 
if there were any grievance, it ought to have been made at 
the time the cenſus was taken. They appointed agents to go 
before the commiſſioners ; they then agreed to the meaſure, 
and if it had turned to their advantage, moſt likely would not 
have now objeted. If they had any vouchers, then would 
have been the time to have produced them, and not have . 
ſtopped three years before a complaint was to be heard. N. 
York, he ſaid, was fond of funding and aſſumption ſyſtems, 
but not of refunding Their objections to the ſettlement were 
im at preſent: he wiſhed the queſtion to be taken · 

queſtion was then put and carried. Ayes 535 

The committee then roſe, and on motion deing made for 
the houſe to take up the buſineſs. 

Mr. Chriſtie hoped the houſe would adjourn, or had no 
doubt the gentlemen from New-York meant to give them a 
few more long ſpeeches on the occaſion, and he ESE 
then to ſtay to hear them. | 

On the motion for adjournment there were 


Ayes 
Noes - 1 Adjourned 


22 January 5» 


Me. Dent requeſted to be excuſed from the 2 
commerce and manufactures, which was Ronny and Mr. 
S. Smith appointed in his place. 

Mr. D. FosTER, from the committee e of claims, made re- 
ports on the petitions-of Samuel Stow and Luchlin Mackin- 
toſh, which were againſt the petitioners; * were twice 
read and concurred in by the houſe. | 

Mr. HENDERSON ſaid, that every day's experience convinc- 
ed him of the propriety of adopting ſome rule to cloſe upon 
petitions which had already been decided upon by the houſe ; 
for,if petitioners were permitted to bring forward cheir claim 
ſeſſion after ſeſſion, when they had already been rejected, 
they might be wholly employed in the buſineſs. In order 
to bring the queſtion before the houſe, he propoſed a reſolu- 
tion to the following effect: 

„ 'Reſdlved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
whether any, and if any, what further rules are neceſſary to 


* b 


pointed to ſettle accounts between the United States and 


vinced the debts were juſt, he ſhould! be the laſt perſon to 


( i }) 


be adopted by this houſe, and added to the ſtanding 
the houſe.” nz t 5: 5 3 278152 


rules of 
Ayes 31: 24 WY 
90 | a 5. Noes 24» 71. . is 7033 TY 011 
Meſſieurs Muhlenberg, Baldwin and Henderſon were ap- 
pointed a committee purſuant thereto. . —uò - 44, 
The houſe then, according to the order of the day, took up 
the report of the committee of the whole, to whom was refer, 
ted the report of the committee of ways and means on the 
ſtate debts. rn | 1 t n oo 
The firſt reſolution was read as follows, POW hy "= 
Reſolved, by the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives of th 
United States of America in Congreſs. aſſembled, That, th 
Preſident of the United States be requeſted to give informs. 
tion to the ſeveral ſtates who were, by the I 


i 


individual ſtates, found indebted to the United States, . of: tha 
ſeveral ſums in which they were ſo found indebted, accoms 
panying ſuch information with a ſtatement of intereſt from 
the laſt day of December 1789, to the 1ſt day of January 
1797, calculated on the ſame principles on which intereſt has 
been allowed and either funded or paid on the correſpondent 
ſums for which the United States were found, by the faid 
commiſſioners, indebted to certain ſtates; and with an eat» 
neſt requeſt that they will cauſe proviſion to be made, as 
ſpeedily as may be, for paying the ſaid ſums, reſpectively, for 
which they were found indebted by the ſaid commiſſioners, 
with intereſt, into the treaſury of the United States. 
Mr. GALLATIN moved to amend the reſolution, by. addig 
the words, either funded. or,“ printed in Italic; hig 
was agreed to- rig al ao 10 1 76 
Mr. BLOUNT called for the yeas and nays on the decifign) 
Mr. HoLLanD ſaid, before the {queſtion was taken, he 
would beg the indulgence. of the houſe for a. few minutes, 
whilſt he ſhewed his objections to the reſolutions before them. 
In doing this, he ſaid, he felt hiinſelf under conſiderable 
embarraſſment, from a knowledge that the houſe was 
retty much tired of the debate: n 26,29 
He ſaid they bad no other evidence of the debts in queſ- 
tion, but the report of the commiſſioners. If he was con- 


object to them; but when he conſidered the circumſtances at 
tending the report, and the way in which it was brought 2 
bout, he very much doubted the juſtice of it. It might be It 


x 


( 2% 


ed, that the commiſſioners were from ſtates which would be 
gainers by the ſettlement, all of them being creditors. 

(The ſpeaker reminded the gentleman that the report was 
not to be conſidered as the report of the ſelect committee, but 
as reſolutions agreed to by the committee of the whole.) 

Mr. H. ſaid he was ſpeaking of the report thecommillioners- 
Conſtant attempts, he ſaid, 20 been made to keep the princi · 
ples upon which the — acted out of ſight. This 
ſeemed to wrap the matter ſtill more in myſtery · For What 
purpoſe, he aſked, were theſe kept out of ſight? If they Wers 
proper: they could not ſuffer by being brought into vos 
But this, it ſeemed, could not be done . Even one of the 
demie he ſaid, was the perſon. who, brought forward 
a reſolution to ſtrike out the balances due from the Jeyeral 
ſtates. What could this ariſe from, but from a conviction 
that the ſettlemeut operated unequally, 2. tf v itt znI63C 

The circumſtances, carried ſomething in them very ſoſpici; 


dus; but, when he heard gentlemen ſay that the credtor 


ſtates were permitted to reckon ſtate paper depreciated three 
and four for one, whilſt other ſtates were not fo; admitted, he 
was ſtill more induced to doubt the truth and Jaſtice of the 


ſettlement. 3 


The peculiar duties of North. 88 was buch. he 


laid, as muſt make their debt, at firſt view, appear unjuſt. At 
that time the ſtate: had an exiſting board, of army accounts; 


but, in conſequence of a ſuſpicion of ſome fraud, its proceed - 


ings were arreſted, and before a ſecond hoard was farmed, 
this ſettlement was made- In conſequenee of whieh N. Ca- 
rolina was prevented from brin forward accounts which 
ſhe otherwiſe would have brou — This was enough 
to ſhew the hardſhip of the ſettlement on that ſtate and to 
juſtify his vote againſt the preſent queſtion. 2 1160 

It had been ſaid that it was too late to bring forward theſe 
objections at this time, and that they ſhould have been 
brought forward earlier to have had any weight · Had they 
not been brought forward before, this objection might have 
ſome weight · , wh he aſked, if there had not been objections 
made to the aſſumption and funding ſyſtems, againſt the ad- 
miſſion of the commiſſioners report on the books of the Trea- 
ſury ? And whether an attempt was not made to have ſtruck 
out the balances ſaid to be due from the debtor ſtates? _ 

The buſineſs had always been taken up in a legiſlative ca- 
pacity, and gentlemen made a point of ſupporting what they 
conceived to be the intereſt = their ſeveral ſtates Not a 
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fingle member from the creditor ſtates had ſupported the in- 
juſtice of the ſettlement. ' It might be in conſequence of this 
tdifpokition,” that the minority had always been borne 
down, and, he - feared, would then be borne down. Pe- 
cuniary conſiderations ſeemed to have à ſtrong influence 
vn gentlemen in that houſe. Every thing laſt ſeſſion, he ſaid, 
gave way to pecuuiary conſiderations- Nothing was heard 
#t'that time but the promstion of commerce: In conſequente 
they / had entered into the Britiſu treaty· They were ſull 
actuated by the ſame deſire of pecuniary intereſt- They were 
nd determined td raiſe money; and becauſe it could not be 
kaiſed from any other ſource,” it muſt be le vied upon ſiſter 
ſtates ! It put him ti mind; he. fald, of a bark w recked arſe, 
Wheti alt its ſtores were loſt, and ſome deſperate meaſuret 
Were to be taken to ſave themſelves ; but, though the United 
States might be in conſiderable pecuniary diſtreſs, he truſted 
they ſhould not adopt; the meaſure now r 

1M. P a6t. The queſtion before you, Sir, appeared to me 
when firſt offered to this houſe; to be of ſo delicate a nature 
that 1 Wiſſhed to get rid of it; and therefore I voted to put 
off the fur ther conſideration of it, until the next ſeſſion of 
Congreſs. I foreſaw the loſs of time it would occaſion now; 
and dreaded che altercation and warmth it was calculated 
to produce, at a time when all poſſible occaſion for altercation 
and Warmth ſhould be a voided. I confeſs, I thought too, 
that 4 poſtponement of che queſtion till next ſeſſion would be 
coneiliatory to the debtor ſtates; prevent unneceſſary and ill. 
timed warmth i them, and be a ſufficient notification of the 
tlaims of the creditor ſtates. I confeſs alſo, Sir, that I though 
the debtor ſtates would then come forward and pay their 
balantes; or, With remper and reſpect, ſtate their difficul- 
ties, as to their ability to pay; or, their objections to the ſet. 
Hlement of their reſpectivè aceounts. And I am free to de. 
Hare, that I think it would well become the wiſdom and juſ. 
tice of Congreſs to receive and conſider ſuch ſtatements, and 
to relinquiſh all claim to a balance due from à ſiſter ſtate, 
when inability to pay is its apology for non-compliance with 
the requiſition of the law (which I look upon as in fact made 
by the paſſing of the act) and to reviſe the ſettlement of the 
commiſſioners by a committee of a member from every ſtate 
in the Union, rather than to require of ſome what is imprac- 
ticable, and of other ſtates, what they firmly believe'it is un- 
juſt to demand. The ſettlement of accounts between the 
ſtates by the commiſſioners has been compared to an arbitra- 
tion between individuals; but, granting the compariſon holds 
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good in every reſpect, which I doubt, an honeſt creditor 
would ſurely not object to a re-hearing, or to a new refer- 
ence, if his debtor declared that he could produce new vouch- 
ers for credits, which had not been produced at the firſt ar- 
bitration ; and could prove that there were errors in both the 
debits and credits to the prejudice of the debtor. But even 
if an honeſt creditor could refuſe. a new hearing, or a ſecond 
reference to arbitrators, it does not follow that the repreſen- 
tatives of ſovereign ſtates, confederated for their mutual 
ſtrength and ſupport, and which by the co-operation of all 
of them, have been reſcued from oppreſſion, and have been 
enabled to eſtabliſh their independence, 'and an happy form of 
government, under which thoſe repreſentatives are votin 
and whoſe.chief duty it is to promote the general welfare. 
fay it does not follow, that the repreſentatives of ſuch ſtates, 
ſo circumſtanced, ſhould act like individual merehants and be 
bound by the ſame rules of rigid juſtice, (if it may be ſo called) 


as a merchant, whoſe credit may be deſtroyed, or his capital 


in trade injured, were he to abandon the advantage gained 
by an arbitration in his favor · God forbid, Sir ! that this 
houſe ſhould ever treat a ſiſter ſtate, as one merchant is fre- 
quently induced to treat another · I would rather this mo- 
ment agree to give the debtor ſtates credit, on the books of 
the treaſury, as was propoſed by the honeſt and candid mem- 
ber who had been one of the commiſſioners, to whom the 
member from New- Vork (Mr. Gilbert) alluded yeſterday 
than to have agreed to ſequeſter the property of thoſe ſtates 
in our funds, as has been propoſed-. 5 
I look upon the buſineſs before us, Sir, as part of that un- 
finiſhed, impracticable buſineſs of the old confederation; and 
although I believe a requiſition for quotas of any ſum which 
may be required of the ſtates for the ſupport of our govern- 
ment and for payment of the principal and intereſt of the na- 
tional debt, would be duly reſpected by the ſtates, yet I fear 
the one now propoſed would be as ineffectual, as under the 
confederation-, I wiſh therefore to avoid the riſk of national 
authority—the whole balances are notworththe riſk of loſs of 
authority over the ſtates ; or of exciting diſcontent in a ſingle 
ſtate. Members who make light of the ill will of ſiſter ſtates, 
were not preſent when the endearing arguments were uſed 
in favor of the aſſumption of the ſtate. debts—pure paternal 
affection and federal principles led to the vote for paying, the 
debts of the ſiſter ſtates, contracted (as it was ſaid) in eir 


joint and glorious ſtruggle for their liberties.” I fear, Sir, if 


1 
the ſame argument will not induce this houſe to conſent to 
make the expenſes of all the ſtates in that ſtruggle, a joint 
expenſe, it will be ſaid that either federaliſm and fraternal 
affection have declined amongſt us, and avarice has taken their 
place; or, that the aſſumption of the ſtate debts was intended 
more to increaſe the national debt and the funded ſtock than 
to diminiſh the ſtate debts ; and to gain an influence over the 
ſtates, than to ſhew them the fraternal regard of Congreſs.— 
I agree with the member from Maryland, (Mr. S. Smith) 
that had the accounts between the ſtates been firſt ſettled, 
the aſſumption of the balances due would have appeared more 
intelligible ; but to ſtates which know that their ' vouchers 
for large contributions and payments were deſtroyed by the 
enemy, for which they could receive no credits, and that the 
lands they gave to the United States, were more than ſuffici. 
ent to pay all their debts and thoſe of the debtof* ſtates to- 
gether ; I ſay, to ſtates who know this, and are in this ſitua- 
tion, it is not enough to make the ſtatement intelligible to 
them. As the caſe ſtands, it is not very intelligible ; but I 
can ſee how it may be made a- part of the * ſyſtem and 
aſſumption and ſo become intelligible : that is, by emitting 
ſtock to the amount of the balances due, and paying it to the 
creditor ſtates; making its intereſt and time of redemption 
ſuch as Congreſs may think proper; and this I had rather do, 
than have a conteſt between the debtor and creditor ſtates, as 


much as I diſlike the aſſumption and _— ſyllem. Think. 


ing thus, I ſhall vote againſt agreeing to 
committee of the whole. ebnen, 5 
Mr. K1TCHELL ſaid, he ſhould not have troubled the houſe 
with a ſingle obſervation, had gentlemen not given an idea of 
their wiſh to ſtrike out this balance whether juſt or unjuſt. 
Some ſtates had done more, and ſome leſs, he ſaid, during the 
war, but he thoughtit extremely unjuſt for the creditor — 
to ſuffer on account of the delinquency of others: he thought 
the idea of ſtriking off, could be only ſupported by members 
from the debtor ſtates : taking it in any for m, he contended, 
it would be very unjuſt to tax the creditor ſtates while theſe 
debts remained unpaid. He thought no fair, juſt, and honor- 
able perſon could conceive ir proper. L 
Mr. GALLATIN ſaid, he would make a ſingle obſervation, 
which was rather of a perſonal nature. It had been ſaid 
that one of the commiſſioners who was a member of that 
houſe had been in favor of ſtriking out the balances due from 
the debtor ſtates. He believed the gentleman alluded to was 
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a member from Pennſylvania. Mr. G. ſaid he was not a 
member of the houſe at that time, but he had looked into the 
proceedings of that period, and he found he did not vote on 
any queſtion on the bill itſelf. -- There was one queſtion, hows 
ever, on which he did vote. It was for an inquiry into 
the principles upon which the accounts had been ſettled, and 
he voted in favour of it. He hoped therefore, they hould 
hear no more objections of this kind. 

Mr. G1LBERT roſe to anſwer to the obſervations of the 
two gentlemen laſt up; and ſtill ſupported his aſſertion, that 
one of the commiſſioners had moved to ſtrike out the balanc- 
es; he did not know whether his name appeared on the jour- 
nal of the houſe or not. In anſwer to the gentleman of Jer- 
ſey, he would only ſay; that there not being an application for 
appeal againſt this meaſure before now, did not prove the juſt- 
neſs of the debt: they were never aſked for it till now. 

Mr. K1TCHELL again roſe and ſaid, he ang the ſilencee 
of the ſtates heretofore, ſeemed a 00d proof of the juſtice of 
the ſettlement. However, he thought as the legiſlatures 
had not made application, no attention ought to be paid to 
individuals. bet ret 

Mr. WILLIAIis ſaid, if gentlemen would. recur to the 
journals of the houſe, they would find that the repreſenta» 
tives of the debtor ſtates, had uniformly oppoſed this mode of 
ſettlement : but as it had never gone to the ftate legiſlature, 
he thought that a good reaſon why they had never complain- 
ed they never had been applied to. 

The queſtion on m above reſolution was then taken. 


eas 57 
Nays 27+. | 

| Thoſe who oped in the affirmative, are, 
Anden Baldwin, | : Nicholas. Gilman, 
Theophilus Bradbury, Francis Malbone, 
Samuel J. Cabell, _ _ Joha Milledge, 
Gabriel Chriſtie, Andrew Moore, | 
Thomas Claiborne, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 
John Clopton, Anthony New, 
Joſhua Coit, ee ern John Nicholas, 
James Davenport, Alexander D. Orr, 
Henry Dearborn, Joſiah Parker, | 
George Dent, Eliſha R. Potter, 
George Ege, | ; Francis Preſton, 
Abiel Foſter, John Reed, | 
Dwight Foſter, 5 John Richards, 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. | Samuel Sewall, 


Albert Gallatin, | John S. Sherburne, 
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George Hancock, ichard Sprigg, in. 
Carter B. Harriſon, Iuobm Swanwi a "53-10 
Thomas Hartley, + Dephaniah — l 14 07 9 
Thomas Henderſon, oj George 1er 
Aaron Kitch ell. Richard The eſs ” 
ohn Wilkes Kittera, A | Joſeph B. . WF 
nel Lyman, 45 297 a Seren iv 9 
Samuel Maclay, 102 4. Peleg Wadſworth. 19 8 
James Madiſon, an an i l gt am 
mae 144 in che e. =—_ 5 
David Bard, | sorge 1 4 
"Thomas Blount, y Edward — 
Demfey Burgess + - Matthew Locke, 21 . In 
Wm. Cooper, ar 3:4. Vm. Lyman, 9 
Wm. Craik, | Nathaniel Macon, 1 
eſſe Franklin, © | © Wm. Vans Murray, Were 
kiel Gilbert, John Page, . YG; 
— s Gilleſpie, 1 Wm. Strudwick, - - 
ary Glenn. John E. Van Allen, 
Wm. B. Grove, | | Philip Van we, and 
ohn Hathorn, John Williams. 
* mY ; 


The ſecond reſelation then came under conſideration 
which reads thus, 

« Reſolved, That payment f the ſaid faves, reſpedtively 
found due from the ſaid flates, by tlie ſaid commiſſioners, with 
intereſt thereon at 4 per cent. per ann- from the laſt day of 
December, 1789, to the firſt day of January 1795, may be 
received in any of the 6, 3 per cent. fluck, or deferred ſtock of 
the United States, in the ſame proportions as the United States 
have paid and allowed for the correſpondent ſums in which they 
were found indebted to certain jones, by the report of the ſaid 
commiſſioners.” 

Mr. Coir moved to add to this reſolution the words print. 
ed in Roman. The reſolution as amended was then agreed 
to. 

It was ordered that the clerk do carry theſe reſolutions 
amended to the ſenate, and deſire their concurrerice-. 

Mr. K1TCHELL wiſhed to move an additional reſolution, 
to the ſame effect with one which had already been negativ- 
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ed; and upon the drciſion of which he ſhould call for the yeas 
and:nays- It appeared to him juſt that the balances ſhould 
be paid, and he ſhould: think himſelf inexcuſable were he to 
omit any opportunity of endeavouring to get the money. 
He . himſelf had'entertained no doubt but the ſtate of New. 
York, as well as the other ſtates, would have paid their debt, 
until the members from that ſtate had ſaid ſhe would not 
pay» If this was their opinion, he thought the houſe would 
at an unwiſe part, and it would be ſaid they were ſpending 
their time in vain, if they did not | uſe means to get the mo- 
ney« He therefore moved a reſolution to the following ef- 
fett: mitt! THIS TO 9425 n 07 5427 17109 
: ©. Refolved by the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, that 
all transfers of debt of the United States in the books of the 
treaſury, by any of the ſtates indebted to the United States, 
on a ſetilement made by the commiſſioners appointed for that 
purpoſe, or any perſon holding the debts of the ſaid ſtates, 
to the amount of their reſpective balances, be prohibited; until 
the payment of the balances of the ſaid ftates reſpectively. b 
Mr. Coopsr hoped the queſtion would be taken, without 
debate. He thought it too diſgraceful to be diſcuſſet. 

| Mr. HenDERSON wiſhed to amend the motion by'ftriking 
out the word prohebited, and to-infert . ſiſperidet till further 
order of Congreſs 4 ns tint . ee 
Mr. K1TCHELL had no objection to the amendment. 

' Mr. Vena8Lt ſuggeſted whether it would not be proper 
to paſs a law on the occaſion. | As there was a law making 
the ſtock transferable, he believed it was neceſſary to have a 
law to repeal it. He believed a reſolution would not repeal 


b i 
«a law. >» Is 4 


Mr. Nicholas never heard before, that a reſolution was 

incompetent to its object: it went through all the forms of a 
law, as the Preſident muſt approve of it. However, if gen- 
tlemen thought it ought to be poſtponed and carried through 
a more formal proceſs, he ſhould not object, but he thoug 
this quite competent: all that was requiſite to make it perfe&- 
ly effectual he thought was included in the reſolution, with- 
out ſpending the time the other procedure would take. 
Mr. WiLLrawis ſaid, in ſome things it may not be neceſ- 
ſary to proceed by that form; but he thought in a thing of ſo 
much importance as this, it ought to go through the houſe 
in the form of a bill, firſt brought in and received its ſecond 
and third reading · And. if it was not ſo done, he thought 
it wonld not have the ſame operation as a law. 


, 
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Mr. HAxTLEY hoped a queſtion: would bei taken upon the 
reſolution as offered: another reſolution may then be add. 
ed, directing a committee to bring in a bill — to 
it. He hoped i it would nat go on in this extraordinary w 
ſo. much oppoſed. to the moderate meaſures which had mar 
their proceeding, but take the queſtion as it is at —— f 

Mr. Pacx ſaid, that he thought ſuch a motion highly im. 
proper, not only as it had been rejected by the houſe, as im» 
proper to be ſubmitted to the conſideration of the — 
of the whole, on account of its miſchie vous tendency z and 
alſo as it had been rejected by a large majority of that com. 
mittee to which it was propoſed, notwithſtanding the refuſil 
of the houſe to refer it; but becauſe it certainly was, as it 
had been repreſented in the debates on thoſe occaſions, an in- 
delicate and irritating meaſure, an inſult to the debtor ſtates, 
and at the ſame time injurious to public faith, and the credit 
of the funds. He thought the motion out of order, or, if 
not contrary to the written orders of the houſe, it appeared 
to him to be contrary to a rule which ought to be immutable, 
and written on every member's heart. I mean, faid Mr. 
Page, à regard for propriety and decency; a — — to which 
in my opinion, ſnould lead members to acquieſce in the re- 
joction of their motions, under ſuch circumſtances as have oc- 
curred on the preſent occaſion. Independent of this conſi- 
deration, he thought that the amendment propoſed ſo materi- 
ally altered the original reſolution, and was ſo calculated to 
produce warm and tedious debates in the houſe, and to ex- 
cite reſentment in the debtor ſtates, and was alſo ſo abſolute» 
ly unneceſſary to be agdeed to at this time, that he hoped the 
queſtion would not now be put, and to r it he moved 
for the previous queſtion. | 

Mr. K1TCHELL ſaid, he took it for granted, that he went 
no. farther than perfectly accorded with the rules of the houſe, 
for which he appealed to the chair. The ſpeaker informed 
the member, that it was conſiſtent with order. 

The previous queſtion was then called for, to wit; ſhall 
| the main queſtion to agree to the ſaid reſolution be now 

> 
And on the previous queſtion, ** ſhall the main queſtion be 
now put? It 7 in the negative. 
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Thoſe who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Theodorus Bailey, onathan N. Havens, 
Abraham Baldwin, — Hende 
Thomas Blount, Aaron — 
Demſey Burges, ohn Wilkes my 
Gabriel Chriſtie, rew Moore, 
Thomas Claiborne, John Nichotas, 38 
John Clopton, Alexander D. Orr, 
Henry Dearborn, John Richards . 
Nathaniel Freeman, jun. John Swanwick, rl 
Albert Gallatin, Abraham Venable, and 
George Hancock, Joſeph B. nn 
Thomas Hartley, 


Thoſe who voted in the negative, are, 


__ Ames, 

ilus 80 
— _ 
Samuel 
Joſhua > 
— Coles, 
Wm. Cooper 
Wm. Craik, 
Samuel W. Dana, 
James Davenport, 
George Dent, 
George Ege, 
Abiel Foſter, 
Dwight Foſter, 
Jeſſe Franklin, 
Ezekiel Gilbert, 
James Gilleſpie 
Nicholas pes 
Henry Glen, 
— Goodrich, 
Chriſtopher Cn 
Roger Grifwold, 
Wm. B. Grove, 
Robert Goodloe Harper 
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In order to obtain a better acquaintance with the ſubject 
of the foregoing debate the reader is referred tothe annexed 
flatement from the My of Mr. I which is IN cor- 


ret. 


Mr. Mapison | als up the report of the e a 
war, on the petition of Monſieur Poirey, formerly ſecretar, 
ry and aid-de-camp to the Marquis de la Fayette. | 

The report is dated the $ of April, 1796. It ſtates that 
the petitioner may have performed the duties of aid de · camp 
to the Marquis, but it is not certain whether he was only a 
ſupernumerary aid. His exact ſervices cannot be preciſel 
defined, without acceſs could be had to the general orders i if 
ſued by the commander in chief, and Major-General la Fay- 
ette. It appears that Mr. Poirey never received pay, as ſe- 
cretary, or aid- de. camp. As to his pay in the former capa - 
city, two reſolutions of Congreſs, dated June 17, 1777, ſti- 
pulate the one, that the pay of a ſecretary to a brigadier-' 
general in a ſeparate command, is to be fifry dollars per” 
month; and the other, that the pay of the ſecretary of the 
commander in chief in the northern department, be ſixty dol- 

lars per month. _ , 
|  Suppoſing Mr. Poirey to come under this deſcription, the 
objections are a tacit waver of it, as ſtated in his petition, and 
the act of limitations. Both exclude the petitioner. But 
the ſecretary at war hints, that perhaps he may be more fa-, 
vorably looked upon, as he waved claiming his pay when it 
might have been had. He only recurred to it, when misfor- 
tune and diſtreſs made the application a duty. He was be- 
yond ſea when the act of ;1mitation paſt, and probably knew. 
nothing about it. 

Mr. Madiſon moved that a bill ſhould be brought in. Te 
was objected by Mr. Macon, that this ee a refu- 
ſal of his claim, would be in no worſe ſituation than hundreds 3 
of old ſoldiers, who had petitioned the houſe without haviri 
known any thing about the ſtatute of limitations. They 1 
been refuſed, and on the ſame ground ſo ſhould this: peti· | 
tion be. 

The report was referred to a committee of the whole 
houſe, and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

: — 8. SMITH propoſed the —— reſolution to the 
ouſe : 

© Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire 
whether any, aud what amendments may be neceſſary in the 
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act to aſcertain andfi the military efablifment of che Uni: 
ed States. 

Meſlrs. S. Smith, Sens Parker, 8 corilandt, and 
Dearborn were appointed a committee purſuant to the ſame. 
25 — Gallatin propoſed the alwi reſolution to > the 

ouſe : 

„ Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire in- 
to the progreſs made in carrying into effect the act providing 
for the ſale of the lands of the United States in the territory 
north weſt of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Ken- 
tucky river, and alſo whether any, and if any, what altera 
tions are neceſſary in the ſame.” 

Meſſieurs Nicholas, N. Smith, Bard, A. Jackſon, ad 
Strudwick were appointed a committee purſuant thereto-. 

A petition of the widow of the late Scolacuttaw, or Hang. 
ing Maw, one of the chiefs of the Cherokee nation of Indians, 
was preſented to the houſe and read, praying relief, in conſi- 
deration of loſſes and injuries ſuſtained in her perſon and pro- 
perty, by a party of armed men, under the command of Cap. 
RE Beard, ſome time in the year one thouſand . 
hundred and ninety-· three · 

Motion was made to refer this petition to the committee of 

claims, which was carried. Another motion was made to in- 
ſtrut the committee to report ſpeedily ; the reaſon urged 
was, that this woman waited in town. only for the reſult of 
this petition. Mr. Macon, and Mr. D. Foſter, members 
of that committee obſerved that they had many claims un- 
reported on in hand, and if this was given a preference to, it 
would introduce a bad precedent, and cauſe complaint from 
petitioners who had been long waiting: and they could ſee 
no reaſon there was to give this the preference · The queſ- 
_ was taken whether the inſtruction ſhould be given, and 
ot. 

Mr. Henvunoon called up the order of the day on the 
claim of John Cleves Symmes. 

Mr. GALLATIN wiſhed, if in order, it may be referred toa 
ſele& committee. He obſerved there were a number of pa- 
pers relative to it which were neceſlary to be examined; that 
the attorney general did not give all the information that 
was neceſſary on the ſubje&, he would therefore move that 
the commit tee of the whole be diſcharged from the conſider. 

ation of it, in order to recommit it, as he wiſhed it to be 
brought to a proper iſſue. 


„ 


Mr. Kir cEILL. did not know he ſhould object to this 

propolition, but obſerved that laſt ſeſſion it was referred to 
a i ſelec committee; after ſetting on it ſome time, it was re- 
ferred to the attorney general z--now referred to a committee 
of the whole, and propoſed to be recommitted · He thought 
this might be ſaved, if gentlemen would give. themſelves the 
trouble to examine the papers. 

After ſome obſervations from Meſſieurs Henderſon and 
Gilbert, it was referred to Meflieurs Gallatin, Venable, Ha. 
vens, Ames and Sherburne, to examine and report thereon. 
Mr. SpRICG ſaid, that two or three years ago a petition 
had been preſented 'by Lieutenant John Carr, which had 
been reported but not ated upon. He moved that it be com. 
mitted to a committee of the whole. It was made the order 
for Tueſday. L241} 9 
Mr. Henper$ON called for the makes of the day on the 

report of the committee of February 12th, 1796, to whom 


was referred 'the memorial of Nicholas J. nen 


Jacob Mark. TY 
Mr. Coit in the chair. 


The following report of the ſelec commitres was «read, 


viz : 

% That the ſaid memorialiſts having procured Grout the 
mining countries in Europe, a number of men, well {killed in 
the arts of mineralogy and metallurgy, have them now in the 
Vnited States, either connected with, or employed by them. 

That, by their means, they offer-to explore the terri- 
tory of the United States, for mines of metals, ſemi - metals, 
and all other. minerals; provided a reaſonable time be allow- 
ed them to make the ſearch, and the right of working the 
mines, when diſcovered, be excluſively veſled in them, for a 
ſufficient period; tliey rendering a proper proportion of the 
groſs product to the United States. 

«© The committee are of opinion, that their offers merit 
the attention and encouragement of Congreſs : the general 
uſe of all metals, and of moſt minerals, rendering it a very 
deſirable object to poſſeſs them within our own limits. Ap- 
pearances, too, as your committee are informed, juſtify the 
opinion, that many valuable mines do exiſt within the terri- 
tory of the United States, which can only be rendered uſeful, 
by that ſkill and knowledge of the ſubject, which the pecu- 
liar circumſtances of Europe enable the memorialiſts to offer. 

©. Your committee, therefore, recommend the following 
reſolutions : 
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tc Reſolved, That a right be granted to Nicholas Rooſe- 
velt and Jacob Mark, and their affaciates, during the term of 
years, to enter upon any of the waſte lands in the 
territory of the United States, the Indian title whereof is 
extinguiſhed, to ſearch and explore the ſame, for mines of 
metals, ſemi-metals, and all other minerals. 


« Reſolved, That the right of working all ſuch mines as ' 


ſhall be diſcovered by the ſaid Nicholas Rooſevelt and Jacob 
Mark, and their aſſociates, ſhall be veſted in them, for the 
term of years; they rendering an equitable pro- 
— of the groſs product of ſuch mines to the United 
tates. | . n 

Mr. Sw1rT objected to the , as making a grant 
without a valuable conſideration. To make a grant of this 
kind, he ſaid, would embarraſs the property of the U. States. 
To allow ſach perſons to ſearch for mines and ere& machines 
for working them, would greatly leſſen the value of our lands. 
He hoped, therefore, the report would be diſagreed to. 

Mr. HxxDERSON believed the gentleman from Connecti- 
cut had not attended ſufficiently to the reſolution before 
committee, 'when he aſſerted that it propoſed to make a grant 
without conſideration, as it was there ſaid that they were to 
render a certain portion of the proceeds to the U. States; 
ſo that if the buſineſs was profitable to them, it would be ſo 
to the United States. The conſideration, he ſaid, embraced 


two objects -of public improvement worthy the attention of 


government. It would make us independent of foreign na- 


tions for the more precious and uſeful metals. If theſe. metals, 


ſaid he, lie entombed in the bowels of the earth, they are of 
no uſe to any one · This proviſion, he ſaid, would encourage 
individuals to ſearch and explore for theſe metals, and might 
eventually be productive to the revenue of the United States. 
In ſeveral parts of mo he believed, mines were of great 
value to the revenue. He was of opinion there were valua. 
ble mines in the United States, and an opportunity now of. 
fered of exploring them without nſe co the Union. He 
ſaw no inconvenience that would ariſe from this, and ſeveral 
advantages: To go into a detail of the buſineſs was not ne- 
ceſſary at preſent. The principle alone was what they had 
to determine upon». There might be exceptions made. He 
believed there ought to be ſome of the more common articles 
reſerved ; but he believed the more precious metals ſhould be 
left to be explored by adventurous individuals. Inſtead of 
embarraſſing our rerritory, he believed it would be a means 
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of promoting ſettlement, as wherever metals were found, wh 
population would take place, and the land would be increaſed iff po! 
in value. And it need not embarraſs the ſale, becauſe the 
property of the metals might be ſold with the land, if deſired. I anc 
Government, he ſaid, would run no riſk, would be at no ex. i ref 
penſe, and the revenues would probably be increaſed. on 
Mr. GaLLATIN thought ſuch a principle would not have phi 
been ſupported. He hoped they ſhould have allowed our own WM ( 
citizens to have found out our metals. To give a privilege MW nit 
to perſons to work mines, and to enter upon any of our land, ¶ on 
on ſuch terms, would be a moſt extraordinary policy. The Wot 
natural conſequence would be the enhancement of the price {WMr 
of metal. He truſted the report would be diſagreed to. diff 
Mr. Macon faid, that ſuch a meaſure would give a mo- gr 
nopoly of all the mines of the United States. The beſt policy, ¶ duc 
he believed, in all ſuch caſes, was to leave the buſineſs to the ¶ pen 
induſtry of our citizens. He believed they would work the {Wilue 
mines, if it was their intereſt to do ſo; if it was not, he did {W'o | 
not wiſh to offer them an inducement to do it. : | / 
Mr. HENDERSON did not wiſh the buſineſs to be confined of d 
to one ſet of adventurers. He would rather wiſh to encour- Ih: 
age adventurers. It was meant only that when theſe perſons {Wvbi 
found the mines; they ſhould have the excluſive privilege of ¶ cbt 


working them for a certain term. N 
The report was diſagreed to, the committee roſe, and the ¶ che 
houſe confirmed the diſagreement- | he 
The petition of John White late inſpector of the port of ¶ nite 


Philadelphia, preſented the 23d March laſt, was referred to 
the committee of claims. 
Adjourned. 


Friday, January 6. 


A petition of Richard R. Saltonſtall, of New-London, in 
the ſtate of Connecticut, was preſented to the houſe and read, 
praying to be indemnified for certain loſſes and expenſes which 
he has incurred in attempting to eſtabliſh a manufactory of 
Sumach, within the United States; and that Congreſs will ex- 
tend the patent which he has obtained for that purpoſe, the 
better to protect him againſt interfering pretenders to the 
ſame invention ; or grant him other relief. 

Ordered, That the ſaid petition be referred to the commit- 
tee of commerce and manufaQtures. 


. 


Mr. Dwichr Fos rn, from the committee of claims, to 


vhom was referred the petition of Amy Dardin, made a re- 
port, which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
Ordered, That the report of the committee of commerce 
and manufactures, of the 14th of May laſt, to whom were 
referred a leiter and report of the ſecretary of the treaſury, 
on the memorial of ſundry merchants of the city of Philadel- 
phia, be re- committed to the ſame committee. 2 
On motion of Mr. D. Foſter, the houſe went into a com- 
mittee of the whole, on the report of the committee of claims, 
on December 24th, 1795, on a return from the accountant 
of the treaſury, on certain claims not admitted to be valid, 
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agreement to the whole, except the eleventh claſs, which in- 
cluded the petition of John T. Gilman, who prayed for com- 
penſation as a commiſſioner for endorſing new emiſſion money, 
iſſued by Congreſs in March 1780, which they recommended 
to be diſagreed to, believing him to be entitled to his claim. 

After ſome obſervations, chiefly urging the impropriety 
of deciding upon theſe claims in a maſs, inſtead of individual. 
ly; in order to obtain papers which were called for, and 
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obtained leave to ſit again. | Ro 

Mr. HARPER called up the reſolution which he laid upon 
the table the other day, calling for certain ſtatements from 
the treaſury department, relative to the revenues of the U- 
; of nited States, within ten days after the meeting of each ſeſſion. 
to i Mr. GaLLaTIN wiſhed the gentleman from South-Caro- 


ina would amend his reſolution, by adding a requeſt for like 


latements for this ſeſſion. As it might be alledged the notice 
vas ſhort, and complete ſtatements could not be made out, it 
might be ſaid, © ſuch ſtatements as could be conveniently 
lurniſhed.” | | | | 


in © Mr. Harper ſaid he thought of making a ſeperate re- 


ad, Nolution for the purpoſe the gentleman had mentioned ; but, 
n inquiry at the treaſury office, and finding that ſuch infor. 


mation had not been received there, as would enable him to 
urniſh ſuch a return, he declined it- This aroſe, he ſaid, 
rom the former order on this ſubje& having been only tem- 
orary, and the officers in different parts of the Union, not 
aving inſtructions. to forward the ſtatements required-— 
au. (greed. 5 | 

Mr. Cukisrix called for the order of the day, on the re- 


Mr. Coit in the chair. This report claſſed the claims under 
different heads, and the committee of claims recommended an 


which were in the auditor's office, the committee roſe, and 
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. of the committee of claims, on the petition of Robert 
arris. The petition was unfavorable to the petitioner - 
Mr. Coit in the chair. 1 1 

The petitioner, it appears, was a Captain of what was call. 
ed the Flying Camp, in Maryland, during the late war. He 
raiſed his own company in 1776- In December 1777 , Owing 


to the fatigues of the ſervice, his health was impaired, 
he left the ſervice and went over to the Weſt- Indies, for the 
benefit of his health. Before he went, it was ſaid, (though 
it did not appear in evidence) he applied to the pay-maſter of 
the army for his pay, but was only able to get two months 
pay out of eleven, which was due. When he returned 
from the Weſt-Indies in the year 1780, he applied to the 
treaſury. for payment, for the remaining nine months, when, 
inſtead of three hundred and ſixty dollars, he was offered ſir 
teen only, which was the amount due, reckoning upon the 
ſcale of depreciation about which had taken place in his ab- 
ſcence. This he refuſed to receive, and appeals to the juſtice 
of Congreſs for relief. RO 
_ N following is part of the report of the committee of 

claims: * SF as 

« As very many, indeed nearly all the officers and pri. 
vates, under ſimilar circumſtances, have received their wages, 
by the rule eſtabliſhed, as aforeſaid z and as Captain Harris 
ſhews no reaſon why he did not receive his money from the 
paymaſter, the committee think it would be inexpedient to 
eſtabliſh a new rule, at this time; and are therefore of opl- 
nion, his memorial ought not to be granted, and that he have 
leave to withdraw the ſame. _ „ 

Mr. Cax1sTis ſaid, that as the houſe were ſo much in 
the habir of agreeing to reports from the committee of claims, 
he deſpaired of making them diſagree to this report. It was 
however a groſs trick · The money was received back at its 
full worth at the tresſur ry + 

Mr. Fos rx contended that after the money was given to 
the paymaſter, currency was in a conſtant ſtate of deprecia- 


tion- Whoſe was the money after it went into the hand of 


the pay-maſter ? It was that of Captain Harris, and he might 
at any time have received it; Captain Harris did not call 

it until it was ſunk very low, and were the United States to 
ſuffer for his negligence in not calling ? He preſumed not- 
It was returned to the treaſury, and ſunk in value before be 
came for it. . 
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Mr. DzazzoRN ſaid, that it was common or officers to 
receive money at a ted rate And iymaſter not 
having money in hand, they had often been bbliged to wait 
ſix or twelve months, and he could ſee no reaſon for: muking 
this depreciation more than others. It would be endleſs to 
go into all caſes. Mr. Harris might have received his 
at any time for two years. Mr · D. could not ſee. why he 
ſhould get the money at any higher rate than What N 
rent at the time when be called for it. 

Mr. Craik wiſhed to know, if Captain Harris had applies 
for his money to the paymaſter, and at what time? Mr. D. 
Foſter anſwered, it was impoſſible to know whether he did 
apply or not: he only knew, which he chonghe ſuffici 
2 he might habe received the money. 1 


Mr. CnRIsTIE ſaid; that Captain Harris inf i 
hat he did apply to the paymaſter when he left informed 


could get only two months of pay out of eleven months. He 
ſaid that Mr. Dearborn knew well enough of its 8 
ſible to call on a paymaſter without getting money. 

he left the ſervice, he could get no more than the/pay fi 
two months. © | | 

Mr. SAMUEL Savin ſaid that Captain Harris raſignid on 
the gth of November, 1777- He ſoon after went to the W. 
Indies. On coming back to the United States, he found that 
the money had been returned whole and ſound to the treaſu- 
ry, it had ſuffered no loſs · The petitioner was not barred 
by the act of Timitations, and as no poſſible injury could be 
ſuſtained by the United States paying it, as they had received 
it in full, it was juſt, it ſhould be "= There was no other 
caſe like this. 

Mr. Macon ſaid, that this would be like many W 
ries. There would never be any thing like it, till the petition 
was granted: 'Laſt year there was a petition about the North 
Weſtern territory. The prayer was granted, and ſoon after 
the table was covered with petitions. ' Captain Harris went 
out of the country, and it was his own fault he did not make 
* in time: the conſequences would be very great 

he depteciation was to be made up to this man · 

Mr. LyMan ſaid; that there was a harder caſe than this 
in Maſſachuſetts. Two aymaſters ran away with 40,000 
dollars. "They were elefied by the officers of the ir oops. 
The paymaſters are elected intirely by the officers, and it was 
doubtful if privates were bound by this election. Vet _ 


P p 
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ee refuſed ina them, and Cape Harris's fit 

whether he applied ot not, could not be 857510 had as 22 5 m 
who were never paid. If the houſe 1 is he Hh 
in 1 a would eke up all others, PP To application 
to that e ri 

Mr. Draxsonx replied. . He ſaid, that when Capt. H 
applied, the paymaſter had no more than the 2 months pay 
in his hand. He might probably have received the money in fall 
in 1 or 3 months, but did not apply: then the queſtion Was 
whether after ſtaying ſome years, and the money was then ve- 
ry much depreciated, he or the United States was to loſe hy 
that depreciation d 2 
Mr. S. SMITH ſaid, that if the money had remained b 
the hands of the paymaſter, the petitioner muſt have been re- 
ſponſible for the depreciation- But while the money was 
gold and ſilver, the paymaſter like an honeſt man returned it 
to the treaſury» - The United States had committed them 
ſelves hy re-accepting it- They had no title to, take adyan: 
tage of the depreciation 3. they received the identical money, 
and ought to have paid it. He knew not whether this Wh 
law, but he knew it was equity and juſtice. 

Mr. CxR19F18 faid, that Mr. Lyman had called chat q 
muell harder caſe in Maſfachuſetts than Capt. Harris's. Th 
paymaſters ran away. What odds did it make to the petir 
tioner; when the United States ran away with the m 
whether it was by a pay maſter or otherwiſe, that he lo 955 
Money · The money was paid back while it was good money: 

It aa bona ſide debt : He did not know if the petition . 
agreeable to law, but he knew it to conſiſt with equity. 
ry man in the houſe'knew that Capt- Harris had not received 
Juſtice. 
Mr. Swaxwiex ſpoke a few words in favor of the pet. 
tion · He thought it exceedingly improper to charge a 
preciation to this man when they received back into'their 
treaſury the full money; this he thought an unfair advan: 
tage. Had motives of policy prevailed, great advantages of 
this kind, he preſumed, might have been obtained. The go. 
vernment, and not Capt. 1. ought to have had the deprecis- 
tion. It was a very hard caſe. 

Mr. KiTTERA objected againſt it. If this were the ooh 
alen caſe where Glade officers had not received their 
rights, he ſnould vote for it, but he knew very many accounts 
had been ſettled upon the ſame principle. That he had been 


preſent laſt winter, when a petition came in, that was ſaid to be 


* 
on, 
| 
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on a ſingular caſe» Preſently, on its ſucceſs, many others 
would naturally gccur, were they-to grant this. "291 

Mr. CuxisrT ix ſaid, that he had made every inquiry ut th 
war-office that could be made. Major Howell had made re- 
peated inquiries, and could not find a fingle caſe in the ſame 
ſituation» | Ss nt | . 

The committee agreed to the report. They roſe; the 
houſe agreed to the report of the committee of the whole: 


* 


thus the petition is negatived. | 
Mr: Masod moved, that fo much of the report of the 
committee of unfiniſhed buſineſs as relates to the report of the 
committee of claims on the petition of Samuel Fowler and 
reed. Ly f enn | Tis 
r. W. SMITH ſaid, he wiſhed to lay a reſolution on the 
table, reſpecting an alteration in the conſtitution; it was in 
that part of it which directed the electors of a Preſident and 
Vice Preſident to vote for two perſons, one of hom ſhould 
be Preſident and the other Vice · Preſident · It had been diſ · 
covered, that great inconvenienties might ariſe from this 
mode of election. Gentlemen mùſt be ſatisfied that it could 
not anſwer the end intended, viz. to carry into effect the real 
intention of the electors. He believed there could be no ob - 
jection, therefore, to rhe alteration which he was about to 
propoſe, as it went only to authoriſe electors to _— 
whom they meant to be Preſident and whom Vice -Preſident. 
Mr. Smith thought this a proper time for bringing forward 
this amendment, for two reaſons, becauſe the matter was 
freſh in people's minds, and becauſe it was right to do it at a 
period the moſt remote from an election, in order that the 
ſtates might have time to ratify the amendment before an 
election might be near at hand ; becauſe, if poſtponed till near 
the time of an election, the uncertainty of its being ratified, 
would have a diſagreeable effect. He would, for this pur - 
poſe, propoſe a reſolution to the following effect. e 
© Reſolved, That the third clauſe of the firſt ſection of 
the ſecond article of the conſtitution of the United States, 
ought to be amended in ſuch manner, as that the electors of 
2 Preſident and Vice-Preſident, be directed to defignate 
whom they vote for as Preſident, and for whom as Vice-Pre- 
ident; and that the faid amendment be propoſed to the dif- 
ferent ſtate legiſlatures for their concurrence, in order that 


followed it, and he thought the ſame dangerous tendeney 
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it may 3 part of. the conſtitution of the United 


States. 
It was ordered to be printed. Adjourned. 


— 


The Sele ic the report from the mint eſtabliſhment which 
the ſpeaker laid before the houſe, December 20. 


gs 1. Department of State, December 19,1 796... 
By the direction of the Preſident of the United States, 1 


| Have the honor to incloſe a report of the director of the mint, 


ſuggeſting the expediency of ſome alterations in its eſtabliſh. 
ment, to render it leſs expenſive to the public, and more ac- 
commodating to depoſitors. The report is accompanied 
with — of the gold, ſilver, and copper coins, iſſued 
from the mint, from its commencement to the 24th of the 
laſt month, accounts of the gold and ſilver bullion, which has 
been depoſited, and an account of waſtage, and-a deficit in 
the ſilver coinage, which require an. appropriation. of two 

' thouſand eight hundred and twenty dollars and. een 
cents, to reimburſe depoſitors. | 


I am, with great reſpect, Sir, 
Four moſt obedient Servant, 
« TIMOTHY PICKERING. 


The Speaker of the houſe of 4 % 4 4566 
Repreſentatives of the 8 | | 18. 
United States. 


ak Mint of the United States, Nev: 29. I 796 
3 
I HAVE the honor of incloſing for the Preſident of the 
United States, my annual report on the ſtate of the mint, 


with the abſtracts referred to therein. 


With ſentiments of eſteem and reſpect, 
I remain, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, and very : 
Humble ſervant, 
| ELIAS BOUDINOT * 
To the Secretary if State. | | 
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The director of the mint of the United States, reſpecgfully re. 
ports to the Preſident of the United States on the ſtate of the 


mint : 


That during the experience of twelve months, he has 
turned his attention (as far as has been in his power) to the 


inſtitution under his care. He has ſeen with regret an opi- 
nion generally prevailing, that the eſtabliſhment is unneceſſa- 
rily expenſive, and leſs productive than was rationally ex- 
pected by its advocates and friends. 


The director finding ſome foundation for the charge, has 


endeavoured to diſcover the cauſe, as nothing appears in the 
general nature of the inſtitution, to warrant the idea. 
The iſſue of the inquiry is, that the extraordinary expenſes 
attending the mint, are in a great meaſure; owing to its ori- 
ginal plan and the principles on which it was eſtabliſhed. A- 


mong others, the whole coinage, including the refinement of 


the precious metals, was directed by law to be executed at the 
public expenſe, the depoſitor being fully indemnified from all 
charges whatever : on this principle, not only the original 


coſt of the works, and the falaries of the ſtated officers, fall on 
the public ; but alſo the whole amount of the workmanſhip, 


with the alloy, waſtage and contingent loſſes. 

The want of experimental knowledge in the buſinefs, at 
the firſt eſtabliſhment of the mint, prevented any tolerable 
preciſe eſtimate of the expenſes neceſſarily attending the pro- 
ceſs ; but ſoon after the commencement of the buſineſs, it was 
found impracticable to proceed with propriety, unleſs an ad- 
dition was made to the eſtabliſhment by the appointment of a 
melter and refiner. 


This important and neceſſary officer, is not known in fo- 


reign mints, as the precious metals are there generally depo- 


fited'df the proper ſtandard, or above it; or they are pur- 


chaſed by the mint, and become public property ; there be- 
ing profeſſional refiners independent of the mines, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs it is to purify metals under ſtandard ; but there being 
no ſuch artiſts in this city, who follow the. buſineſs, it became 
ind iſpenſibly neceſſary to execute this ſervice in the mint. 
This circumſtance was not foreſeen, or if foreſeen, was 
conſidered as included in the duties of the aſſayer; but the 


neceſſity of ſo eſſential a check on that officer, forbad this 


meaſure, had it been otherwiſe practicable. This added con- 
ſiderably to the annual expenſes of the mint. * 

Formerly the director could not make any charge for this 
proceſs, againſt depoſitors; the whole expenſe therefore fell 


el 


on the public. Thus on aſſaying one depoſit of about 96, oo 
ozs of ſilver bullion, it turned out near 24,000 oz. under 
ſtandard; to refine which, it coſt the United States upwards 
of gol · 10 that the: depoſitor really gained that ſum, by 
bringing his bullion to the mint. This operated very; une - 
qually among depoſitors. The citizen who brought bullion 
in this debaſed ſtate to the mint, received as much coin for 
the ſtandard ſilver therein, as he whoſe bullion was previ - 
ouſly refined equal to the ſtandard, and ready for coinipg at 
x very trifling expenſe. 5 5 
Again, the inſtitution of the mint, without any appropria - 
tion of capital, either to purchaſe the precious metals in bul - 
lion, anticipate payments due on depoſits, or to coin for the 
public, has been another cauſe of very conſiderable expenſe, 
Depending upon depoſitors alone for the precious metals, it 
became neceſſary for their encouragement and ſatisfaction to 
coin every depoſit as ſoon as poſſible after it came into the 
treaſury of the mint, to prevent its remaining unproductive to 
the depolitor; by which means the clippings and gains were 
obliged to be me lted and coined as they aroſe, often three or 
four times for one depoſit. e | . 
Thus the melting, refining and coining a depofit of 200 
Oz» of ſilver, or 20 0z- of gold, would coſt the public nearly 
as much as 1000 07. of either, and a much greater propor-. 
tional waſtage; whereas could the bullion be purchaſed for 
the public at the market price, and kept in the vaults till a 
large quantity might be coined at once, or a capital of about 
ten thouſand dollars be allowed to the mint, ſo as to antici- 
pate the payments to depoſitors, without being obliged to an 
immediate coinage on every occaſion, a very great public ſav- 
ing would take place, not only as to the waſtage, but in the 
expenditure of the materials and labour uſed in the proceſs, 
and no injury done to the United States, but in the loan of 
the money for a ſhort time. In a word, the difference 
would be much the ſame, as between the wholeſale merchant 
and the huckſter. Nat 2 art] 4 el at 
This meaſure would alſo have a tendency to fix the price 
of bullion; and indemnify tbe public for ſome part of the ex- 
penſe of coinage. The only queſtion that would, ariſe is, 
whether, on the principle of political economy, it would be a 
prudent meaſure on the part of government? Suppoſe the. 
expenſes of coinage, including waſtage, to be fixed at three 
per centum to the depoſitor, while in foreign countries it coſts 
nothing · The conſequence would be, that bullion in Ame- 


= 


rica, might vary its price three per cent- according to the ba- 
tanceof trade; while bullion in thoſe countries muſt be ſup- 
poſed invariable in ĩts price, let the balance of trade ſtund as 
it will. Bullion then, in thoſe countries will always be at 
uy, eſt price it ever can be at in America, ſince it is the 
price of coin; but in America it may be three per cent. lo w- 
er. If therefore, the United States, by coining, free of all 
expenſe, contribute to keep the price of bullion higher than 
it is in countries where the coinage is paid for, a voluntary 
expenſe is created of which there can be no juſt reaſon to 
complain.” 1 3 

A repreſentation of ſome of theſe difficulties, which che 
dangerous ſituation of the. mint, for want of protecting laws 
to ſecure the inſtruments of coinage, the metals and the coin, 
as alſd to prevent counterfeits, has been heretofore made by 
the officers of the mint, with but little other ſucceſs, than a 
reſolution” of Congreſs, enabling the director to retain the 
expenſe of refining the precious metals under ſtandard; but 
the waſtage, alloy and coinage, are {till dead charges on-rhe 
nnen IT bs! JOE e 
While therefore this policy, on the whole, is conſidered 
as beneficial ro' the United States, the complaints againſt the 
mint fot its heavy expenſes to the public, are without folid 
foundation, as it is impoſſible to carry on an inſtitution of this 
nature, under theſe circumftances, and which requires from 
15 to 20 workmen and labourers to attend it, without 
expenſe. Add to this, that the alloy of ſilver and copper, 
with the loſs by neceſfary waſtage, muſt una voidably riſe to a 
conſiderable annual amount. ee eee e. 

But notwithſtanding theſe and other difficulties attending 

an infant inſtitution, efpecially the late great advance in the 


prices of materials and labour, the aggregate expenſes of the 


mint are greatly reduced, either from the ſuperior know. 
ledge of the perſons employed, gained by experience, or from 
new arrangements found to be more advantageous than thoſe 
made on the ſpur of rhe occaſion. This will appear more 
evident, by a review of the progreſſive reduction of the con- 


tingent expenſes in the quarterly accounts rendered into the 


treaſury department, and it is hoped that there will be a 


further progrefs in this deſirable economy. 


When the preſent director entered upon the adminiſtra - 


tion of the mint, there was no appropriation of money for 
the purchaſe of copper, for the coinage of cents. This he 
clearly foreſaw would prove a ſource of further expenſe, by 


v 
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often leaving the workmen without employ- . He made ap- 
plication to Congreſs by their committee, on this ſubject; but 
all that was obtained was thirteen thouſand dollars, which 
was coined into cents, and returned into the public treaſury; 
or remitted for the purchaſe of copper, before the riſing of 

s the laſt ſpring · No further appropriation was 
made, till it was too late to procure the neceſſary importation 
of copper for the ſummer's coinage, whereby much time has 
been loſt, and ſome conſiderable expenſe of workmen has 
been added to the ſummer's account. 2 Fo 

It is now hoped, from the preſent arrangement, no ſach 
inconvenience will ariſe hereafter ;'but a continual and am- 
ple ſupply of copper coinage be produced adequate to the 
ye laws relative to the mint now ſtand, the officers are 
_ obliged to pay to each depoſitor the coins, ariſing from his 
depoſit, in ſtrict order, and to reſerve three pieces of coin : 
from each maſs ; yet no. appropriation has been made to re- 
place the reſerves, or to make good the waſtage : _ it is there- 
fore impoſſible for the officers of the mint to comply with the 
law; and the depoſitors complain of being kept oat of their 
property; till proviſion is made by Congreſs for their relief. 
Buy a number of new half johannes brought to the mint for 
aſſaying, ſaid to have been coined in the United States, it ap- 
pears that a coinage for that purpoſe is carried on in ſome 
ſtate in the Union. Some of theſe are found to be under 
ſtandard in their quality, and between two and- three penny- 
weights leſs than their true weight.. Theſe are facts which 
oy director thinks it his duty to communicate to the Preſi- 
„ +; 7 | (> = 4-468 1 
From the various experiments made fince the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the mint, it is found unneceſſary to make uſe of ſilver 
in alloying of gold, unleſs it is for the purpoſe of beautifying 
the coin : in which caſe it ſhould be compoſed at the propor- 
tion of one-third ſilver to two-thirds copper. | | 
By the following abſtract of the bullion and coin received 
and iſſued from the mint, ſince its firſt eſtabliſhment, may be 
ſeen, as well the nature of the depoſits made, as the coins 
returned to the treaſury, and the dates of the receipts and 
iſſues to this day, with the amount of the copper NN x 
From this it appears, that there is due for waſtage, during 
that period, the quantity of fifteen hundred and niney - nine 
ounces, ſixteen penny-weights and fifteen 2 of ſilver, 
equal to eighteen hundred and forty- five dollars, ninety- five 
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eents and five mills ; beſides a deficit of eight hundred and 
forty-four ounces, ſeventeen penny-weights and five grains 
of ſilver, equal to nine hundred and ſeventy-four dollars, 
ſeventy-five cents and five mills; making in the whole two 
thouſand eight hundred and twenty dollars and ſeventy-one 
cents : for which an appropriation ought to be made by law, 
to ſatisfy a deficient depoſit · 

The director thinks it neceſſary to mention, in exculpation 
of the former officers of the mint, that by a report made on 
this ſubjeR, it appears that there is yet a conſiderable quanti- 
ty of old pots and teſt bottoms, from. whieh ir is expected 
that nearly the amount of the deficient {il ver, as ſtated above, 
will be extracted. | | 
| ELIAS BOUDINOT. 
Mint of the United States, | 

29th November, 1796. 


_ 4 


Denomination and value of coins, iſſued from the mint of the 
United States, from the commencement of the eſtabliſh» 
ment, to Nov. 24, 1796. Kea | | 
GOLD.—8,875 Eagles, 12,106 Half Eagles, 66 Quar- 

ter Eagles, value 149,445 Dollars. 

SILVER-—272,941 Dollars, 323,144 Half Dollars, 
5,894 Quarter Dollars, 22,135 Diſmes, 96,646 Half Diſ- 
mes, Value 443,032 Dollars, 30 Cents. 

-COPPER.—2,040,733 Cents, 258,014 Half Cents, Va- 
lue 21,697 Dollars, 40 Cents. 


There has been depoſited at the mint (for coinage) from 
the commencement of the eſtabliſhment to November '24th, 
1794—10, 670 ounces, 10 penny-weights and 10 grains 
gold bullion, groſs weight; being y,837 ounces and 14 
grains, ſtandard weight—and of ſilver bullion, 416,892 
ounces and 18 penny-weights, groſs weight; being 402, 503 
-ounces and 16 penny-weights, ſtandard weight. 


— RE 
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Monday, January 9. 


Mr. W1LL1aMs preſented a petition from the poſtmaſter 
of New-York, praying for an increaſe of ſalary. Referred 
to the committee on the ſubject of poſt-offices and polt-roads- 


Ta 
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Mr. DraR BORN, from the committee to whom it was re. 
ferred to inquire whether any and what alterations ought 
to be made by law in the compenſation of the officers of the 
United States, reported it as their opinion, that the ſalaries 
of the ſecretary of war and attorney general ſhould be aug- 
mented 500 dollars, and that the ſalaries of the ſecretary of 
ſtate, ſecretary of the treaſury, ſecretary of war, attorney 
general, poſtmaſter general, treaſurer, comptroller of the 
treaſury, commiſſioner of the revenue, auditor, regiſter, 
aſſiſtant poſtmaſter, and keeper of military ſtores ſhould be 
increaſed 25 per cent. They alſo recommended that the 
act for regulating the compenſations allowed to clerks in 
public offices, ralſed laſt ſeſſion, ſhould be continued for the 
year 1797, and no longer; and alſo that an additional com- 
penſation ſhould be allowed to the loan officers of Maſſachu- 
ſetts and New-York, of 375 dollars, and 300 dollary: to be 
diſtributed amongſt the clerks in each office ; and that the 
ſum of 126 dollars be allowed amongſt the clerks in the loan 
office of Pennſylvania for the preſent year. This report 
was twice ae 4 ordered to be committed to a committee of 
the whole, and made the order for Thurſday. | 

Mr. DEA BORN, from the committee to whom was re- 
committed the bill for eſtabliſhing an uniform militia ſyſtem 
throughout the United States, reported a new bill, which 
was twice read, committed to a committee of the whole, and 
made the order for Friday. e | 
Mr. Swanwick, from the committee of commerce and 
manufactures, reported a bill for licenſing pilots in the ſtates 
of Virginia and Maryland, within the waters of thoſe ſtates. 
It was read a ſecond time, committed to a committee of the 
whole, and made the order for Friday. 15 
A meſſage in writing was received from the Preſident of 
the United States, which the ſpeaker having opened, he de- 
clared to be of a confident nature, and that, therefore, the 
houſe and galleries muſt be cleared of all but the members 
and the clerk. It was cleared accordingly. 

After the doors had been cloſed little more than half an 
hour, they were again thrown open, and 
Mr. Dwight Foſter, from the committee of claims, made 

a report on the petition of William Alexander, appointed a 
ſurveyor of army lands, in purſuance of an ordinance of July 
9, 1788, which was in favour of the petitioner. It was re- 
ferred to a committee of the whole, and made the order fot 
to-morrow. Alſo on the petition of John Conrad Latour, 
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which was unfavourable to the petitioner: to which the 
houſe, concurred. . | At 
On motion, ordered, that the petition of Francis Wright 
preſented Dec. 1795 be referred to the committee of com- 
merce and manufactures. 0 ute 

. Mr. Swax wick, from the committee of commerce and 
manufactures, made a report on the petitions of Richard R. 
Saltonſtall, Jacob Broom, Robert Dawſon, William Crow- 
ley . Jordon, John Nicholſon, and the proprietors of the 
Glaſs manufactory of Boſton, and of ſundry hat manufaQur 
ers in the United States- | 709.7 

Mr. Saltonſtall had formerly obtained a patent for ſe- 

curing to him an improved uſe of Sumach; and complained 
that he had been diſturbed in his right by others who pre- 
tended his diſcovery had been made in other countries be- 
fore he obtained his patent; he prayed for ſecurity in the 
enjoyment of his patent, or compenſation for his expenſes. 
The committee reported that a court of law was the proper 
tribunal for an appeal, and reſolved that the prayer of the 
petitioner could not be granted. F 
Jacob Broom is the proprietor of a cotton mill on Brandy- 
wine creek. He prays that the duty on raw cotton may be 
repealed, and that an additional duty may be laid on cotton 

oods imported-— The committee report, that to repeal the 
— on raw cotton imported, would be to damp the growth 
of cotton in our own country, and that imported cotton 

oods already paying a duty of 12-1 per cent, the tax was 
ufficiently high to allow ample room for competition. The 
petition was — not granted. 

Robert Dawſon is a manufacturer of bolting cloths at 


Wilmington. He prays for a repeal of the duty on raw ſilk, 


in order to aid his manufactory, the produce of which he 
ſays is ſuperior to any imported. The committee report 
that the ſuperior quality of theſe boulting cloths was ſuffici- 
ent to recommend them, without embarraſſing the revenue, 
by a repeal of the preſent duty. The petitioner had leave 
to withdraw his petition. x} 

William Crowley Jordon is a ſilk manufacturer, who is 
deſirous of eſtabliſhing a ſilk manufactory in this country, and 
prays Congreſs to aſſiſt him with ſome addition to his capital. 
The committee reported, that if our finances were in a ſtate 
to encourage a ſcheme of this ſort, they ſhould very much 
doubt of its ſucceſs from the high price of labour. This pes» 
tition was alſo diſagreed to. ' 
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John Nicholſon, of this city, and the proprietors of the 
glaſs manufactory at Boſton, praying their manufactories 


may be encouraged by an additional duty on glaſs imported. 
The committee report it as their opinion that the high price 


of labour, which time only could cure, was a greater obſta- 
cle to their manufactory than the duty, and that therefore 
the prayer of the petition oujght not to be granted. 

Sundry manufacturers of hats, in the United States, pray 
for an increaſe of duty on hats, for the encouragement of 
their manufactory. The commitcee's opinion upon this peti- 


tion was the ſame as upon the laſt, and it was of courſe diſs 


agreed to. 


them. 3 4s a 11 
Mr. W. SMITH called for the order of the day on the 
report of the committee of ways and means,. to whom it was 
referred to take into conſideration the ſubject of further re- 
venues, and the proviſions. requiſite for improving and more 
effectually ſecuring the internal revenues, which being 
— to, the — reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole, and the following reſolution was brought under con- 
ſiderationn * 1 | 
« Reſolved, that it will be expedient to aboliſh the tax 
laid on ſpirits diſtilled from materials of the grawth or pro- 


duce of the United States, at any other place than a city, 


town, or village, or at any diſtillery in a city, town, or vil- 


lage, at which there ſhall be one or more ſtills, which ſingly, 


if only one, or together, if more than one, ſhall be of 
leſs capacity than four hundred gallonsz and to collect this 
branch of the revenue from a tax on the capacity of the ſtills.” 

Mr. Macon ſaid, it appeared to him that this proviſion 
would have the effect to deſtroy all the ſmall ſtills in the 
country, and to eſtabliſh large diſtilleries. In the country, 
where fruit was generally diſtilled, this would be a great in- 
convenience, as it was neceſſary to be done immediately. He 
believed the ſyſtem was going on pretty well at preſent and 
he thought it unneceſſary to make any change in it. 

Mr. — hoped the reſolution before them would 


not be agreed to. He believed it would operate againſt 
many of the ſmall ſtills. Perhaps, indeed, this was the 
meaning of it; for, if he remembered rightly, a gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. Harper) on a former occaſion, 
had expreſſed a wiſh that ſmall ſtills might be annihilated, 
and large diſtilleries ereted. With reſpect to New- Jerſey, 
Mr. H. faid, the article of cyder was moſtly diſtilled. Ir 


The reports were twice read, and the houſe concurred in 
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was difficult to carry this to a diſtance, and therefore the 
number of ſmall ſtills was very conſiderable ; but, ſhould 
this reſolution be carried, it would ſubje& them to great 
difficulties, and, in many inſtances, amount to a prohibition 
from diſtilling at all. He believed the ſyſtem at preſent was 
pretty generally ſatisfaRory.. 

Mr. GALLATIN ſaid, both the gentlemen from N. Caro: 
lina and from New- Jerſey, ſeemed to be certain that the 
plan propoſed would have the effect to deſtroy ſmall ſtills, 
and from thence derived their objections to it. He wiſhed 
they would ſhew how this would be done. He believed the 


law might be ſo carried into effect, but he alſo believed that 
it might be ſo arranged as to avoid it. 


Gentlemen had faid that the preſent ſyſtem was very well. 
He would ſay it was not ſo. It was unproductive. The ex- 
penſe of collection upon that part of the revenue which was 
drawn from ſpirits diſtilled in the country on domeſtic materi- 
als coſt from 32 to 33 per cent. collecting. What the nett 
amount of the duty was he did not recollect; he believed it 
was from 150,000 to 200, 000 dollars per annum. It was 
clear, he ſaid, that the moment a direct tax was laid 
the ſtill, inſtead of the ſpirits, two-thirds of the expenſe of 
collection would be got rid of ; all that was neceſſary. being 
to meaſure the ſtil], inſtead of having an officer to watch the 
operations of the diſtiller- Here, he ſaid, frauds could- not 
be eaſily committed. Nothing was neceſſary to be known, 
but whether a man diſtilled or not; if he diſtilled without a 
licenſe, he would be liable to a penalty, and this was all the 
fraud which could be practiſed. 

Another great objection to the preſent ſyſtem, Mr. G. 
ſaid, was, that it gave great advantages to the unfair trader 
over him who traded fairly. Some were advantaged through 
Ignorance, and ſome through deſign; an oath, he ſaid, 
would bind ſome men but not all. This would be altogether 
prevented by the plan propoſed. Every man would ſtand 
upon the ſame ground. SRO EC OE | 

It was true, and it was the only objection which could be 
made to it, that if an equa} tax was laid upon the capacities 
of all ſtills, rhere would be an advantage in favour of large 
ſtills : becauſe, upon large ſtills, large capitals would be 
employed, and they would be worked throughout the whole 
year; but, in order to remove this objection, he thought a 
certain ſcale ſhould be formed, in order to proportion the 
duty according to the ſize of the ſtill. He was of opinion, 
that this ſingle proviſion would remove all objections- If 
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the reſolution was we to, it would of courſe be referred 
back to bring in a bill, and then it would be ſeen whether 
this evil could not be remedied i in the way mentioned. All 
the revenue officers, Mr. G. faid, were agreed as to thi 
propriety. of this meaſure. -.. 

Mr. Parke ſaid, if the mode propoſed, could be ſa mo. 
dified as not to injure the ſmall ſtills, he thonld have no ob- 
jections to it; but if it were to have that effect, he truſted he 
ſhould be able to ſhew it would be a very improper meaſure. 

Mr. Dax rox (the ſpeaker). ſaid at firſt the report ap. 
peared to him in an unfavourable light. He feared it would 
have the effect, nor was the fear an unreaſonable one, to 
injure ſmall ſtills; ; but he now ſaw it poſſible to prevent their 
injury, and even to protect them. He thought there was 
a regulation of greater importance than the one mentioned 
by the gentleman from Pennſylvania, (Mr. Gallatin) be 
thought ſmall ſtills ſhould have the privileges of taking out 
licentes for a ſhorter time than a year. Foreſeeing that the 
houſe would have an entire controul over the buſineſs, 
when it came before them in the form of a ill, be did not 
mean to oppoſe it in this ſtage. = 

The reſolution. was agreed to, the committee 2 the 
houſe concurred in it, and it was referred to the committee 
of ways and means to bring in a bill. 

On motion of Mr. Madiſon, the houſe went into a com- 
mittee of the whole on the report of the ſecretary of war, on 
the petition of M. Poirey, ſecretary and aid-· de- camp to ma · 
jor- general La Fayette. 

It appears that M. Poirey followed the example of General 
Fayette, in declining to receive any pay for his ſervices in 
the courſe of the Jate war; but, like his maſter, having 
been overtaken by misfortune, he calls upon the equity and 
generoſity of the American nation to afford him relief, in 
the ſame manner as they had unaſked requited the ſervices 
of General La Fayette. 

The report being read, Mr. Madiſon, in order to rake the 
ſenſe of the houſe, moved the following reſolution : 
That proviſion ought to be made by law for ſettling the 
claim of M. Poirey.” He ſaid that the plea of the petitioner 
ſeemed to be this, that, ſince the houſe had behaved with 
generoſity to the General himſelf, they would be equally fa- 
vourable to him. 

Mr. Co1T ſaid, that there were an infinite number of 
caſes of the ſame kind. He wiſhed, on this accouor, that it 
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had been at once ſent to the committee of claims. It would 
then have been compared with other caſes of the ſame nature · 
He moved that the committee of the whole ſhould riſe for 
that purpoſe. e | 

Mr. LyMAX hoped that they would not riſe. The houſe 
were as competent to decide at preſent as they ever could be- 
The whole facts were before them. Mr. Lyman was for 
rejecting the petition. He did not underſtand this way of 
firſt giving up a claim and then coming back a ſecond time. 

Mr. Coit thought that it was of importance to decide uni- 
formly. As other caſes of the ſame kind had been before the 
committee of claims, he-wiſhed this to be referred in order to 
have a ſimilar deciſion with others. | 

Mr. Swanw1ck did not wiſſi the committee to riſe ; nor 
the petition to be referred to the committee of claims. He 
thought that it would be an uncommonly hard and diſagree- 
able caſe, after a man had ſerved this country, that he ſhould 
not be paid for it. He conſidered it even as bad policy, ſet- 
ting gratitude out of the queſtion. The American revolution 
had indirectly conduced to that of France, by which the pe- 
titioner had been reduced to ruin, Mr. Swanwick urged the 
propriety of granting the prayer of the petitioner- It was a 
caſe analogous to that of Fayette himſelf. Having paid the 
General, we ought of courſe to pay the ſecretary. The lat- 
ter had, like the former, waved- his claim till compelled by 
neceſſity. He hoped that the committee would not take ad- 
vantage of this generoſity to deprive him of the money. 

Mr. 'THAT CHER doubted whether the two caſes were ana- 
logous. It had been ſaid that Fayette generouſly made a 
waver of his claim, and that the aid-de-camp did the like. 
As to the latter Mr.. Thatcher had doubts. If this had real- 
ly been the caſe, he ſhould be willing to let him be paid now. 

Mr. S. SMITH infiſted that the caſe of this officer and 
Fayette bore a cloſe reſemblance. This gentleman had not 
been paid. | He was not in the liſt of officers who had been 
ſo. * He had caſt himſelf on the liberality and equity of the 
houſe. Mr. Smith hoped that the requeſt of the petitioner 
would be granted. | | 

Mr. Swaxnwick aſked what kind of appearance thiscoun- 
try would make in Europe, if it ſhould be told that the Ge- 
neral had been paid, but not his aid- de- camp? When a na- 
tive American was cut off by the ſtatute of limitations, there 
was {till this to be ſaid that he had gained, and ſhared'in the 
advantages of the American revolution» But the French 


„ 
officer had no conſolation of that kind. It had tended to pre- 


cipitate this gentleman and others into ruin. dis 8h 


"FEY Mr. K1TCHELL was againſt the petition, and he did — 


ſee in what way the petitioner could be ſaid to have waved 
his claim. As. for the grant to Fayette, he had been of much 
uſe to this country in many other reſpects, as well as by his 
military ſervices z he had been the means of America obtain. 
wy © wm aid. + 9 = | 
Dax ro underſtood his colleague laſt up as being 

rather againſt the quantum than the principle of the com- 
penſation · He ſaw no uſe for riſing in order to refer. The 
facts were all before the committee. No new information 
could be got. It was known that Fayette and his family 
were in a particular ſituation. Not one of them took any 
money. Mr. Dayton would conſider it as extremely hard 
to hold up the ſtatute of limitations againſt any perſon, either 
— * or a foreigner who was beyond ſeas, when 
- Mr. Macon thought the caſe of De Bord equally hard, 
as well as many others. Thus a man petitioned the houſe 
who had gone to Kentucky, thinking that he could do better 
beyond the mountains. He came back, and applied for what 
was due, declaring that he never once heard of the ſtatute; 
he was refuſed redreſs, as well as many others. Mr. Macon 
ſaid that we are as bound to take care of our own citizens as 
of Frenchmen- As for the French revolution, we have no- 
thing to do with it in this queſtion. | WY 

Mr. MuxRay ſaid, there is not a farmer in the United 
States, who would not approve the affording of relief in this 
caſe; for, ſaid he, who among them, if a young man, fond of 
agriculture, ſhould ſerve him faithfully for a year, and at the 
endof that period, wiſhing to purſue his inquiries into diſtant 
lands, ſhould leave him, but decline to be paid for his ſer- 
vices becauſe he did not want the money, would, if that ſame 
young man ſhould return in the courſe of a few years in dil- 
treſs and aſk of his equity and generoſity, what, before he 
could have claimed of his juſtice, turn a deaf ear to him, and 
ſay, „I owe. you nothing; ſince you did not receive your 
due when you might have had it, I cannot now liſten to your 
diſtreſs.” He believed no one would be found to do this. 

Mr. CorT endeavoured to ſhew that the rules of morality 
which ſuited domeſtic concerns could not in this caſe be ap 
plicable or practicable in regard to the ſtatute of limitations 


c 
i 
] 
0 
P 
0 
; 
n 
c 
0 
h 
tl 
ſe 
0 


75 © == as 2 


5 -= RRQ 5 a 0 


7 av 


* OO |"' w 


m7 yy ca TT eee e Fo 


WP 


N 


Mr. Murray 8 hopes that the prayer would 
be nted, ' 
The committee 2 4 to the refolurin ; they roſe; and 
the chairman 
Meſſieurs NMadiſon, Swanwick and Murray, were ap- 
pointed a committee to bring in a bill, purſuant thereto· 
The motion of yeſterday on the alteration of the conſti- 
tution reſpecting te election of Preſident, was committed to 
a committee of the whole nn, on the ſtate of the Union- 


Adjourned. | 


Tueſday, January 10- 


Mr. FosrTER gave in a report from the committee of 
claims, on the petition of George Lucas, formerly a ſerjeant 
in the Pennſylvania line. His claim of an hundred dol- 
hes for affiſting to check the mutiny is refuſed, becauſe the 
committee can find no evidence of his havin received any 
promiſe of ſuch a ſum. The claim is allo barred by the ſtatute 
of limitations. 

As to che ſecond demand of Mr. Lucas, be pours 
Paid to him for raiſing a man for the ſervice of the army, the 

yment muſt have been purſuant to ſome law of the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania, and charged to the general expenſe of the U. 
nion. With regard to the third demand, for damages on ac- 
count of his confinement in the goal of Philadelphia, the 
committee can ſee no reaſon for * him any grant on that 
head. The report was read a ſecond time, and agreed to by 
en dition of John Wood, for 

R was alſo made on the 
Mort the army, which-was N wiſe reported * and 
concurred in by the houſe. © ( 

Mr. HarTLEyY moved that John Michael ſhould have 
leave to withdraw ſome documents which he gave in with a 
petition, that was refuſed in ſt ſeſſion ;' the motion was 
agreed to f © 5 

Mr. THATCHER, from the committee appointed to inquire 
if any or what alterations were neceffary in the eſtabliſhment 
of Poſt- Offices and Poſt-Roads, — a bill, which was 
twice read, and ordered to be committed to a committee of 
the whole on Monday. 

Mr. HxxprRsoN propoſed a reſolution to the houſe in the 
following words: 

« Refotved, that the committee of ways and means be in- 


to inquire i into the 1 and expediency of lay- 


55 


ing a tax upon all Theatrical Exhibitions; and alſo to inquire 
whether any, and if any, what articles of foreign growth, o 

manufactures imported into the United States; or of articles 
manufactured or uſed within the United States, will allow of 


an additional duty to be laid upon them, and to report there-- 


on.“ * 
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Mr. Hub ERsOx ſaid his reafon for offering this reſolution 


to the houſe was, becauſe the ſubject of revenue was likely 


ſoon to come before them. It was, he ſaid, in contemplation, 
to lay a tax upon land, which appeared to him an object of 
the greateſt importance, and that every means of indirect tax- 
ation ſhould be reſorted to, before direct taxation was adopt- 
ed. He did not wiſh to be underſtood to be oppoſed” to direct 
taxation, when all other means failed ; but he was of opinion 
there were objects upon which indirect taxes might be laid, 
which had not yet been attended to» It was on this account 
he offered the above reſolution. * i | 
On motion of Mr. Milledge, the houſe reſolved itſelf 
into a committee of the whole, on the report of the commit 
tee of claims on the petition ef John Gibbons, treaſurer of 
Georgia. The report, which was as follows, was read: 


The committee of claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
John Gibbons, treaſurer of the ſtate of Georgia, Fr 


4 
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Report ; | 3 47 £14 5 » "i T 
„ That the petitioner, in his official capacity, prays, that 
final ſettlement certificates may be iſſued in favour of the ſaid 


ſtate, for the ſum of 123,283 42ths dollars, contained in a 


certificate, dated the 18th May 1785, and ſigned by John 
Pierce, commiſſioner, which is not conſidered, by the officers 
of government, as a final ſettlement certificate, and payment 
of intereſt thereon is refuſed ;—or that ſome other relief 
may be granted. 11 7% f l 
« On the inveſtigation of this claim the committee find, 
the, following facts, viz. | | r 414 
The ſtate of Georgia paid the officers of their line, 
up to the cloſe of the war; and the five years pay com · 
monly called commutation. | 1 * 
“ On the iſt day of June 1784, Congreſs paſſed a re- 
ſglution, which provides © that the ſeveral ſtates ſhall be 
credited, in their accounts with the United States, for the 


ſpecie value of all ſums by them paid to their officers and 


ſoldiers in the continental army, due from the United States; 
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provided ſuch payments ſhall have been notified to 6 ply 
maſter-general, and by him charged to fuch officers and fol 
diers, in ſettling their accounts with the United States; and 
intereſt ſhall be allowed as ſaid ſtates from the time of Pay- 
ment ſo made.“ 1» 
% On the 7th of May I 565 eren ordained that 2 
board of three commiſſioners ſhould be appointed, whoſe 
duty it ſhould be to receive from the comptroller of the 
treaſury, and from the commiſſioner of army accounts, all 
the accounts and claims of the ſeveral ſtates, &c. that a final 
adjuſtment of ſuch claims, on uniform and Wen princi- 
ples, might- be had. 

% On the fifth day of Auguſt 1790, a law was by 
Congreſs, ſunilar to the ordinance above menti ; autho- 
rizing and directing the faid three commiſſioners to receive 
and examine all claims of the individual ſtates againſt the U- 
nited 3 which ſhould be exhibited to them before the 
iſt day of July 1791: the powers of which commiſſioners, 
were, on the 23d day of January 1792, extended to the iſt 
day of July 1793 ; ſince which, they have ſettled the ſaid 
claims, and their ſettlement has received the approbation and 
ſanction of Congreſs—in which the ſtate of Georgia is found 
to be a creditor ſtate to the amount f _ dollars. 

% On the 18th day of May 1785, J John Pierce, commiſ- 
ſioner of army accounts, gave a certificate, that in the final 
ſettlement made by him by him of the accounts of pay and commuta- 
tion, of the officers of the Georgia line, he found the ſtate had 
paid their officers for ſums due prior to Auguſt 1ſt, 1780, and 
from that time up to, and including the year 1753, and in- 
cluding commutation, the fam of 123, 283 33ths dollars; 
for which payments t the ſaid ſtate was to have credit in the 
account with the United States, agreoeubly to the reſolution of 
Congreſs of June 1ſt, 1784. 

The ſtate of Georgia have attempted to obtain intereſt 
on this certificate, both before and ſince the act paſſed the 
4th of Auguſt 1790, and have been refuſed. LELL 

On the ah ay ; of April 1791, an explicit refuſal; in 
vriting, was giv en by the then ſecretary of the treaſury; al. 
ledging that the ſum of this certificate was already paſſed to 
the — of the ſtate of Georgia, in the books of the pay of- 
hee, and that it would be included in the ſtatement of the & 
neral board of commiſſioners, and could not be funded by 
Soreſaid 28 wed the 4h N 1790- 


(; 36. J) 


« Thisdecifion was not fatifaftory to the ſtate of Georgia, 
and on the 12th day of April 1792, they preſented a memo. 
rial to the houſe, of repreſentatives, praying that ſeparate final 
ſettlement certificates might ue for the certificate mention - 
ed above which was referred to the ſecretary of war, but 
no report was ever rode Dpory it; ; and the memorial & ſaid 

to have been loſt or mĩſlaid· 

On the gth..of April 1794, the 8 
conſideration, was preſented, and referred. to the ſecretary of 
the treaſury; and on the gth of January 1795, returned 
without any report z, and on the 10th December 1705. re · 
ferred to the committee of claims. 

% The committee are of opinion, that this certiients of 
123,283 3$ths dollars, was not preſented to the commiſſioners 
who ſettled the accounts of the individual ſtates, with: the 
United ares, nor hy them allowed. This opinion they de. 
rive from che circumſtance of the original certificate being now 
in the hands of the agent for the ſtate, which, if allowed, 
muſt have been reſerved by the commiſſioners; and by-a 
certificate of Patrick Ferral, who was principal clerk to the 
- ſaid. board of commiſſioners. - + | 

& It ſeems, by this laſt certificate that Mr. John Wereat, 
agent for the ſtate of Georgia, had in his poſſeſſion the icerti. 
ficate of Mr. Pierce, afore Nd, but claimed that it — final 
ſettlement with the United States, and juſt claim againſt 
them by the ſtate of Georgia, as aſſignee to the officers ; and 
would not lay it before the commi 

; * The: committee are clearly of opinion, this certificate 
ought not to be conſidered as a final ſettlement — 
for the purpoſe of being funded on the act of ſt Ich, 
1790, but that the —— was regularly to have laid 
before the aforeſaid board of commiſſioners, and a good claim 
againſt the United States in the generalſettlement- Had Mr. 
Pierce not interfered in this buſineſs, and had he not given a 
certificate, the claim would have indiſputably come under 
the reſolution of .Congreſs of June 1ſt, 1784; and his in- 
terference does not alter, the nature of the claim, as he ex- 
preſsly grounds it on the ſame reſolution, which mee 
muſt remove all doubt on the ſubject. 

The Secretary of the treaſury decided upon the requeſt 
for intereſt, or to loan this certificate, ſeaſonably for the ex- 
hibition of the claim to the board of commiſſioners; but the 
tate of Georgia ſuffered the limitation to bar them, and did 
not even petition Congreſs until long after they were barred- 
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= 2 | 
% A ftrict adherence to the limitation iti this caſe; appears 


to the committee, of the utmoſt importance, as allowance of 


this claim would how, in effect, deſtroy the equality and de- 
feat the propriety of — — the ſaid board of 
commiſhoners—they are therefore oſ opinion, the prayer of 
the petition ought not to be granted»: eun Themes unte 
Mr. MntLepes ſaid, that although the cbmmittee of 
claims had ſuppoſed this claim was barred by the committee of 
claims, yet he thought it clearly was not. It was a continental 
debt properly founded on a certificate-which it could not be 
doubted oy, wy; Five ye — were in poſſeſſion of that 
y 1787, he ſaid, Congreſs paſſed a law to 
eſtabliſh three commiſſioners to examine into the claims and 
debts of the ſtates- Georgia had claims againſt the Union, 
but the kept back 1, 230, 000 dollars leſt the ſnoul be con- 
ſidered a creditor ſtate. He ſaid Georgia had ſuſſered more 
than any other ſtate during the war, being the ſouthern out- 
poſt or picket: the moſt numerous tribes of ſavages were con- 
tinually on her frontiers, and ſhe was obliged to be perpo- 
tually ia arms, therefore the hand uf the United States ought 
to deal tenderly towards her, they ought to ſtrengthen her 
inſtead of oppreſſing her by witholding from her a juſt elaim. 
A general adjuſtment took place in 1785, on uniform and 
equitable principles, then, how this came to be barred, he 
could no way account. K „ $9204 4 
On the. gth of April 1791, the late ſecretary of the trea- 


ſury, Mr. Hamilton wrote to them that this account was 


paſſed to the account of Georgia, and would be included in 
the ſettlement of the general board of commiſſioners : this 
was three months previous to the ſettlement at that board : 
in ſix months after this, or three months after the final ſettle» 


ment we get information that we are deprived of that ſettle- 
c 


ment which we expected to receive as unqueſtionably our juſt. 
due ;—this certificate which ſpecified our claim was not ad- 
mitted into the account. Now from this repreſentation, which 
is incontrovertibly juſt, could it be conceived; ſaid Mr. M. 


that ſuch a report againſt the claim ſhould be returned? He 


muſheonceive there was much juſtice in the claim. | 

Mr. BaLpwin enlarged in explanation ſomewhat on the 
obſervations of his colleague. After repeating the advice 
given by Mr. Hamilton on the ſubject, he went on to ex- 
plain, that a Mr. Pierce euinmiſſioner of army accounts was 
diſpatched from the general government, to -ſertle the ar- 
rears of the troops in the ſouthern ſtates: that owing to a 


„ 


number. of.circumſtayces, and none ſo much as „ 
tance of Georꝑia, 3 yearsbad elapſed before he reached them. 
The army became very impatient and-ſolicitous for their 
pay 3: after repeated applications, and apprehenſtons, the 
ſtate ordered the tcreaſuter to advance money to quiet their 
murmurs ;—it was done, nut doubting but that the commiſe 
ſioner would ſoon urrive, and repay the ſtate . At the time 
before mentioned Mir- Pierce 'arrived-—Every one knows 


the ſcarcity of money at that time; and it was alſo as well 
known that* this John Pierce's certificates were as good a 


caſu it was only neceſſary to believe them genuine and they 
freely paſſed for — MI. Pierce did not know what to do, 

as the money had been paid however, at length, to prevent 
a number of Items, and making out ſettlements to a number 
of names, he gave a general certificate of the whole ſam on 


one piece of paper—there was no doubt of that paper.— It 


was only neceſſary to prove it was the real liquidated certiſi 
cate of John Pierce, and it became current, if real. Mr. B. 
did believe that it could have been funded, there could be no 
objection, the paper of Mr. Pierce was then ſo u — 


able. The banding law admitted thoſe certificates to be paid ; 
in, and this was in no reſpect different from other certificates 


iſſued by John Pierte. 
Mie vote to the ſecretary of the treaſury ; he conſider. 
ed the notes of the ſame value we took them to be, and wrote 
us every ching was well, the ſum was already paſſed to the 
credit of the ſtate, and chat i it would be included in the ſtate. 
ment of the board of commiſſioners z in July when their agent 
came to Georgia, it was found that this was not the caſe, 
and it was then paſt hopes, the board having riſen. It was 
therefore alledged to this miſinformation that the claim was 
not given in at the board; we placed every poſſible depen. 


dence on the advice of that department, whoſe direction we | | 
conſidered as certain. If the ſecretary of the treaſury had 


ſaid that the claim could not be conſidered as liquidated, but 
muſt be given in to the commiſſioners, or it could not be al- 
lowed if it had not then been delivered, we ſhould have had 
no excuſe ; but from this ſource of direction it muſt have been 
thought ſulbcient, i it was therefore but juſt in this ſituation of 
things that the claim ſhould be allowed. 
Mr. W. SMITH, from attending to the facts ſtated by the 
members from Georgia, and the ſtatement and report of the 
committee, was convinced of this important fact, that this was 
not a certificate given by Mr. Pierce to an individual, but to 
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a ſtate, as ſuch it ought to have been brought forward at tim 
eneral ſettlement of the ſtates accounts. Mr. Gibbons 
id not ſtand himſelf as a creditor, but the ſtate; and now 
Mr. Gibbons comes forward. with this claim, under another 
appearance an individual. No, Mr. S. ſaid, he muſt con- 
lider it ſtill as the ſtate) in this view it muſt be conſidered. 
The ſtate thus choſe to aſſume the debt, and become the 
creditors of the United States, and from that conſideration 
ſhe ought to have eome in with the others, to have had the 
ſettlement. W hy then did ſhe not come forward at that time. 
Mr. S. ſuppoſed it was becauſe it would be more to her ad- 
vantage to have the certificate funded. They had either to 
bring it forward to the board, and Joſe the chance of funding 
it, or run the riſk ; they choſe the latter. Aud can they now 
blame the United States that after it was declared that no 
ſtate claims ſhould. be granted after the limitation by the 
the board of ſettlement, can they now, ſaid Mr. S. expect 
this claim becauſe they choſe to run a hazard of loſing that 
opportunity with a view of more profit? No. Were this 
allowed, claims would ſoon pour in from other ſtates, for ac- 
counts pretended to be unſettled. Mr. S. then proceeded 
to juſtify the ſecretary of the treaſury from the charge of miſ- 
judgment in the caſe—all other ſtates, he ſaid, would have 
been in the ſame ſituation, had they not fairly: brought for- 
ward their claims to the general ſettlement. South Carolina 
had ſome millions of dollars to put into the general account, 
which ſhe fairly did, and never pretended to fund it: he 
thought other ſtates had equal claim if this was allowed. 
Mr. Coi r ſpoke at ſome length againſt allowing the claim, 
as he had every reaſon to believe, from a ſtrict examination of 
the paper and circumſtances attending them, that the ſtate had 
been allowed the amount of their claim, to which Mr. Bald. 
win returned an explanatory anſwer · Hz 
Mr. D. FosTER ſaid, if gentlemen would examine the 
papers, there was .no ground for ſuppoſing the ſecretary of 
the treaſury in an error. Mr. Jer. Smith made ſome re. 
marks ſimilar to thoſe of Mr. Coit, to whom Mr. Gallatin 
anſwered in favour of the claim; he thought the caſe a 
pearedeclearly a claim founded on ſubſtantial juſtice, and ought 
to be granted. Mr. Jer. Smith again ſpoke, to whom Mr. 
Nicholas made reply. Mr. W. Smith did not think the evi- 
dence in favour of the claim ſufficient to admit it. The ob- 
feryations were pretty lengthy on both ſides of the queſtion, 
but being rather of an unintereſting nature we refrain from 


(|. 0 3 
tod prolix a report, conceiving: . 
ſatisfaction n tae 
an over-tedious detail. ' 
—— committee roſe, , reportedprogreſ, — obrained leave 
to 
— fo n the committes to whom it was refed 
red to bring in a bill for making proviſion for the ſatisfaction 
of the claim of Mr. Poirey, ſecretary and aid-de-camp of Ge- 
neral la Fayette, reported a bill, which was twice read, and 
ordered to be committed to a committee of the wholo to- 
morrow-W. 

Nx. Lwincs ron ſaid, he had a ann to make * 
tive to the communication yeſterday received from the Pre. 
ſilent of the United States, and therefore moved that the 
houſe and galleries might be _— þ 5 

They were cleared accordingly; and it being 8 half 
two o'clock, it is ſuppoſed-the houſe, . Ern wy 
+ Livingiton's propoſition, * | 


der, January It ele 


Mr. Forrun from the committes of claime ERS on bb 
petition of John Baptiſt Dumon · The petitioner reſided in 
Canada, when the American army came to Quebec. He 
ſuffered conſiderably on their account, and in _— 

| ſented a petition to the houſe, when a ſummary of his 

— in ſome of the newſpapers- His petition was 170 

| This ſeſſion, another repreſentation was given in ſor 
him, this report was now offered upon it from the chairman 
of the committee of claims. It ſtates that the former peti- 
tion had, on the 12th of January, 1796, been maturely con- 
ſidered, and decided upon by the h e. Nothing new wis 
advanced in this ſecond: petition; and hence the committee 
thought it needleſs to ſay any thing more than that * con. 
ſidered the former determination as proper. 1 

Mr. Fos Ex alſo gave in a report on a petition for Mi. 
chael Hillegas, a juſtice of peace in this city He prayed com- - 

[ 
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penſation for certain depreciated paper money, which he had 
received in the late revolution, while in the ſervice of the 

United States. The committee have no information, except 
what they derive from the ſtatement of the petitioner him- R 
ſelf. As to depreciation, they cannot recommend an inter- 
ference. The reports on theſe two petitions were read 8 a 

ſecond time, and the houſe concurred in rejecting them. 
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Mr. MugkAx in a petition for Robert Scott, en rav. 
er to the mint. It ſtated, in K. words, that he hat re- 
nounced a profitable employ ment, in order to accept of this 
place. He mentioned the increaſed expenſe of living, and 
hoped that the houſe would take his cafe into confideration, 
and grant him an advance of ſalary. Referred to the com- 
mitte vn competiſations.. e I 
Mr. Glxx gave in a petition from Andrew Mac Farlane, at 
Shenectady, in the county of Albany, and ſtate of New- Vor k. 
He had been in Canada during the war, where he loſt every 
thing which he was worth, by his attachment to the Ameri- 
can cauſe. He wants a remiſſion of duties on ſpirits, which 
by this indulgerice, he could be enabled ro ſend into the 
north weſtern territory» Referred to the committee of com- 
merce and manufactures. „ 
Mr. Swift, from the committee to whom was referred 
that part of the Prefident's Tpeech' relative to the ptotnotian 
of agriculture, made a report, recommending the inſtitution 
of a ſociety for that purpoſe under the patronage of govern- 
ment, which might act as a common centre to all other ſocie- 
ties of a ſimilar kind throughout the United States. No 
pub proviſion is contemplated, except for the ſalary of a 
ecretary, and for ſtationary ; but if the ſtate of the-creaſury 
mould make even this unadviſable, it is ſtated that it might 
de carried into effect without pecuniary aid. The report is ac- 
companied by a plan, the principal articles of which are, that 
a ſociety ſhall be eſtabliſhed at the ſeat of government; that 
it ſhall comprehend the legiſlature of the ired States, the 
Judges, the ſecretary of ſtate, the ſecretary of the treaſury, 
the ſectetary of war, the attorney general, and ſuch other 
perſons as ſhould chooſe to become members agreeably to the 
rules preſcribed ; that an annual meeting ſhould be held at 
the ſeat of government, at which is to be choſen the preſi- 
dent, ſecretary, & and a board, to coijſiſt of not more than 
thirty per ons, which ſhalt! be callett %a Board of Agricul- 
ture ;”” that the ſociety hall be a body corporate: that a re- 
port ſhall be made annnally, &c. The report concluded with 
a reſolution in theſe words, ©*-Refolved, that a ſociety for the 
promotion of agriculture ought to be eſtabliſhed at the ſeat 
of government of the United States.“ PERL © 
The report was twice read, and ordered to be committed 


to a committee of the whole on Monduy next. 
S . 


{i mo» 


On motion of Mr. W. Lyman, the unfiniſhed. buſineſs of 
yeſterday was poſtponed, in order to take up the report of 


the committee of claims on the petition of Gilbert Dench. N 
The houſe accordingly went into a committee, of the whole a 
on that ſubject, Mr. Coit in the chair, when the report which F 


was as follows, was read : 


e That it appears by the ſtatement of the petitioner , and N 


is proved by the documents which accompany his petition, - D 
thatin the year 1781, he contracted with Jabez Hatch, then 

deputy-quarter-maſter-general, to tranſport clothing, &c. D 
for the United States; and in 1782, he made another con- ce 
tract with the ſame officer, to tranſport military ſtores for el 
the United States, which two contracts were both faithfully re 
performed by him. The firſt contract was made for certify pa 
cates, and paid according to the terms of it; the ſecond 

contract, to the amount of more than 2e,000 dollars, was | in 
made for ſpecie z and when it became due to the petitioner, It 


the ſaid Hatch had not caſh to fulfil the contract, on the part th 
of the United States. Application was made to the com- 


monwealth of Maſſachuſetts, and a loan obtained in certifi. th 
cates or orders, in anticipation of the continental taxes then on 
in collection: having obtained theſe orders or certificates, mi 


the ſaid Jabez Hatch paid the ſame to the petitioner, in ſatis- ha 
faction of the contract, and he gave a receipt in full, as -hav- tre 


ing received ſpecie, nominally. This loan was ſoon after cla 
reimburſed in the treaſury of Maſſachuſetts, by an order pet 
from the ſuperintendant of finance for the United States. W 

% The committee find that thoſe certificates, iſſued in an- Sp1 
ticipation of the taxes, like other public paper at that time, ent 


palled at a diſcount, and that the petitioner ſuffered by their 
depreciation : they are, bowever, of opinion, that at this 
time to undertake to redreſs the injuries ſuſtained by indivi- 

duals,in the depreciatiqn of public paper during the late war, 
would be productive of greater evils than any poſſible adyan- 
tages reſulting from the attempt, could compenſate. _ x 

The petitioner has heretofore N this ſubject un- 
der the view of Congreſs, who, after a full inveſtigation, re- 


ſolved, that the prayer of this petition ought not to be grant- 
ed. Though the committee are ſorry for the misfortunes of 
Mr. Dench, they cannot find ſufficient reaſons to juſtify* an 
opinion, that the houſe ſhould now make a different deciſion z 
and therefore report, that he have leave to withdraw his pe: 


tition. ” 


1 

Mr. THATCHER ſaid, that he hoped the committee would 
not approve ſuch a report. They had been afraid that an 
agreement to it would make the door open for many others. 
had contracted for ſpecie. He had been paid in depre- 
tiated paper. He ought to have the difference made good. 
Mr. Thaccher deſired that the account given in by Mr. 
Dench might be read. This was done. | | 

Mr. Macon differed entirely from Mr. Thatcher. Mr. 
Dench had granted a receipt as for ſo. much ſpecie · The 
committee had only to look at the facts. The matter was 
cloſed. Mr. Dench could have no claim. If there was any 
reference it ſhould be to the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, whoſe: 
paper had depreciated. 1 | | 

Mr. V aRnuM vindicated the claim of Mr. Dench. The 
individual ſtate had no concern in repairing the depreciation. 
It was the United States with whom the petitioner contracted 
that ought to make good his loſs. | 

Mr. Spr166 thought that by conſenting to the requeſt, 
there would be a derangement of precedents. He looked 
on the caſe of Capt. Harris, decided but a few days ago, as 
much ſtronger than that of Mr. Dench. Mr. Harris was to 
have been paid in ſpecie, but he did not receive it. The 
treaſury ſaid to him, © You ſhall receive nothing but depre- 
ciated paper.” There were many ſuch caſes. The preſent 
petitioner ſays that he was compelled to ſell his certificatey ' 
Wherein does this differ from the caſe of Mr. Harris ? Mr. 
prigg could ſee nothing in the two caſes to warrant a differ- 
ent deciſion. | 

Mr. Map1sox ſaid that if any gain or ſaving had been 
made in this tranſaction it was by the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts. 
The United States had once paid the money. If a method 
could be pointed out of ſharing the loſs equally between them, 
be confeſſed that for his part be would approve of it. 

Mr. DzaR BORN thought that this caſe was materially dif. 
ferent from Harris's- nch contracted for ſpecie, and was 
paid with paper He was under a neceſſity of getting paper 
norder topay the people with whom he had engaged, and who 
were calling on him by hundreds. As for Mr. Harris, every 
officer in the army was forced to accept of depreciated paper. 
He was no worſe than others. This bargain was made ex- 

preſsly and excluſively for ſpecie, at a time when paper would 
not be taken» | | 

Mr. J. SMITH ſaid, that Dench had been badly uſed, but 
nnumerable other caſes were much worſe. Mr. Dench ſuf- 
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| principle in their views. | e 3 > 
| Mr.L1vinGsToN thought this caſe in a peculiar ſituation. 
The payment was made in depreciated paper. By this the 
; United States gained nothing · One half or ſo had been loſt 
to the petitioner, and it muſt have been gained by ſomebody. 
To whom then was the creditor tb look for reimburſement ? 
Maſſachuſetts ſtood in the ſituation of a perſon receiving mo. 
ney without authority todo ſo. Members from that ſtate 
did well to advocate the payment of the balance to Mr. 
Dench. The tranſaction was diſgraceful.” It ought not to 
come abroad to the world. He thought that Dench ſhould 
be ſatisfied by Maſſachuſetts | 
| Meſſrs. Varnum, Thatcher, and Sewall reſe ſucceſſively 
in reply to Mr. Livingſton. They inſiſted that he had mil: 
taken and miſtated the caſe, as Maſſachuſetts had gained 
Hh nothing by the depreciation. Mr. Sewall ſaid that urgency 
of the ſervice of the United States was the cauſe of the anti- 
cipation. This produced the depreciation, it is well known 
what a man ſuffers by anticipating his revenue. The necel- 
ſity was originated, and the conſequences ought to be ſup- 
| ported by the United States. M4 | 
| Mr. Harper ſaid, that Mr. Livingſton had repreſented the 
| caſe as branching into two points, ought the petitioner tobe 
| 
| 
| 


paid, and if ſo, whoought to pay him ? The firſt point the 
entleman had paſt over. This Mr. Harper would take up 
Mr. Dench was under no compulſion to ſell his certificates 
until they became due, when he would have got full payment: 
He choſe to go on, as the leſſer of two evils. Perhaps there 
was not a ſingle man having any dealings with the United 
States, who had not been in the very ſame ſituation. 
Harper was ſorry that the petitioner ſhould have been (o 
treated, but he could not for his life conceive what gentle 
men meant by calling his caſe a peculiar one. Mr. Harper 
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could quote caſes by thouſands, which had been refuſed, and 
which were more entitled to the compaſſion, to the attention, 
he would not ſay to the juſtice of the bouſe. We have 
nothing to do in this caſe in particular, after finding it neceſ- 
ſary to eſtabliſh ſome great principle, which would campre- 
hend the whole. | | __ 

Mr. W. LyMan would not agree to the report of the com- 
mittee of claims. The petitioner. never could be paid by 
Maſſachuſetts. which had already borne her full ſhare» It 
was well known what very great dependence was placed up- 
on that ſtate. At one time more than one half of the troops 
in the continental army belonged to it. The daily food of 
the inhabitants, and almoſt every thing elſe, was often in a 
ſtate of requiſition. Ty WI; oat | 

Mr. PRxs rox was againſt the report of the committee. 
Who was bound to bear the loſs ? He did not think that it 
would be Maſſachuſetts. It would be very unjuſt to make 
the petitioner a loſer. It could therefore fall only on the 
United States: This might be deemed inexpedient, as open- 
ing a wide door. Mr. Preſton could not help this, nor bring 
himſelf to vote for the report on the table. 

Mr. VENABLE ſaid, that hundreds of caſes admitted to be 
juſt, and which had been laid on the table, were refuſed, ra- 
ther than that the ſtatute of limitations ſhould be broken 
He wondered why his thing had been brought forward. 

Mr. THaTCHER denied again that Maſſichuſerts gained 
any thing by this depreciation. Mr. Dench was obliged to 
anticipate, when three hundred people were daily calling on 
him for money on account of his contract. The caſe of Capt. 
Harris was quite different. He did not call for the money 
when he might have had it, and every officer was ir uſe to 
accept of money at the depreciatioh, as well as he. 

Mr. PoTTER denied that there was any peculiarity in the 
caſe. Mr. Dench was exactly in the ſame ſituation with 
many others. | | 

Mr. CHR1STI1E thought that the introduction of this claim, 
juſt aſter that of Harris had been rejected, was the moſt ex- 
traordinary thing in the world. He faid that caſes in that 
houſe were apt to have merit according to the coldneſs of the 
climate from which they came. In the affair of Capt. Har- 
ris, not one farthing was to be got. To ſay that they would 
pay Dench to the full, when officers had been ſelling their 
certificates at a ſhilling per pound, was the mereſt farce in na- 
ture. Why in the name of common ſenſe was this petition» 
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er ſingled out? He never could ſee the merit which this pe - 
tition had, unleſs that fort which he had named already. 
There was not in the caſe of Dench one tenth part of the 
merit which many others had, that the houſe rejetteee. 
Mr. DayTon concurred in the report of the ſelect com. 


mittee. There was nothing more in this inſtance than in 


many others. Tt would be letting in a flood of claims. 

After a long debate, the queſtion on agreeing to the re- 
port of the committee of claims, was put and carried. The 
committee roſe and the houſe confirmed che agreement · 5 


A ill was received from the ſenate for repealing the limi- | 


tation of the act in addition to an act for the puniſhment of 


certain crimes againſt the United States, and to continue in 
force the ſame- It was twice read, and ordered to be com—- 


mitted to a committee of the whole on Monday. P 
Mr. W. SMITH gave notice that he ſhould to-morrow ca 
up the report of the committee of ways and means, on the 
ſubject of providing further revenue. 
Mr. Map iso called for the order of the day on the bill 


for making proviſion for the claim of Monſieur Poirey, as ſe- 


cretary and aid-de-camp to major-general la Fayette. The 
houſe accordingly went into a committee of the whole on the 
ſubject, and roſe and reported the bill without amendment. 
The houſe then took it up, when 1 8 4 8 
Mr. Dax BORN ſaid, he was not preſeut when this buſi- 
neſs had before been under diſcuſſion. He hoped that all 
claims intended to have been taken out of the ſtatute of limi · 
tation, would have been referred to the committee of claims, 
and proceeded with regularity. He did not admire the tak- 
ing of them out in this way. There were many caſes, he 
ſaid, of ſoldiers and ſailors; who, from certain circumſtances, 
had been prevented from making their claims in time, and as 
long as there were many caſes of this kind unattended to, he 
ſhould be againſt taking up caſes like the preſent ſeparately. 
Mr. WILLI Aus wiſhed to know whether this officer acted 
in two capacities, or in one. He thought no officer ought 
to be conſidered in two. | 
Mr. Swanw1ck ſaid, the houſe had conſidered this officer's 
caſe as totally different from that of any other, as he never 
intended to have made any claim, but to have followed the 
example of his general. Having, like him, however, been 
overtaken by misfortune, he claimed alſo the bounty of the 
United States. It was on this account that the bill was 
brought in. As to whether he ſhould be conſidered in one 
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pr two capacities, was not now the queſtion · He doubted 
not the accountant of the war department would take care of 
hate int ad: e ele M 
Mr. Madiſon obſerved, that if he ſaw any danger from 
the precedent of making this proviſion, he ſhould not be for 
it; but he believed: the precedent could not be extended to 
any other caſe. This officer, he had learnt, would have been 
put on the foreign liſt, had it not been that he was ſo wrap- 
ped up in the conduct of his general, as to conſider it indeli- 
cate to receive any payment · He relied upon the proſperous 
fortune of general la Fayette for recompenſe. This had 
failed him. If, ſaid Mr. M. any thing could afford comfort 
to the general in his preſent unfortunate confinement, it 
would doubtleſs be to find that the United States had extend · 
ed their liberality to the relief of his faithful ſervant. 
Mr. DzaR BORN ſaid he had no objection to their doing 
ſomething for this gentleman; but he did not ſee why they 
ſhould allow him, from generoſity, what they refuſed to o- 
thers on the ground of juſtice. It was a eommon ſaying © we. 
ſhould be juſt before we are generous,” and he thought it 
would be diſhonourable and unjuſt to allow relief in this caſe, 
and refuſe it to our own deſerving, citizens, whoſe. claimg 
were at leaſt equally ſtrong” © 7 te 
Mr. HaRTLEy ſpoke in. favour of the claim. 
Mr. SWAnNWICK ſaid juſtice and generoſity were both com- 
bined in this caſe» This gentleman being à foreigner, be 
did not ſtand on the ſame ground with our own citizens, who 
though they might have ſuffered equally in.the ſervice, were 
now, in common with their fellow citizens, reaping the fruits 
of their labours. To afford relief in this caſe, as had been 
obſerved by the gentleman from Virginia, would afford a 
degree of conſolation to the mind of the. unfortunate Gene- 
ral in the gloom of his dungeon; but, on the contrary, if 
it were refuſed, it would doubtleſs give him a painful wound. 
Mr. Map1sox ſaid, when he was up before, he had omit- 
ted to anſwer the queſtion of the gentleman from New-York. 
It did not appear clear, he ſaid, what part of the time Mr. 
Poirey was ſecretary, and what part aid-de-camp ; they had 
choſen, therefore, to inſert both characters. He would, of 
courſe, be allowed according to his ſervices. 
Mr. W3LL1aMs doubted the propriety of expreſſing it; 
nor did he approve of this way of requiting this officer. He 
thought they were going coutrary to the limitation act; he 
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thooghe it would have been better to have” allowed bim 5 
certain ſam as a gratuity. 1 
Mr. Coopꝝx was in favour of the bil; z hecauſe he ob 
the ſervices of general la Fayette ought Wer to de era 
ted from the minds of Americans 
The queſtion was put and carried, and the bill ws hee 
e$10 be es yg for a third readingto-motrow. 5 
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| Thurſday, January 8 9 Ps | 

Mrs . Hoeren; from the committee of commerce 100 
manufactures, made reports on the petition of Fanny Forſyth, 
who-prays for a ſettlement of her late huſband's ' accounts, 
who was: deputy commiſſioner general of purchaſes in Vir- 

inia, and elſewhere : and on on that of James Orr, wha prays 

r reſntution on account of five horſes ſtolen from the fron. 
tier by the Indians. They report on the firſt, that as the 
aceonrts had dern preſented in due time, there was no need 
of legiſlative interference ; on the laft againſt rhe petitioner: 
The houſe concurred: in the firſt report, and that on Orr's. 
petition was ordered to be committed to' a committee of the 
whole houſe on Wedneſday. :. $4 

The bill making proviſion for the payment nee 
Poirey, fecretary and aid. de· camp of aher or general 14 F Fay. 
ette, was read the third time and paſſed. 

Mr. Lxxtan preſented a petition from John Stevenſon, a 
foldier in the late war, praying for a proviſion, and one 
from Mehetabel Baker, widow of Obadiah Newton, 2 fol- 
dier in the late war, praying relief. | 

Alſo, a memorial by Mr. Sewall, of Arnold Martin and 
Sarah his wife, praying for the payment of a certain ſum to 
Which they claimed to be intitled by James Mugford's ( (che 
former huſband of Arnold Martin's wife) being killed on 
board a privateer in the late war. Referred to the conimittee 

| of elaims. 

Mr. CorT ſaid it was neceſſary that ſome alterations 
ſhould be made in the act providing for the mitigation of pe- 
nalties in certain caſes under the revenue laws, different 
conſtructions having been put upon it by the officers of the 
treaſury-. He' therefore propoſed a reſolution to the follow- 
ing effect, which was agreed to. 

% Reſolved that the committee of commerce and manufac- 
tures be directed to inquire whether any, and if any, what 
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alterations ought to be made in the act providing for the 


mitigation of penalties incurred under the revenue laws, in 


certain caſes therein mentioned, and to report by bill or 
otherwiſe. e Way | 
- The houſe then went into a committee of the whole, on 
the report of the committee of claims, as to the petition of 
John Gibbons. 5 | ST 
Mr. Coit in the chair. 3 26 
Mr. MiLLEDcs ſaid, that a member from Connecticut had 
aſked what vas become of the accompt mentioned in the cer- 
tificate. It was ſaid that it had been carried into the general 
accompt- Mr. Milledge had now got the original accompt 
with the original certificate, as given by Mr. — at the 
bottom of it. The committee had only this report from the 
committee of claims to look to- The diligence of their late 
chairman, (Mr. Traey, now of the ſenate) was well known- 
They had hence, on this acconnt, no farther information to 
look for. It was now clearly proved, by the production of 
this paper, that Georgia had not been paid; that the debt 
was due by the United States. He regarded the certifi- 
cate as obviating every objection. 
+ BALDWIN attacked the report of the committee of 
claims. If it had not been entirely againſt probability he 
would have been one of the laſt men in the world to oppoſe 
it. The taſk was extremely painful. None of the gentle- 
men of the committee had even ſaid that it was probable that 


Georgia had received payment. The report was ſuperficial. 


Could they not have taken the pains to determine whether 
the fact was, that Georgia had been paid or otherwiſe ? Their 
report does not ſay that ſuch payment has been made. The 
defence of the report ocłupied a different ground from the 
report itſelf. | | 

Mr. PoTTE ſaid, that every ſtate in the Union could ſhew 
ſuch things that never had been preſented. It would lead 
to an endleſs perplexity if the precedent was adopted. -· He 
bog inſtance in the ſtate from whence he came (Rhode 

ſland). There were two or three brigades of which neither 
officers nor men were paid. In the hurry and confuſion of 
public buſineſs thjs was not brought. forward at the proper 
time, they had now dropt thoughts of doing fo. 

Mr. W. LyMan ſaid that the ſubje& reſolved into two 
points. Whether Georgia had been paid, and whether ſhe ought 
to be paid» As for the firſt, he thought that better evidence 
might be had from the an" themſelves than any yet 

Us 


— WES WO INLS<-<0=> 
\ 


3 
given. As to the ſecond, if it was proper that Georgia ſhould be 


paid, he did not think this a proper time. Not being prepared on 


the ſubject he ſhould, if ſeconded, move that the committee 


do riſe. He wiſhed the report not to be negatived but poſt- 


poned. The motion was not ſeconded. | 

Mr. Davro was againſt the committee riſmg. He de- 
nied that this certificate was of any [conſequence to eſtabliſh» 
ing the claim. He would be for the committee riſing, if he 
did not think that Georgia had been already —— to for 
it; this not being produced to the board of commiſſioners as 
was to be expected. It was not a final ſettlement certificate. 
If it was fo, the fact ought to be proved, and it ſhould have 
been funded. This was only a temporary certificate like ſome 
which Mr. Dayton himſelf till had, fince 1776, when he 
was a paymaſter. At a final ſettlement between a general 
and regimental pay-maſter, they were not thought neceſſary 
to be delivered up. This was a paper of that Kind. 

Mr. BALDWIN, by the report of the committee of claims, 
had been confirmed in his opinion that the ſtate of Georgia 
never had been ſatisfied. | | 


Mr. Swirr looked upon the conduct of Georgia unfavour- 


ably. He hinted, that he thought the whole merely a ſcheme 
to get an hundred and twenty. three thouſand dollars from the 
United States. Georgia never could conſider Pierce's cer- 
tificate as a final ſettlement. certificate, but merely as a paper 
proper to be produced to the commiſſioners. This the ſtate 
did not chooſe to do. It was their duty to have done ſo. 
They had no reaſon to have called upon the ſecretary for any 
purpoſe, about getting it funded. The very face of the pa- 
per ſhewed that it was not of that kind. They choſe to keep 
It back, where it really ought to have come forward, viz. to 
the commiſſioners of public accompts. He was firmly of opi- 
nion that it had already been paid, and why the ſtate had choſ- 
en formerly to keep it back, and now to bring it up, they 
beſt knew. If the act of limitation, by which the claim was 
debarred, ſhould be opened, there would be an endleſs mat- 
ter, that act was the palladium of our freedom. 

Mr. NicHoLas was as unwilling as any man to lay unne- 
ceſſary burdens on the United States. He was however diſ- 
poſed to think favorably of this claim. He advanced a variety 
of reaſons in defence of his opinion. He wiſhed, at any rate, 
that the point might be more fully examined, to ſatisfy the 
ſtate of Georgia that due attention had been paid to their 
demand. | | | 
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Mr. BALDWIN wiſhed to refer it back to. the committee 
of claims. For this purpoſe, he ſhould move that the com- 
mittee of the whole do riſe. n 

If the committee would be a to take it back again, 
they would doubtleſs find it in a different form from what 
they had conceived. If he could conceive that there was 
good ground for the report he ſhould be the laſt to oppoſe. it : 
he would not wiſh even the ſtate he came from to receive 
money unjuſtly, to the injury of the general government, ; 
but he really thought the committee in their inveſtigation, 
had gone the wrong road; he wiſhed the houſe to have bet - 


ter information on the ſubject, and not to be led to a wrong 


determination without due attention. | 

Mr. D. FosrER ſaid, all the facts that were in the power 
of the committee of claims to ſtate, were now before the com- 
mitree of the whole in the report: he ſaw no advantage what- 
ever from recommitting it, and therefore ſhould oppoſe it. 

Mr. WILLI ts would be willing it ſhould be recommit- 
ted if it was probable the committee could form a freſh re- 
port. If Georgia had not been paid this amount, he thought 
it but juſt they ſhould, But whether they were juſtly freed 
from the power of the act of limitation he could not ſay- 

Mr. Dar rox ſaid, it appeared from obſervations made, 
that there was a credit paſſed on the books of the ſtate of 
Georgia to the United States for this ſum : now he obſerved, 
it was uſual amongſt merchants and tradeſmen when payment 
was made of a debt on book, that a bond was delivered-up.or 
receipt given, as an evidence, and which was always conclu- 
ſive, of the ſettlement of ſuch account: Mr. D. ſaid, there 
did not appear any ſuch evidence to ſupport the preſent claim, 
It had been ſaid that the clerk of the board knew the ſettle. 
ment was never made, but he ſaid, neither the clerk, nor the 
commiſſioners themſelves could give him ſatisfaction on the 
ſubject particularly as he found it depended on the memory 
of that evidence—he might be a good man, and yet his me- 
mory fail of that accuracy which was right] in ſuch a caſe as 
this. He thought it very proper that good teſtimonials be 
preſented or the claim was to all intents invalidated: 

Mr. N1cHoLas thought that every objection he had heard 
to this claim, was upon a different ground thin that which the 
committee took: what had been ſaid was, that Georgia got 
credit upon the original receipt of this certificate. Mr. N. 
thought this not improper, and he hoped gentlemen would 


not be a inſt application to all the facts in evidence which 
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could be procured ; for his is own part he muſt thiok the claim 


fair. 


After a conſiderable diſcuſſion, which is here but briefly 

Fred the committee roſe and aſked leave to fit again” 
r. BaLD WIN ho apa the committee would not have leave 
to 955 again, becauſe the ſubject ought to go back to the com- 
mitree of claims, which was "Ao advocated by Mr. Coit. © 

It was obſerved by a member that it would be improper to 
give trouble to the committee of claims, when they could ob. 
tain no new information, and the facts having been Clearly 
ſtated, the houſe could judge on the ſubjed. 

The queſtion was then put ““ ſhall the committee of the 
whole have leave to ſit again; and carried. 

ee en 
Noes 35. 

rt. W. Sir R then called for the order of the day on 
the report of the committee of ways and means, on the ſub- 
je& of further revenues. 

Mr. Dent in the chair. | 
When the following reſolutions were read as — 

« Reſolved, that there ought to be apportioned according 
to. the laſt cenſus, on the ſeveral ſtates, the ſum of .to' 
be raiſed by the following direct taxes, viz ; 

A tax ad valorem, under proper regulations and excep- 
tions, on all lands, with their improvements including town 
lots, with the buildings thereon.” ' 

% A tak on ſlaves” with certain exceptions.” | 
eeable to this plan of a direct tax of one milliog four 

hundred and cighty-tour thouſand dollars, to be laid upon the 

United Ih. the eee of the ſeveral ſtates is as 


follow : 


| Dollars. 

To the ſtate of ns | 28,000 
New-Hampſhire, 6 56, ooo 
Maſfachuſetts, 1 196, ooo 
Rhode-Ifland, i 238, ooo 
Connecticut, 1 2 98,000 

: New-York, | Hop 140,000 

| New- erſey, - 70,000 
Pennſylvania, 3 182,000 


Delaware, | F 


Carried over, | 812,000 


a Vroni over, 812,000 
Maryland, | 112,000 
Virginia, | | 266,000 
Kentucky, 28,000 
North-Carolina, 140,000 
Tenneſſee, 14,000 
South- Carolina, 8000 

, Georgia, 1 07 28,000 
Amount- to 1,484,000 


From which there being deducted for abatements, | 

erroneous aſſeſſments and charges of collection, ee 
— per cent or 5 

ere will remain the eſtimated net 180 

of the propoſed tax, being 3 1,262,000 

Mr. W. SMITH ſaid two queſtions preſented themſelves on 
this occaſion ; the firſt; whether any, and what' further re- 
venue was wanted, and ſecondly, what means ſhall be uſed for 
raiſing it. With reſpect to the firſt, any geatleman'who' had 
taken a view of our engagements and re venue, would not 
heſitate to ſay a farther proviſion was neceſſary. In'order 
to evince this, however, it might not be improper to take a 
view of our public contracts and revenue. They had before 
them, he ſaid, the report of the ſecretary of the treaſury on 
the ſubject, which not only contained a ſtate of our finances, 
but of the different revenue laws of the different ſtates, and 
other materials, neceſſary to be known in order to form a 
ſyſtem of direct taxation for the whole Union. Mr. S. pro- 
poſed, therefore, to give as brief an abſtract as poſſible of the 
ſtate of our revenue on the firſt of July laſt. He then enter 
ed upon the following ſtatement: 
1ſt The FOREIGN DEB T; conſiſting of TEIN obtained 

by the late and preſent government, in Amſterdam and 

Antwerp, amounting to twenty-nine millions five hundred 


thouſand guilders ; equal, at forty cents per guilder, 


5 --* Dollars, 11 e, 
2d. The fix per cent domeſtic ſtock now in a | 
courſe of reimburſement, C24 29,344,752 98 


3d. The ſix per cent domeſtic ſtock upon 

which reimburſements are to commence in 

the year 1801, 14,578,882 39 
ath · The three per cent domeſtic ſtock, 19,597,545 93 


6 
sth. The five and a half per cent domeſtic 
ſtock, 1 


Gth. The four and a half per cent domeſtic 
ſock, 1 
7th. The unfunded regiſtered debt, excluſive 
oy _ arrearages of intereſt prior to the year 
1791, 179,953 16 
8th. The debts due to the bank of the United / 
Bente, and the bank of New-York, 6,200,000 


I 848,900 


— 


— 
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The "wah before enymerated are preciſe. {Fg 30 
ly laſcertained by the records of the treaſury, 
and amount to 5 20 $3,726,034 4 | 
There are however in circulation various 5 
deſcriptions of certificates, the amount and 
value of which are not exactly aſcertained, 
which with the balances. of certain unliquid- _ 
ated, accounts and arrearages of intereſt, nag 
poſſibly lane | +4» | 1,124,404 24 
Jett 326 — — — 
The entire amount of all thoſe capitals upon Pod 
which no expenditure is incurred, and „ 
which proviſion is neceſſary, may "therefore | 51 
be eſtimated at 4213 84,850, 438 70 
To reconcile this repreſentation. with, reports heretofore 
made from the real amount of the public debt, it appears pro- 
per to repreſent that the following ſums are pon oma an 
ſets againſt the capitals before enumerated. | | 
11t. Six per cent ſtock bearing a preſent in- 
tereſt, already purchaſed or redeemed, and 
veſted in the commiſſioners of the ſinking 


and, 112 1,170, 232 13 
2d. Six per cent ſtock on which lanes will 
accrue after the year .18co, 980,753 91 
3d. Three per cent ſtock alſo purchaſed or':; 2 
redeemed, +» 610,57 94 


4th. Stock of the Bank of the United States, | 
ſold by the United States, eſtimated at par, 2,000,000 

5th. The ſum reimburſed at the cloſe of * be: 
our 1795, on the {ix per cent Rocks!) 5466 54 


- Amounting i in the whole to Dollars, 4881870 52 


. — GE 
PAYMENTS annually required by CONTRACTS. 


1ſt. FOREIGN DEBT. The contracts reſpeding the 
foreign debt require annual reimburſements by — pay- 
ments until 1809, when the laſt payment is to be made. 
The whole ſum, including principal and ' intereſt 
e 16,772,444 


The average ſum, annually requiſite for the foreign debt, 
during the 14 years, which is to continue, is 1,197,888 81 
This calculation however ſuppoſes the prac- 

ticability of ſuch a punQual proviſion for the 

payment of intereſt, and principal, as will ene 

tirely ſuperſede the uſe of temporary credits in 

Europe ; and it moreover ſuppoſes that remit- 

tances can be uniformly made at the par of ex- 

change.—As neither of theſe ſuppoſitions will 

be in fact realiſed, there is to be added to the 

foregoing ſum the eſtimated expenſe of remit- 

tances above par, and for intereſt on tempo- 

rary advance to the United States, to enſure 

punctuality this expenſe will not probably 

be leſs than five per centem on the annual 

payments, and being calculated on the average 

annual demand above ſtated, will at thisrate 

amount to 59,537 30 


| | 3 | 1,257,426 14 
Upon the principles herein aſſumed, the average ſum to be 
provided until the year 1809, incluſive, for the extinguiſn- 
ment of the Dutch debt, will be one million two hundred and 
fifty-ſeven thouſand four hundred and twenty-ſix dollars, 
fourteen cents. | 5 
It is proper however, to ſtate, that the foregoing eſtimate 
is founded on a preſumption that ſome ſyſtematical plan will 
be adopted for ſatisfying the exiſting contracts, by direct pay- 
ments from the treaſury. In every degree in which recourſe 
may be had to new loans, the expenſe of reimburſement will 
be, finally increaſed by at leaſt the charges of negociation 
theſe, upon ſuch loans as may be hereafter obtained in Hol- 
land, cannot be eſtimated at leſs than fix or ſeven per cent- 
um, upon the capitals. which may be borrowed. 
2+ The ſix per cent ſtock now in a courſe of reimburſe- 


ment, excluſive of the ſum paſſed to the credit of the ſinking 


EE FE 


fund, is twenty-eight millions one hundred and ſeventy-four 
 . thouſand five hundred and twenty dollars, eighty-five cents, 
upon which the annuity of eight per centum amounts to 
e ae 1 2. 896 6 

The capital paſſed to the credit of the ſinking fund, is one 
million one hundred and ſeventy thouſand two hundred and 
thirty-two dollars, thirteen cents; upon which the accruing 
intereſt of ſix per centum per annum, is 70,213 92 


| Amounting to | Dollars, 2,324,175 58 


Ihis ſum laſt mentioned will be annually required until the 

cloſe of the year 1817. During the year 1818, the demand 
for the object will decline to about one million eight hundred 
and ſixty- five thouſand dollars, and will then ceaſe by the 
extinguiſhment of the debt. bes T7 

3d. The ſix per cent ſtock on which reimburſements will 
commence in the year 180t, amounted, on the, firſt of July 
1796, to thirteen millions ſix hundred and forty-eight thou- 
ſand one hundred and twenty-eight dollars, forty-eight cents, 
excluſiye of nine hundred and thirty thouſand ſeven hundred 
and fifty-three dollars, ninety-one cents, paſſed to the credit 
of the ſinking fund. The annuity on the firſt ſum, at eight 
per centum, amounts to | 1,091,850 28 

And on the latter ſum, at ſix per ceritum, to 55,845 13 


Being together Dollars, 1,147,695 51 
Which laſt ſum will be required from the year 1801, to the 
year 1823, incluſive. During the year 1824, the charge will 
be reduced to about nine hundred and twenty-five thouſand 
dollars; and after that period will wholly ceaſe with the re- 
imburſement of the debt. | 

4th. The funded three per cent ſtock, excluſive of the 
credit to the ſinking fund, amounts to eighteen millions nine 
bundred and eighty- ſix thouſand feven hundred and eighty- 
ſeven dollars, ninety- nine cents: on which the annual inte- 


reſt is 569, 603 63 


The ſtock of the ſinking fund is fix hundred 
and ten thouſand ſeven hundredand fifty-ſeven 
dollars, ningty-four cents; and the intereſt 
thereon, Belg 18, 322,74, 


Amounting to Dollars, 587 ,916,36 


65 66 


The duration of this annuity may he conſidered as indefinite, 
for though funds for the redemption of the capital ſtock are. 
n appropriated by the act, entitled“ An act mak- 
ing further proviſion for the ſupport of public credit, and for 
the redemption of the public debtꝰ - yet, by a proviſo to the 
twelfth ſection of the ſaid act, the power of diverting the ap- 
propriation to other objects, is reſerved to the government. 

th. The intereſt on the ſtock bearing intereſt at five 
and a half per centum per annum (being one million eight 
hundred and forty-eight thouſand nine hundred dollars) will 
require oge hundred and one thouſand ſix hundred and 
eighty- nine dollars, fifty cents. W 

6th. The intereſt on the ſtock bearing intereſt at four and 
a half per centum, being one hundred and ſeventy- ix thou- 
ſand dollars, will be annually ſeven thouſand nine hundred 
and twenty dollars. 

2th · The unfunded debt is of two deſcriptions, vin: 

That which is regiſtered, being  * 179,953.16 

And that not regiſtered, eſtimated at 1,124,404 24 


„ 


— 


Amounting to Dollars, 1,394,347 40 

For this debt no proviſion has been made by law, except 
a partial grant from year to year, on account of intereſt. So 
far as the debt has been liquidated, the public are bound by 
contract, to pay an intereſt of ſix per centum per annum. 
Similar engagements will be expreſſed in the certificates here. 
after to be ſhed; to diſcharge which intereſt, there will be 
annually required the ſum of ſeventy-eight thouſand two 
hundred and ſixty- one dollars, forty-one cents. ? 

8th. The debts due to the bank of the United States, and 
bank of New-York, amount to ſix millions two hundred thou- 
ſand dollars; though a part of this ſum was borrowed at five 
per centum per annum, yet as the exiſting contracts are ex- 
pected to be ſatisfied from the proceeds of new loans at ſix per 
centum, the annuity chz :geable upon the revenue, is calcula- 
ted at this laſt rate, be ng three hundred and ſeventy- two 
thouſand dollars. | | 

The annuities before recited compriſe all the demands 
which will be made upon the treaſury in conſequence of the 
preſent debt of the United States; and being reduced toag- 
gregate ſums and claſſed according to the epochas for whic 
the ſaid annuities are to continue, they will require a provi- 


ſion of revenue as follows; 
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35 
1. From the year 1796 to the end of 8 


12 foreign debt, 1,257, 26 

| 6 per cent ſtock © | 2,2455 78 

3 per cent do. 587, 926 

55 per cent do. 101, 689 

4X per cent do. 7,920 

Unfunded debt | 78,261 

Bank debts 372,000 

| . 

4772975397 

2- From 1801 to 1809 incluſive, when the foreign ebe 

will be extinguiſhed— 

: For above 4,729,398 

And ann. on deferred debt 1,147,695 

5387 7,093 

3- From 1810 to 1818 incluſive, when the 6 per cent 
ſock will be extinguiſhed, | 

For above (© 5,897,004 

Deduct foreign debt | | 1,257,426 

4,619,668 

4. From 1819 to 1824 incluſive, when the deferred ſtock 

will be extinguiſhed, 

For above 48,619,668 

Deduct 6 per cent flock 2,324,175 

2,295,493 


5. After 1 824 ſuppoſing the above mentioned debts extin- 
guiſhed, and no increaſe « debt— 7 


For above 2,205,4 
Deduct deferred ſtock | 1 I 4 the 
_ 1,197%7 
Intereſt on 3 per cents 587,926 . 8 
5 do- | | wen 
45 do- 7,920 
| Vafanded debt 78,261 
Bank debts _ 372,000 
X | . . 1,147,796 


5 
8 
G 
J 
? 
I 


or WW 3 


rr WC 3 EY TR 


FY Www 5 wr” 


yY WE 5 _ HFY Wwe 


« ww » 


By eſtabliſhing revenue adequate to current expenſes of 
22 in addition to the foregoing eſtimate, during 
e periods above recited, the following reductions of debt 
would be effected: F | 
1. At the cloſe of 1 the foreign ebt 11 800,000 
2» At the cloſe of \ 1818, the ſix 5 
per cent. ſtock, bearing a preſent intereſt, 29,3447 52 98 
3. At the cloſe of the year 1824, the de- PI 
ferred ſix per cent. ſtock, 14,578,882 39 


Amounting together, to Dollars, 55,723»635 37 


After the reimburſement of the foregoing * chere 
would ſtill remain of the preſent debt, | 
. The three per cent- Mk OG 
ollars, 19· 527,545 95 
2. The five and a half per Sn 1,84, 900 
The four and a half per cent ſtock/ 156, o00 
4. The unfunded and Wee 1,304,358 97 
5+ The debts due to banks, or the ſtock which 


| mum thereof. 65, 200, 0 


 Amounting in the whole, to . _ Dole.  299126,$02 L 
If, however, the United States can eſtabliſh a 2a revenue 


equal to the ſcale of expenditure which will be neceſſary in 
the year 1801, the whole debt may be iſhed by pay- 


ment or purchaſe, on or before the end of the year, 18243 


as alſo a conſiderable additional debt, if ſuch ſnould acerue 


from future contingencies. 


Ihe foregoing calculations being founded on exiſting con- 


tracts, are ſiable to but little uncertainty; it is neceſſary, 
however, to form an eſtimate of the probable expenſes of 
thoſe eſtabliſhments which the United States muſt at all 


times maintain. On this ſubje& there exiſt no data from paſt 
experience, which afforded a ſatisfactory ground for an an op 
nion ; itis believed, however, that it vill be unſafe and 
ceptive to calculate the current expenſes vernment, at 
leſs than the . eſtimate: ws 
For the ſu of the civil liſt, Dol 486,000 
For ＋* intercoerſe with foreign qlons, 109,098 100,000. 


3 | Carried over, $86,000 


? 


( 38 ) 


m Is hes, N Bronght over, 586, 00 
For the mint eſtabliſhment, 3 460, 000 
For light houſes, n enen 25,000 
For expenſes of the loan offices, AM wn 12,000 
For miſcellaneous objects and contingent expenſes 
8 PPP 
For. the military and naval departments, inclu 
ding Pens, 2,000,009 
mounting in the whole, annually, to Dots. 2, 700,000 


If it ſhall be found that the expenſes of the military and 
naval departments cannot be reduced below the above eſti- 
mate, which, though much to be defired, is far from certain, 
the foregoing calculation will fall ſhort of the real expenſes ; 
it being morally certain, that the expenſes of civil govern- 
man will hereafter conſiderably increaſe.  _ a 

Aſſuming it, however, as a principle, that the expenfes of 
the public Sab linen wil n to two millions ſeven 
hundred thouſand dollars, and no more, it follows, that to 
preſerve the United States from the neceſſity of recurring 
to future loans, it is requiſite to eſtabliſh a revenue to con- 
tinue until the cloſe of the year 1800, of ſeven millions 
four hundred and twenty- nine thouſand three hundred and 
ninety-eight dollars, ninety- nine cents. And from the year 
1801 to the year 180g, incluſive a revenue of eight millions 
five hundred and ſeyenty. ſeven thouſand ninety- four dollars 
fifty cents. D * 28. 3 oO .C0 DIGI GE). 355 5.44 


It is a further conſequence of the foregoing data, that 
thougha revenue upon this laſt ſcale wopld be more than ſuf- 
ficient to diſcharge the whole public debt, on or before the 
— 1824, yet chat the abſolute engagements of the United 
States will not require, after the year 1809, more than ſe- 
ven millions three hundred and nineteen thouſand, fix hun- 
dred and ſixty - eight dollars thirty-ſix cents; which laſt ſum 
is leſs than the annual expenditure required by exiſting con- 
tracts and arrangements * Banc 
Having thus preſented a view of the probable expendi- 
tures of the United States, it remains to ſhew how far the 
Tevennes, already eſtabliſhed, afford an adequate reſource ; 
the particulars and amount of theſe revenues, are as follows: 
Duties ariſing on imports and tonnage 
calculated upon the actual receipts during 
the year 1795, | Carried over, 5,588,961 26 


19 
IDS SCN NG Bro't forward, 5.588, 961 26 
Duties on domeſtic diſtilled ſpirits and 29,9517 ert 
on ſtills, on refined ſugar, fales at auction, 
licenſes to retail ſpirits and wines, and on 
carriages for the conveyance of perſons, 


calculated upon the receipts of 1795 337,255 36 
Revenue from the poſt office, 35, oο 
Dividends on bank ſtock, calculated with | 1 


reference to certain ſales, the proceeds of 
which will be applied to the payment of 
part of the debt due to the bank of the U- 


nited States, 1 e 150, 
Intereſt on ſtock purchaſed and redeem. 

ed, and veſted in the ſinking fund, $86,636 65 
Duties on patents and contingent re- 

ceipts, (uncertain) | EO 10 746 73 

Eſtimated annual current revenue, 6,200 600 


It reſults that the following ſums muſt be provided, in 
addition to exiſting revenue, viz. 1 
1ſt. From the preſent time to the end of 1800 1,228,798 
ad. From 1801 to the end of 1809 2,376,494 
2d. From 1810 to the end of 1823 1,1 19,068 
To provide ſums annually required till 1801 may be done 
without impoſing inconvenient burdens. ' TT, 
To reimburſe the whole foreign debt, by direct payments 
before 1824, may be practicable. It is however probable, that 
occaſional loans will be adviſable, with a view of poſtponin 
the final reimburſement of part until after 1818, when the 
preſent ſix per cent debt will be diſcharged. _ een 
Mr. Smith ſaid ſince loans could not now be had, upon 
any reaſonable terms, there was no way of raiſing the money 
wanted but by taxes upon the people. The queſtion was what 
ſort of taxes ſhould be reſorted to? Members, he ſaid, were 
divided between direct and indirect taxes; but all were agre- 
ed that an additional revenue of 1, 200, ooo dollars. being 
wanted, ſome effectual fleps were neceſſary to be taken. If 
indirect taxes had proved inſufficient, it was neceſſary to have 
recourſe to ſome other; he knew of no other that would be 
ſo effectual as a direct tax on land. | * 
With reſpect to raiſing further revenue from commerce 
he believed it was not poſſible to do it to any conſiderable ex- 
tent, and this ſource, he ſaid, was at beſt but a precarious 
one. If, then, they had tried all other ſources without effect, 
they ſhould be obliged to have recourſe to a land tax. And 


G 


he would ſubmit it to gentlemen whether it was not beſt to 
meet the difficulty at once · If, ſaid he: the neceſſities of go- 
vernment, the public ſafety, the credit of the country, require 
it, it is neceſſary and proper we ſhould look the evil in the face» 


Notwithſtanding he delivered this opinion, Mr. S. ſaid, | 


he ſhould be glad to hear the ſentiments of gentlemen on the 
„who were in favour of other plans, though he was 
(re: heb they ſhould be obliged to have recourſe to the 


ee he had mentioned. n wo 42h 5 

ndeed there was one view of the ſubject which would 
make ſuch a ſyſtem deſirable, though our neceſſities did not 
immediately require it. At preſent, he ſaid, almoſt the whole 
of our revenue aroſe from commerce, and was liable to be 
very much deranged by any European war, and to be wholly 


deſtroyed, if this country ſhould engage in a war · It were 


to be wiſhed, therefore, that there ſhould be a plan created, 


which might at any time, by a ſhort notice, be carried into 


effect to an extent which ſhould be equal to the neceſſiies of 
government. Nothing would anſwer this purpoſe ſo well as 
a tax on land- Suppoſe, he ſaid, the plan was originated 
with 200, ooo dollars, having the ſyſtem open, they could ar 
any time raiſe it to one or two millions; as, if. certain de- 
ſeriptions of land were charged a quarter per cent« they 
might eaſily be advanced to one half, —— or one 
per cent : without embarraſſm ent. 
Mir. S. ſaid, this ſubject had been frequently under the 
confideration of the committee of ways and means, and had 
always been conſidered as a ſubject of great importance, and 
as attended with conſiderable difficulties. There had always 
been a diviſion in that committee, on this ſuhject, certain of 
them wiſhing to raiſe the money by indirect, and others by 
direct taxation, but it had always been found that when they 
turned from direct to indirect taxation, ſo many objections 
were brought againſt any plan which was propoſed, that there 
was no polhbility of proceeding. · In the laſt ſeſſion, ſeveral 
objects were propoſed, but they were objected to, and aban- 
doned; atlength they had determined to reſort to a ſyſtem of 
direct taxation, and had accordingly given directions ta the 
ſecretary of the treaſury to prepare a plan for the purpoſe. 
This plan had been reported, and referred to the committee 
of ways and means; and before that committee choſe to go 
farther into the buſineſs, they wiſhed the houſe to determine 
upon the principle; afterwards, if a majority ſhould be in 
favour of direct taxationg the committee would bring in ſuch 
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a bill as ſhould appear to them to be leaſt burdenſome to the 
people · But, if gentlemen were of opinion the money want- 
ed could be better raiſed in any other way, they would, of 
courſe, propoſe their plans; but he hoped they ſhould not 
ſhift from one thing to another, without fixing on any thing, 
ſince the wants of government muſt be ſupphed. . 


Mr. Co1T hoped the reſolution would be adopted; not 


that he wiſhed to pledge himſelf to agree to any ſyſtem of 
direct taxation which might be propoſed. He looked upon 
the agreeing to the —— as only one ſtep. Whether 
eventually ſuch a plan could be deviſed as the houſe ſhould 
approve was uncertain; but he ſhould wiſh to look at the plan 
which gentlemen had in contemplation. 1 
Mr. Hazes ſaid, if they could look at the plan, as the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. Coit) had ſuppoſed, with- 
out pledging themſelves to adopt a ſyſtem of dire& taxation, 
he ſhould alſo be glad to ſee it ; but, he believed to adopt 
the reſolution before them, would be to decide upon the prin- 
ciple of direct taxation. Afterwards, all the queſtion would 
be as to the modification of the ſyſtem, and the manner in 
which it ſhould be carried into effect. But, he believed, a 
majority of that houſe, neither was, nor would be prepared 
to ſay this was the moſt eligible and convenient mode of raiſ- 
ing revenue. FLY 
t was true that they all knew, they knew it laſt ſeſſion, 
that the money wanted, 1,200,000 dollars additional revenue 
muſt be raiſed from the people by means of taxation. The 
queſtion was only about the mode. The committee of ways 
and means had given them a reſolution of four lines, that di- 
rect taxes ought to be laid; but how, or under what modifi- 
cation, or how the difficulties which were acknowledged to 
exiſt, were to be got over, they were not told; but they 
were called upon to determine upon the principle, without 
any information on the ſubject. He wiſhed the committee of 
ways and means might be inſtructed to give them the data 
upon which they meant to found their plan; that they might 
be inſtructed to ſhew them the means by which this plan was 
to be effected how this direct tax was to be eolleted. They 
doubtleſs had conſidered this; but the committee of the 
whole had not conſidered it; nor had they the materials for 
going into the inveſtigation · It was his deſire, that before 
they committed. themſelves, they might know more about 
the matter than they then knew ; that they ſhould have the 
ſyſtem before them, and that they might not decide upon the 
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abſtract principle, without having that ſyſtems He ſhould, 
therefore, be againſt the reſolution, and move for the com- 

mittee to riſe, that the report might be re-committed, for typ the 
purpoſe of obtaining a ſkeleton in which way they pleaſe > of — 
the plan which had been 1 . the com- 
mittee would ba ee 


— 
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